
Across the Wesleyan Spectrum 
 Here is a comparison of our current denomination and four other Wesleyan denominations. (Updated 1/30/23)

The United Methodist Church The Global Methodist Church The Free Methodist Church The Wesleyan Church The Church of the Nazarene 

Mission 
Statement 

The mission of the church is to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.

Our Mission is to make disciples of 
Jesus Christ who worship 
passionately, love extravagantly, and 
witness boldly.

Love God, Love People, and 
Make Disciples. 

The Wesleyan Church’s vision is 
transforming lives, churches 
and communities through the 
hope and holiness of Jesus 
Christ.

The mission of the Church of 
the Nazarene is to make 
Christlike disciples in the 
nations.

What we believe 
about the Bible?

We say that God speaks to us 
through the Bible and that it contains 
all things necessary for salvation. We 
hold that the writers of the Bible 
were inspired by God, that they were 
filled with God's Spirit as they wrote 
the truth to the best of their 
knowledge. We hold that the Holy 
Spirit works today in our thoughtful 
study of the Scriptures, especially as 
we study them together, seeking to 
relate the old words to life's present 
realities.

The canonical books of the Old and 
New Testaments (as specified in the 
Articles of Religion) are the primary 
rule and authority for faith, morals, 
and service, against which all other 
authorities must be measured.

The Bible is God’s written 
Word, uniquely inspired by the 
Holy Spirit. It bears unerring 
witness to Jesus Christ, the 
living Word. As attested by the 
early church and subsequent 
councils, it is the trustworthy 
record of God’s revelation, 
completely truthful in all it 
affirms. It has been faithfully 
preserved and proves itself true 
in human experience. 

The Bible is God’s holy Word. It 
uniquely and infallibly reveals 
God’s plan for His people and 
how to live out that plan, 
individually and corporately. 
Beliefs, practices, priorities, 
and our mission are to be 
anchored in clear biblical 
teachings.

We believe in the plenary 
inspiration of the Holy 
Scriptures, by which we 
understand the 66 books of the 
Old and New Testaments, given 
by divine inspiration, inerrantly 
revealing the will of God 
concerning us in all things 
necessary to our salvation, so 
that whatever is not contained 
therein is not to be enjoined as 
an article of faith.

When was the 
denomination 
formed? 

The United Methodist Church was 
created in 1968, but Methodism 
dates back to John and Charles 
Wesley who sought to spread the 
Methodist movement they began as 
student small group at Oxford. The 
merger of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church and Evangelical United 
Brethren Church in 1968 created the 
present today United Methodist 
Church. 

The Global Methodist Church 
launched on May 1, 2022. United 
Methodist Church leaders have 
failed to make timely arrangements 
for holding a General Conference in 
2022, and so have postponed it for a 
third time. Therefore, the Protocol of 
Reconciliation and Grace through 
Separation, a plan that would have 
resulted in an amicable and orderly 
separation will not be adopted until 
at least 2024. The Transitional 
Leadership Council determined it 
must launch the Global Methodist 
Church this year so local churches, 
annual conferences, and central 
conferences wanting to join it could 
do so as soon as possible.

The Free Methodist Church was 
organized in 1860. The 
founders had been members of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church 
but were excluded from its 
membership for earnestly 
advocating what they saw as 
the doctrines and usages of 
authentic Wesleyan Methodism. 
"Free" Methodists supported 
freedom in worship, in contrast 
to the deadening formalism so 
prevalent in the Methodist 
Episcopal churches of the day. 
Free Methodist were also anti-
slavery and wanted pews to be 
free to all regardless of status, 
rather than sold or rented as 
was common. 

The Wesleyan Church is the 
result of an 18th-century revival, 
two 19th-century movements, 
and a 20th-century merger . . . 
strong roots which sustain a 
21st-century vision for spiritual 
transformation across North 
America and around the world. 
Virtually identical in theology 
and very similar in government, 
the Wesleyan Methodist 
Church and the Pilgrim Holiness 
Church merged in 1968.

The Church of the Nazarene 
traces its anniversary date to 
1908. Its organization was a 
marriage that, like every 
marriage, linked existing 
families and created a new one. 
As an expression of the 
holiness movement and its 
emphasis on the sanctified life, 
our founders came together to 
form one people. Utilizing 
evangelism, compassionate 
ministries, and education, their 
church went forth to become a 
people of many cultures and 
tongues.
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How large is 
each of these 
denominations? 

The United Methodist Church 
connects more than 12 million 
members on four continents. The 
United States membership in 2020 
was 6.67 million. It’s the largest 
Methodist/Wesleyan denomination. 

The Global Methodist Church is in 
formation. It’s estimated that 
thousands of former UMC’s will be 
joining the GMC over the next 12-18 
months. Within a generation, the 
GMC could emerge as the largest 
Methodist/ Wesleyan denomination 
in the world. As of January 2023, 
there are already 1,100 churches 
and 1,200 clergy worldwide.

Global Membership of the Free 
Methodist Church is over 1.17 
million. In the United States, 
there are 66,993 members in 
828 churches. 

Almost 600,000 gather for 
worship in Wesleyan churches 
around the world each Sunday. 
In North America, there are over 
138,000 church members and 
1,500 churches. 

There 2.6 million church 
members, over 30,000 
churches worldwide. In the 
North America, there are over 
600,000 members and 5,100 
churches. 

Organization 
and Structure

General Conference, Annual 
Conference, and Districts. Bishops 
are elected for life and serve in an 
annual conference for up to two four 
year terms. Districts 
Superintendents are appointed and 
serve on the appointive Cabinet. 
Generally, District Superintendent 
don’t typically serve a local church 
and the size of the districts vary from 
50 to 100 churches throughout the 
US. 

The GMC will have bishops who will 
serve defined term limits. The GMC 
will have a General Conference 
which will meet every 2 years while 
the church is organizing and every 6 
years thereafter. Annual conferences 
will meet each year and have 
districts with a presiding elder. The 
presiding elder would serve a local 
church and the district would be 
smaller in comparison to the UMC. 

General Conference meets 
every 4 years - last in 2019. The 
FMC is a very lean organization. 
Only have 3 U.S. bishops, 24 
superintendents, and very few 
boards and agencies. Without 
question, a lack of abundant 
resources is a factor 
contributing to this reality. 
However, the bent of the FMC 
is toward a relatively lean 
organization, regardless of the 
available resources. The FMC 
believes the denomination 
should serve the local church, 
not the other way around. It is 
not our aim to become a top 
heavy, multilayered, boards/
agency- driven denomination, 
but one that is committed to 
the local church as the primary 
means through which our 
mission is accomplished. 

(1) General Superintendent 
Elected every 4 years at 
General Conference. (24) 
District  Superintendents, 4 
year tenure elected at the 
District conference which 
meets yearly. General District 
Board could recommend an 
extended call which would 
meet at the District Conference. 
Rare for the Superintendent to 
go back to full- time pastor; 
however, they do have bi-
vocation appointments (Pastor 
& District Superintendents). 

6 members of Board of General 
Superintendents, 4 members of 
Senior Leadership. The General 
Board is composed of district 
superintendents, assigned 
ordained ministers, and lay 
leaders representing the global 
church and elected at General 
Assembly. Convening in late 
February each year, the board 
has governing responsibility for 
the global Church of the 
Nazarene between general 
assemblies. The General Board 
carries out the corporate 
business of the denominational 
offices.

Trust Clause Local church property held in trust 
with the Annual Conference. 

The GMC does not have a trust 
clause. All local churches will own 
their property and assets in 
perpetuity. 

Yes, but trust clause is being 
modified for new churches 
joining because of disaffiliation. 
Those churches who hold 
property at the time they join 
the Free Methodist Church may 
be given the option by the 
Board of Bishops, with legal 
counsel, whether or not to 
adopt the trust clause for their 
existing property.

Yes. Similar to the UMC. Title to Church property is held 
by the Trustees of the Church 
who are elected at the annual 
meeting but subject to some 
restrictions by the 
Superintendent where covered 
by Denominational by-laws. 

The United Methodist Church The Global Methodist Church The Free Methodist Church The Wesleyan Church The Church of the Nazarene 
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Human Sexuality 
and Marriage

The Official Statements of the United 
Methodist Church include:  Human 
Sexuality (¶ 161.G): “does not 
condone the practice of 
homosexuality and considers this 
practice incompatible with Christian 
teaching.”Marriage (¶161.G): 
“...whether or not they are married, 
sexual relations are affirmed only 
with the covenant of monogamous, 
heterosexual marriage.” However, 
there is a large group of more 
progressive United Methodists who 
would like to change this language. 
For more information, visit: 
umcnext.com 

We believe that human sexuality is a 
gift of God that is to be affirmed as 
it is exercised within the legal and 
spiritual covenant of a loving and 
monogamous marriage between 
one man and one woman. While 
affirming a scriptural view of 
sexuality and gender, we welcome 
all to experience the redemptive 
grace of Jesus and are committed 
to being a safe place of refuge, 
hospitality, and healing for any who 
may have experienced brokenness 
in their sexual lives.

Sexual intercourse is God’s gift 
to humanity, for the intimate 
union of a man and woman 
within marriage. In this 
relationship, it is to be 
celebrative. Marriage, between 
one man and one woman, is 
therefore the only proper 
setting for sexual intimacy. 
Scripture requires purity before 
and faithfulness within and 
following marriage.

God’s plan for human sexuality 
is that it is to be expressed only 
in a monogamous lifelong 
relationship between one man 
and one woman within the 
framework of marriage. This is 
the only relationship which is 
divinely designed for the birth 
and rearing of children and is a 
covenant union made in the 
sight of God, taking priority 
over every other human 
relationship. We adhere to the 
teachings of Scripture 
regarding gender identity, 
sexual conduct, and the 
sacredness of marriage, and 
believe that sexual relationships 
outside of marriage and sexual 
relationships between persons 
of the same sex are immoral 
and sinful.

The Church of the Nazarene 
believes that every man or 
woman should be treated with 
dignity, grace, and holy love, 
whatever their sexual 
orientation. However, we 
continue to firmly hold the 
position that the homosexual 
lifestyle is sinful and is contrary 
to the Scriptures. We further 
wish to reemphasize our call to 
Nazarenes around the globe to 
recommit themselves to a life 
of holiness, characterized by 
holy love and expressed 
through the most rigorous and 
consistent lifestyle of sexual 
purity. We stand firmly on the 
belief that the biblical concept 
of marriage, always between 
one man and one woman in a 
committed, lifelong 
relationship, is the only 
relationship within which the 
gift of sexual intimacy is 
properly expressed.

Apportionment 
or 
Denominational  
Giving

The UMC will likely continue 
appointments at similar rates into 
the future. In 2023, Killearn will pay 
$141,741 to support the annual 
conference and the general church. 
Based on our church budget of $1.9 
million dollars, our apportionments 
are approximately 7.5% of our 
budget. 

The GMC will have connectional 
giving. GMC TCAT (Transitional 
Annual Conference Team) Florida 
has recently voted that annual 
apportionments will be sent at 2% 
of operating income. One percent to 
the Annual Conference, and one 
percent to the General Conference.


From Affiliation Process 
document: "The church will 
contribute financially to the 
support of the Annual 
Conference and denominational 
ministries as agreed upon in the 
MOU." MOU = Affiliate 
Covenant (contractual 
agreement signed by church 
prior to full membership phase)


Yes, average approximately 
10% of local church budget. 


Yes. Approximately 15% of the 
church’s budget. This giving 
includes the pension for clergy.


Clergy Pension 
and Benefits

Continued to be administered by 
Wespath. 

Will be comparable to current 
benefits and will be administered by 
Wespath. 

Support of pastors determined 
by Finance Board with pastor 
input and approval by Board of 
Administration - to be 
determined by local church.

Church administers healthcare 
benefits. There is no pension 
program.

Pension is included in the local 
church giving to the 
denomination. 

The United Methodist Church The Global Methodist Church The Free Methodist Church The Wesleyan Church The Church of the Nazarene 
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Appointment of 
Clergy 

One year at a time. Ordained clergy 
guaranteed an appointment by the 
bishop, and local church guaranteed 
a pastor of the bishop’s choosing 
with consultation with the local 
church. Minimum salary set by the 
annual conference, but the local 
conference sets the exact salary 
amount.  

Under the GMC, tenure of 
appointments is open-ended. The 
bishop’s consent is regained to 
declare a pulpit open. The GMC will 
have a collaborative appointment 
system where the church lay leaders 
will have a bigger voice in the 
appointment process. No 
guaranteed appointments for clergy. 
Bishop will make the appointment to 
be ensure minority candidates must 
be considered. 

Like the UMC, our 
denomination appoints its 
pastors. However, our system is 
far more collaborative with a 
preference for longer 
appointments. Generally, 
moves are only initiated with 
the agreement of the pastor, 
church, or both. Our leadership 
structure is a modified 
episcopal system with bishops 
as our lead elders and 
superintendents who oversee 
elders appointed to local 
churches. It is important to 
know that the FMC does not 
guarantee appointments, nor 
does it have minimum salaries 
guarantees. We are not 
convinced such guarantees 
lead to more fruitful ministries. 

Pastor, not promised an 
appointment. District 
Superintendent will share 
resumes with church. Church 
will interview candidate and 
Church votes on Pastor 
selection.

Assigned but after rigorous 
training and certification 
process conducted by the 
Denomination and is subject to 
continuing acceptance by local 
congregation.

Female Clergy Yes. The UMC ordains women at all 
levels. 

Yes. Women and men are called to 
serve the GMC at all levels. 

Yes. God calls men and 
women, but the church 
examines them so as to confirm 
the presence of spiritual gifts 
and personal graces. However, 
female clergy aren't as common 
as our current UMC. 

Yes. Affirming and empowering 
women in leadership at all 
levels in churches.

Yes. No limitations for service 
with the same obligations, 
rights and privileges of any 
Pastor in the Nazarene Church. 
Believe that not allowing full 
participation would be 
inconsistent with Scripture. 

The Church & 
Culture

Generally Moderate on many cultural 
issues. There is a wide variety 
between different conferences and 
different local churches across the 
denomination. Likely to continue 
towards progressive theology into 
the future, but it is unknown how 
progressive and how quickly. See 
the Social Principles of the United 
Methodist Church: https://
www.umc.org/en/who-we-are/what-
we-believe/our-social-positions or 
for particular social issues: https://
www.umc.org/en/how-we-serve/
social-issues

Generally more conservative on 
most issues. See Part II - The Social 
Witness section of the Transitional 
Book of Doctrine and Discipline 
available on the Global Methodist 
website: https://
globalmethodist.org/what-we-
believe/  

Generally more conservative on 
most issues. Alcohol use is 
prohibited. See the Position 
Papers of the Free Methodist 
Church available at https://
fmcusa.org/resources/position-
papers

Generally more conservative on 
most issues. Read the Position 
Statements of the Wesleyan 
Church at https://
www.wesleyan.org/gso/
position-statements

Generally more conservative 
than the UMC. Believe in the 
via media—the middle way. We 
attempt to avoid extremes on 
both sides of many issues. We 
focus less on the particulars of 
the extremes and more on the 
balance in the middle whenever 
possible. See IV. CURRENT 
MORAL AND SOCIAL ISSUES 
in Church Manual at: https://
nazarene.org/sites/default/files/
2019-11/2017%20-2021%20M
anual.pdf 


Websites for 
your continued 
research

https://www.umc.org http://www.globalmethodist.org https://fmcusa.org https://www.wesleyan.org https://nazarene.org
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