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WORSHIP ORDER
August 30, 2026

14th Sunday after Pentecost

Prelude

Preparing for Worship

Chiming the Hour

*Call to Worship                                                                
God's covenant with creation is clear:
Death will not rule us.
But what felt for generations like a far-off promise
God made real through incarnation.
Death will not rule us.
Resurrection is not only something that happened long ago,
and it is not only something that awaits the moment of our
death.
God is breathing life into dry bones. Even here, even now.
Death will not rule us.



*Hymn of Praise
God of the Living

MELITA

Prayer of Confession 
Merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you
with our whole heart and mind and strength; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
In your mercy forgive what we have been, 
help us amend what we are,
and direct what we shall be,
so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways
to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

Call to Confession



Assurance of Grace
Hear these words from the prophet Jeremiah, 
in the book of Lamentations:
"The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; 
his mercies never come to an end; 
they are new every morning; 
great is your faithfulness."

God's mercy comes fresh each day: 
through words we know 
and words we read for the first time,
in voices long trusted and voices only now being heard.

Friends, believe the good news:
We are always already loved! Thanks be to God!

*Response to the Gift of Grace (No. 581) GREATOREX
Glory Be to the Father

May the peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

*Passing of the Peace



Rev. Landon WhitsittSermon
The Hope That Would Not Die  

Second Reading
Holy wisdom, holy words,
Thanks be to God!

2 Maccabees 7:1–14, 20–24, 39–42

Transition
At this point, we will be transitioning to a live stream

of worship in the Sanctuary.

Sacred Space 

First Reading
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

 Ezekiel 37:1–14

Prayer for Illumination

TWO OAKS*Song of Community (No. 301)
Let Us Build a House (v. 1)

Let us build a house where love can dwell 
and all can safely live,
a place where saints and children tell 
how hearts learn to forgive.
Built of hopes and dreams and visions, 
rock of faith and vault of grace;
here the love of Christ shall end divisions:
all are welcome; all are welcome; 
all are welcome in this place.



*Affirmation of Faith  From The Confession of Belhar
We believe
• that God has revealed himself as the one who wishes to
bring about justice and true peace among people;
• that God, in a world full of injustice and enmity, is in a
special way the God of the destitute, the poor and the
wronged;
• that God calls the church to follow him in this; for God
brings justice to the oppressed and gives bread to the
hungry;
• that God frees the prisoner and restores sight to the
blind;
• that God supports the downtrodden, protects the
stranger, helps orphans and widows and blocks the path
of the ungodly;
• that for God pure and undefiled religion is to visit the
orphans and the widows in their suffering;
• that God wishes to teach the church to do what is good
and to seek the right;
• that the church must therefore stand by people in any
form of suffering and need, which implies, among other
things, that the church must witness against and strive
against any form of injustice, so that justice may roll
down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing
stream;
• that the church as the possession of God must stand
where the Lord stands, namely against injustice and with
the wronged; that in following Christ the church must
witness against all the powerful and privileged who
selfishly seek their own interests and thus control and
harm others.
Therefore, we reject any ideology
• which would legitimate forms of injustice and any
doctrine which is unwilling to resist such an ideology in
the name of the gospel.



Offertory

OLD HUNDREDTH
*Doxology (No. 607)

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

Transition
We will now be transitioning back to a live service. We have 

5-10 minutes remaining. Please begin to finish your work.

Announcements and Invitation to the Offering

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 



*Hymn of Sending (No. 797)
We Cannot Measure How You Heal

 YE  BANKS AND BRAES
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We Cannot Measure How You Heal
LAMENT AND LONGING FOR HEALING

797

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: John L. Bell and Graham Maule, 1989
MUSIC: Scottish melody; arr. John L. Bell, 1989
Text and Music © 1989 WGRG, Iona Community (admin. GIA Publications, Inc.)

YE BANKS AND BRAES
LMD

This 20th-century text from the Iona Community grapples with the realities of illness and pain, not only as
they afßict the body but even more as they lay waste to mind and soul. The traditional folk melody helps to
convey the sort of communal experience assumed in the last stanza.

797-we cannot measure-401.mus, Page 1
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LAMENT AND LONGING FOR HEALING

797-we cannot measure-401.mus, Page 2



*Blessings, Charge, and Benediction

Postlude

*This sign is an invitation, to all who are comfortable and able, to stand as
they offer God thanks and praise.

Hymn and scripture text printed with permission granted by CCLI License #2337964. 
Musical scores printed with permission granted by onelicense.net License #A728015. 

Prayers adapted from various sources.
AAC Symbols used with permission from Open Symbols.

The Confession of Belhar (1982) Adopted by the PC(USA) in 2016
Belhar came from South Africa and took shape in the early 1980s, during the era when
apartheid was the official policy of the white controlled government and of the white, Dutch
Reformed Church in South Africa. The Confession of Belhar offered a theological challenge to
apartheid from Christians of color in the Dutch Reformed Mission Church. Approved by that
denomination in 1986, Belhar named division based on race as sin, and called Christians and the
Church to ministries of reconciliation and justice.
Belhar has three central points: Unity, Reconciliation, and Justice. It is structured like the
Theological Declaration of Barmen. There is a biblical affirmation followed by a rejection of
false teaching. The Presbyterian Church USA adopted this Confession at the 222nd General
Assembly in 2016.

Worship Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and given in
loving memory of my precious mom, Sue Nelson Head, by Shirley
and Tom Beckman.





This icon indicates:
Registration is Required

Deacon Picnic 
September 13 | 11:30am | Manor Lawn
This event is a great gathering to bring your family
and friends to celebrate the community that we
have here at Westminster! BBQ lunch, foam
machine, petting zoo, and ice cream truck
provided! Please register. NOTE: This will be a one
worship Sunday. No 8:15am service. 

ALL Youth Back to School Party 
September 20 | 2:00pm | Chicken-N-Pickle
ALL WPC Youth Back-to-School Party at Chicken-N-
Pickle, Sunday, September 20, from 2-4pm. For
more information and to register, see the QR code.

G R O U P S
THEG I THER

W E S T I E S

Thegither Groups
Registration open until September 16th
Thegither is Westminster’s small group ministry
centered around simple meals and meaningful
connection. Fall registration is open through
September 13, with groups gathering throughout
the rest of 2026. We’re also looking for “gatherers”
to help organize groups. All are welcome!

Visit the Events page to
register for events by scanning
the QR code or going to: 
wpcokc.org/events

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mid-Week Manna
Wednesdays, Sept 16-Oct 21 | WPC
Dinner: 5:15pm | Program: 6:00-7:00pm
Mid-week Manna is for the whole family! Join us for
an optional dinner followed by programming for
adults, youth, and children. There’s something for
everyone to learn, connect, and grow together.
Please register for dinner by Monday each week.

Pastries and Prayer
Sept. 24 | 9:30am | Paris Bakery on Memorial
Join Rev. Dr. Michelle Junkin for a special breakfast
gathering featuring morning devotion, prayer, and
spiritual reflection. Space is limited, so register to
reserve your seat at the table. 

Congregational Meeting
September 13 | Following 10:30am service 
A Called Congregational Meeting will be held
immediately following the 10:30am worship service
for the purpose of filling the vacant Class of 2028
Elder position. All members are encouraged to
remain for this brief meeting before heading to the
Deacon Picnic.



This icon indicates:
Registration is Required

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Visit the Events page to
register for events by scanning
the QR code or going to: 
wpcokc.org/events

This Week I Learned
Curious about what your child is learning in
Children's Ministry today? Scan the QR code to
explore this Sunday's lesson, activities,  and
announcements! 

In-Home Communion
Communion is an important sacrament we
celebrate together as a community of faith, and all
are welcome at the table. If you or a family
member are unable to attend worship, our
Deacons offer In-Home Communion. To schedule a
visit, please get in touch with the church office.

September 17 | 9:00am | WPC 
Help pack and deliver monthly groceries to families
in need. Sign up to serve.

September 19 | 8:30am | WPC 
Serve at the Hope House to deliver monthly
groceries to families in need. Sign up to help. 

Pick up an old Pew Bible
Room 105 | Last day to pick up is August 31
Both dedicated and undedicated OLD Pew Bibles
are available for pickup in Room 105. Anyone is
welcome to stop by and take an undedicated Bible
home.

Grief Support Group
Every other Monday, Sept 21-Nov 30
12:30–2:00pm | LL30
WPC’s Grief Support Group will gather every other
Monday to offer a supportive space for those
experiencing grief. Come share, listen, and find
support alongside others walking through loss. No
registration is required, and all are welcome.

Parents’ Night Out
September 25 | 6:00-9:00pm | WPC
An evening dedicated to celebrating grandparents
and the important role they play in our families.
Children will enjoy crafts, activities, treats, and
opportunities to create gifts and memories for
their grandparents. Cost is $30 for one child or $50
for a family group (2+ kids).



PPAARREENNTTSS’’PARENTS’
NNIIGGHHTT  OOUUTTNIGHT OUT

H O N O R I N G  G R A N D P A R E N T S

SEPT.  25   |   6 :00-9 :00PM  |   WPC
4400 N  SHARTEL AVE,  OKC,  OK 73118

An evening dedicated to celebrating grandparents
and the important role they play in our families.
Children wil l  enjoy crafts, activities, treats, and
opportunities to create gifts and memories for their
grandparents.

Regist rat ion is  requi red ,  and space is
l imi ted to  25  ch i ldren .  Cost  i s  $30 for
one ch i ld  or  $50 for  a  fami ly  group
(2+ k ids) .
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30
8:15am
Worship: Chapel
9:30am
Christian Education
Inquirer’s Class
10:30am
Worship: Sanctuary
10:30am
Sensory Worship:
Frederickson Hall

14th Sunday after
Pentecost

31 1
11:30am
Stewardship Meeting

2
9:00am
Spiritual Formation
Group
10:00am
Women's Bible Study
6:00pm
Youth Night
6:00pm
Chancel Choir
Rehearsal
6:00pm
Youth Night

3
7:00am
Men's Bible Study

4 5

6
8:15am
Worship: Chapel
9:30am
Christian Education
Inquirer’s Class
10:30am
Worship: Sanctuary
10:30am
Sensory Worship:
Frederickson Hall

Communion Sunday
15th Sunday after
Pentecost

7
Church Closed

8
7:30am
Men of Westminster
11:30am
Stewardship Meeting
12:00
Children’s Ministry
Team
6:00pm
Membership and
Hospitality Meeting

9
9:00am
Spiritual Formation
Group
10:00am
Women's Bible Study
6:00pm
Chancel Choir
Rehearsal
7:00pm
Priscilla Circle
Adult Lounge

10
7:00am
Men's Bible Study

11 12

13
No Chapel Service
9:30am
Christian Education
Inquirer’s Class
10:30am
Worship: Sanctuary
Congregational Meeting
Directly Following
11:30am
Deacons Picnic

16th Sunday after
Pentecost

14
1:00pm
Caregivers Support
Group

Final day to RSVP for 9/16
Midweek Manna Dinner

15
7:30am
Men of Westminster
11:30am
Stewardship Meeting
11:30am
Mission Team Meeting

16
9:00am
Spiritual Formation
Group
10:00am
Women's Bible Study
5:30pm
Spiritual Formation 
5:15pm
Midweek Manna
Dinner
6:00pm
Midweek Manna
6:00pm
Chancel Choir

17
7:00am
Men's Bible Study
9:00am
FMS Grocery Packing
11:00am
Mary Circle
6:00pm
Deacon Meeting

18 19
8:30am
FMS Grocery Packing

20
8:15am
Worship: Chapel
9:30am
Christian Education
10:30am
Worship: Sanctuary
10:30am
Sensory Worship:
Frederickson Hall
11:30am
Care Team Meeting
2:00pm
All Youth Back To
School Party
Chicken-N-Pickle

17th Sunday after
Pentecost

21
10:00am
Dinah Circle
12:30pm
Grief Support Group 
4:00pm
Foundation Meeting

Final day to RSVP for 9/23
Midweek Manna Dinner

22
7:00am
Men of Westminster
10:00am
Knit N Pearl
11:30am 
Stewardship Meeting
12:00pm
Personnel Committee
Meeting

23
9:00am
Spiritual Formation
Group
10:00am
Women's Bible Study
5:15pm
Midweek Manna
Dinner
6:00pm
Midweek Manna
6:00pm
Chancel Choir
Rehearsal

24
7:00am
Men's Bible Study
9:30am
Pasteries & Prayers
Paris Bakery

25
6:00pm
Parents Night Out
Children’s Ministry 
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