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There’s an old adage that goes something like this: the best and worst 

thing about the Church is that it’s made up of human beings.  Beautiful 

and capable of such wondrous possibilities and full of such destructive 

and hurtful tendencies.  The Church lives in a tension because it’s made 

up of individuals attempting to do life together with a common purpose.  

Before we move on to criticizing or trying to develop the institution that 

houses and structures and shapes the community of the people of God, 

we need to first take a good long look at ourselves, as individual 

members of this people-group.  You and me.  Most of the time when we 

have gone through some sort of hardship, we grumble to ourselves about 

how the group at large should have done this or that, or why they aren’t 

doing this or that, and we seldom come to a place where we take a step 

to stop blaming an organization and start taking some ownership.  

Because the Church is made up of individuals, like you and me, each of 

us in turn needs to begin to look at how we participate and interact with 

the Church.  And I’m going to take us on a course that won’t seem to 

make sense at first.  It’ll sort of feel like it’s not really relevant to the 

conversation about Church or at times appear to be heralding the need 

to not need an organized Church.  But, I’m going to preface by telling 

you right off the bat, that that’s not what I’m guiding us through.  There’s 

a processing that’s imperative to how we will not only be able to reason 
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and understand, but also feel and internalize, and when we understand 

and feel something in the same juncture, then we’re able to better 

articulate it; and when we’re able to articulate it, then we’ve truly 

processed it.   

So, that’s what we’re going to do.  We’re going to look at what you and I 

need to take ownership of and process through some key pillars in order 

to set the stage for thinking about the Church.  And I’m not gonna lie.  I 

genuinely believe that this is the hardest part of the journey.  Taking a 

good look at ourselves.  But, I invite you to do it and to do it with honesty 

and intent.  And this entire section will mostly be about being able to 

answer the following questions with honesty and intent.   

• Do you know whose wisdom you’re following?   

• Do you love God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength, and do 

you know what that means?  

• Why do you follow Jesus?  

• Are you actively advancing the Kingdom of God in your own personal 

life?   

• Are you living in the culture of the Kingdom of God?   

What does 

Ownership look 

like?  
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The Wisdom of God versus the Wisdom of the World  

Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct let him 

show his works in the meekness of wisdom. But if you have bitter jealousy 

and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast and be false to the 

truth. This is not the wisdom that comes down from above, but is earthly, 

unspiritual, demonic. For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there 

will be disorder and every vile practice. But the wisdom from above is first 

pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good 

fruits, impartial and sincere. And a harvest of righteousness is sown in 

peace by those who make peace.” ~ James 3:13-18  

There’s a stark difference between the two cultures at play; and don’t be 

fooled, there are ever only two distinct cultures at play when it comes 

down to it: the Kingdom of Darkness and the Kingdom of God, and it 

matters with which wisdom you familiarize yourself.  And the comparison 

between the two begins by looking at the root source for each.  Where 

the wisdom in the Kingdom of God is from “above”, that is, from God 

Himself, the wisdom in the Kingdom of Darkness is “where jealousy and 

selfish ambition exist”.  And when these two things grip our hearts, it 

bleeds over into the following: bitterness, evil, disordered and vile 

practice, deceit and arrogance.  The wisdom of the world, the wisdom 

that does not include God, basically motivates selfish conceit and 

destruction.  But the wisdom of God, it does the sheer opposite - it 
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produces such selflessness that can’t help but flourish the world around 

you.   

So, how do you know which wisdom you’re following?  It isn’t enough to 

just take each list and match it against each other.  Anyone can sort of do 

a quick assessment of himself and run down the “wisdom of God” list 

and conclude that, “Eh, I’m not perfect, but I would consider myself to be 

pretty open and a peaceable person.  I’m good to go.”  Or, evaluate 

themselves against the “wisdom of the world” list and say, “I’m just not 

that bad.  I don’t participate in demonic things or vile practices.  I’m 

good to go.”  But, if you want to answer this question with all honesty, it’s 

worth it to take a moment to run through the list by defining and 

contextualizing the descriptors and then ask yourself, “How would the 

traits in the wisdom of the world change if Jesus came into the picture?  

And is that happening when I’m in the room?”   

Bitterness: What happens to an unforgiving, grudge-holding, resentful 

heart, relationship or situation when Jesus comes in?  Interactions start to 

change - steps toward forgiveness, full of grace and gentleness, love and 

compassion begin.  All hurts commence a journey of becoming healed.   

Jealousy: Jesus hates the comparison game we put ourselves into - 

whether we constantly disqualify ourselves or puff ourselves up and over-

How would the 

wisdom of the 
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qualify ourselves - all done while keeping an eye on the person next to us 

to see if we measure up or not - and somehow, we land on our identity 

being justified or approved by how we measure up to the people next to 

us.  Jesus doesn’t want any of that to affect our hearts.  He wants our 

identity in Him, what He says about us, how He feels about us, to dictate 

who we are.  And when this happens in our hearts, we begin to learn to 

shift towards others, being grateful for them, even in all of our 

differences, affirming and encouraging one another and being quick to 

celebrate them. 

Selfish ambition: Jesus never wanted us to be people who are driven by 

selfishness, where two things happen - where my gain and flourishing is 

limited to just myself and I start to be driven by how well or not well I 

perform.  I start to get my value from the things that I do and then start to 

only do things that bring personal value.  But, Jesus sets a world where 

all ambition is generous and others-focused - for the flourishing and gain 

of all people.  And our value is attained from a loving personal 

relationship with Jesus, who calls us to live selflessly and sacrificially.   

Demonic: Jesus abhors strongholds in society - systemic and deeply 

engrained parts of culture on which Satan has a relentless grip.  Jesus 

came so that these strongholds can be broken.  In place of it, people are 

Selfish ambition 

Demonic 
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Spirit-filled, seeking God first, worshipping Him and encountering His 

unrelenting power.      

Unspiritual: Jesus wants us to be people who are keenly mindful of His 

Spirit, working actively in the world today.  His Spirit and not anything 

else that is not of His Spirit.  No other poser-mini-gods that try to detain 

our affections; He wants us to yield to Him and His will, being changed 

from the inside out by His Spirit and showing evidences of it to the world 

around us. 

Disordered: The order of importance we place things in our lives, who 

and what prioritizes our lives - our time, our resources, our affection, our 

finances - matters to Jesus, and He wants to be the priority all the time.  

It’s about following Spirit-led direction, having purpose that doesn’t 

distract, and living in peace and being balanced in our personhood. 

Evil: Jesus came to destroy this and its range once and for all.  Evil, 

darkness and all its intent and influence that produces all the brokenness 

in the world, in our relationships, and inside our very selves.  Jesus brings 

with him goodness, purity, righteousness, holiness that participates and 

engages with the broken world, - actions we do that sets us apart from 

culture but points directly at Jesus. 

Unspiritual 
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Vile practice: Jesus offers us freedom from habitual practices that destroy 

us or destroy those around us - freedom from addictions, perpetual 

thoughts and decisions and ulterior motives, the weight and burden of 

the sin that ties us down from thriving.  True freedom. 

Bragging: Boasting in itself isn’t the problem; it’s just where it comes 

from, and pride and arrogance comes from a heart that believes it is 

better or of more value than those around it or seeks desperately to 

prove to everyone around them of their value.  Jesus is like, “Stop living 

this way!”  He came to restore the way we think about value and how we 

gain it and how we maintain it; our identity in Jesus makes us to be 

people of humility and encouragement.  He allows us to have an accurate 

view of our restored selves, full of dignity and potential.   

Lying: Jesus hates falsity.  He calls us out on when we’re not genuine - 

when we exaggerate or minimize, and he wants us to have genuine 

relationships with Him and with one another, telling the truth at the cost 

of being inconvenienced, the risk of consequence or conflict, which only 

perpetuates accountable truth telling.  So that we are people of truth.  

His truth.   

So, how do you fare?  Remember, this isn’t about condemning you, but 

to help us assess where we really are as we begin to take a closer look at 
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the Church.  Are you taking ownership of the ways you do lean in to the 

wisdom of God over the wisdom of the world?  A better question to ask 

is, “Is the world around you, relationships and environments you’re in, 

experiencing the effects of the wisdom of God or the wisdom of jealousy 

and selfish ambition?”  

Do you know whose wisdom you’re following?   

Loving God  

And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with one 

another, and seeing that he answered them well, asked him, “Which 

commandment is the most important of all?”Jesus answered, “The most 

important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.And you 

shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 

with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The second is this: ‘You 

shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other 

commandment greater than these.” And the scribe said to him, “You are 

right, Teacher. You have truly said that he is one, and there is no other 

besides him.And to love him with all the heart and with all the 

understanding and with all the strength, and to love one's neighbor as 

oneself, is much more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” And 

when Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far 
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from the kingdom of God.” And after that no one dared to ask him any 

more questions. ~ Mark 12:28-34 

Taking ownership also revolves around whether or not Jesus would say to 

you as as he did to the scribe, “You are not far from the Kingdom of 

God.”  And would He say this to you because of how you love God?  

Jesus says that loving God is the most important thing, and you would 

agree with me that especially in the Church, we toss this mantra around, 

“Love God, love people” over and over again, but do you know what 

that means, or more importantly, what that looks like in real life?  

God’s people, when He first established the Israelites, were given the 

most important command, the Shema, and it was so important that they 

recited it in the morning and in the evening of every day.  It encapsulated 

the centerpiece of what they believed.     

Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. You shall love 

the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your might. And these words that I command you today shall be on your 

heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of 

them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and 

when you lie down, and when you rise. You shall bind them as a sign on 

your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. You shall 

Shema 
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write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.  ~ 

Deuteronomy 6:4-9  

It wasn’t enough to just have it stick on some philosophical “heart”, but 

that it was to be diligently, effortfully taught to the next generation, that 

our conversations are supposed to be centered around it whether we’re 

at home or in transit or in the midst of life, that the first and last thing we 

focus on in the day was this, and that we would have reminders of it all 

over the daily vestiges of life.  Loving God was the centerpiece of what 

they believed and this was how God Himself was marking and 

demarcating His people.  And the great thing about God is that He 

doesn’t make it nebulous; in fact, He tells us exactly the manner in which 

to love God.   

Loving God means to love Him with all your heart, all your soul, all your 

mind, and all your might.   

Heart 

The word “heart” is a pretty confusing translation for this ancient Hebrew 

word only because our own contemporary culture has meddled with and 

settled on a word that means emotional feelings.  But the word ְָ֥לְבָב is 

more akin to will and devotion, the very thing that you allow to shape 

your character, your motivations, how you make decisions, and essentially 

Loving God with all 
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who you are.  And that’s what God is saying to use to love Him.  To love 

Him by giving over your will and devotion to Him, and therefore, allowing 

God to shape your character, allowing God to be your motivation, 

allowing God to dictate how you make decisions, and allowing God to 

tell you who you are.   

When you consider yourself, do you love God with all your heart?  Most 

of us, when we’re honest with ourselves, can say that we don’t - we try to, 

but we don’t all the time.  And instead of trying to will ourselves to do it, 

we’re going to instead look at what is probably pulling us from loving 

God with all our heart.  So, here’s a better question: what do you attach 

your will or devotion to?  What motivates you to do the things you do 

and make the decisions you make?  Each of us would probably fall along 

on one side or another of either legalism or hedonism.  Huh?  Let me 

explain.  If it’s not God at the center of that will or devotion seat, then 

something else is, and that something else usually has to do with either 

some sort of external morality or law set by an external source, or it’s 

claimed by some sort of internal desire or universal parity of doing 

whatever I want to do set by an internal drive.  We make decisions based 

on what society tells us to do or what we feel like we want to do.  We’re 

motivated to not do certain things, because either a societal morality tells 

us what’s right and wrong or our insides herald that we don’t like it or it’s 

not good for us, so we don’t do it.  Whittled down, one is motivated by 



!12

fear of punishment or being wrong, and the other is by fear of 

imprisonment or not getting our way.  

God wants our full will and devotion, our entire allegiance and heart, not 

because He needs it, but because He doesn’t want us to live such a 

fractured, bipolar life, where we think that we get our anchoring point 

from something in the world, where it’s either riddled with oppressive 

tradition that often doesn’t make sense and no one ever thinks to ask 

“why” or on something so transitive and reactionary as our singular desire 

or whim.  He doesn’t want us to live life in a particular way and when 

we’re asked why, our answer is either, “Because they want me to,” or 

“Because I want to.”  God wants you to be able to answer, “Because God 

wants me to.”  Do you give your full will and devotion to God?  Does He 

have your complete allegiance, that when the world tells you something 

or some part of your insides tells you something, you don’t buy it unless 

God tells you the same thing.  You see, whatever we rest our allegiance 

and will and devotion on, that’s the thing we start to reorient our whole 

life around.  And the thing about external and internal voices is that there 

will come a time, no matter how noble it seems, that there’s a limit.  You 

may not be following a staunch oppressive set of traditional legalistic 

rules that limits you and everyone around you and you may not be an 

excessive hedonistic mess who only lives for yourself, but if the main 

compass in your life is either an external or internal voice, it will fail you.  
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Think about the Holocaust.  This is just one example from the numerous 

in history where legalism and hedonism will not tell you the best decision 

to make.  There was a provincial but generous family, led by the then 

elderly watch-jeweler named Casper ten Boom.  The entire family 

became involved in hiding their Jewish neighbors during the invasion in 

Poland, and eventually were imprisoned.  When Corrie, the determined 

youngest daughter who became the ring leader for their hiding 

operation, was trying to recruit help from a fellow Christian leader in 

acquiring more space to hide a certain Jewish mother and her infant 

child,  

Color drained from the man's face. He took a step back from me. “Miss 

Ten Boom! I do hope you're not involved with this illegal concealment … 

it's just not safe! Think of your father!” I pulled the coverlet back from the 

baby's face. The man bent forward, his hand in spite of himself reaching 

for the tiny fist curled round the blanket. For a moment I saw compassion 

and fear struggle in his face. Then he straightened, “No. Definitely not. 

We could lose our lives for that Jewish child!” Unseen by either of us, 

father had appeared in the doorway. “Give the child to me, Corrie,” he 

said. Father held the baby close, his white beard brushing its cheek, 

looking into the little face with eyes as blue and innocent as the 

baby's…”You say we could lose our lives for this child. I would consider 

that the greatest honor that could come to my family.”  
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You see, Casper ten Boom had decided a long time ago in his life that he 

would love God with all his heart.  With all of his will and devotion.  And 

in a circumstance where he could have reasoned that it was against the 

law to conceal this baby or convince himself that it’s not safe for him nor 

his family and not wanting to do it, he made a decision based on how his 

love for God dictates his actions.  He committed to lose his life (which he 

did in an unmarked grave as a poor nameless old man in a pile of bodies 

during the Holocaust) for the sake of another person.   

Do you love God with all your heart in that manner?   

Soul 

Again, we’re going to go to the root word to better define what soul 

actually is referring to - the Hebrew word נֶפֶׁש is tied most closely to the 

“inner being or appetite” of a person, or better put, the seat of emotions 

and passions.  And Jesus is saying that the scribe is closer to the 

Kingdom of God because He’s understanding that the most important 

thing is to love God also with all of your emotions and passions, and 

there are two parts to this.  One, is that God wants us to be emotional 

and passionate; we’re not meant to just be placid stoic beings that are 

forced to be reserved but we’re called to be the most joyful of people 

and the ones who weep deeply with those who are suffering.  God enjoys 

Loving God with all 
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emotions; He fastened them on purpose.  But, the second part to this is 

that we’re not meant to be dictated by our emotions or our passions - 

we’re actually called to focus our emotions and passions on God.   

Again, it can be easy for us to say that, yeah, for the most part, I have a 

general positive emotion toward God, so I must be good.  Nope, it 

doesn’t work that way.  In order to take ownership of our love for God, we 

need to assess this part of how we love Him.  What do you attach your 

emotions to?  What shapes and controls your passions?  And again, most 

people will fall in either one of these two categories: “I have repressed 

emotions” or “I am a slave to my emotions”.  Loving God with all of your 

soul means that you are able to express your emotions but are not 

controlled by them.   

The contemporary world feeds into our souls and tells us that either way 

is fine - if you want to keep your emotions at bay, it doesn’t matter - as 

long as you are accomplished and successful and it’s probably better that 

way cause nobody wants to be around a hot mess.  Or, if you are a hot 

mess, that’s fine too, cause you should be free to unleash without 

restriction the culmination of those glorious passions, and it’s everyone 

else’s problem if they don’t know how to deal with it.  But, there’s no 

tethering point.  There’s no direction in either of these choices.  Think 

about relationships you’ve been in where the other person lives this way.  
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You’ve experienced people who show absolutely no emotions, and just 

stare at you with those enlarged blank eyes, and you’d never know what 

they were really feeling.  You’ve also been with people who had no filters 

on their emotions and they just non-stop barraged you with them, one 

minute being inexpressibly happy and then the immediate next, so fiery 

angry and then on the turn of a hat, so sullen - their emotions are all over 

the place that actually, you don’t trust them.  Just like you don’t trust the 

person with no emotions.   

When we love God with all of our soul and attach our emotions to Him in 

a way that God shapes and controls our emotion and passion, we’re so 

much more balanced.  And discipline in our emotions, where we are able 

to genuinely express them but aren’t controlled by them.  Most people 

roll their eyes at the thought of discipline, but discipline is essentially 

funneled passion.  Emotion and passion given a direction.  And when the 

soul has a restored compass, you soar in a way that feels so satisfying.   

I’ve wrestled with depression for most of my adult life, an often 

underlying one, and sometimes in a rearing state, but I’ve never felt held 

captive by it, because my emotions, even the suffering sorrow or the 

resentful Hulk-like anger that comes with depression, have always had a 

direction.  The song-writer in Psalm 42 was in a pretty depressed 

situation, but at the end of the day, he looks down at his soul and tells it,   
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Why are you cast down, O my soul, 

    and why are you in turmoil within me? 

Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, 

    my salvation and my God. 

And it wasn’t just an emo teenage break-up situation he was dealing with; 

he was the main worship leader for a once theocratic turned monarch-

ruled people group that just experienced a complete take-over by a 

conquering nation and the best of the best taken into exile to be 

assimilated into their culture, and the only ones remaining in the 

turmoiled land were the destitute - the lowest of the lows.  You’re at the 

very bottom.  Now, if I was a person dictated by a repressed emotion, 

then I would never cry out for anything else and try to figure this destitute 

situation on my own and come to realize, I will never be able to do this 

on my own.  My hope is dead.  I am verily alone in the world.  And, if I 

was someone whose emotion puppeteered every whim of mine, then I 

would most likely live in such a state of fractured directionless emotions 

that the only endpoint is probable suicide.  My whole nation is gone.  I 

can’t handle this despair that I can’t help but feel anymore.  But, the lead 

lyricist doesn’t do either.  He looks down at his soul, his seat for emotion, 

and tells it, “I know you feel such turmoil, but don’t focus on the emotion.  

Instead, use that emotion of despair and cry out to God.  Express it to 
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Him because He cares and He hears you.  And then anchor your emotion 

to God and He’ll give you direction for it; He’ll lead you to hope, because 

He’s the only one who provides it.   

Do you love God with all your soul in that manner?   

Mind 

The Greek word that Jesus is referring to when saying “mind” is διάνοια 

which is best described as the faculty of thinking and understanding.  In 

other words, the way in which you think and how you think about things.  

It’s what determines your truth and sets the way you think based on that 

truth.  The Greeks sought out truth and knowledge more than anything 

else in their culture, and that’s the cultural moment Jesus was speaking 

into, and it was not that far off from our own cultural moment today.  We 

seek truth and it shapes how we think and what we think about.  And 

God is saying to love Him with all of that.   

So, how do you go about seeking truth?  What determines what truth is 

for you?  Once again, there are two ends to this spectrum: Is your truth 

based on what the outside world tells you or do you land on truth based 

solely on what you believe it to be?  You know you’re in the former party 

if you’re a heavy researcher, feel reassured any time Nature magazine 

concludes on some  scientific point, or without a shadow of a doubt, you 
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believe two types of people wholeheartedly - experts talking about 

whatever in their respective expertise or your trusted “go-to” people 

who’ve proven their advisory worth many times over.  And you know 

you’re in the latter group if you say things like, “All truth is relative and 

everyone’s entitled to his/her opinion.”  And that personal opinion and 

personal experiences determine what is truth to you.   

I’m not going to go all apologetic on you and go in depth about Science 

versus God and all that (mainly because there are way better writers and 

thinkers who have written way more thoughtful and practical books on 

this very topic), but I do want to offer that, if truth was just based on the 

given experts of our time, then the world being flat and the entire solar 

system revolving around planet earth are still some people’s truth and 

there’s just no error in them making decisions based on that truth.  None.  

Additionally, if all of our truth just comes from within, then the person 

who still continues to believe in the twenty first century that the world is 

flat is entitled to their opinion and make all of their decisions based on 

that.  He can also believe that girls shouldn’t ever be educated and make 

decisions to make sure it stays that way because all truth is relative and 

he’s entitled to his own opinion.  Do you see where we’re going.  Let’s 

bring it to Christendom.  For some of us, we believe that truth is found 

only in knowing the Bible well and becoming an expert in that or listening 

to Bible experts.  I trust that author or theologian or speaker or pastor, so 
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therefore, whatever he says is truth.  Or, the only sense of truth we have 

as a follower of Jesus is our own personal experience with God, so if we 

haven’t experienced it for ourselves yet, then it just isn’t true.  You can 

believe what you will, but I’m gonna stick with what I know.   

Don’t get me wrong, I believe with all my heart that the scriptures are the 

God-breathed, very word of God.  But, unless we anchor our truth on 

God, who alone is the very Truth Himself, two things will invariably 

happen when we think all truth comes from just the Bible or those who 

are experts of the Bible.  One, there will be times, especially in the fast 

paced culture clashing nature that we live in, where things of our time 

won’t have a direct obvious application from the Bible.  Take computers 

for example.  Or how to talk to our children about transgenders.  Or how 

exactly to dress in a given context.  The point of the word of God is to 

read it and know it and meditate on it and delight in it because you long 

to know and mediate on and delight in God.  The point of the Bible is to 

get us into an ever deepening relationship with God.  Jesus doesn’t say 

that his words are truth; He says that He is the Truth.  Truth comes from 

having an active, living, growing, dynamic relationship with Jesus.   

On the other side, I also absolutely understand that people verify what 

they’re being asked to believe by experiencing it for themselves - 

personal experience matters.  But, if we only take truth to be what we 
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ourselves personally see and hear and taste and smell, then we are as 

limited as what we come in contact with.  We would be people who 

believe that the continent of Africa doesn’t exist for the sole reason that 

we have not set foot on it.  Or Missouri for that matter.  We would be 

people who believe that the Holy Spirit does not miraculously heal the 

blind, the lame, and the sick because we’ve never personally experienced 

it for ourselves.  We would be like those who say that God only blesses in 

a certain kind of fashion or works in only one certain kind of way because 

it’s the only fashion or way that we’ve personally experienced.  We would 

so easily dismiss everyone else’s encounters with God.  Truth is not set by 

experience; it’s set by authority, and the only authority is the Creator 

Himself.   

What does it look like for God to determine your truth?  What happens 

when God sets the way in which you think and how you think about 

things?  When you love God with all of your mind, it means that you’re 

allowing him to set the plumb line for what is true, to shape how you 

think about relationships, circumstances, and what’s being communicated 

in the world, and to sift through the content on what to focus on.   

Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 

whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is 
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any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these 

things.  ~ Philippians 4:8 

If the people of God were to love God with their minds, they would think 

more about what God thinks and cares about - we would be people who 

think more about justice, how to create beauty, being excellent and 

commendable and honorable.  And, we would think more about what is 

true and worthy of praise.  We would set our minds on God.   

Do you love God with your mind in that manner?   

Might  

The Hebrew word מְאֹד in the Shema is translated as strength or might, 

but again, these words don’t capture the essence of its meaning.  A 

better but not so real word is “very-ness” or what makes up the “weight” 

of who you are.  It includes everything else apart from the heart, soul and 

mind.  Everything else about you that’s not your will and devotion, your 

seat of emotion and passion, nor your thoughts and thinking process.  It’s 

your physical body, all of your resources and finances and possessions, 

your capacities, your relationships, your talents and skills, and unique 

personality.  The rest of what makes you you is what God wants you to 

love Him with.   

Loving God with all 

your Might 
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And again, we respond to this call often in one of two ways: we either 

choose to keep our might to ourselves because it’s our proprietary right 

and gain, or, we keep our might to ourselves because we’re ashamed of it 

and see no value in it.     

“I tithe, haven’t I paid my dues?”   

“I serve at Church, isn’t that enough?” 

“I hang out with other Christians, what more does He want?”   

“I can barely make ends meet; what can I give?”  

“I have no skills - I’m not good with people and I’m not smart enough - I 

don’t think God can use me.”  

“I’m not funny or good looking enough for people to want to be with 

me.”   

No one really says any of these things out loud, per se, but everyone 

thinks them inside their brains, all the time.  It’s either you feel as though 

you have every right to everything you have because you worked so hard 

to achieve them or because it’s just rightfully yours to keep and have full 

say in what you will do with it, or, you feel as though you have nothing to 

offer, so you just hide away and keep to yourself.  But, loving God with all 

your might means something entirely different.  It means that out of your 

full devotion to Him, you live in a manner where everything that you have 
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is entirely His.  God gets full access to everything.  Your job is simple.  

You keep good care of them.  You invest and not squander.  You maintain 

and upkeep instead of letting them get rusty.  You steward them to your 

best ability so that when one part of your might gets called up, it’s ready.  

You steward your time in a way where God can inconvenience you at any 

moment and divert your attention to someone or something else.  You 

steward your finances in a way where God can tell you to give a distinct 

amount to this person or this organization or invest in this new business 

because it’s going to expand His Kingdom in a certain way.  You steward 

your physical body in a way where you maintain a beautiful voice or face 

or strong muscles so that you can use them for others out of your 

immense love for God - a singing voice will get you a platform in the 

world where people will listen to you; and a pretty face will make people 

look at what you do; and strong muscles will allow you to go and 

maneuver into places where most people won’t be able to go.  God may 

call your number on your athleticism.  Think of Samson.  He may call your 

number on your beauty.  Remember Esther?  He may use your voice?  

Um, King David, anyone?  You steward your relationships in a way where 

God gets full access to your roladex - your mom, His.  Your best friend, 

His.  Your co-workers and networking partners in your industry - all His.  

Your kids and your spouse - His and His.  Nothing gets in the way of your 

love for God and all things are used to love God.   
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Do you love God with all your might in this manner?   

Do you love God with all your heart, soul, mind and might, and do you 

know what that means? 

Following Jesus  

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the 

gospel of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of 

God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”  Passing alongside the 

Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the brother of Simon casting a 

net into the sea, for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to 

them, “Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of men.”  And 

immediately they left their nets and followed him.  And going on a little 

farther, he saw James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, who were 

in their boat mending the nets.  And immediately he called them, and 

they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants and 

followed him.  ~ Mark 1:14-20 

Simon Peter, and his brother Andrew, and James and John left everything 

and followed Jesus.  They left their careers, their families and friends, and 

their home towns of Galilee and followed Jesus.  They left their expertise 

and what they were good at, their closest relationships, and the world 

that they knew and followed Jesus.  If you want to take real ownership of 

Following Jesus 
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your faith and commitment to God, you need to be able to understand 

what it means to say yes to following Jesus.  Like his first followers.  Who 

left their occupations, their loved ones, and pretty much their everything 

and followed Jesus.  Before the crucifixion and the resurrection 

happened.  If you asked Peter or John why they follow Jesus, they 

actually wouldn’t say, “Because Jesus died for me and saved me from my 

sins.”  It didn’t happen yet.  They didn’t follow Jesus because of a 

message about salvation and earning a golden ticket to Heaven and 

living the rest of your life sort of just twiddling your thumbs waiting for 

that ticket to be cashed in.  And they didn’t follow Jesus because he 

offered them a lucrative job offer, a higher social status and networking 

power, or a luxurious new destination.  They followed Jesus because of 

two things and two things only: the good news and the personal 

invitation.   

Do you know why you follow Jesus?  Would you be able to answer it 

without saying, “Because Jesus died for my sins.”  Jesus absolutely did, 

but that’s not it.  It can’t be it.  The disciples followed Jesus because of 

the good news about something and because of His personal invitation 

to that something.  The disciples followed Jesus because he told them 

that the kingdom, the rule and reign, of God had come.  And the 

disciples followed Jesus because He was personally inviting them into it.  

Dallas Willard calls the Kingdom of God, “the range of effective will,” 

They followed 

Jesus because of 2 

things:  

The Good News 

The Personal 

Invitation 
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Jesus’ effective will and how far it reaches, or, wherever Jesus’ influence 

takes effect.  The Kingdom of God, which comes with it a society where 

everything is restored, peace and joy beyond belief, goodness and 

prosperity where every single person involved thrives - this was at hand 

and had come.  And Jesus was personally offering it to them.  It’s never 

been done before.  The prophets of old had only told them what God 

was saying to them.  The kings of old have only ruled them in place of 

God.  And the teachers, the scribes and the pharisees, have only guided 

them on what they needed to do to follow God’s instructions.  But Jesus 

was offering that God is directly speaking to them, directly ruling them, 

and directly guiding them.  The Kingdom of God at hand meant that God 

was making Himself directly and personally accessible to them.  

Are you aware of the truth that Jesus’ Kingdom has come?  Do you follow 

Jesus because you want to participate in His Kingdom?  Are you aware 

that He is personally inviting you to come join Him in it?  Do you follow 

Jesus because you’ve been personally invited to have relationship with 

Him for the sake and value of having a relationship with God?   

If we live as though we follow Jesus only because He’s died for our sins 

and we have a golden ticket to Heaven, then life is just a waiting game.  

Waiting for retirement in Heaven.  Feeling safe about our own retirement 

plan and holding on firmly to that golden ticket.  Without a care in the 

Do you follow 

Jesus because you 

want to participate 

in His Kingdom?
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world - you won the jackpot.  There’s really nothing left to do.  But, if we 

live as though we follow Jesus because His Kingdom has come and He’s 

personally invited us into a vibrant and vital relationship with Him and 

into His Kingdom, then there’s a lot of life left to be lived.  It’s not a 

retirement plan; it’s a reclaiming and restoration and renovation plan.   

Why do you follow Jesus?  

Advancing God’s Kingdom 

And he said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what 

parable shall we use for it?  It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when 

sown on the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth, yet when it 

is sown it grows up and becomes larger than all the garden plants and 

puts out large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its 

shade.”  ~ Mark 4:30-32  

In Luke 10, Jesus gathers 72 of his followers and sends them out saying, 

““The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray 

earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.  

Go your way; behold, I am sending you out as lambs in the midst of 

wolves.”  Their task was simple: Go into a town, eat whatever is given 

you, heal the sick in that town, and say to them, “The Kingdom of God 

has come near to you.”  Go, eat, heal, and tell them that God’s Kingdom 

Advancing God’s 

Kingdom  
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is here.  Now, two things before moving on; two things that are vital for 

us to own before moving on to think deeply about the Church.  And the 

two things are these: 1.) we need to know what the Kingdom of God is 

and 2.) we need to know what we’re supposed to do in the Kingdom of 

God.     

What is the Kingdom of God?  And more simply, what is a kingdom?  We 

live in a day and age where kings and kingdoms seem of a bygone era 

and all that’s left of them are empty stone castles or thousands of well 

wishers lining the streets of London to catch a glimpse of celebrity 

weddings.  The kingdom is not a place.  The kingdom is the rule and 

reign of someone, “the range of effective will.”  The range means how 

far.  And effective will means the level of influence one’s authority has.  

So, the Kingdom of God means the range in which Jesus’ authority has 

an influence.  It’s the area in which Jesus is seen and followed as the 

rightful King.  It’s the spaces where the will of the King is acknowledged 

and carried through.  It’s the range of God’s effective will.   

So, what are we supposed to do in this Kingdom?  The thing about 

kingdoms and human beings is that every person has his or her own little 

personal kingdom.  Our own personal range of our effective will.  Where 

our personal level of authority has a personal level of influence over 

places, environments, and people.  And what we’re supposed to do in 

What is the 

Kingdom of God? 

What are we 

supposed to do in 

this Kingdom? 
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the Kingdom of God is to turn our kingdoms, our range of effective will, 

over to him.  Which means that our will will no longer be as effective as 

His will will be.  His influence will be greater than our influence.  His 

authority will trump our authority.  He may ask us to change or expand 

our range for the sake of His Kingdom.  The places, environments and 

people we’re involved with.  He may tell us to stay where we are but that 

His view and perspective and thoughts and loves will spill over into that 

place, environment and people.  He may tell us to go to different places, 

environments and people in order to grow His Kingdom.  And when we 

say that we love God and follow Jesus, then we listen to Him and do 

what He says.   

But the thing about the Kingdom of God is not only that we hand over 

our places, environments and people to Jesus so that His will and reign 

and influence is done, we actually participate in doing the same things 

that Jesus does.  He sent out the 72 to the places where He himself 

would be going, to announce that the Kingdom of God has come near - 

that the rule and reign of Jesus is coming - and the disciples effectively 

proved their point by doing the very things Jesus did: they healed the 

sick, cast out demons, proclaimed the good news.  Jesus’ Kingdom, the 

Kingdom of God, is coming and it’s marked by restoration - He’s come to 

reclaim what’s rightfully His.   
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We are to be like lambs in the midst of wolves.  We are to be agents of 

the Kingdom, in all the places and environment and people we come in 

contact with on the regular - to actively engage with them in a way that 

announces that there’s good news - King Jesus is here and His Kingdom 

is all about restoration, destroying the power and brokenness that Evil is 

affecting in our world today, and making all things new.  So, let me ask 

you, how are you effectively engaging in the Kingdom of God today?   

Are you actively advancing the Kingdom of God in your own personal 

life?   

Living in the Culture of God 

And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and 

the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.  And awe came 

upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through 

the apostles.  And all who believed were together and had all things in 

common.  And they were selling their possessions and belongings and 

distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need.  And day by 

day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, 

they received their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God 

and having favor with all the people.  And the Lord added to their 

number day by day those who were being saved.  ~ Acts 2:42-47  

Living in the 

Culture of God 
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As we come to the final part of personal ownership, we’ll look at the 

number one passage in the Bible people go to when they’re feeling 

disenchanted or disenfranchised by the Church, Acts 2.  And most of the 

time when people allude to the “Acts 2 Church”, they are referring to 

simplifying things or going back to making first things first or other non-

descriptives that make one feel good but doesn’t put skin on things.  For 

one thing, people reminisce on it when the Church becomes too 

structured or too big, either too programmatic or unauthentic.  In other 

words, what they’re failing to describe is that they long for a smaller more 

intimate community where they sort of just do “as the Spirit leads”.  So, 

we’re going to look at what the people of God were like in Acts 2 to 

dispel any myths about it.  And two things will probably surprise you.  

And there’s a personal ownership to participate in these two surprising 

things.  

The most prominent thing about the early church was that the Holy Spirit 

moved in such a powerful way that marked the day that would be 

Pentecost.  The thing that people often forget is that there was a group 

of men and women, a group of 120 persons altogether, waiting together 

for the Advocate Jesus promised.  Now, if you think about the churches 

you’ve experienced, or even organizations or social groups, this number 

is probably the ideal number for ensuing and cultivating an intimate 

setting.  Think about the 120 guests wedding versus the 500 person 

2 things that will 

surprise us about 

the Acts 2 Church
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wedding.  Guaranteed, the intimate gathering was probably more 

memorable and meaningful.  Why?  Because it was from the view point of 

the guest.  A guest of a 120 person wedding versus an obscene 500 list 

makes you feel important and closer to the bride and groom.  It’s that 

feeling that you made it.  Of all the people they could have invited to this 

party, I was one of the fortunate ones.  You feel like you got an exclusive 

membership to an exclusive club.  Everybody loves a 120 person affair.  

Back to the early church - before the Holy Spirit came and changed 

everything, the early followers of Jesus were a part of the ideally 

numbered group.  It felt important and worthwhile to be a part of it and 

other people knew me by name.  From the perspective of the guest.  

But, the host was intending for something entirely different because that’s 

not the culture He creates.  When the Holy Spirit came and transformed 

them, that day, that very day, three thousand individuals were added to 

their number.  Not the obscene 500.  A dismaying and dumbfounding 

three thousand.  And more and more were being added to their number 

day by every day.  If you’re going back to the Acts 2 church because 

you’re longing for a more intimate setting, that’s not what Jesus was out 

to do.  He’s running the culture and He wants it to grow.  In fact, a distinct 

mark of the Kingdom of God is that while it often starts out small and 

insignificant, it always grows to be the largest thing influencing every 

orifice of everything.  The growth trend of the Kingdom is exponential.  
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Not exponentially something.  Exponential.  It doesn’t just recruit one by 

one; it multiplies.  2 x 2 is four and so is 2 + 2, but once you go past that 

initial point, multiplication always exceeds addition.  Always.  Why?  

Because of two things:  One, intimacy and value in the Kingdom of God 

has nothing to do with what the people around you thinks and feels 

about you - it matters what King Jesus thinks and feels about you.  And 

He loves you.  He loves you more than you know and you are of so much 

more value and worth than you’ll ever dare to know.  And He personally 

invites you to an intimate relationship with Him.  Two, in the community 

of God, welcoming more and more people is more important than 

comfort.  The King intends for the range of His effective will to be far 

reaching - in fact, to the very ends of the earth.  And where His Kingdom 

is, His people are there.  It’s an expectation that it will grow and we’re 

called to participate in that growth.   

Surprising thing #1 for us to participate in: the Acts 2 community was 

huge and it’s expected to only get bigger.   

Surprising thing #2 of the Acts 2 Church is that it wasn’t really all that 

loosey-goosey “Spirit-led” without any structure.  There were four very 

specific things that members of this new culture participated in: they 

devoted themselves to the teaching, the fellowship, the breaking of 

bread, and the prayers.  Let’s dissect this out a bit.  In the culture of God’s 

Surprise #1:  

Exponential growth  
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Kingdom, each person was devoted to the same four things, and the 

original Greek for the term “devoted” is προσκαρτερέω paints a better 

picture.  They were steadfastly attentive to these four things and gave 

them unremitting care.  They persevered in their commitment and were 

constant, consistent, and prepared themselves for these four things.  

Ready?   

Teaching 

What does it mean that they were devoted to the teaching of the 

apostles?  Well, it means that they were being taught the ways of Jesus 

on the regular; the apostles were doing exactly what Jesus told them to 

do - “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.  And 

behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  In the culture of 

the Kingdom of God, we are devoted to being equipped and equipping 

others in the way of Jesus, and the way of Jesus is about the renewal of 

all things and extending His reign and favor.  Are you committed on the 

daily to be taught and teach, to be equipped and equip others, in the 

way of Jesus?   

Surprise #2:  

Spirit-led Structure 

Teaching  
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Fellowship 

What does it mean that the early church was devoted to the fellowship?  

Most of us when we come across this term, we can’t help but think of 

some coffee hour following Sunday service or a phrase we throw around 

when we have a meal with Christians (when all the while, all we’re trying 

to say is that we had dinner together or that we hung out).  But, 

fellowship, κοινωνία, means much more than just being in close 

proximity with another person or doing an activity together.  It means 

partnership, and a partnership with someone specific and for something 

specific.  They were devoted to partnering with God and with one 

another with a purpose for the Kingdom of God.   

Breaking of Bread 

What does it mean that the early Christians devoted themselves to the 

breaking of bread?  Breaking of bread was symbolizing two things: first, it 

was a phrase that’s the equivalent to “activities of daily living”, the things 

you do when you do life together.  Live, play, work, and eat together.  

But, the second thing defines the way in which they did life together.  

Breaking bread was significant of reminding the believers of what Jesus 

did for them.  Jesus took the most ordinary ritualistic routine of eating, 

breaking bread together because that’s how people shared a meal 

together in that culture in that time, to tell them about Himself - and He 

told them to do this together in remembrance of Him.  Remember Him in 

Fellowship 

Breaking of Bread  
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the way you do life together - in how you live, play, work and eat 

together.  It wasn’t just eating together or doing an activity together 

aimlessly - it’s all done with the purpose of reminding one another of 

Jesus.   

Prayers 

What does it mean that the Acts 2 community was devoted to the 

prayers?  This group of people who were actively growing in the way of 

Jesus for the renewal of all things, partnered with Him and one another to 

grow God’s Kingdom, and daily investing in one another’s lives to remind 

each other of Jesus, devoted themselves to prayer.  And prayer is simply 

this: seeking God in relationship with Him and for His Vision for our life 

both personally, and more importantly, together as a family.  Individual 

persons with a vibrant and live relationship with God, talking to Him and 

listening to Him, for themselves and for one another.  Are you doing that?  

Are you owning up to having conversations with God on the regular and 

also standing beside others to seek out His vision for His effective will to 

transform our community and culture?    

Are you living in the culture of the Kingdom of God?  Are you living in a 

way that you take ownership of devoting yourself - being steadfast and 

committed and unrelenting in being equipped in the way of Jesus, 

partnered with Him and others for a purpose, doing life together that 

Prayers 
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intentionally points to Jesus, and seeking God personally and together as 

a family? 

There you have it.  Ownership.  Own the very things that you do have 

control over and have responsibility for.  Own this first in your heart and 

have Him come and transform you from the inside out.  And as you’re 

owning it, as He’s transforming you from the inside out, we get to embark 

on looking at the Church together.  Ownership is the only way to do this 

in a way that doesn’t kill the Church.   

• We need to be aware that there is indeed a wisdom of the world that is 

in direct opposition to the wisdom of God, a kind of dark wisdom that 

pursues jealousy and selfish ambition 

• We need to actively love God with all of our heart, what houses our 

devotion, our souls, our emotional being, our minds, the very way in 

which we think and what we think about, and our might, or 

our veryness, all of our possessions of physical state, resources, skillsets, 

time, etc. 

• We need to be able to know exactly why it is that we follow Jesus – and 

beyond just the “Sunday school” answer of “Because Jesus saved me 

from my sins and now I have a golden ticket to Heaven.” 

What does 

Ownership look 

like?  
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• We need to see our environments and relationships as opportunities for 

the King’s reign to come into to restore all things to Himself 

• We need to intentionally participate in the new culture God is bringing 

as He ushers in His Kingdom.  It’s coming, nothing can stop it, and we 

want to be a partner in it. 

Welcome to Ownership.   


