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plentiful
/ˈplen(t)əfəl/
ladjective
existing in or yielding great quantities; abundant.
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Sunday School Launch

Parent 's Night Out

WPC Leadership Retreat

Al l  Women's Circle Dinner

PINT* 

New Members Class Begins

Midweek Manna Begins

Elk Bugling

Glass Blowing Women's Event

Golden Gir ls Tea Outing

Parent 's Night Out

Oktoberfest

Trunk or Treat

Youth Halloween Party

Men's Event TBD

Combined Sunday School (Reformation Sunday)

PINT*

Parent 's Night Out

Golden Gir ls Pie Outing

Combined Sunday School Class (Advent)

Deacon's Decorate for Christmas

Stack of Stones
Several times in the Bible, the people
of God used the practice of stacking
stones on top of one another. It was
how the people remembered the way
that God had acted to save them or
make their lives better. This newsletter
serves as a reminder and a testimony
for us as Westminster of all the ways
God has been faithful to us.
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Most exciting to me is the ways we are
working to connect with one another this
year. We’re going to run a repeat of all the
greatest hits, and hold an Octoberfest and
Christmas Brunch as well as a Christmas
Eve Street Festival for the Third year in a
row! We’ve also launched our new WPC
Mobile App, which can be used to
livestream worship and chat with fellow
church members.  

Last month, I stood in living rooms for our
annual House Gatherings and told you,
“Last year, I came to you with all sorts of
new and exciting things. This year, it’s just
more excitement!” What a year it has
been! After a full year of being shut down
physically, we came back together with a
passion, and learned a lot about who we
want to be and become in our City. Much
of what we tried worked. This year, we
want to see if it was a fluke or not. 
 

Rev. Landon Whitsitt
Senior Pastor
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With an organ that is fully functional and a
new Director of Worship and the Arts
joining us, our worship life is poised to be
as good as ever. We are excited about this
year’s upcoming sermon series, and the
chance it gives us to intentionally talk
together about LOVE. 
 
We’re adding a new movement to the
calendar this year by designating
November as “Christian Ethics Month.” If
God calls us to love our neighbors as
ourselves, how do we do that? To help us,
we’ve invited former Moderator of the
General Assembly, Rev. Bruce Reyes-
Chow, to come lead a one-day
conference based on his book, In Defense
of Kindness. Bruce is a good friend. I think
you’ll enjoy him quite a bit. 

Our missions work continues apace. The
number of you who have shown up to
pack groceries or donated supplies for
Feed My Sheep has been heartwarming.
This holiday season we have more
opportunities to serve and connect with
our community in  meaningful ways. 

There is so much good happening in our
community, and I want to thank you,
personally, for the ways you continue to be
Christ’s people in amazing ways. 
 
Peace, 
landon 

Much of what we tried worked.
This year, we want to see if it
was a fluke or not. 



Kevin Wilkinson
Director of Worship and the Arts

incredible ways over these years and has
shown me profound expressions of God’s
love through my relationships with
laypeople and clergy that I will always
cherish. But I never thought Oklahoma City
could feel as much like home as it does
now - when I am returning to the
denomination that gave life to my faith. 
 
In 2015, I married the most amazing
spouse, Emily (she is most definitely the
better half of this pair), whom I met at
Oklahoma City University, and we have
two golden retrievers, Teddy and Posi, who
run our household. We are both active
members of Canterbury Voices (much to
the chagrin of Teddy and Posi when we
are away for Monday evening rehearsals).
From April through October (on a good
year), my evenings are most often
consumed by the Houston Astros,
although you are more likely than not to
find me wearing Astros socks year-round.
 
Emily and I are so excited to join you next
month and begin this journey of shared
ministry!

I never thought Oklahoma City could ever
feel so much like home. Born in Texas and
raised around the country (and, for a short
time, in Dubai), I grew up sure of one thing:
that I would never live in Oklahoma (we
frequently visited family all over the state
when I was a child). But, sure as I might
have been, I arrived at Oklahoma City
University to complete an undergraduate
degree at the Wanda L. Bass School of
Music in the fall of 2009 and haven’t left
since. Though I was raised in the Church of
Christ and spent a year in a United
Methodist Church before leaving for
college, it was in Presbyterian churches in
Nashville and Oklahoma City that I began
to understand my faith - including six
years of transformational growth at
Central Presbyterian Church.
 
For the past eight years, I have served
alongside many wonderful minister-
musicians in United Methodist Churches in
Oklahoma City and found my path into
vocational ministry, which included
returning to OCU for a master’s degree in
choral conducting. God has blessed me in 
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We are thrilled to announce our new Director of Worship and the Arts, Kevin
Wilkinson! Kevin will officially join us on Sunday, October 9th, and we are
excited to welcome him to the team. Meet Kevin!
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The wide variety of opportunities below have
been curated, in a nutshell, to open our hearts
and minds to that deeper connection with God
during the busy time of the fall semester amid
family obligations, work schedules, football
games, school commitments, and everyday
life.  

Each fall, I think it is helpful to recall that we
have been given a gift in Christian Education
shared between all ages of the church. For
regardless, if we are a child or adult, the
opportunity is given to each of us as members
in the family of faith to seek transformation
within a life-giving community and not let
stagnation slow us down in our Christian
development and understanding.  We are not
to be bystanders in our spiritual lives but called
to constantly learn from the bible and be
enriched in Christian community as active
participants with God, who is ever inviting us
into a deeper relationship with God, and each
other, through the reading of scripture and the
practicing  of  our  faith  together.   Reshaping 

As we are each given the invitation to invest in
the life-long process of learning to live and
love like Jesus, I hope the opportunities
included in this newsletter will be enriching,
rewarding, and meaningful to your Christian
walk of discipleship to embrace grace by faith
while keeping a lifelong zeal for learning about
God’s love; to engaging in a holy endeavor,
and loving God not just with our hearts…but
also with our minds.  

Sincerely,

Rev. Dr. Michelle Junkin 

Rev. Dr. Michelle Junkin
Pastor of Spiritual Formation

Greetings,  

It is great to be back in the office after the gift
of a sabbatical. The launch of Sunday School
on September 11th, 2022 is a milestone of
beginning another year of Christian Education
for all ages in the church. The Fall semester
Spiritual Formation offerings provide a space to
engage in essential faith practices such as
hospitality, prayer, service, bible study, sharing
faith stories, and fellowship; to name a few. 
 Spiritual formation is a journey, and these
educational offerings strive to provide the
chance to reengage us in a rhythm that is
different than our summertime schedules. 
 

Religious Education: Conversations on
Contemporary Practice, Maria Harris shares “a
congregation embodies the tradition of
Christian faith and, through corporate lives,
communicates the meaning of faith to the
next generation by the way they worship and
live together.” 



Sunday Focus currently has
begun a study on sin to parallel
Landon's September sermon
series. This fall they will join
reading the book "In Defense of
Kindness," that is selected for
our congregational book read. 

Book list for the fall:
-Speaking of Sin: The Lost
Language of Salvation
Barbara Brown Taylor 
-What Do We Do With Evil?: The
World, The Flesh, and The Devil
Richard Rohr
·In Defense of Kindness.
Bruce Reyes Chow 

Adventurers Class is a full and
vibrant Sunday School class and
community. They meet Sunday
mornings at 9:30 am in room 103,
as well as via Zoom. Their
classes are full of depth and
meaning, from the singing of
favorite hymns, to the deep and
meaningful lessons and
discussions.

Fall Studies:
Sept 11 – Oct 23 Bible Study on
Romans 
Nov 6-20 - Churchwide book
study of In Defense of Kindness 

(Studying And Learning Together
- Colossians 4:6) Grab a cup of
coffee and a donut and let's
show up to take a look at the
Scripture readings we’ll be using
in worship each week. Landon
will offer some background on
the texts and we’ll talk about
how we see the scriptures giving
shape to our lives. Then, when
we get to worship, the service
will hopefully be that much more
rich because of the conversation
we’ve had!

Sunday Focus
Conference Room

Adventurers
Room 103/104

SPIRITUAL FORMATION

S.A.L.T.
LL29

Combined Sunday School Classes
Led by Rev. Landon Whitsitt
October 30 - Reformation Sunday
November 27 - Advent
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Small Group Class led by Rev.
Dr. Michelle Junkin. 
This class integrates prayers and
painting to create mixed media
artwork in a journal that can be
used for devotionals and
personal stories. The class is
great for all levels of artists,
from someone who is new to
picking up a brush or those who
are seasoned artists.
MOJO Art Room

Lecture based class taught by
Rev. Landon Whitsitt. 
Talking about theology can be
very intimidating for some
people, but it doesn't have to
be! Join us for this class if you
want to feel more confident
when you talk about your faith.
Room 103/104

The Youth (6th - 12th grade) are
invited to join Youth Director
Amber Ray and sit together at
Rev. Whitsitt’s class. 

Children (K - 5th grade)  will
meet in Theater Room with
Melissa.

Children (Pre-K and younger) will
have nursery care available with
crafts and other activities!

Paint and Prayer Art Journal
Workshop 

How to (honestly) Talk 
About God 

Youth and Children's
Offerings

FALL OFFERINGS

PINT
WPC OKC

*

PRESBYTERIANS  INTO THEOLOGY*

PINT* is back! *Presbyterians In To Theology is a way to connect with
your fellow members over a pint in a casual setting. PINT* offers great
fellowship combined with casual discussion exploring theology and
events in the world. (ages 21 and older)
Childcare is provided at the Shartel Campus with reservation.

PINT* Pub Lineup - 6:30 PM
September 29 - Fassler Hall
October 23 - Oktoberfest at WPC
November 10 - Big Friendly
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Midweek Manna will be held at the Shartel Campus on Wednesday evenings in October! We start with food for
your body with a  5:15 pm (optional with pre-order purchase). Then, at 6:00 pm, feed your soul with your choice
of educational offerings! 
Details and RSVP: WPC App - Events tab, WPC Website - /weekly-update, Phone - 405.524.2224 ext 234
Please RSVP for dinner by Monday at noon for that Wednesday's Midweek Manna



Westminster has several women's circles which gather for
fellowship and Bible Study. Joining a circle is a way you can
participate in Christian community, deepen your partnership with
God and other women, and contribute to a world of justice and
peace. All women of the church are welcome to join a circle!
There is an upcoming opportunity to learn more about each
circle, hear their plans for the year, and find the best fit for you!

WPC WOMEN

WPC App: Events tab
WPC Website: /weekly-update
Phone: 405.524.2224 ext 234

Tuesday, Sep. 27 | 5:30 pm
4400 N. Shartel Ave

cost - $10
 RSVP by Sep. 20th

Women's
C I R C L E S

The Golden Girls are a women's group for single women, widows,
and their friends. The Golden Girls go on frequent outings around
Oklahoma City. Join them on one of their upcoming adventures!
Lady’s Tea Inspirations  
Where: Inspirations Tea House 
When: Tuesday October 18th at 11:00 am. 
Cost: Participants order from menu, Dutch treat
Edmond Excursion – an afternoon with the gals over a slice of
homemade pie. 
Where: Railyard Pie Company  
When: Tuesday November 15th at 1:00 pm. 
Cost: Participants order from menu, Dutch treat

Knit and Pearls is not just a place to participate in needle art. It is
really all about connecting. You don’t have to bring anything
other than yourself! Spending time with one another is the basis
for Christian community and Knit and Pearl provides the space
for that. Friendships and connections are built in the gatherings,
as well as mission and spiritual growth. Over the past several
years, this special ministry has knitted and distributed over 500
winter hats through missions at Westminster and the Health Care
Alliance here in OKC. There is a growing supply of winter hats
being knitted by the group for distribution this winter. K&P meet
during the last week of the month on various days, so watch the
Westminster calendar for the monthly announcement. All are
welcome to join this cozy comfortable space of fellowship and
mission!!!   
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WPC App: Events tab
WPC Website: /weekly-update
Phone: 405.524.2224 ext 234

RSVP for
events:



The Men of Westminster have a weekly breakfast and Bible Study here at
the church! A rotation of teachers will lead conversations using Tony
Dungy’s book, “Uncommon Life—A 365 day of devotionals and scriptures.”

7:30 - 9:00 am on Tuesday mornings in Room LL 29

All church women are invited to learn the beautiful art of glass blowing! We'll
meet at Blue Sage Studios in Oklahoma City and each make our own
creation! Cost varies depending on what you choose to create. Spots are
limited, so get signed up if you'd like to attend! 
More details online and in the app - Childcare available 
upon request. 

SPECIAL WOMEN'S EVENTS

WPC App: Events tab
WPC Website: /weekly-update
Phone: 405.524.2224 ext 234

 Oct. 12th | 5:00 pm
Blue Sage Studio

cost - $35 -$45
 

Calling all artisans, crafters, knitters, crocheters, etc! You're invited to
participate in “Under the Christmas Tree!” This special Christmas market will
feature a variety of home-made, handmade, or fair-trade items on Sunday,
December 11th. This unique holiday shopping opportunity will allow you the
opportunity to buy gifts that directly benefit people in our community!
Consider showcasing your special wares for sale at this festive Christmas
market! Save the date for this special event (more details to come) and if
you'd like to reserve an artist's booth please contact us (info below).

Under the Christmas Tree  
Where: Payne Garden Court
When: Sunday, December 11th 
Cost: $25 per table
Contact Stephanie Alarid to reserve your table! salarid@wpcokc.org

Another weekly morning bible study class will be exploring the Gospel
according to John - Encounters with Jesus. Additional bible studies in this
series especially for Men will be used throughout the year. 

7:00 am on Thursday mornings in Room 104   

WPC MEN
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Nominations are now being accepted for church leaders! Prayerful ly consider who you
believe would be a good f it  for Deacon, Elder ,  Trustee,  or Nominating Committee here
at WPC. Nominations can be made at www.wpcokc.org/weekly-update.  



Rhonda Hefton
Director of Missions
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Westminster is growing into it's mission to be "The Church
That Feeds People." We are working hard every day to add
to our missions that feed the hearts, souls, and bellies of
our neighbors, and we'd love for you to be a part of this
work. Get in touch with Rhonda, donate to our Missions, or
simply show up to any of our volunteer opportunities to
love Jesus by loving his people.

Rhonda Hefton
rhefton@wpcokc.org



Music Notes

Anne Dawson

I know that you’re all excited to have our organ back and to
hear Steve and Melissa   bring  it   to  life!   Our  Principal
Organist, Steve Thompson has given us the following
information and history of the organ and it’s refurbishing:

Westminster’s sanctuary organ was originally built
in 1959 as Opus 1275 by the Reuter Organ Company
of Lawrence, Kansas. It represents the efforts and
contributions of many people through the years to
design, engineer and install an instrument of the
breadth, visual design, and quality needed to serve
as the cornerstone of Westminster’s music ministry.
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Originally, the instrument was 65 ranks (a rank is complete set of pipes, usually one for each key), five
divisions (a division is a full section of the organ, like the pedal division), and was controlled by a three-
manual (keyboard) console. In the mid 90’s the organ was expanded by adding the Great II division in
the North Chancel and an Antiphonal division above the balcony. The Antiphonal division consists of 14
ranks (for comparison, the Chapel organ has eight ranks). In 1995, the Trompette en Chamade (the
horizontal pipes under the balcony) was added and a new four-manual drawknob console was
installed to control the new ranks and divisions. In 2018, we replaced the original operating system which
had become unreliable, converted the wiring to fiber optics, added several new solo sounds, and also
made some tonal revisions.

The four divisions of the organ located on the South side of the Chancel--the Swell, Choir, Pedal and
Great I--have just gone through a major renovation and “re-leathering” at the Reuter factory—a
process that typically is required about every 60-70 years if properly maintained. Prior to the renovation,
part of the pedal division could not be used as it was not accessible for repair. To remedy this, the
engineers at Reuter redesigned the Swell and Choir chambers to three levels to allow easier access for
future maintenance. This also allowed for a few additions and tonal revisions that were required on
reinstallation.
The sanctuary organ is the largest pipe organ in the State of Oklahoma with 107 ranks and over 6,000
pipes. Our local chapter of the American Guild of Organists, because of all that the instrument has to
offer, its sheer size, and the beauty of the sanctuary, has historically relied on the instrument for
functions involving guest artists. Most recently, in 2020 AGO and Westminster hosted Bruce Neswick, a
world renown organist, for a hymn festival involving the entire community. In October 2017, after they
returned from their tour in Europe, I performed with the UCO Wind Symphony Orchestra Lux Aeternum by
David Maslanka. Dr. Melissa Plamann, our Artist in Residence, frequently uses the organ to teach
students and for recitals.

Westminster has provided a world-class instrument for worship and to glorify God; but, they have also
generously provided and maintained this exquisite pipe organ for use by our community for advancing
and encouraging the arts.



CHILDREN'S MINISTRY

We are so excited about our upcoming launch!
September 11th we are kicking off our Sunday
school program for the 22-23 school year. We will
be meeting upstairs in our “Living Room”. You and
your children will have the chance to tour the
classrooms, as well as meet our teachers and
each other! After 10:30 am worship that same
day, please join us at the Deacon’s picnic. We
have a fun area planned in room 103/104 for the
kids with crafts and games!*

Another exciting opportunity for kids and their
grownups is our monthly Parent's Night Out! Drop
your kiddos at the church and take the night off!
We do fun crafts, play games, and even take care
of dinner! Cost is $25 for the first child and $40
max per family. All children should bring a water
bottle, diaper bag (if necessary), and children
under 4 should bring a change of clothes. 

Midweek Manna is also coming up! Every
Wednesday in October we'll gather for dinner,
fellowship, and spiritual growth. We have
offerings for all ages! Our theme will be Fruit of
the Spirit. We will be learning how each fruit is a
guide for how we are meant to behave. 

Finally, our annual Trunk or Treat will be October
25th! We are looking forward to working with the
different circles in the church as well as
volunteers to give the Westminster children as
well as the children in the surrounding
neighborhood a fun and safe environment for
Halloween fun!

We can't wait for another exciting year together!

5:30 - 8:30 pm

Parent's Night Out

Friday, Sep. 16 
Friday, Oct. 21
Friday, Nov. 11

5:15 - 8:00 pm

Midweek Manna

Wednesday, October 5 
Wednesday, October 12 
Wednesday, October 19
Wednesday, October 26

RSVP to these events and more!

RSVP

WPC App: Events tab
WPC Website: /weekly-update
Phone: 405.524.2224 ext 234

Melissa Lybarger
Coordinator of Children's Ministry
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WPC YOUTH

faith and love into action. All three groups
will be meeting in the youth room as Club
4/5 has moved! The youth are
encouraged to come hang out in the
youth room before moving into their
classrooms at 9:30 am. This year’s
teachers include Brian Litteral, Susan
Young, Michelle Smith, Dave Thompson,
Scott Rowland, Peter Junkin and Kirk
Purnell. We always need more teachers
though, so if you are interested in working
with youth, please let me know! 

Below are upcoming youth events to add
to your calendar. Please call, text or email
me with any questions! 

Hello! If I haven’t met you yet, I am Amber,
the new Director of Youth Ministry here at
WPC, and I am thrilled to be here! As a
native Okie, I could not be happier to be
home, but as someone that just moved
back from Colorado, I could have done
with a little less heat this summer! Fall is
my favorite season as it means cooler
weather and Oklahoma State football…GO
POKES!

This summer was my first retreat as a
youth director. Ten girls and I headed to
Broken Bow in July for some fun, bonding,
and relaxation, and it was marvelous. We
also spent a day volunteering at Goodland
Academy in Hugo which was a wonderful
experience for us all. We followed that up
with a youth hang out here at the church
in August where we prayed for a smooth
school year, watched a movie, ate pizza
and just enjoyed each other’s company.

I am very excited about Sunday School
this year as we will be continuing with the
Follow Me curriculum, which spans 36 units
and is a study for lifelong Christians and
those beginning to ask questions, making
it perfect for youth. Through this
curriculum, our Club 4/5 and middle and
high school youth will be practicing to put 

Amber Ray
Director of Youth Ministry

Sep. 10: Club 4/5 Movie Night
Sep. 11: Sunday School LAUNCH
Sep. 18: First Sunday School class
Sep. 24: Youth Picnic at Wheeler 
October 8: Elk Bugling Hike
October 25: Youth Halloween Party
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cell - 214.636.7923
aray@wpcokc.org



This Fall you are invited to join in on the
congregational wide book read of Bruce
Reyes Chow Book, In Defense of Kindness. 
Books can be purchase at the front desk
starting September 11th and at Full Circle
Book Store. Small groups and many of
the Sunday morning Adult Education
classes will be using the book to lead
their studies in October and November. 

You can sign up to be an attendee of a
small group or sign up to host a group
discussion over the material in the book
by contacting Kim Mitchell. Hosts are
needed to provide a space for 8-12
people for a Small Group discussion. 
Books are $20 at WPC front Desk ($3.00 of
the cost of the book is included to help
with costs to bring in the author to be a
featured speaker in November!) 

IN DEFENSE OF KINDNESS

WPC members and friends are invited to attend 
“In Defense of Kindness” Congregational Workshop – 

a special event to interact and learn together with the author, Bruce Reyes- Chow. 
  

8:30 check-in, 9am – 12pm
breakfast and snacks

Saturday Nov. 12, 2022 - Room 103/104/105   
Childcare available with advance signup

Cost: $25.00 
  

B R U C E  R E Y E S - C H O W
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making beautiful things for this beautiful place. I am
looking forward to continuing to co-lead the Esther
Circle, building the ministry and supporting the women
of Support for Infant Loss, and serving in other ways here
at Westminster. The Ahern family is very much at home
here, and we thank you for your support, no matter the
season.

Abbey Ahern
Director of Communications  

Watch for  detai ls  of  these upcoming events  in  the
WPC app,  onl ine ,  and in  your  bul let in !

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven.
Ecclesiastes 3:1

I absolutely love Westminster. I love the community here, I love the worship, I love the space
we have to wonder, and so much more. Working as your Director of Communications and
Engagement has filled my cup, and I am so proud of the work we have done together. When I
began working for the church at the height of the pandemic, we were not even meeting in
person! We made it through that season, through the season of Parking Lot worship, and now
the season of being back in the building and absolutely thriving. 

Seasons are now changing for my family. I have two incredibly busy middle schoolers, two in
elementary school, and a husband in the military with an unpredictable work schedule.  For
this and a  few other  reasons,  I  am  stepping  down  as  the  Director  of Communications.
With all of the chaos in our life, my girls need a constant, and that will be me. I am grateful to
be able to stay on the  team working  from home in a  graphic design position,  because I love

Mom 



4400 North Shartel  Avenue
Oklahoma City ,  Oklahoma 73118
405.524.2204

Shartel Campus
4400 N. Shartel Ave.
Okc, Ok 73118
405.524.2224

Rockwell Campus
14501 N. Rockwell Ave.
Okc, Ok 73142

Office Hours
(WPC offices are located at the 
Shartel Campus)

M-F | 8:00 am - 5:00 pm

Sunday Worship Times

Chapel | Shartel Campus
8:15 am

Sanctuary | Shartel Campus
10:30 am
10:30 am service Livestream
available on Facebook, YouTube,
wpcokc.org, and the WPC App

Rev. Landon Whitsitt
Senior Pastor
lwhitsitt@wpcokc.org

Rev. Dr. Michelle Junkin
Pastor of Spiritual Formation
mjunkin@wpcokc.org

Elder Kim Mitchell
Interim Pastor of Care and Fellowship
kmitchell@wpcokc.org

Contact Pastoral Staff

/wpcokc

@westminsterokc

www.wpcokc.org

Westminster Presbyterian Church - OKC

Congregational Giving
"The willingness to give is a sign of life. The fruit
tree gives of its fruit, and we know it is alive.
When it no longer gives, we know real life has
gone out of it. The heart that hoards the
blessings of God is no longer alive with spiritual
power.

To give is to live."

- The Worship Sourcebook

W E S T M I N S T E R
P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H

 www.wpcokc.org/give


