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On June 3, 2006, the Emmanuel family put on a birthday party for little Michael 
Emmanuel, Jr. It was his 6th birthday, and friends and family were celebrating at the 
local Chuck E. Cheese in Boca Raton, Florida. The party itself went just fine. The 
problem came when it was over. All the children and adults climbed into three different 
vehicles and headed home. Everyone, that is, except Michael. Apparently, the 6-year-
old returned to the play area, and when the party-goers departed, he was left behind. 
Employees found Michael wandering around the restaurant at 10 PM and called the 
police. Michael's mother had assumed that her son was staying with his grandmother 
and didn't even realize he was missing until the next morning. Unfortunately for Michael 
(and his mother), it is possible to have a joyful celebration and still forget the guest of 
honor. You wouldn’t think it is possible, but Jesus can get lost in all the hustle and 
bustle of the Advent and Christmas season that is meant to be a season of worshiping 
Jesus. In this sermon series we’ve entitled, Advent Conspiracy, it is our hope in this 
Advent season we will conspire together to fully worship Jesus above all else in our 
lives.  
 
Luke 2:8-20 

8 That night there were shepherds staying in the fields nearby, guarding their 
flocks of sheep. 9 Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared among them, and the 
radiance of the Lord’s glory surrounded them. They were terrified, 10 but the 
angel reassured them. “Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I bring you good news that will 
bring great joy to all people. 11 The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has 
been born today in Bethlehem, the city of David! 12 And you will recognize him by 
this sign: You will find a baby wrapped snugly in strips of cloth, lying in a 
manger.” 

13 Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of others—the armies of 
heaven—praising God and saying, 

14 “Glory to God in highest heaven, 
    and peace on earth to those with whom God is pleased.” 

15 When the angels had returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, 
“Let’s go to Bethlehem! Let’s see this thing that has happened, which the Lord 
has told us about.” 



16 They hurried to the village and found Mary and Joseph. And there was the 
baby, lying in the manger. 17 After seeing him, the shepherds told everyone what 
had happened and what the angel had said to them about this child. 18 All who 
heard the shepherds’ story were astonished, 19 but Mary kept all these things in 
her heart and thought about them often. 20 The shepherds went back to their 
flocks, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen. It was just as 
the angel had told them. 

WHO OR WHAT ARE WE WORSHIPING?  
 
I can picture these shepherds just outside the city of Bethlehem, tired after a long day of 
taking care of their sheep. It is just another typical night where they have already 
corralled their sheep together to settle in for a night of much needed rest. The 
shepherds then take turns to begin their regular routine of watching over the sheep to 
make sure harm comes to them from thieves or wild animals. Little did the shepherds 
know that it wasn’t just another normal, routine, boring night. The Savior of the world 
had just been born in Bethlehem. The shepherds’ lives would never be the same 
because of Jesus’ birth. While the shepherds were minding their own business watching 
over the sheep in the dark night, all of a sudden, out of nowhere, a bright light like 
they’ve never seen before shines on them from this man they did not recognize. The 
shepherds were understandably terrified. They then learned this was not just another 
man, but an angel, a messenger from God, who told them not to be terrified and he is 
here to share with them unbelievably good news that will bring great joy to all people. 
The Anointed One of God, called the Messiah or the Christ, who is the long-awaited 
Savior is born that night in the city of Bethlehem. He was born among the animals and 
will be snugly wrapped in strips of cloth and lying in an animal trough. As if this scene 
and the announcement of Jesus’ birth wasn’t exciting enough, out of nowhere, this one 
angel is joined by what Luke describes as a host of angels, armies of angels too many 
to count, all praising and worshiping God. When the angels left, the shepherds decided 
to head to town to meet this newborn Savior. They quickly ran into the village and saw 
Mary, Joseph, and baby Jesus just as the angels said. The shepherds immediately 
began to tell everyone they ran into about what had happened. Everyone who heard the 
news were in awe and the shepherds then returned to their sheep and as they did, they 
couldn’t stop praising and worshiping God. We see in Luke’s historical retelling of the 
birth of Jesus that at the heart of this first Noel was worship.  
 
That busy, overflowing, little, out-of-the way, village of Bethlehem didn’t have a clue 
God was born in their community. So also in our world during this Advent and 
Christmas, many do not really appreciate or worship Jesus. A 2013 Pew Research poll 
asked people what they like or dislike the most about the Christmas holiday season.  
Here's a list of what people most look forward to at Christmas time:  

68% said spending time with family and friends.  
11% percent mentioned religious services or religious reflection.  
11% look forward to the Christmas “spirit” of joy and good will.  
5% said music, decorations, and shopping.  
4% look forward to the end of the Christmas season.  



Here's what the poll said we most dislike about the Christmas season:  
33% the commercialism and materialism.  
22% the money and expense.  
10% the shopping and crowds.  
5% the hectic pace and bad moods of people.  
2% the pressure to go to church.  

 
For those who are followers of Jesus, the heart of Advent and Christmas is all about 
worshiping Jesus. Is Advent a time to worship Jesus or have we allowed the 
commercialism, busyness, and all the trimmings of the Christmas season become the 
object of our devotion? What are we really worshipping or cherishing the most this time 
of year? As the book, The Advent Conspiracy says, “Each year, Advent brings another 
opportunity to worship the miracle of the Incarnation when God revealed himself to 
people in a new way. Nearly every character who encounters the infant King in the 
Advent story has the same response: worship. Their worship sprang from deep places 
of the heart touched for the first time by God-in-the-flesh.” 
 
WHY DO WE WORSHIP?  
 
What then led these different individuals to break out in spontaneous worship? The 
angels could not but worship God that first Noel evening as they had been waiting since 
sin entered this world for the day God would come into this world to bring the one and 
only solution for sin. I wonder if, when it was time for Jesus to be born, God assembled 
all the angels together and said, “It is time! Jesus is finally going to descend into this 
world to fix the problem of sin once and for all.” The magnitude of Jesus coming into this 
world to be the Savior for all spilled over into worship by angels. It must have been 
glorious beyond imagination as they shouted or sang out before the shepherds on that 
dark night, “‘Glory to God in highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with whom 
God is pleased.’” The angels knew the significance of the miracle of God coming into 
this world and they were announcing that it was finally happening, God becoming a 
human being or as Charles Spurgeon said, when Jesus was born into this world, God 
was “Infinite, and an infant.” As I was studying this passage this week, I reflected on just 
how scandalous this was that the King, the Master, the Ruler, the Creator of the ends of 
the Universe, the one and only infinite God was born in a crowded, small, out-of-the-
way village, in virtual obscurity, in an animal stall, his first clothes made of strips of cloth, 
and his bed an animal trough. That’s horrible, unthinkable! The angels understood this 
and cried out in worship pointing to God’s radical love for us as He became one of us to 
save us from sin and death. Chuck Swindoll put it this way, “Emmanuel. God with us. 
He who resided in Heaven, co-equal and co-eternal with the Father and the Spirit, 
willingly descended into our world. He breathed our air, felt our pain, knew our sorrows, 
and died for our sins. He didn't come to frighten us, but to show us the way to warmth 
and safety.” 
 
Not only did the angels break out in worship, but Luke also says after the shepherds 
met the angels, heard their message of good news about Jesus, witnessed the angels’ 
worship of God lighting up that dark night, and then met Jesus, that the shepherds were 



also praising and worshiping God. Luke says in verse 20, the shepherds worshiped God 
for all they had seen and heard. The shepherds could not help but worship on that first 
Noel after they met Jesus. The natural response to meeting Jesus, learning who Jesus 
is, and the significance of why Jesus came into the world, leads to worship. Our hearts 
are overflowing with love, adoration, gratefulness, and awe of God who would stoop so 
low as to become a human being in order to save us from sin. Worship is our response 
to glory of all that we have seen and heard of Jesus in our own personal experience. 
Warren W. Wiersbe captures the reason we worship in Advent and Christmas as he 
says, “What a paradox that a babe in a manger should be called mighty! Yet even as a 
baby, Jesus Christ revealed power. His birth affected the heavens as that star 
appeared. The star affected the Magi, and they left their homes and made that long 
journey to Jerusalem. Their announcement shook King Herod and his court. Jesus' birth 
brought angels from heaven and simple shepherds from their flocks on the hillside. 
Midnight became midday as the glory of the Lord appeared to men.” 
 
WHAT DOES WORSHIPING GOD FULLY LOOK LIKE?  
 
In addition to the angels and shepherds, the Gospel writers give us a glimpse of the 
ways different individuals worshipped God. When Elizabeth confirmed to Mary what the 
angel told Mary, that she would be more blessed than any woman as she would be the 
mother of the Savior, Mary could not help but break out in worship of God. Mary 
worshipped God with this beautiful hymn of praise and worship that we call the 
Magnificat, which literally means “my soul magnifies the Lord.” Throughout the Bible we 
see people used the arts to worship God. The book of Psalms is full of beautiful poetry 
and hymns of praise to God like Mary’s Magnificat. We also see in the book of 
Revelation angels worshiping and praising God with beautiful songs. We worship God in 
that same manner when we come together in song, lifting up our voices to God in 
worship and praise for all for who God is and for all that God has done for us. We also 
see in the Bible that along with our voices, people used a wide variety of musical 
instruments to worship God. In addition, the Bible talks about using our bodies to 
worship God through bowing down, kneeling, lying face down in awe and submission, 
clapping, and raising up hands and arms before God. As Psalm 47:1-2 says, “1 Come, 
everyone! Clap your hands! Shout to God with joyful praise! 2 For the LORD Most High is 
awesome. He is the great King of all the earth.” Did you also know that the Bible even 
calls on us to worship God with dancing? Listen to what Psalm 49:1-3 says, “Praise the 
LORD! Sing to the LORD a new song. Sing his praises in the assembly of the faithful. 2 O 
Israel, rejoice in your Maker. O people of Jerusalem, exult in your King. 3 Praise his 
name with dancing, accompanied by tambourine and harp.” We literally can worship 
God with our whole physical bodies. 
 
We learn in the Bible worship is not only that we worship God in this manner, but also 
we are called to worship fully through the giving of our entire lives to God. A great 
example of worshiping God with our lives can be seen in the story of the Magi, the 
Wisemen, who risked their lives when they didn’t tell Herod where Jesus was after they 
visited Jesus so that Herod could not find Jesus and kill Jesus. When the Magi visited 
Jesus, they worshiped Jesus through giving Him their best gifts were worthy of a king. 



The Magi gave their all to worship Jesus. Romans 12:1-2 explains what worshiping God 
fully with our lives looks like as it says, “And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with 
you to give your bodies to God because of all he has done for you. Let them be a living 
and holy sacrifice—the kind he will find acceptable. This is truly the way to worship him. 
2 Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a 
new person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for 
you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.” God longs for us to give our lives to God 
as our gift of worship on Jesus’ birthday.  
 
Rick Warren sheds some light on worshipping God fully with our lives as he writes in 
The Purpose of Christmas, “My sister recently found a picture of me as a 3-year-old, 
standing next to a birthday cake for Jesus, complete with candles. The cake was my 
idea. As a toddler, I asked my mother, ‘Why do we have Christmas?’ Mom patiently 
explained that Christmas is a celebration of Jesus’ birthday. In a burst of preschooler 
inspiration, I concluded with a child's logic, ‘Well then, we should have a birthday party! 
We can have cake and Kool-Aid and sing happy birthday to Jesus!’ My mom said, 
‘Okay, we will!’ Thus began a five-decade Warren family tradition, our Birthday Party for 
Jesus every Christmas Eve, complete with angel food cake and candles that the 
youngest child (and now grandchild) gets to blow out. Four generations now participate 
in the sharing. Besides singing carols and reading the Christmas story from the Bible, 
each family member takes a turn sharing his or her answers to two personal questions: 
‘What, from the past year, are you thankful to God for?’ and, ‘Since it's Jesus' birthday, 
what gift will you give him this next year?’ These two simple questions have prompted 
some of the most profound and moving moments in our family's history.” The absolute 
best gift we can give to Jesus on His birthday is to worship Him with our lives, to give 
Jesus our entire lives. In what way this coming year, not just during Advent, will we give 
God the gift of worship with our lives? Maybe, as The Advent Conspiracy suggests, we 
can spend less, give more, and love everyone. 
 
As we enter the Advent story as children of God who are forgiven of all our sins, are 
now walking in a close relationship with God, and whose lives are daily being changed 
and redeemed by Jesus, we cannot remain silent. We just cannot help but worship 
Jesus fully with all our lives. Like the Angels, we will boldly proclaim the glories of God. 
Like Mary, we will sing to our redeeming God. Like the shepherds, we will set aside 
times in our busy lives to worship Christ. Like the Magi, nothing will stand in our way to 
keep us from giving our best to worship Jesus fully. Out of gratitude for all Jesus has 
come and done for us, we will celebrate, sing, dance, pray, meditate, and love our way 
into a story that is of great joy for all people. We praise and worship God because Jesus 
came and shined the glory of His light into our lives and our lives will never be the 
same. 
 
 
Icebreaker I – Can you name something from the past year for which you are grateful to 
God? 
 
Icebreaker II – Since it’s Jesus’ birthday, what gift will you give Him this next year? 



 

1. Why do you suppose the Savior of the world was born in an obscure village and 
laid in a manger? 

a. To fulfill prophecy 
b. To show He was human 
c. It just happened that way 
d. God didn’t want to draw attention to His Son’s birth 
e. No place would have been as grand as He deserved 

2. Do you think Mary and Joseph understood the full significance of the child they 
brought into the world? 

a. Probably not 
b. Up to a point 
c. They couldn’t have 
d. The must have 
e. Other 

3. Why do you think God chose to announce the birth of His Son to the shepherds? 
a. They were close by 
b. They needed hope 
c. They were close to God 
d. Other 

4. If you had been in Mary or Joseph’s shoes and couldn’t find a room, what would 
you have done? 

a. Gone back home 
b. Had a good cry 
c. Taken it out on my spouse 
d. Prayed for God’s provision 
e. Other 

5. Who was the “Angel” who first told you about Jesus? 
6. What effect has the news of Christ’s birth had on you? 

a. Spiritual commitment 
b. An awakened sense of joy 
c. Hope for the future 
d. Thankfulness for God’s forgiveness 
e. Confusion about God’s plan 
f. Other 

7. Who do you most identify with in the Christmas story? 
8. Each character worshiped God in their own, unique way, How do you best 

worship God? 
9. What practical choices do you need to make to ensure that the Christmas season 

remains a time of focused worship? 
10. How is it with your soul? 
11. What are your struggles and successes? 
12. How might the Holy Spirit and Scriptures be speaking in your life? 
13. How can this group pray for you this week?  


