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Today, we are talking about love. It’s a really big concept with many different 
dimensions. Let’s have some fun. What are some of your all-time favorite love songs? 
Here are some of my favorites! 
 

At last, my love has come along 
(Etta James, 1960) 
  
I will always, always love you 
(Dolly Parton, 1974)  
  
What's love got to do, got to do with it?  
What’s love but a secondhand emotion?     
(Tina Tuner, 1984) 
 
I would do anything for love 
Anything you've been dreaming of, but I just won't do that 
(Meatloaf, 1993) 
 
You don't know, oh-oh, you don't know you're beautiful 
(One Direction, 2011) 
 
I wanna know what love is, I want you to show me 
I wanna feel what love is, I know you can show me      
(Foreigner, 1984)    

 
Love is much more than a song. Love is so much more than romance. Love is action. 
Love is a decision. Love is a commitment to each other every single day. Let’s look at 
the Apostle Paul’s description of love today in 1 Corinthians 13.   
 

Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or proud or rude. It 
does not demand its own way. It is not irritable, and it keeps no record of 
being wronged. It does not rejoice about injustice but rejoices whenever 
the truth wins out. Love never gives up, never loses faith, is always 
hopeful, and endures through every circumstance. 

 

1 Corinthians 13:4-7 New Living Translation  



  
Paul gives this very detailed relevant description of love to the church community in 
Corinth, because the church in Corinth was a hot mess. They were struggling with lots 
of divisions, lawsuits, lust, and unloving behavior. Corinth was a large, international city, 
filled with people from different backgrounds. Idol worship to gods such as Aphrodite 
was particularly prominent in the city, but Corinth contained many temptations far 
beyond her temples. In many ways, Corinth was very much like a modern urban area, 
containing unending opportunities to engage in harmful behavior without any apparent 
consequences.  
 
Four years prior to writing this letter, Paul had spent about eighteen months in Corinth. 
He was very familiar with the church and many of the people. The culture of Corinth had 
a negative influence on the church. Yet, Paul’s instruction to the believers was not to 
retreat from their city. This was not Paul’s vision for the church then or now. Instead, he 
directs us to live out our commitment to Jesus even more faithfully in the midst of 
people who don’t believe in Jesus. Paul expected that we Christians would shine our 
light into the dark places of our world by worshiping in a unified community that is 
accountable to one another. 
 
Today, we wrestle constantly how to share the love of Jesus with the world. In this book 
by David DeSilva we are reading together, he points out this dynamic between showing 
Christ’s love with the people of world and with the people of our church community.  
 

“Showing Christ’s love to the world outside of the church will always be an 
essential facet of our mission, but there is a great deal to be said for 
making our love as fully and pervasively real as possible among our sisters 
and brothers in Christ - and there is a great deal to be done to make this 
real not only in our local reach but also in our global reach.”  

       David deSilva, One Another (page 67) 

If we are not able to love each other well in our church family, it seems like we will 
struggle to love others beyond our church family. We are not just talking about our 
Killearn church family, but we are talking about the whole church - all the parts of the 
body of Christ and in all places across the globe. Every part of the body of Christ needs 
every other part of the body of Christ. Pastor Mike has used this image of the church of 
all time being like a big live oak tree. Each denomination of the church is branch of the 
tree. Yet, every branch is connected to the trunk of tree. Jesus said that He is the vine, 
and we are the branches. If we aren’t connected to Jesus, we are good for nothing. This 
love rooted in Jesus holds it altogether. So what does this love look like?  

LOVE IS PATIENT AND KIND 

We desperately need more kindness and patience with each other in our world today. 
Choose to be helpful, show respect, and be courteous to others. Be kind in your 
communication as you speak words which build people up and not tear people down. 



Growing in patience and kindness will have a tremendous impact on our growth to love 
people well.  

If you really want to grow our capacity for kindness and patience in your life, you are 
going to have to slow down. We need to stop being so busy. Avoid being rushed and in 
a hurry. “You cannot live at warped speed without warping your soul” (Peter 
Scazzero). There is a direct relationship being rushed and hurried and being kind and 
patient.  

LOVE DOES NOT DEMAND IT’S OWN WAY 

This is hard reality of love. I like my own way. I have a very strong opinion on 
thermostats. The heat should never be above 68 degrees, and the air conditioner 
should not be below 72 degrees. The exception to the air conditioner rule - it’s never too 
cold at church for me! Many people produce much heat, plus we will in Florida!  

When it comes to the church, different people have different opinions. What type of 
lighting should the altar have? What type of songs we should sing? What type of events 
we should do? What ministries we should start or even what ministries need to end? 
You see the issue the church would have if every person insisted on their own way. We 
would never accomplish much of anything together, because we can never so many 
different directions at same time. The most important thing about being the church is 
being together. Whatever we discern God calling us to do, we need to do it together.   

Belonging to the body of Christ, we must be OK with things not going our way all the 
time.  This is very counter-cultural in our world today. With a sense of entitlement, 
everyone states their demands with no willingness to compromise. Not insisting on our 
own way is a witness to the world that we belong to Jesus. It is a much needed aspect 
of love that fosters unity in the church. 

LOVE DOES NOT KEEP A RECORD OF WRONGS 

There is concept in relationship conflict called backpacking. Think of the past mistakes 
of a person in your life like a weight in a backpack. When we experience a conflict in the 
present moment, backpacking is pulling out those past mistakes and using those 
wrongs as a weapon against the other person. Backpacking is not good and does not 
reflect the love of Jesus. God is calling us to love each and keep no record of wrongs. 
Jesus provided the ultimate example of this type of love. On the cross, Jesus paid the 
price for the sins of the entire world. While we were still sinners, Christ died for us 
(Romans 5:8). Jesus kept no record of wrongs. As Jesus was dying on the cross, He 
prayed, “Father, forgive them” (Luke 23:34). If forgiveness is a driving theme in our life, 
our love will stop keeping track on who hurt us when.  

 



LOVE REJOICES WHENEVER THE TRUTH WINS OUT 

There is much debate about what is true and what is not true in our culture today. We 
believe the truth is revealed in Jesus, and Jesus is the Word made into a human. So we 
define truth in what God has revealed to us in Scripture. True love is not cultivated in 
half-truths of our culture but the whole truth revealed in Scripture. Speaking the truth in 
love is so important. However, using the truth as a weapon is not an act of love.  True 
love does not continue to only see the wrong in one another, but the good in one 
another. We need to turn the volume up on love and allow the truth to be revealed in our 
love for one another. Love never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and 
endures through every circumstance.  

The Apostle Paul closes out this chapter of 1 Corinthians with a profound theological 
statement in verse 13. Three things will last forever - faith, hope, and love - and the 
greatest of these is love (1 Corinthians 13: 13 NLT).   
 
Everything else is this world temporary, but faith, hope, and love with last forever. That 
is such great Good News! Our faith in God is so important: what we believe, how we 
trust God, God’s saving grace in our lives are cosmically important. Hope is also so 
huge. I am not sure how we even make it through the day without God’s hope in our 
lives. Hope is the expectation of a joy-filled future by relying on God in the present 
moment and experiencing God’s presence throughout all of eternity.  
 
Faith and hope define so much about our life, but Paul says the greatest of these three 
things is love. Love is the greatest and most important thing we do for one another. We 
must never turn the down the volume on love! Loving each other drives everything we 
are and do here at Killearn. Love drives our worship, small groups, outreach, missions, 
and everything else that is to come now and forevermore!  
 
 
Icebreaker I – What are some of your all-time favorite love songs? 
 
Icebreaker II – What do you keep your thermostat set on during the Winter and during 
the Summer? 
 

1. When in your life have you felt the most loved? How did that love affect your life? 
2. How does love as described in this verse compare to love as typically defined in 

our culture? 
3. Looking at the descriptions of perfect love, in which one of these descriptions are 

you strongest? In which one are you weakest? 
4. How do you keep yourself mindful of Jesus’ commandment to love one another 

in your interactions with others, especially when the situation is challenging? Can 
you recall a time when mindfulness of this commandment repositioned you to 
respond with greater patience and kindness? 

5. How responsive are you to the needs of your sisters and brothers in Christ? 
When have you sought opportunities to reach out in love in practical ways? 



6. When have you responded from a full heart when an opportunity presented itself 
to you to show love to someone? When have you talked yourself down from 
responding as fully as love and the Spirit might have led you? 

7. How is it with your soul? 
8. What are your struggles and successes? 
9. How might the Holy Spirit and Scriptures be speaking in your life? 
10. How can this group pray for you this week?  


