
Please Join Us for a Reception to Welcome 
the Abide Director, Susan Chill

March 26, 2023
in the Cloister immediately 

following the 10:45 services
Bring a friend!
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Vision Statement of First-Centenary United Methodist Church:  Build a healthy and diverse community of disciples of Jesus Christ.

Mustard Tree 
Ministries is 
looking to hire a 
full-time Program 
Coordinator.
If you are interested in 
learning more about 

this position please check out 
the posting and job description 
on our website.  Please contact 
mtmjobresponse@gmail.com 
with questions or applications.

5th Sunday of Lent
Read: John 11:1-45
Refl ect: Have you ever wanted 
to yell at God? Verse 21 sounds 
like something Martha might 
have screamed in her grief. This 
passage is a very human one. 
We will all experience death and 
loss.  But we don't have to go 
through it alone. This passage 
also shows us a God who is 
with us.  Jesus showed up and 
wept with Mary and Martha for 
Lazarus and Jesus shows up for 
you as well.
Pray:  God, Thank you for giving 
us a savior who cries with us. 
Someone who knows us and who 
shows up for us.  Help us face 
the diffi  culties of this life with the 
sure hope of resurrection. Amen.

Monday  Acts 20:7-12
Tuesday  Psalm 143
Wednesday   Matthew 22:23-33
Thursday  Philippians 1:1-11
Friday  Job 13:13-19
Saturday  Psalm 31:9-16

HOLY WEEK SANCTUARY WORSHIP AND MUSIC
Palm/Passion Sunday, April 2 – This is a day of drama in the life of 

the church. We’ll begin with the parade, remembering Jesus’ entry into 
Jerusalem.  The children (10:45) will help lead us, processing down 
the aisles waving their palm branches high.  Following the sermon, 
our thoughts will pivot to the Passion story.  Here we’ll remember the 
upper room, the darkness of the garden, and the chaos of the trial.  
In worship, we’ll take an emotional journey, preparing our hearts and 
minds for the events to follow through Holy Week.

Maundy Thursday, April 6 – The “Maundy” in Maundy Thursday 
comes from the Latin word for commandment.  Jesus’ commandment 
has to do with love that is embodied in service.  “I give you a new 
commandment, that you love one another.  Just as I have loved 
you, you should also love one another” (John 13:34 NRSV).  The 
command is to serve in loving ways.  It’s not an emotion or a feeling 
toward others; it is an act that we can perform.  Our Maundy Thursday 
service will begin by serving communion to one another around the 
tables.  Following the sacrament, we will transition into remembering 
the events of the last days of Jesus’ life.  As the story is read, candles 
will be extinguished, the sanctuary darkened, and the altar stripped of 
its paraments and decorations.  All will leave in silence.

Good Friday, April 7 – The church offi  ces are closed, but if you 
would like refl ective time on this Holy Day, the labyrinth will be set up 
in the Narthex from 4 – 6:30 p.m.  Please come to the doors under the 
porte cochere (McCallie and Houston, behind the lighted church sign), 
and someone will be there to let you in.  There will be a worship 
service in The Vine at 6:30 p.m.

Holy Saturday:  A Time of Refl ection
Saturday, April 8, any time between 1-5 p.m.
You are invited to come and pray in the beauty and stillness of 

the Sanctuary.  This will be a quiet, personal time for refl ection as 
we conclude our Lenten journey, and refreshment for the journey 
ahead.  The labyrinth will be set up in the narthex.  Prayer guides 
will be provided.  Please come to the doors under the porte cochere 
(McCallie and Houston, behind the lighted church sign), and someone 
will be there to welcome and let you in.
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DINNER INFORMATION
Adults – $10 each (meal)      

Children – $5; 3 & under free     
Family max – $30 

Please make dinner reservations 
by 4 p.m. Monday.

Go to fi rstcentenary.com/
prime-time-wednesday 
for dinner reservations. 

March 29 – BBQ Pork, Baked Beans, 
Coleslaw, Oreo Chocolate Pudding; 
Greek Salad 

CLERGY CORNER (cont’d)
places throughout the world.  As Jesus said in Matthew 5:14 – 16:

“You are the light of the world.  A town built on a hill cannot be 
hidden.  Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. 
Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the 
house.  In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they 
may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.”

I want to off er special thanks to all those who are involved in the 
ministry at Brown Academy.  You are making a diff erence in the world!  

– Mark

I wanted 
to take a few 
moments to 
tell you about 
a program that 
First-Centenary 
UMC engaged 
in a few 
months ago called the Brown 
Academy Literacy Program. 
I asked Dr. Dan Baker, who 
was instrumental (along with 
others), in putting this ministry 
together to give a brief update 
on the program.  Doctor Baker 
stated the following: 

The Brown Academy Literacy 
Program, predominantly 
involving 18 First-Centenary 
UMC members, has served 
Brown Academy throughout 
the current school year.  We 
provide tutoring services in 
literacy to 56 Kindergarten and 
1st grade children in seven 
classrooms.  Each child meets 
with his or her tutor twice a 
week for approximately 15 
minutes per session.  Some 
children require signifi cant 
help to catch up to their peers, 
while others are challenged to 
develop skills that are already 
fairly advanced.  Preliminary 
reports from teachers indicate 
the children's literacy skills 
are progressing at a much 
greater rate than they would 
have without the program, and 
that their attitudes have been 
enhanced by the personal 
attention they receive.”

I am so grateful for this 
program, and many others, that 
the people of First-Centenary 
UMC are involved in.  They 
help share Christ's light in so 
many places, even a classroom 
at Brown Academy.  As we 
move toward Easter may we 
continue to fi nd ways to be 
people who are willing to share 
the light of Christ in many diff erent 

Clergy Corner

Dr. C. Mark Gooden

y 

eerrr

DrDr CC MMararkk GoGoododenen

Prime Time Wednesday 

Meal    5:30 - 6:30 p.m.     
Classes    6:30 - 7:15-30 p.m.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY   
Choir and First Kids

Elementary Music (Grades 2-5)  
6:15-6:55 p.m., Room 125

After rehearsal, children will go to the gym 
for activities.  Parents pick up kids

in the gym at 7:15.

Younger Choir (4 yr - 1st grade)
  6:15-6:45 p.m., Room 123
 Parents pick up kids in the 
Elementary wing at 7:15.

YOUTH ––  Meal:  5:45 p.m.
Lesson:  6:30 p.m.  Gym:  7:30-8 p.m.

CHOIRS ––  Chancel Ringers:  6 p.m.  
Chancel Choir:  7 p.m.

March 29 
Luke:  Jesus and the 

Outsiders, Outcasts, and 
Outlaws by Adam Hamilton 

with Pastor Will

PRIME TIME SCHEDULE


Easter Lily Orders Now Being Taken

Easter Lilies will be placed in the Sanctuary and The 
Vine on Sunday, April 9.  If you would like to place 

one to honor or remember someone, send your check (made 
payable to the ALTAR GUILD) for $15 for EACH lily to Nancy Tolar, 
P. O. Box 208, Chattanooga, TN  37401.  Orders must be received in 
the church offi  ce by Monday, March 27.

NAME OF DONOR _________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
IN MEMORY OF ___________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
IN HONOR OF  ____________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

Sanctuary   The Vine

"Weekend of Prayer" – March 25-26
Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett has announced a "Weekend of Prayer" 

March 25-26, featuring guided sessions at four local churches on Saturday 
and services throughout Holston Conference on Sunday.  The gatherings are 
inspired by the 2022 Holston Annual Conference theme, "Praying Together."  
To watch the video and register, go to https://www.holston.org/event/holston-
weekend-of-prayer-praying-together-17297133
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Congregational Care Contact
Weekdays: 423-756-2021 church offi  ce

Weekend/Holiday (emergencies): 423-756-2428

This March we 
are focusing 
on forgiveness!  
Forgiveness is deciding that 
someone who has wronged 
you doesn't have to pay.  
After all, we are all a work in 
progress!
• God WILL ALWAYS forgive you.
Put up with one another. Forgive one another if you 
are holding something against someone.  Forgive, just 
as the Lord forgave you. – Colossians 3:13. NIrV

Want to hear more about how to make waves in 
your life for Jesus? Join us in person on Sundays 
for one or all of these times!

Sanctuary Early Church:  8:30-9:30 A.M.
Sunday School:  9:45 -10:30 A.M.
Pre-K Worship: 11 -11:45 A.M.
Elem First Kids LIVE Worship:  11-11:45 A.M.

Oak Street Playhouse presents... 
the George Bernard Shaw play based 
on the musical "My Fair Lady".

 Henry Higgins, a 
phonetician, accepts a bet 
that simply by changing 
the speech of a Cockney 
fl ower seller he will be able, 
in six months, to pass her 
off  as a duchess. Eliza, the 
fl ower seller, undergoes 
grueling training.  When 
she successfully “passes” in high society — having 
in the process become a lovely young woman 
of sensitivity and taste — Higgins dismisses her 
abruptly as a successfully completed experiment.  
   Eliza, who now belongs neither to the upper class, 
whose mannerisms and speech she has learned, 
nor to the lower class, from which she came, 
rejects his dehumanizing attitude.

April 28, 29 & May 4,5,6 
at 7:30 p.m.

April 30 & May 7 at 2 p.m.

To purchase tickets, scan the QR code
or go to ://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/5743821 
or https://fi rstcentenary.com/the-oak-street-playhouse.

We're expecting a bunch of children to participate 
in the egg hunts so we need A BUNCH OF CANDY! 

 Pick up a bag of candy to bring to church with 
you tomorrow!  We have collection bins in The Oak 
Street Center & The Welcome Center.  Please 
bring in all candy donations by Sunday, March 26th 
ALSO, contact Beth Spears if you would like to 
help stuff  eggs!! bspears@fi rstcentenary.com
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Sunday Worship
March 26, 2023
Fifth Sunday in Lent

Sanctuary at 8:30 & 10:45 a.m.
Anger and Doubt as Tools for Faith

John 11:1-16
Rev. Michelle Hunter

The Vine at 10:45 a.m.
A God Who Does New Things

John 11:1-45
Dr. Will Lauderback

Reading from the Lectionary
Ezekiel 37; 1-14; Psalm 130 

Romans 8:6-11; John 11:1-45
Televised sermon by Dr. Mark Gooden: 

Listen (Even when it’s diffi cult)
Televised on Channel 12, WDEF-TV 
at 6 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. each Sunday. 

Mustard Tree Worship at 5 p.m. 
in The Vine – Rev. Barry Kidwell

419 McCallie Avenue
Chattanooga, TN   
37402 
Dr. C. Mark Gooden,
Senior Pastor
(423) 756-2021
www.fi rstcentenary.com

VBS
Vacation Bible School

June 19- 23
9 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.

PreK4 – Rising 6th Grade
Scan the 
QR code to 
volunteer 
and reserve 
your kids 
place today! 


