AN ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD

20th Sunday after Pentecost October 11, 2026 8:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. Paraments — Green

*Please stand as you are able. Please remember to turn off cell phones.

Vision Statement of First-Centenary United Methodist Church:
Build a healthy and diverse community of disciples of Jesus Christ.

Gathering Music (10:30) Dr. Mark Malone

Invocation

Voluntary (8:30) Amazing Grace

Mrs. Laurie Ziegler, flute

(10:45) Holy God, We Praise Thy Name arr. Donald Busarow
Mr. William Smith, Interim Organist

arr. J. Purifoy

*Call to Worship (8:30) Dr. Nicola Crisp (10:45) Dr. Mitch Baldree
Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

All: And also with you.
Leader: O Lord, you are my God;
All: | will exalt you and praise your name.

Leader: In perfect faithfulness you have done marvelous things,
things planned long ago.
All: You have been a refuge for the poor,
a refuge for the needy in their distress.
Leader: You are a shelter from the storm
and a shade from the heat.
All: O Lord, you are my God.
| will exalt you and praise your name forever.
(from Isaiah 25: 1, 4)

*Hymn 66 Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven

Prayer
Holy Presence, following you is seldom easy.
When worry and doubt cloud our vision
bless us with your peace.
When work and social obligations rob our strength,
grant us rest.
We yearn to focus our hearts and minds
on things that are excellent, admirable,
and worthy of praise.
Shine the light of your love in our lives,
that we may bring your light to the world. Amen.

Anthem (8:30) This is My Father’s World arr. S. Pethel
Mrs. Laurie Ziegler, flute
(10:45) I Will Sing with the Spirit J. Rutter

The Chancel Choir

| will sing with the spirit: alleluia.
And | will sing with the understanding also: alleluia.
(I Corinthians 14:15)

Ritual of Friendship Rev. Michelle Hunter

*Gratitude for Tithes and Offerings
God of steadfast love, your blessings overwhelm us.
For the abundant gifts in our lives, we thank you.
For the peace that passes all understanding, we praise you.
For keeping our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus,
we honor you.
Receive our tithes and offerings
and help us stay focused
on things that are excellent and admirable,
holy and just, righteous and pure. Amen.

*Doxology (#95)
Time for Children

Concerns and Celebrations of the Congregation
The Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer (#895)

Solo The Lord is Ever Watchful

Dr. James Harr, tenor

Mendelssohn

The Lord is ever watchful in the time of need,
and comforts those who sorrow with tender care.

(Text adapted from Psalm 107)

Old Testament Lesson Isaiah 25:1-9
Sermon Hope in a Hopeless World Rev. Jason Gattis
*Hymn (bulletin cover) How Can | Keep from Singing

*Benediction

Voluntary Fugue in B-flat Major, BWV 560 J.S. Bach

The Call to Worship written by Rev. Richard J. Fairchild, and posted on his Kir-shalom website.
The Prayer and Gratitude for Tithes and Offerings are from The Abingdon Worship Annual,
2026 Edition © 2025 by Abingdon Press.

ASSISTING IN TODAY'S SERVICES:

Acolytes: Margaret Stanley, Madolyn Waller, Norah Shears, and
Cornelius Kandakai

Pew Volunteers:

8:30: David Hudson

10:45: Lori Howard & John Parham

Welcome Desk Volunteers:

8:30: Ann Ward
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J L The Engage program is an ongoing opportunity

to match your interests with ministry
- [IENGAGE

opportunities at the church.
SERVING WITH PURPOSE Scan this code to get started.

For medical emergencies during worship services, contact the ushers. They will
call 911. Defibrillator & Oxygen in see-through hallway cabinet near back of
Sanctuary, where we hang our coats.

WE ARE GLAD YOU ARE HERE!

Please register your attendance on the Ritual of Friendship pad.
J
9 ASSISTIVE LISTENING AVAILABLE - ASK USHERS FOR ASSISTANCE.

NURSERY & FIRST KIDS SUNDAY SCHOOL:
Check-inis in the Children's hallway.

WORSHIP INFORMATION:

THE VINE SERVICE (10:45 A.M.): REV. DR. WILL LAUDERBACK
SUNDAY NIGHT SERVICE (5:00 P.M.): REV. DR. WILL LAUDERBACK

® 10:45 a.m. service telecast on Channel 12, WDEF-TV: 11:30 a.m.
Sundays & 12:35 a.m. Mondays
e Visitors please stop by the Visitor Information Desk in the Narthex.

THIS WEEK AT FIRST-CENTENARY

8:30 a.m. - Sanctuary Worship

9:30 a.m. - Sunday School

10:45 a.m. - The Vine & Sanctuary Worship
12:00 p.m. - Confirmation Parent Meeting
2:00 p.m. - Blessing of the Pets

3:00 p.m. - The Compassionate Friends . o
5:00 p.m. - PCS Walnut Street Bridge Walk Advent Devotional Subrmssmns Due
5:00 p.m. - Sunday Night Worship 6:00 p.m. - JOYs Campfire Concert

6:00 p.m. - Sunday Night Meal

10:00 a.m. - ABIDE Respite Ministry
1:30 p.m. - Aldersgate Vibrations

No events scheduled
10:00 a.m. - ABIDE Respite Ministry

2:00 p.m. - Executive Team Meeting
3:30 p.m. - SPRC
6:00 p.m. - PCS Bingo Night

10:00 a.m. - ABIDE Respite Ministry
10:00 a.m. - Crafty Capers
10:00 a.m. - PCS Charley's Coffee Talk

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: FIRSTCENTENARY.COM
FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA:

10:00 a.m. - ABIDE Respite Ministry @FIRSTCENTENARY

4:45 p.m. - Youth Program

5:00 p.m. - Laity Team Meeting
5:15 p.m. - Prime Time Meal

5:45 p.m.- Children's JumpStart Choir
6:00 p.m. - 4yr-1st Grade Choir
6:00 p.m. - Chancel Ringers

6:30 p.m. - Prime Time Classes
6:30 p.m. - JumpStart Instruments
6:30 p.m. - Children's Program
6:30 p.m. - Creation Care Meeting
7:00 p.m. - Chancel Choir

First-Centenary is a member of the Scenic South
District of the Holston Conference

P. O. Box 208, Chattanooga, TN 37401

(419 McCallie Avenue)

PHONE: (423) 756-2021



ANNOUNCEMENTS
BOOK OF NAMES

All Saints’ Sunday is November 1st. As we
prepare you are invited to record the names
of loved ones who have passed in the Book
of Names. The book will be in the Narthex
throughout October. Those “named” may be
church members, family, friends, heroes, or
heroines from other places. The Book will be
on the altar on November 1st as a reminder
of our communion with these saints.

CONFIRMATION PARENT
MEETING

Parents of students interested in Confirma-
tion are invited to a parent meeting TODAY
at 12:00 p.m. in the Student Center. We'll
share information about the Confirmation
program and answer any questions you may
@4 have. For more information, contact Tori at
tcrook@firstcentenary.com.

BLESSING OF THE PETS

Bring your furry friends to our Blessing of the

Pets TODAY! Join us outside the Welcome

Center from 2:00-4:00 p.m. for a special

* drive-thru blessing for your beloved pets. All

'ch & pets are welcome—except snakes! We look
forward to celebrating the special animals

e 1h who bring so much joy and companionship

= '-‘ gz into our lives.

=
BLESSING OF THE PETS
s

2026 ADVENT DEVOTIONAL

Advent is just around the corner! We're looking
8l for congregants to contribute to our 2026 Ad-
8 ont devotional, The Greatest Gift Ever Given.

| Participants can share a 150-word reflection,
story, artwork, or music about hope, peace,
joy or God's love. To contribute, email Maria
Crawford at mbcraw4d@gmail.com.
Submissions are due October 16th.

2026 ADVENT DEVOTIONAL

CAMPFIRE CONCERT

Join JOYs (Just Older Youth) on October
16th at 6:00 p.m. for a campfire concert

at Reflection Riding featuring Donna the
Buffalo! Bring your own lawn chair and food
trucks will be onsite. To purchase tickets,
visit reflectionriding.org/events. For more
information, contact Harriett at 704-942-8218
or fcjoys@gmail.com.

JCYK/ O

UST OLDER YOUTH
ACTIVE SENIORS

NEW MEMBERS COMMENDATION

Pastor: Brothers and sisters, | commend to your love and care these
persons whom we this day receive into the membership of this congrega-
tion. Do all in your power to increase their faith, confirm their hope, and

perfectthem in love.

Congregation: We rejoice to recognize you as members of Christ's
holy church, and bid you welcome to the First-Centenary congregation of
The United Methodist Church. With you we renew our vows to uphold it
by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service and our witness. With
God's help we will so order our lives after the example of Christ that,
surrounded by steadfast love, you may be established in the faith and
confirmed and strengthened in the way that leads to life eternal.

CHURCH STAFF
JASON GATTIS Senior Minister
WILL LAUDERBACK Senior Associate Minister
MICHELLE HUNTER Minister of Congregational Care
CAROLINE ARCHER Minister of Environmental Justice
MARY THOMPSON Executive Pastor
RICHARD LOONEY Bishop in Residence
CHARLES NEAL Minister Emeritus
DAVID HARR Minister Emeritus
BRANDI ANDERSON ABIDE Respite Ministry Director
JIM ANDERSON Facilities Assistant Director
DEANNA BECKWITH Welcome Center Administrator
TORI CROOK Shouting Stones Youth Ministry Director
ASHLEY DURHAM Facilities
BRITTANY EASTRIDGE Administrative Assistant, Ministry Support
MICHAEL EDWARDS Facilities
TROY HAMILTON Facilities Director
CLAIR HARRISON Communications Director
BINDY LEWIS Executive Assistant to the Senior Pastor

JANICE MCNAIR
JONATHAN MCNAIR
GRANT MORGAN
MARY GREY MOSES
ADDIE CAMPBELL NIX
DAVID PATTON
LINDA QUINTRELL
KIRSTEN SHIPP
RANDALL SHUPTRINE
CHRIS SPITZER
WILLIAM SMITH
TONIA TAYLOR
LEESHA VANDER WILT
ELLEN WARD

TROY WOOD
HANNAH WOODRUFF

Worship & Music Ministry Director

Music Ministry Assistant

Contemporary Worship Director

The Centenary Director

ABIDE Respite Ministry Assistant Director
Organist

Business Assistant

fcCollege Ministry & The Wesley Director
Multimedia Specialist

Shouting Stones Youth Ministry Intern
Interim Organist

Children’s Enrichment Center Director
First Kids Children's Ministry Assistant Director
First Kids Children's Ministry Director
Facilities

Shouting Stones Youth Ministry Intern
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"How Can I Keep from Singing
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1 My life flows on in end-less song; a-bove earth’s lam-en - ta - tion,
2 Th rough all the tu - mult and the strife, 1 hear that mu-sic ring - ing.
3 What though my joys and com-forts die? The Lord my Sav-ior liv - eth.
4 The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a foun - tain ev - er spring-ing!
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I catch the sweet, though far-off hymn that hails a new cre - a - tion.
It finds an ech - o in my soul. How can 1 keep from sing-ing?
What though the dark - ness gath-er round? Songs in the night he giv-eth.
All  things are mine since 1 am his! How can I keep from sing-ing?
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Since Christ is Lord of

, how can I keep from sing - ing?
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Words: Robert Lowry (1826-1899), P.D.
Music (HOW CAN I KEEP FROM SINGING 8.7.8.7 refrain 8.8.9.7): Robert Lowry, alt., PD.

2= wb_ru



