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Vision Statement of First-Centenary United Methodist Church:  Build a healthy and diverse community of disciples of Jesus Christ.

Advent 
Wreath 

Creation
November 30

3 -7 p.m.
The Lobby of the Oak Street Center

An event for all ages!  Come 
make an advent wreath for your 
house or for a friend or family 
member.  We will also make 
wreaths for our shut-ins so if you 
would like to deliver an Advent 
wreath blessing please let Pastor 
Michelle know!

Scan the 
QR code or 
go to www.
fi rstcentenary.
com/advent to 
reserve your 
family’s wreath.

2022 Advent/Christmas Calendar
November 27, December 4, 11 and 18
Worship the four Sundays of Advent will prepare us for the 
coming of Christ. 8:30 & 10:45 in the Sanctuary and 10:45 
a.m. and 5 p.m. in The Vine. 
November 27 - December 24   Prayer Labyrinth
in Mohney Hall (available weekdays, 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m., and Sundays during worship times) 
Wednesday, November 30, 3-7:30 p.m.
Advent Wreath Creation in The Lobby of The Oak Street Center.  
Go to www.fi rstcentenary.com/advent to reserve your family’s wreath.  
December 2 -11   Oak Street Playhouse presents:  The Christmas Express

Go to www.fi rstcentenary.com/oakstreetplayhouse     Performance times vary. 
Also, to purchase tickets, go to www.brownpapertickets.com and type in Oak Street Playhouse.

Sunday, December 4   The Centenary Angel Tree Gifts due
 8:30 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary
 10:45 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary & The Vine
 5 p.m. Worship in The Vine
Prime Time Wednesdays, December 7 and 14
 See The First-Centenarian, bulletin & social media for details.  (No activities on December 21)
Sunday, December 11
 8:30 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary
 10:45 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary & The Vine  “No Rehearsal Christmas Pageant” in both services
 5 p.m. Worship in The Vine
Wednesday, December 14   “Night of Christmas Music” presented by The Vine band 
Thursday, December 15   Crafts & Carols at Cherry Street Brewery at 7 p.m.
Sunday, December 18 
 8:30 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary
 10:45 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary & The Vine
  A Festival of Lessons and Carols in the Sanctuary – The story of Jesus’ birth will be 
  told in scripture, anthems and carols accompanied by brass, timpani and organ 
 5 p.m.  Worship in The Vine
Friday, December 23    Church offi ces closed
Saturday, December 24   All services live-streamed   (Childcare available Birth – K for all services)
 Noon In the Sanctuary - A Service of Hope and Healing – a quiet and meditative service 
  for those who are in the midst of grief, or have experienced loss 
 3 p.m. Candlelight Communion Service in the Sanctuary & The Vine  
 5 p.m. Candlelight Communion Services in the Sanctuary & The Vine 
Sunday, December 25   Christmas Day 
 10:45 a.m.  Worship in the Sanctuary & The Vine
  No services at 8:30 a.m. & 5 p.m.
  No Sunday School for Children & Youth
Monday, December 26   Church closed
Sunday, January 1   New Year’s Day
 10:45 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary & The Vine
  No services at 8:30 a.m. & 5 p.m.
  No Sunday School for Children & Youth

United Women 
in Faith

It’s been a while, and we need 
to gather!  Our Christmas dinner 
will be a time to celebrate and to 
remember.  

Come and bring a guest.  Enjoy 
a fully catered meal, entertainment 
and inspiration, a time of 
remembrance, a time to bless new 
leadership.

Tuesday, December 6, 6 p.m. 
in the Oak Street Center.  $16 per 
person.  Make your reservation on 
the church website by clicking on 
the GIVE heading. and scrolling 
down to FUND.  There will be a 
heading for UWF and options for 
payment.  The cost per meal is $ 16 
and reservations are due no later 
than November 28.

Please join us!  Questions?  Call 
Martha Payne 423 316 0606
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SUNDAY WORSHIP
November 27, 2022

First Sunday of Advent

Sanctuary at 8:30 & 10:45
Experience Advent: 
Invitation to Watch
Matthew 24:36-44

Dr. C. Mark Gooden

The Vine at 10:45 a.m.
Experience Advent:
 Invitation to Watch
Matthew 24:36-44

Dr. Will Lauderback

Reading from the Lectionary
Isaiah 2:1-5      Psalm 122 

Romans 13:11-14    Matthew 24:36-44
Televised sermon by Dr. Gooden: 

The Way of the UMC:  Moving Forward Together
Televised on Channel 12, WDEF-TV 
at 6 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. each Sunday. 

Mustard Tree Worship at 5 p.m. 
in The Vine – Rev. Barry Kidwell

419 McCallie Avenue
Chattanooga, TN   
37402 
Dr. C. Mark Gooden,
Senior Pastor
(423) 756-2021
www.fi rstcentenary.com

Poinsettia Orders Now Being Taken
Christmas poinsettias will be placed in the Sanctuary and 
The Vine on Sunday, December 18.  If you would like to 
place one to honor or remember someone, send your check 

(made payable to the ALTAR GUILD) for $15 for EACH poinsettia to 
Nancy Tolar, P. O. Box 208, Chattanooga, TN  37401.  Orders must be 
received in the church offi  ce by 4:30 p.m. on Monday, December 5.

 Sanctuary                  The Vine
NAME OF DONOR _______________________________________

IN MEMORY OF _________________________________________

IN HONOR OF __________________________________________
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Oak Street Playhouse presents... 
This nostalgic theatrical greeting card is full of 

eccentric small-town characters, wise-cracking their way 
to fi nding the true wonder of Christmas.  And on the way, 
they make us all wish we could take a 
ride on The Christmas Express.  December 2, 3, 8, 9 10 @ 7:30 p.m.

December 4, 11 @ 2 p.m. 
There WILL BE NO DINNER SERVED THIS YEAR.To purchase tickets, scan 

the QR code or go to www.
brownpapertickets.com and type in Oak Street Playhouse.

Visit us on the web at www.fi rstcentenary.com/the-oak-street-playhouse.



CLERGY CORNER (cont’d)
been found from 3,000 years ago.  By prayerfully walking the circular 
path, we are reminded that each journey, however diffi  cult or confusing, 
just requires us to place one foot in front of the other.  We are reminded 
that others have walked these same paths, and that, by God’s great 
grace, we are never alone on any journey.  Last, but certainly not least, 
the labyrinth is one path in toward the center (a place to be still and 
refl ect) and one path out as the circular walk mirrors the winding work of 
our spiritual journeys.  

The labyrinth gives us a chance to take time away from the stress of 
our busy lives.  The walking and praying can and will richly bless you and 
lead to discovery, insight, peace, solace, and direction.  It reminds us that 
no time or eff ort is ever wasted no matter how circuitous the course of our 
lives - every step takes us closer to God and to God’s people.  

The labyrinth, along with instructions and prayerful suggestions, will 
be in Mohney Hall throughout Advent, during offi  ce hours and worship 
times. Other prayer practices that don’t involve walking will be available, 
as well. Please consider these valuable experiential prayer tools as a 
gift to you during this Advent season, because your journey matters.  

With Grace and Peace, Pastor Michelle   

Well, friends, 
Advent is upon 
us.  Advent 
is not about 
commercialism 
or being busy 
or holding 
onto stress.  
Advent is the precious season 
of noticing and waiting in order 
to fi nd connection to the Christ 
child sent for our salvation.  
The theme of Advent 2022 
is Experiencing Advent.  As 
we journey to a new place 
together we observe (watch), 
gather information (receive), 
and internalize the information 
and allow it to change us 
(stillness).  Then we move to 
action (love), which  leads to 
rejoicing (celebration).  And 
celebration cannot help but 
lead to proclamation (sharing).  
Each week of Advent, including 
Christmas Eve and Christmas 
Day, through the Advent 
Devotional Booklet and sermons, 
we will focus on one of these 
themes and examine it more 
closely. 

The 2022 focus of 
Experiencing Advent is a time to 
explore how we are changed and 
transformed by paying attention 
to how we engage this journey 
in familiar ways.  Although the 
process might be familiar (it 
really is just the way we learn 
about and understand the world), 
to experience the journey with 
new eyes and ears and heart 
means that we are transformed 
by a brand new encounter with 
Christ and forever changed into 
people who cannot help but 
share God’s love as experienced 
through the gift of Jesus Christ.  

As an aid to our journey 
together and to support the good 
work of paying attention and 
becoming aware, a labyrinth 
will be available for everyone.  
Walking a labyrinth is an ancient 
prayer practice - evidence has 

Clergy Corner Prime Time Wednesday 

WITHIN THE CHURCH FAMILY

Congregational Care Contact
Weekdays: 423-756-2021 church offi  ce

Weekend/Holiday (emergencies): 423-756-2428
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Rev. Michelle Hunter

November 
is here and 
it’s time to STAND!  Don’t face 
your fears alone because our God 
walks through this life with us!
COURAGE IS BEING BRAVE 
ENOUGH TO DO WHAT YOU 
SHOULD DO, EVEN WHEN 
YOU’RE AFRAID.
   BE STRONG AND BRAVE. DO NOT BE AFRAID. DO 
NOT LOSE HOPE. I AM THE LORD YOUR GOD. I WILL BE 
WITH YOU EVERYWHERE YOU GO.  -JOSHUA 1:9B, NIRV
• You can do what you should even when you 
don’t know what will happen.
WANT TO HEAR MORE ABOUT LIVING
YOUR LIFE FOR JESUS?  THEN JOIN US IN PERSON 
ON SUNDAYS FOR ONE OR ALL OF THESE TIMES!

Sanctuary Early Church: 8:30-9:30 A.M.
Sunday School: 9:45-10:30 A.M.
Pre-K Worship: 11-11:45 A.M.
Elem First Kids LIVE Worship: 11-11:45 A.M.

November 30
• Advent Wreath Making – An event for 
all ages!  See Page 1 for details

• Introduction to Advent with Pastor 
Will – Learn about what Advent is all about 
and how this season can be an important 
spiritual practice that makes the experience 
of Christmas even more meaningful.

• Holy Land Trip Class with Pastor Mark
– This is a class to help the participants of 
the upcoming Holy Land trip prepare for 
their experience and learn more about what 
they will see!

December 7
• “The Magi” with Pastor Will – Come 
learn about one of the most fascinating 
characters in the nativity story!
• Holy Land Trip Class with Pastor Mark

December 14 
• Christmas Carol Sing Along – Join the 
Vine band in a festive celebration!
• Holy Land Trip Class with Pastor Mark

DINNER INFORMATION
Adults – $10 each (meal or salad)   Children – $5; 3 & under free   Family max – $30 

Please make dinner reservations by 4 p.m. Monday.
Go to fi rstcentenary.com/prime-time-wednesday for dinner reservations. 

November 30  BBQ Pork, Baked Beans, Coleslaw, Roll, Tropical Banana Pudding;

PRIME TIME 
SCHEDULE

Meal    5:30 - 6:30 p.m.     
Classes    6:30 - 7:15-30 p.m.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY   
Choir and First Kids

Elementary Music (Grades 2-5)  
6:15-6:55 p.m., Room 125

After rehearsal, children will go to 
the gym for activities.  Parents pick 

up kids in the gym at 7:15.

Younger Choir (4 yr - 1st grade)
  6:15-6:45 p.m., Room 123
 Parents pick up kids in the 
Elementary wing at 7:15.

YOUTH ––  Meal:  5:45 p.m.
Lesson:  6:30 p.m.  
Gym:  7:30-8 p.m.

CHOIRS –– 
Chancel Ringers:  6 p.m.
Chancel Choir:  7 p.m.

know what will happen.
T TO HEAR MORE ABOUT LIVING

Ways to Give to The Centenary 
Angel Tree Ornaments:

Would you like to share 
your Christmas with a 
child in The Centenary?  
Angel Tree ornaments 

are located in the Lobby of The Vine, the 
Narthex, and the Lobby at the side door 
of the Sanctuary. Each ornament gives the name of a 
child and full instructions for sharing your Christmas.
Sponsor a Family in Need:  
Contact Mary Grey Moses or 
Monique Strickland by phone at 
266-3345, or by email mgmoses@
fi stcentenary.com / mstrickland@
fi rstcentenary.com to select the 
size family you or your group 
would like to help.

Donate to The Centenary:
The Centenary Discretionary 
Fund – Goes to the greatest need.

Student Need Fund Provides 
clothes, shoes, books, and other 
needed items directly to students.

Student Launch Fund  Prepares 
students for college and life after 
graduation.

Summer Camp Program Fund
provides Scholarships to Camp 
Lookout and a 7-week summer 
program which includes daily 
academic enrichment, physical 
education, fi eld trips, and summer 
reading.

For more information, contact 
Mary Grey Moses at 

mgmoses@fi rstcentenary.com 
or 423-266-3345.

Advent Devotionals
available November 27

The First-Centenary Advent 
Devotional Booklet will be 
available beginning the fi rst 
day of Advent – Sunday, 
November 27.  The booklet 
will be off ered in a couple 
of diff erent ways.  A limited 
number of hard copies will 
be printed, and available on 

the table near the 2nd fl oor elevator and in The Vine 
lobby.  Each Sunday morning a church-wide email will 
be sent with that week’s devotion, which will also be 
posted on the church website daily.  If you miss a day, 
you’ll be able to access the archive of previous days.  
For some of the devotions, you’ll fi nd a QR code or a 
link which will guide you to a piece of art or music. 

Thank you to all who wrote for this book!  We are 
part of a blessed community, and I know you will 
be touched by the stories that have been shared 
for each of the days and weeks of the Advent 
season.  I am grateful to Maria Crawford, Chair 
of the Worship Arts Commission for gathering 
the submissions and editing as needed.  Rachel 
McIntyre Smith designed the beautiful images 
and page layout, and Anita Basinger prepared the 
booklet for printing.  May you be richly blessed 
though the days of this holy season. - Jan McNair
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