
7 Arenas
Being aware of what and how culture is shaped by these 7  arenas 

helps us see both the beauty and brokenness in the work of renewal

Government
Arts and Entertainment
Education

KINGDOM PARTNERSHIP: 7 ARENAS

The Kingdom of God is like … 

Matthew 13:31-32, 44, 45-46 ESV
He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is like a grain of mustard seed that a
man took and sowed in his field.  It is the smallest of all seeds, but when it has grown it is larger than all the
garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”

The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. Then in his joy
he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, who, on finding one pearl of great
value, went and sold all that he had and bought it.

If you took a tally on what Jesus talked most about, we would see that his conversations were oriented
around one thing: the Kingdom of God.  He connected how the Son of Man is connected to the
Kingdom of God, who is a part of the Kingdom of God, and what the Kingdom of God is like.  And he
told parable after parable about how the Kingdom of God is worth it.  It’s worth it to invest our time,
talent (skills, gifts, etc), and treasure (resources, finances, networks, etc.).

The Kingdom of God
What does it look like for you to invest your time, talent, and treasure into God’s kingdom?  Believe it or
not, it’s probably not what you think.  It doesn’t mean that you now have to spend all of your time
investing in church activities.  It’s the great misbelief in our church culture today, and contrary to that
popular belief, I don’t think that God wants to make the church the center of the world.  Now, before
you pick up your rocks to stone me, allow me to explain it just a little further.  When I say “church”, I’m
referring to the institution of the church; the programs and activities that those of us in the West have
come to primarily think of when we hear the word “church”.  If we were to go back to how Scripture
paints a picture of the church, we can easily see that the church was always describing God’s people.
The original word for “church” is the Greek word ekklésia, which, at its heart, means “the people of God
who are sent out”.  The church is referring to the people who belong to God who are called to go out
and advance His kingdom versus a well-intentioned, well-meaning social club that gathers more and
more people into its well managed programs and social activities. 

When we think of culture today and what areas influence it the most, we can list out these seven (in no
particular order of importance): 
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Family
Media
Business
Church/Religious Institutions

Why these particular seven?
What if I don’t participate in any of these arenas?
What if the arena I do participate in isn’t included in any of the seven?

When we consider these seven arenas, we need to put them in context with the arenas of culture, and
when we consider culture, we’re addressing the essential, shaped and molded pieces of society that
speak into the way in which, not just individuals, but large cohorts of people groups do life.  In other
words, we’re addressing the arenas of culture that influence and dictate what and how people see,
think, feel and do life.  And our aim in advancing the Kingdom of God is to influence the very spaces
that most influence society. 

In presenting the idea that there are seven arenas to influence in advancing the Kingdom of God,
several questions arise, such as:

Even in reading secular literature in philosophy, sociology, anthropology and psychology, these arenas
are discussed and concluded to be the major marks of influencers in a culture: Government, Education,
Arts & Entertainment, Family, Business, Media, and the institutionalized faith organization (in our case,
the Church with a big “C”).  We can pretty much take anything that seems disparate from these seven
and see how it fits into at least one of these aspects of culture when it comes to how it influences
culture.

Many people in the field of medicine or charity/causal groups find themselves in this category of
thought.  Why isn’t there a separate arena for these?  Well, let’s take medicine for example.  If you think
about it, if we’re addressing these seven arenas in order to impregnate it with the Kingdom of God and
drive out the lies the enemy is infusing into it to influence culture, how people see and do life, then
medicine has two parts to it.  One, in the field of medicine, it’s already in the industry of working to heal
and restore and bring health to people.  Its very nature of work is already aligned with the Kingdom of
God in a way to reclaim His people to its original intent.  Two, in the field of medicine, the aspects in
which we don’t see Jesus’ full reign here are on Earth is less about the act of participating in healing as
it is in the culture by which we act upon it.  Meaning this: if there’s something off about the culture of
medicine in how its culture thinks about the human body that isn’t aligned with how God thinks about
us, it has more to do with the institution of Education than Medicine itself.  If there’s something off
about the culture of medicine in how it provides access to healthcare for people, it has more to do with
the institution of Government than Medicine itself.  If there’s something off about the culture of
medicine in how a certain hospital or clinic functions, it has more to do with the institution of Business
than Medicine itself.  The influencing potential doesn’t reside in the field of medicine, it lies in one of
the seven arenas of culture.  When physicians in the Nazi regime were allowed to practice horrendous
acts on the Jews, it wasn’t done through the arena of medicine; it was accomplished through the
approval from the Government under the guise of Education.

Let’s look at charity groups.  Again, most charities, non-profits, environmental and human rights
organizations are already aligned with the Kingdom of God to reclaim His people and creation.  But,
again, the effected change and results that begin to influence culture is through the vehicle of the
seven arenas of culture.  The best human rights activist groups rely on three branches of work to
accomplish their goals: 1.) to influence change via the Government by lobbying and networking, 2.) to
raise awareness via Education and Media to change thought processes, and 3.) to raise support via the
major social and economic influencers in culture: Arts & Entertainment and Business.
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sets values, defines your “people”
stronghold: selfishness/“us” vs “other”

sets how to think and what to think (truth)
stronghold: truth is science/proof/opinion based

sets cultural narrative
stronghold: distorted images of self, success, etc.

sets morality and law
stronghold: gaining over others/exploitation

sets community and current events
stronghold: what to have eyes on (low celebration/trust, high anxiety/suspicion)

sets economy and wealth
stronghold: love of money, status

The question, then, isn’t about why a particular occupation or passion or calling doesn’t fit into the
seven, but how that amalgamation can affect change and bring the Kingdom of God to the world via
the seven arenas.  And if we dissect each arena into how it influences and sets culture and what
stronghold it has over culture, then it helps to see the venues in which to bring the good news of the
Kingdom of God.  The following is far from an exhaustive list [and I’m leaving out the institution of
church]:

Families

Education

Arts/Entertainment

Government

Media

Business

For most Christians, we think that the role of the church is to be at the center of culture.  
 
Investing into God’s kingdom is synonymous with making more church programs.  Advancing God’s
kingdom looks more like bringing everyone from every part of culture to come to church and
participate in these programs and activities.  The business person to be a part of the church board. The
educator to help out with children’s ministry.  The musician to help with the worship team.  But, what if
that was only a piece of the puzzle?

Arts +
Entertainment Media

Family

GovernmentBusiness

Education

Common view of the
relationship between Cultural

Arenas and the Church
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What if the institution of church was just one of the arenas of culture?  And if the church doesn’t belong
in the center of influence, then what does?  It’s simpler than you think.  It probably is what you’re
thinking.  It’s the fail-proof Sunday school answer that is pretty much always right.  It’s Jesus.  Jesus
belongs in the center.  

The goal isn’t to put the institution of church at the center of everything; it’s putting Jesus at the center
of everything.  And, I’m going to go one step farther in this: when I say Jesus, I’m not just putting the
Jesus who died on the cross at the center.  No, I’m putting King Jesus at the center.  This life doesn’t just
end with the  assurance that we are saved through Jesus and life becomes a waiting game.  No, when
the Kingdom of God comes, it’s King Jesus at the helm, and it’s going to change everything.  Every
aspect of society now.  People are going to begin to do family differently.  Education is going to begin
to transform; businesses are going to begin to look at more than just the bottom-line.  And the
incredible truth is that King Jesus is already doing this.  He’s already transforming and restoring culture,
and His favorite way to do this is through His people. People just like you and me.  He puts all of us in
these different environments, and He gives us time, talents and treasure, so that we would go and
advance His kingdom right where He put us.  

When you look at your life, do you primarily spend your time, your talent and your treasure advancing
God’s kingdom or are you more caught up in  your own?  Where do you spend most of your time?  Is it
at work, in a business, being a student, or maybe it’s at home with your kids and their friends? If you
answered with any of these answers, I don’t want you to feel bad, because the truth is, these answers
are just as good as my answer as a pastor that I spend most of my time at church.  See, every one of
these answers is part of the Kingdom of God - the question you have to be able to ask yourself though
is this: 

What are you doing when you are in these environments?

Arts +
Entertainment

Business

Media

Family

GovernmentChurch +
Religion

Education

7 Arenas of Culture influences
by the Kingdom of God
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Francine is a woman that works for an insurance company.  At first glance, you see a short statured
woman in her fifties, sort of on the quieter side, who smiles a great deal and gives the best hugs, but
doesn’t ever say much.  Recently, she came up to me, on her own [which by that act alone was a
surprise] and asked if she could start a small group in her workplace.  She told us that she loves these
people and wants to do something to help them connect to King Jesus.  She also asked if it was OK to
say that this small group wasn’t necessarily a part of our church thing.  And, she asked if it could be
made up of mostly non-Christians.  “I have so many co-workers who are all Buddhists just asking me
about Jesus.”  I almost fell over when I heard this.  Of course it’s OK!  You’re telling me that you want to
advance God’s kingdom, in this insurance company, by creating an environment where people who
don’t know God can connect to King Jesus?  Yes, yes and yes!  Can you see that Francine is finally
getting to see what the Kingdom of God truly looks like.  There’s another woman I knew who works as a
busy business executive, but she feels called to make a contribution in the Family arena.  And when I
say Family arena, I don’t mean that she just wants to take care of her own two daughters.  See, what
she wants to do is to set up, twice a month, a space where moms can come together to encourage one
another.  Once a month, their children will be there, and the other time a month, they won’t be.  And
it’s way more than a playdate; it’ll be a place where any mom can come and figure out what it looks like
to do family the way God talks about family.  And how can we not only take care of our own family, but
also take care of our friends’ kids, and our neighbors’, and really start to make a difference in what
family looks like in our world today?  And it doesn’t stop there.  One of the teachers in a local high
school, she gathers the teachers and administrators and students to pray over their school once a
week, every week.  And you know what?  Many of the people who come aren’t really even Christians
and have started to be introduced to Jesus.  This teacher realizes that she’s at that school to do much
more than just teach; she’s there to advance God’s Kingdom and use her time, talent and treasure to
move forward.  So, how would you answer these questions for yourself:

What environment do you spend most of your time in?
What are you doing practically in that environment to advance the Kingdom of God? 

When you’re helping someone else learn to invest in the Kingdom of God, many times you’re going to
have to help them see the Kingdom of God first.  Most people’s viewpoint of God’s Kingdom is so small
and they simply equate it with institutional church activities.  I remember a musician who plays for
crowds in excess of 20,000 people talking about wanting to do something for God.  He had just become
a Christian and he had wanted to make a difference in God’s Kingdom.  In the beginning, he thought
that the only way to do that was to play music at church.  Now, there’s nothing wrong with playing
music at church, but we wanted him to see what the Kingdom of God actually was like - so, we sat him
down and helped him understand that God had called him to play music on purpose.  Music is one of
the most powerful venues in our culture today.  Musicians often set our expectations and the way we
think and feel about love and relationships, and when a musician speaks, they get reposted and
quoted right and left.  So, what we taught him to do was to go out before and after his shows to
encourage and pray with his fans.  We told him to share stories from stage about his wife and to tell
them that contrary to what most romantic songs proclaim, he was whole before he even met her.  And
his wholeness comes from a relationship with a God who loves him more than he can ever fathom.  He
understands that music is something God called him to do.  And he loves it.  He’s extremely good at it. 
 But our professional musician recognizes that if all that he does is just play music, then he’s missing
the mark.  His life isn’t just about music, it’s about advancing God’s kingdom through music.  How can
we help others to see what they can practically do to advance God’s kingdom right where they’re at?

The bottom line is this: God made you on purpose for a purpose [Ephesians 2:10].  He’s given you
certain gifts, certain amount of influence and certain amounts of treasure and time in order that you
might walk in them and become whom God created you to be.  But this doesn’t happen by accident.  It
happens by you starting to shift your focus to live with the big picture in mind and to make a choice
that you will seek first his kingdom [Matthew 6:33].
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