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Stack of Stones
Several times in the Bible, the people
of God used the practice of stacking
stones on top of one another. It was
how the people remembered the way
that God had acted to save them or
make their lives better. This newsletter
serves as a reminder and a testimony
for us as Westminster of all the ways
God has been faithful to us.
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Die Hard is not – I repeat: 
IS NOT – a Christmas movie

Rev. Landon Whitsitt
Senior Pastor

I have a recurring gag I turn to every year after
Thanksgiving. As TV channels are promoting their
winter holiday slate of movies and live events, I decide
to be a bit of a Scrooge and I log onto the various
social media platforms, and I start a fake fight. 

I begin by laying out the following criteria for what is and
is not a Christmas movie: 

The plot must occur during the Christmas season.  
The events of Christmas must drive the plot, not merely exist
as setting for an otherwise generic plot line.
The movie must expound upon the themes of the Christmas
season, including (but not limited to) an exploration of “the
spirit of Christmas.”
It must explicitly intend to be a Christmas movie. 

I then declare, in no uncertain terms, that Die Hard is not – I repeat: IS NOT – a Christmas
movie, and I watch the debate ensue. 

Personally, I’m a Miracle on 34th St kind of guy when it comes to this question: “Faith is
believing when common sense tells you not to.” 

Christmas is a time that asks us to believe a very particular thing. We are asked to
believe: Love Has Come.

when we provide groceries for over 30 families every month. 
when we give our youth a safe place to be themselves. 
when we teach our children they are just as capable of helping the
world as adults are. 
when we preach a message of Grace, Peace, Love, and Justice. 

Love Has Come: 

The Bible tells us when “we love one another, God lives in us” (1 John 4:12). If “seeing is
believing” then it is easy to see that Love Has Come because I see you loving each other
and the OKC community every day. If we want to show that the spirit of Christmas is real,
all we have to do is Love. 

Peace, 
Landon 

P.S. – Elf is the best Christmas movie ever made. Just saying. 

1.
2.

 
3.

 
 

4.
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Rev. Dr. Michelle Junkin
Pastor of Spiritual Formation

Greetings, 

As I look toward the start of the New Year, I
count among my blessings the chance to
cultivate opportunities for all ages to grow in
their spiritual formation.  

In Children’s Chapel time during the Advent
season, the younger members of our church
created chocolate filled Advent calendars to
use at home with their families. We made
keepsake terra cotta bells and handmade
angels for decorating the family Christmas
tree. This year, children also made a wooden
painted holy family set so each family could
learn and reflect on the journey to the
manger and the birth of Jesus. I look forward
to the New Year and the exciting programing
that we will be offering!

what will your faith practices be this
season? 
what new spiritual practice can you
commit to keeping that would enrich your
faith? 
What disciplines or practices (such as
Sabbath keeping, bible study, works of
compassion and justice, hospitality,
prayer, or utilizing contemplative silence)
could I improve within my own spiritual
life? 

The Spiritual Formation Team has been busy
and already planning a rich Lenten
experience that can aid in our 40 days of
reflection. With the New Year just around the
corner, it is a good time to ponder:

Now might be the time to make necessary
changes to foster new growth. If you have not
joined a Circle, small group, Sunday School
class, or regularly serve in a mission of the
church, please consider how such involvement
would be beneficial to you and the church
community. The winter semester of Spiritual
Formation offers a space to engage in essential
faith practices such as hospitality, prayer,
service, bible study, and fellowship.  

Jayne Davis said, “We can’t create wonder, but
we can put ourselves in a position to
experience it, with humility, openness,
expectation; praising God for who God is and
wondering what God will be up to next.”

The New Year gives us an opportunity to
reengage in wonder, to open our hearts and
minds to that deeper connection with God. The
year 2023 gives us an invitation to engage in
biblical practices for faithful living while
investing in the life-long process of learning to
live and love like Jesus. As the New Year ushers
in a new chapter of opportunities for the use of
our time, talent, and treasure, I hope that we
can each engage in spiritual practices that
anchor us to God while bringing together
newfound wonder, joy, gratitude, and the
deepening of our relationship with God, who
already, always loves us. 

-Sincerely 
Rev. Dr. Michelle Junkin 

How in the development of my life of faith,
will this year be different than years past? 
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ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL

SALT
Studying and Learning Toghether

The Adult Sunday Morning
Focus Group meets on Sunday
mornings at 9:30 am in the
Conference Room. They
participate in teacher led
discussion based classes using
timely books, bible studies, and
articles. This Advent they are
working through “Light of the
World: A beginner’s guide to
Advent” by Amy-Jill Levine. 

Sunday Focus Adventurers SALT
This larger class meets on
Sunday mornings at 9:30 am
in the Room 103/104. This class
is lecture based with a
rotation of teachers focused
on bible study, spiritual
formation, and topics of
interest.  

STUDYING AND LEARNING TOGETHER
The newest Sunday School class
at WPC meets on Sunday
mornings at 9:30 am downstairs
in Room LL29. This pastor led
class dives into scripture and
does a thorough unpacking and
discussion.

All-Ages Sunday School
January 8 - Epiphany · February 10 - Lent

On these special days, all Sunday School classes will meet in room 103/104 for a church
wide learning opportunity taught by Landon!

*There will be no Sunday School classes on
December 25th and January 1st.

Scott Frank has been a Westminster member all of his life. Son of Sarah
and Kermit Frank, he was an acolyte and a regular at youth group and
related activities before moving to Stillwater for college in 2016.
Graduating with a degree in Marketing from Oklahoma State in 2021, he
is excited to start as the new Communications Manager! His experience
at the Dwight Presbyterian Mission, about 12 years combined attending
and counseling, has also led him back to helping with the youth group. 

Outside of work Scott has built his own computer, volunteers with the Arts Council OKC, plays pickup
basketball, supports the Oxford Comma, is tall, listened to 85,000 minutes of music in 2022, enjoys
nice writing utensils, prefers landscapes with animal subjects, is good with dogs, and goes thrifting.   

SCOTT FRANK
COMMUN ICAT IONS  MANAGER

sfrank@wpcokc.org | 405.524-2224 ext 269
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Kevin Wilkinson
Director of Worship and the Arts

For me, the last Sunday of Advent would not be
complete without the singing of our very
favorite Advent hymn, “People Look East” (Glory
to God 105). The melodic, harmonic,
contrapuntal, and metric features of this hymn
make it very exciting – but none of those are
what make it so meaningful to me. 

I grew up in the Church of Christ, far from the
liturgical tradition of the Presbyterian Church
(USA). We sang song after song celebrating
the birth of Christ through the month of
December but never really explored what it
meant to a world that had waited for so long
for the Messiah or what it meant to us to
celebrate his coming again. I did not
experience the Advent season of waiting and
expectation until my senior year of high school,
when I sang at St. Paul’s United Methodist
Church in Houston, Texas. 

Advent changed my spiritual life. It was during
my first Advent that I experienced my earliest
understanding sanctifying grace, the grace
that follows God’s justifying grace and
“engages us through the Word proclaimed,
claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us
with the bread of life and the cup of salvation,
and calls [all people] to all ministries of the
Church” (A Brief Statement of Faith). It replaced
a month of theological platitudes with a search

I have experienced new birth through the
justification and assurance brought by the life,
death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, but I am
not nearly at the end of my spiritual
development. The expectation and preparation
that comes during Advent each year presents
a new opportunity to prepare for the coming of
Christ. The stanzas of “People, Look East”
explore this idea of preparation and faithful
commitment to God’s plan. The first stanza
brings to mind the kind of preparation that we
might experience as we anticipate the hosting
friends and family in our homes, when we seek
to “Make [our houses] fair as [we] are able,
Trim the hearth and set the table.” The three
stanzas that follow continue to speak of the
promise of God’s faithfulness, but also
acknowledge and explore the trials and
tribulations of our human lives: 

Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, 
One more seed is planted there: 
Give up your strength the seed to nourish, 
That in course the flower may flourish. 
People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the Rose, is on the way. 

Birds, though you long have ceased to build, 
Guard the nest that must be filled. 
Even the hour when wings are frozen 
God for fledging time has chosen. 
People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the Bird, is on the way. 

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim 
One more light the bowl shall brim, 
Shining beyond the frosty weather, 
Bright as sun and moon together. 
People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the Star, is on the way. 

People, look east. The time is near  
Of the crowning of the year. 
Make your house fair as you are able, 
Trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the Guest, is on the way. 
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for the places in my life and in the world that
are in desperate need of the coming of Christ. 



When I look around and see a bare earth, a
world where it seems difficult at times to
continue to participate in the work of building
God’s kingdom, and a night that feels darker
and colder than what I might expect, I am
reminded of all the ways we constantly need
God to dwell with us. And, although I know
God is with us already, this season of
preparation gives me the opportunity to
make room in new ways for God to more fully
permeate my life. This Advent hymn reminds
me that our faithfulness in times of waiting
allows God to do holy work through our lives
– the make the flower flourish, to bring new
life in the nests we build, to bring the
brightest light the world has ever known to
people who still walk in darkness. The final
stanza offers imagery that brings to mind
many Christmas carols: 

Angels, announce with shouts of mirth 
Christ who brings new life to earth. 
Set every peak and valley humming 
With the word, the Lord is coming. 
People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the Lord, is on the way. 

The angels declare the coming of Christ, as they
have at Christmas my entire life. But I will always
remember how deep my joy was at the end of
my first Advent, after four weeks of preparation
and expectation.  

I love to sing Christmas carols. My very favorite
moment of the year comes when I join the
congregation in singing “Word of the Father, now
in flesh appearing” (“O Come, All Ye Faithful,”
verse 6). And I seek to prepare for that glorious
declaration each year by singing “O Come, O
Come Emmanuel,” “Come, Thou Long-Expected
Jesus,” “Savior of the Nations, Come,” “Lift Up
Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates,” and, finally,
“People, Look East.” So I invite you to join in this
season of waiting, of expectation, of preparation
– and, returning A Brief Statement of Faith, see
what new ways God will fill your life this year as
we “strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and
to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for
God’s new heaven and new earth, praying,
“Come, Lord Jesus!” 

PINT
WPC OKC

*

PRESBYTERIANS  INTO THEOLOGY*

*Presbyterians In To Theology (PINT) is a way to connect
with your fellow members over a pint in a casual setting.
PINT* offers great fellowship combined with casual
discussion exploring theology and events in the world.
(ages 21 and older)
Childcare is provided at the Shartel Campus with
reservation.

PINT* Pub Lineup - 6:30 PM
January 19 - Big Friendly
February 16 - Big Friendly
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Please also stay tuned for youth fundraisers as we
will be raising money for our 2023 mission trip. We will
be selling goods at the Under the Christmas Tree  
                       Market, and then will have fundraisers in 
                       January, February, April and May as well! 

12.1 - $50 deposit due for the 2023 Mission Trip 
12.11 - Secret Santa Sunday School
12.11 - Under the Christmas Tree (Mission Trip fundraiser) 
1.22 - Youth usher in church / Hotdog Fundraiser 
2.5 - Confirmation classes begin 
2.12 - Pancake fundraiser 
3.30 - Confirmands present to Session 
4.9 - Easter Sunday/Confirmation 
4.23 - Bake sale fundraiser 
5.7 - Youth Sunday/Final mission trip fundraiser 
6.13/20 - Mission trip to Florida 

Save the

Date!

Our WPC youth never shy 
away from a volunteer opportunity 
and have helped out at the Food Bank, Trunk-or-
Treat and Parents Night Out. They are always
gracious with their time despite their very busy
schedules, and they make me so very proud!
Prepare to see them on December 18 helping at
the Homeless Alliance. 

WPC Youth
Hello from the youth room! This fall has been one of
the busiest of my life, and I wouldn’t have it any other
way. This church is my home and my happy place,
and I absolutely love spending time with the youth. 

Sunday School is going splendidly, and our number
of kids showing up each Sunday continues to grow!
The Follow Me curriculum is perfect for us, and the
youth seem to just enjoy being together. We have
two classes – one for grades 6-12 and another for
grades 4-5. After class, we come together in our cozy
space with the couches and bean bags for a game
before heading to church. 

From corn mazes to lock-ins to movie nights, we
have had some fun times the past few months and
have built strong relationships. At our lock-in
November 19, I announced where we will be going on
this summer’s mission trip, and let’s just say the
excitement was palpable! The youth, Michelle and I
will head to Clearwater, Florida in June for a week of
Ecology Theology. We will be tagging sharks and rays
with a group called Coastal Marine Education and
Research Academy, doing beach and mangrove
clean-up with a group called Repair the Sea,
enjoying sunrise and sunset services on the beach,
and celebrating God’s beautiful creation that we are
lucky enough to call home. Trinity Presbyterian
Church in Clearwater has graciously agreed to let us
stay there, so we also look forward to making new
friends along the way! The trip should be eye opening
and awe inspiring, so plan on lots of amazing stories
once we return! 

The youth have also not shied away from
becoming more involved in Sunday services.
Sabrina Smith (16) did the liturgy in October and
Harper Ahern (11) followed suit in November. On
January 22, the youth will be taking over ushering
duties, so look out world! Here they come! 

Speaking of youth involvement, it is almost that
time again… time for Confirmation! Classes will
last 9 weeks meeting once a week on Sundays
from 11:30-1pm February 5-April 2. Confirmands
will then present Faith Statements at the Session
meeting on March 30th and will be confirmed on
Easter Sunday, April 9.  

Below are upcoming youth events to add to your
calendar. Please call, text or email me with any
questions!   

aray@wpcokc.org / 214.636.7923 

Hangin at Oktoberfest

SO CORNY!
Youth at the Corn Maze

CHEERS!

A WHEELY good ti
me!

Wheeler D
istrict

-Amber
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We are always grateful for volunteers for Godly Play. We are hosting another Godly Play
training class in January. Whether you have come once or multiple times, a refresher
course will always help you be more confident. This is also a great opportunity for you to
see what Godly Play is and see how our children learn the stories of the Bible.

Children's Ministry
Winter is coming! That means family and friends are gathering for Christmas. As we ready ourselves
for the Christmas season, I want to take a moment to say that Children’s Ministry has so much to be
thankful for this year. Attendance has been up across the board, and volunteers have been
overflowing with enthusiasm to come in and help with Sunday School and all of our events. In the year
and a half of being here, it has been gratifying to become a better part of our community.

Trunk or Treat was a huge success! It was impressive to have so many come and have fun with us. Our
staff and families came together to dress up and pass out candy to all our church and community
friends. We estimate that we had over 450 people come through!

-Melissa

Save the Date!
Drop & Shop Camp WestiesParent's Night OutGodly Play Training

Sat. Dec. 10
9:30 am-12:30 pm
Leave your kids at our
Drop N’ Shop! Children
will enjoy snacks,
crafts, and the movie
“The Grinch”! 
Register in the app or at
wpcokc.org/weekly-update 

Sat. Feb. 25
9:30 am-12:30 pm
A pop up mini VBS
day camp. Give your
children the
opportunity to
experience a small
part of what is to
come with VBS! Open
to infants to 3rd grade. 
More info coming soon!

Fri. Feb. 10
5:30 - 8:30 pm
Drop your kiddos at
the church and take
the night off! We do
fun crafts, play games,
and even take care of
dinner!
Register in the app or at
wpcokc.org/weekly-update

Sat. Jan. 14
9:30 am-12:30 pm
Come and learn the
Godly Play method!
This Sunday School
model nurtures a
child’s relationship
with God in a powerful
and prayerful setting.
Contact Melissa to sign up!
mlybarger@wpcokc.org
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Christmas Brunch
Dec. 4 | 12 pm | Garden Court

Under the Christmas Tree
Dec. 11 | 9 am - 1 pm | Garden Court

Wholeness & Remembrance
December 11 | 2:00pm | Chapel

Navigate the Holidays
Dec. 13 | 6:30pm | Room 103

You Are Loved
Dec. 18 | 8:30 am - 2:45pm | Homeless Alliance & WPC

This unique holiday shopping opportunity
will allow you the opportunity to buy gifts

that directly benefit people in our
community! Come, shop, and support

local artist and vendors!

All are welcome at this special service of
remembrance. Bring a Christmas ornament to
place on the memorial tree to honor and
remember your loved one.
(Ornaments may be picked up after Jan. 2)

A lesson in loving the grieving with the
women of Support for Infant Loss. This

event is open to anyone who loves someone
who is grieving, especially if they are

grieving the loss of a baby.

Join us for our annual Christmas Brunch in the
Garden Court!
Tickets are $10 with a family max of $30, and can be
purchased online at wpcokc.org/weekly-update or
in the WPC App!

A WPC Service Sunday! We'll begin the day with a prayer
service at 8:30 am, then we'll all work together to provide
a lovely holiday meal and event for our downtown
neighbors! There are so many opportunities to serve in
this incredible project!
All details at wpcokc.org/you-are-loved
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CHRISTM
AS EVE

Sensory Friendly Christmas Eve
Dec. 24 | 10 am | Rockwell Campus

Join us for a brief Lessons & Carols Christmas Eve service
for the whole family in a sensory friendly and judgement

free environment.  Attendees will enjoy soft music,
comfortable alternative seating, limited attendees to avoid

overstimulation, and felt boards to experience the
Christmas story.

 
More information and details in the WPC App or at wpcokc.org/weekly-

update.

Christmas Eve Street Festival
Dec. 24 | 4 - 6 pm | Shartel Ave

Join us for our annual Christmas Eve Street
Festival! This event is held outside on Shartel
Ave, between 43rd & 44th, directly in front of
the church. We begin with a brief Lessons &
Carols family friendly service, and then we
celebrate! Live Christmas music, games &
activities for all ages, cocoa, coffee, s'mores,
and even a photo area with animals! Join us for
this fun, festive, and free event!

Traditional Christmas Eve Worship
Dec. 24 | 8 pm | Shartel Sanctuary

The traditional Christmas Eve service is
December 24th, 8:00 pm in the Sanctuary. This

service will also be livestreamed on Facebook,
YouTube, and our website.

CHRISTMAS MORNING
Join us on

for worship!

December 25 | 10:30 am | Sanctuary
(One worship service - no Sunday School)
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As we finish 2022 and are looking ahead into 2023, reflect on your
level of and desire for connection within the church. Consider
joining one of these small group opportunities. There is a place
just for you!

Men Of Westminster Bible Study  
This group is open to any and all men of WPC! Join them for a weekly breakfast and Bible
Study. A rotation of teachers leads the discussions, and they are currently using Tony Dungy’s
book, “Uncommon Life—A 365 day of devotionals and scriptures.” This group meets
downstairs in room LL 29 on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am.

Thursday Morning Men's Bible Study  
This group is also open to all WPC men. This weekly Bible Study is exploring the Gospel
according to John - Encounters with Jesus. Additional bible studies in this series written
especially for Men will be used throughout the year.  They meet in room 104 on Thursday
mornings at 7:00 am.

Men's Fellowship Events
Join the men for a night out dinner, drinks, and fellowship! 
Childcare is available at the Shartel Campus.

JAN
26

6:00-8:00 pm
Hideaway Pizza

FEB
23

6:00-8:00 pm
Torchy's Tacos

SPIRITUAL FORMATION

12   STACK OF STONES  | DEC 2022



Hannah Dinah Mary Priscilla Esther

The church has 5 circles which gather for fellowship and Bible Study on various days and
times. Participating in the Circle helps celebrate with others the good news lived out in
community; the unity with diversity enriching all, your partnership with God and other women
by which you make a difference in your own unique way, and contribute to a world of justice
and peace!

1st Thursday of
the month at a

member's home
6 pm

3rd Monday of
the month at a

member's home
6 pm

3rd Thursday of
the month in the

WPC Parlor 
11:30 am

Once a month,
Sunday evenings

in various
locations

Childcare provided

Every other
Thursday in the

WPC Parlor
6 pm

Childcare provided

Women's Circles

Join us for the WPC All Circle
Dinner! This is a wonderful

opportunity to connect with
other women of the church.
We'll have dinner, fellowship,

and hear what each circle has
planned for the coming year.
You can find the circle that is

the best fit for you!

 5:30 pm | Feb 7 | $15 

Lose yourself in the ultimate
immersive art experience!

Wander through entrancing,
moving images that highlight

brushstrokes, detail, and color –
truly illuminating the mind of the
genius. Limited tickets available.

 1:00-2:00 pm | Jan 8 | $70

Fused glass is the process of
assembling pieces of glass

together to make a design then
melting them together in a kiln.

 No experience required.
 Time and Date TBD

Immersive Van Gogh
Excursion

Women's All Circle 
Dinner

Fused Glass
Excursion

SPIRITUAL FORMATION
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Adults:
Landon will be teaching another round of Rated R Bible Study!

Michelle will be hosting a class where attendees will collaborate to make
a large scale piece of Litugical Art for use in worship.

For Children and their grownups:  
Intergenerational ballroom dance lessons! Strap on your dancing shoes,
and enjoy learning some new steps! This class is for kids to attend with
their grownups, or anyone who wants to dance!
 

For Youth  
BLITZ! - The youth will be doing some hands on encouragement 
projects to spread kindness, as well as having some time for 
fellowship and games!

For Infants – PK  
Playtime  - Nursery will be open for our youngest members.   

m i d w e e k  m a n n a 
 1/18 - 2/15

Midweek Manna - food for your body and for your soul.
Five weeks of our Wednesday night offering classes begin on 
January 18th at the Shartel Campus. We'll begin with dinner served in
the garden court at 5:15 pm (optional), then at 6:00 pm a variety of
enriching classes will be offered for all ages (details coming soon).

I n  m e m o r y  o f :

o r  i n  h o n o r  o f :

Poinsettias - $25
T h i s  p o i n s e t t i a  i s  g i v e n  b y :  ( p l e a s e  p r i n t  c l e a r l y )

P o i n s e t t i a s  a r e  u s e d  t o  d e c o r a t e  t h e  c h u r c h  &  d e l i v e r e d  t o  m e m b e r s  b y  t h e  C a r e  T e a m  &  D e a c o n s .
M a k e  c h e c k s  p a y a b l e  t o  W e s t m i n s t e r  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  w i t h  W P C  D e a c o n s  i n  t h e  m e m o .



YOU ARE
LOVED
WPC SERVICE SUNDAY

We are SO excited for our upcoming missions project - YOU ARE LOVED! On
Sunday, December 18th, we will begin the morning with a brief prayer
service at 8:30 am in the sanctuary, then we will head down to the
Homeless Alliance to offer a holiday meal, experience, and gifts to our
downtown neighbors! We will also have several ways to serve right here at
WPC for those who would like to stay in the building! 

We are busy making all of the necessary preparations for this project, and
YOU can get involved!! Whatever your gifts may be, we have a spot for you
to use them to bless your neighbors and show them Christ's love this
Christmas! 

Do you love to cook? Sign up for a shift in the WPC Kitchen prepping and
cooking the Christmas meal! Do you love kids? Sign up for a stocking and
provide items to fill a stocking for a child in our Feed My Sheep program!
Want a SUPER easy way to help? Like, you don't even have to leave your
couch?? Check out our Amazon Wishlist (QR Code below) and provide a 

few items to gift our neighbors on Christmas! You can have your items shipped directly to the
church! These folks live or spend a great deal of time outdoors, and we endeavor to gift them
each a warm hoodie, warm hat, a good pair of gloves, and a nice pair of socks for Christmas.

Keep an eye on our progress on the thermometers in the Garden Court. We
need 350 EACH of all the gift items, and we are about halfway there! 

300

200

100

GOAL!
This opportunity for us, as a church, to get out in the community and LOVE
our neighbors is fantastic. We get to do as we are taught by Jesus, in the
season which we are celebrating Him and the gift
God gave to the world! 

All of the information about this event - including
signups for shifts and for stockings - is on our
website at wpcokc.org/you-are-loved, or right at
the very top of the WPC App!

THANK YOU for your involvement,
and for helping make this Service
Sunday a beautiful success!!!

AMAZON
WISHLIST
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Westminster Presbyterian Church - OKC

Congregational Giving
"The willingness to give is a sign of life. The fruit
tree gives of its fruit, and we know it is alive.
When it no longer gives, we know real life has
gone out of it. The heart that hoards the
blessings of God is no longer alive with spiritual
power.

To give is to live."

- The Worship Sourcebook

W E S T M I N S T E R
P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H

 www.wpcokc.org/give


