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An article in the Chicago Tribune by Chris Erskine stated, “By any measure, the Pacific 
Crest Trail is a beastly thing, an angry anaconda that slithers up the entire length of 
California and all the way to Canada, some 2,650 rugged miles. That's approximately 6 
million steps—some of them glorious, many of them merciless.” Sounds like life, doesn't 
it? Countless rugged miles. More steps than you can count. Some glorious. Many 
merciless. The article goes on to say, however, “But along the way, mercy is at hand.” 
The Tribune article focused on the people who take it upon themselves to help the 
hikers on that grueling trail. They open their homes for the weary travelers and provide 
meals, mail service, and help along the way. The helpers are called “trail angels.” “Trail 
angels” could also be a good description of Christians interacting with others in the 
world. The article especially focused on Donna Saufley and her husband who, the 
article says, “set up tents and a trailer to handle the spring crush.” She calls their home, 
“Hiker Heaven.” According to the article, “She talks fondly about the payoffs of being a 
trail angel: witnessing the hikers' emerging humanity, their grit, their brio, and the 
inevitable baring of souls. Traveling the trail ‘is humbling,’ she says. ‘I compare it to the 
peeling of an onion. You see people for what they are.’” Donna and her husband host 
as many as 1200 through hikers a year in their ordinary home. They don't take any 
money. She says, “I always say that it's a river of life that washes up to my shore.” The 
article concludes: “[Donna Saufley] loves it when her sanctuary is filled with hikers. [She 
says,] ‘The sounds of conversations mingling with music and laughter is divine to my 
ear.’”  
 
What a beautiful picture of what the church is called to be for those inside the family of 
God and those yet to join the family of God; a community or a family that welcomes and 
accepts all who come our way regardless of who they are just as Jesus freely welcomed 
and accepted us into the church, the family of God. We can’t do the journey of life as 
God would have us to without one another in the family of God. In this New Year 
sermon series entitled, “One Another,” we are going to dive into what the Bible has to 
say about the necessity of one another in the community of God which will enable us to 
thrive every step of our hike through life. We begin with what the Bible teaches about us 
welcoming one another.  
 
 
 
 
 



Romans 15:7-12 

7 Therefore, accept each other just as Christ has accepted you so that God will 
be given glory. 8 Remember that Christ came as a servant to the Jews to show 
that God is true to the promises he made to their ancestors. 9 He also came so 
that the Gentiles might give glory to God for his mercies to them. That is what the 
psalmist meant when he wrote: 

“For this, I will praise you among the Gentiles; 
    I will sing praises to your name.”  

10 And in another place it is written, 

“Rejoice with his people, 
    you Gentiles.”  

11 And yet again, 

“Praise the LORD, all you Gentiles. 
    Praise him, all you people of the earth.”  

12 And in another place Isaiah said, 

“The heir to David’s throne will come, 
    and he will rule over the Gentiles. 
They will place their hope on him.”  

 
             
CHRIST WELCOMING ALL 
 
Here in the theologically rich book of Romans, the Apostle Paul makes the point that 
Jesus, the long-awaited Messiah, the Christ, came not only for the Jews, but also the 
Gentiles. Jesus came to welcome all into the family of God. The Jewish people were 
considered by many to be God’s children, whereas the Gentiles were deemed to be 
outside of the family of God. Paul makes it clear both Jews and Gentiles are equally 
welcomed into the family of God. Paul especially drives this point home by quoting Old 
Testament passages to show God’s plan from the beginning of time was not only to 
welcome into the family of God His chosen people, the Jews, but also to widen the 
family of God to include the Gentiles. God then has made it possible through Jesus to 
join together Jews and Gentiles as one, all people from all nations and all walks of life, 
to be accepted into the family of God. When Jesus came into this world, He was God’s 
open arms of welcome into the family of God for all people.  
 
What we first see in the Old Testament is God adopted the Israelites into the family of 
God based solely upon His grace, God’s unmerited favor on them. God could have 
chosen any other race or nation but for whatever reason God chose the Jewish people 
to be His children. The Jews did nothing to deserve it and as a matter of fact they did 



just about everything to reject God’s welcome into the family of God. What many of the 
Jewish people did not catch was the Old Testament also pointed to the fact Jesus came 
not only for the Jews but to also welcome into the family of God, the Gentiles, or in other 
words, all people of all walks of life. The Bible says in John 1:12, “But to ALL who 
believed him and accepted him, he gave the right to become children of God.” When 
Jesus was on the cross with His arms spread wide open, God was inviting, accepting, 
and welcoming all who will to become children of God, to join the family of God. Jews 
and Gentiles did nothing to deserve this acceptance from God. 
 
The same is true for us today. The only reason we are accepted and welcomed by God 
into the family of God is God’s undeserved grace. Bryan Chapell, in his book, Holiness 
By Grace, tells of an old tale of a man who died and faced the angel Gabriel at heaven's 
gates. The angel said, “Here's how this works. You need 100 points to make it into 
heaven. You tell me all the good things you have done, and I will give a certain number 
of points for each of them. The more good there is in the work that you cite, the more 
points you will get for it. When you get to 100 points, you get in.” The man said, “Okay! I 
was married to the same woman for 50 years and never cheated on her, even in my 
heart.” Gabriel replied, “That's wonderful. That's worth 3 points.” “3 points?” said the 
man incredulously. The man continued, “Well, I attended church all my life and 
supported its ministry with my money and service.” Gabriel replied, “Terrific! That's 
certainly worth a point.” “One point?” said the man with his eyes beginning to show a bit 
of panic. The man didn’t give up and then said, “Well, how about this: I opened a shelter 
for the homeless in my city and fed needy people by the hundreds during holidays.” 
Gabriel said, “Fantastic, that's good for 2 more points.” “TWO POINTS!” cried the man 
in desperation. “At this rate the only way I will get to heaven is by the grace of God.” 
Gabriel said, “Ah, now you got it! Come on in.” It is solely by God’s grace that we are 
loved, accepted, and welcomed into the family of God just as we are. We don’t need a 
ticket or to pass or test or have enough money or education or live a good enough life to 
be welcomed into the family of God. Isn’t that unbelievably great, good news? Jesus 
has taken care of the price of entrance and now God welcomes everyone who will 
accept God’s invitation to join the family of God. 
 
US WELCOMING ONE ANOTHER 
 
Romans then tells us now that we have been welcomed into the family by God’s grace, 
we are to show that same grace and accept and welcome all into the family of God. 
When Paul wrote this to the church in Rome, the church had been around for quite 
some time and were now dealing with the very real challenge of Jews welcoming in 
Gentiles into the family of God and then showing true hospitality to each other within the 
life of the church. For instance, there were some Jewish Christians who said the Gentile 
Christians will be fully embraced, accepted and welcomed into the church as long as 
they strictly followed all the laws of the Jewish people, such as what foods were kosher, 
and they observed all the Jewish holidays, and kept the Sabbath, and to add to all of 
this the men were to get circumcised like all Jewish men were required to do. The 
Gentile Christians were not having any of this. Paul then reminds them to welcome 
everyone into the church, Jews and Gentiles, no matter what they eat or drink, or what 



holidays they observe, or whether or not they have been circumcised. Just as Jesus has 
accepted them so they are to accept and welcome all people with no strings attached, 
absolutely none. The church is to be a community of a wide diversity of sinners all 
welcomed in by the grace of God. We are to accept others just as they are and 
welcome everyone with all their flaws and sins into the fellowship of the family of God 
and treat each other as family. Sadly, there are still too many of us Christians who are 
not welcoming, accepting, and hospitable to each other but are instead petty, 
hypocritical, self-righteous, divisive, critical, and judgmental. 
 
God longs for the church to be a community full of women and men whose hearts 
naturally make room for people from all walks of life in every aspect of our life together. 
The Christian motto is to welcome one another just as Christ has welcomed us into the 
family of God. We are to be the most hospitable community in the world who welcomes 
one another across all lines of inhospitality: ethnic, economic, cultural, educational, and 
so much more. Welcoming one another means making room for one another, 
continually making each other feel at home in the family. Pastor Mark Buchanan wrote 
in Leadership Journal about the time a friend of his from his church assembled a 
weekend work party to lay sod in his yard. The sun was shining. They had fresh coffee 
and cinnamon buns. And the crew he'd called together were all good friends. They liked 
each other immensely. As they were working his friend Al said, “Guys, do you realize 
something? This is it! This is it!” The guys stopped and asked, “Al, this is what?” Al said, 
“This is community.” All the guys murmured their agreement and congratulated one 
another. But then Pastor Mark said, “Al, this is great, but I don't think this is it. I like you 
all too much. Add a person or two to this company who lacks social graces, who looks 
different, who's needy, smelly, and irritating. If we truly loved a person like that, then that 
would be it.” The guys were silent until one of the guys said, “Uh, Mark. We've accepted 
you, haven't we?” They all laughed, but they granted the pastor’s point. Buchanan 
writes about this saying, “We're always tempted to turn the church into a club. With our 
kind of people. With a strict decorum designed to keep up appearances and keep out 
the, shall we say, undesirables. But Jesus said it's no credit to us if we love those who 
love us—our kind of people. We don't need God to love them; natural affinities are 
sufficient. But you, Jesus said, are to love the least of these and the worst of these—
losers, enemies. That takes God: a supernatural subversion of our own prejudices, and 
a heaven-borne infusion of God's prodigal love. I preach that. I try to live that. A year or 
so after our sod-laying party, Wanda arrived. Wanda was not our kind of people. She 
was thirsty alright, for beer, port, rum, vanilla extract, whatever. She had only one way 
to pay for that. I'll let you guess. But she was desperate, and thirsty for something else. 
She called the church one day, wondering if she could see a pastor, and now! Two of us 
met with her. She told us her troubled story. I told her about the woman at the well 
whose life, like Wanda's, wasn't going well. But she met Jesus, and he offered her living 
water. I explained what living water was, and asked Wanda if she'd like some. ‘Oh 
yeah!’ she said. We prayed. She confessed, repented, surrendered. Drank deep. The 
other pastor said, ‘Now, Wanda, this Sunday will be your first time in church. Don't feel 
you have to fit in right away. You can sit at the back if you like, come late, leave early. 
Whatever is comfortable.’ Wanda looked at him sideways. ‘Why would I do that?’ she 
said. ‘I've been waiting for this all my life.’ That Sunday, Wanda was the first to arrive. 



She sat at the front, and loudly agreed with everything I said. She was the last to leave. 
The next Sunday, same thing, except she brought a friend, one of her kind of people. I 
preached on servanthood. My main point: if you've tasted the love of Jesus, you'll want 
to serve. It was Communion Sunday. In those days, we called our elders The Servant 
Leadership Team. I asked the Servant Leaders to come and help with Communion. 
That day only two of our team were in church. They straggled to the front. All Wanda 
heard was the word servant. And she had been listening intently to my sermon: if you've 
tasted the love of Jesus, you'll want to serve. She walked straight up to serve 
Communion with the other two ‘servants.’ I flinched. Then I remembered Luke 7, Jesus' 
words to Simon the Pharisee as a woman, not unlike Wanda, washed Jesus' feet: ‘Do 
you see this woman?’ Do you see her? I leaned over to Wanda and said, ‘Since this is 
your very first time doing this, do you mind if I help?’ So Wanda and I served 
Communion. The best part was watching the faces of the people I love and serve and 
pray for and preach to. Not one flinched. They saw her. This is it.”  
 
God’s accepting, welcoming grace welcomes us all into the family of God just as we are 
and then God invites us to join Him in showing that same radical, accepting, grace-filled 
welcome to all. 
 
 
 
Icebreaker I – Are you a hiker? What’s the longest or most difficult trail you’ve ever 
hiked? 
 
Icebreaker II – Without any specific names or situations, are there people you’ve 
encountered in your life you have had a challenging time loving? How did you treat 
them? 
 

1. By what standards should a person accept others? 
2. For what reason was Jesus sent to the Jews? 
3. What individual or types of people do you have difficulty accepting? Can you 

commit that to the Lord? 
4. What is the common denominator in all of the Old Testament texts Paul cites in 

Romans 15:9-12? 
5. How is it with your soul? 
6. What are your struggles and successes? 
7. How might the Holy Spirit and Scriptures be speaking in your life? 
8. How can this group pray for you this week?  


