
There’s a process by which you take a group of people along in order for 
them to land remotely at the same place … and the key word in all of this 
is process.  There’s no real way to expedite this, even if you see the clear 
end.  There’s no way to download it all in one batch.  There’s a repetition 
that brings clarity more than any clear and concise way of articulating it.  
And that’s the process we’ve been going through as we wrestle with the 
question, “What is Da Church?” 

Below is where we’ve landed so far today: 

The premise for being able to answer this question lies on the fact that, 
most people who have gone through some sort of negative experience 
with an institution will fall into a distaste and a mistrust in the 
organizational part of the church.  Therefore, if we aren’t able to deeply 
and meaningfully answer this question for ourselves and in the context of 
that which we love, Jesus and His Kingdom, then we’ll fall prey to our 
own experiences and emotions and perpetuate distaste and mistrust, 
until that becomes the very culture we create.  I believe that this is a 
pivotal part of our lives we need to nail down and be comfortable with, 
not just for healing and health, but more so because this is just as 
important as knowing the Full Gospel inside and out, having a daily 
personal connection with Jesus, and having a true heart for the One>99, 
because it has so much to do with Christ’s heart.  Christ loves His bride, 
and we’re called to love her too. 

We began with looking at the church in Thessalonica, primarily because 
of its demarcation as being known as an example church to all of 
Macedonia, Achaia, and their “faith in God has gone forth everywhere (1 
Thessalonians 1:8b).”  The church, the people who made up this portion 
of the bride of Christ, His body, was established to be emulated and we 
set out to do just that in order to answer our question. 
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Part I: What grounds Da Church? 

(Foundational) 1 Thessalonians 1:3 

remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor 

of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.    

Faith: These people were known for their work, or ergon, which is better 
translated as occupation, productivity, creativity, the work of their hands, 
basically the physical and social culture created by them.  And 
their ergon, the way in which they produce culture around them, is 
produced via faith.  So, what’s faith?  We read through Hebrews 11 line 
by line and sat in the great cloud of witness who were all commended for 
their faith, and in particular, defined it by two things from verse 6: the 
belief that God exists – that God is who He says that He is and is the only 
One to be worshipped; and that He rewards those who seek after Him 
first – that He commends those who chase hard after Him.  Faith is 
basically believing who God says He is and therefore, out of that 
definition, running hard after Him.  These people were known for the 
culture they created out of their worship and seeking hard after the one 
and only God.  Period. 

Love: The church in Thessalonica was known for their labor, or kopos, 
marked blatantly by love.  And kopos is better translated as intense labor 
united with trouble or toil that produces nothing but weariness.  That’s 
coupled with love.  We read through 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 and were 
humbled and astounded by what love actually is – that at the heart of it, 
the definition of love boils down to the utter opposite of selfishness – the 
laying down of one’s own rights, privileges, and life for the sake of 
another.  We talked about how much in history, the church made a mark 
and was noticed by earthly authorities because of the way in which they 
loved and gave themselves up for the flourishing of others – at their own 
expense.  These people were known for their willingness to engage in the 
suffering of others because of their deep sense of selflessness. 
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Hope: The Thessalonians were known for their steadfastness, 
or hypomones, inspired by hope.  And, again, a far better description 
than steadfastness or perseverance is being unswerving from a deliberate 
purpose and allegiance, and this unswerving determination is laser 
focused on the hope by which they live.  We studied through Romans 
5:1-5 and looked at the nature of hope – that it 1.) is rejoiced because of 
the glory of God and 2.) comes through a succession from suffering, 
which is also rejoiced in, to perseverance, to character, to hope.  Hope 
does not shame or disappoint.  It does not leave us as fools.  We looked 
further at what it is that, if it were not true, would leave us to be fools, 
and we came to find ourselves looking straight at the hope we have in 
Jesus and His Kingdom.  It’s the hope in the Kingdom of God.  These 
people were known for their unswerving allegiance and devotion to the 
hope they clung to that Jesus’ Kingdom is both eternal and at hand, and 
is here and now. 

The church’s grounding is found in this: it’s a people who live by faith, are 
known by love, and are the voice of hope to the world around them.  In 
other words, a people who create culture around them and make 
decisions out of their singular worship of God and God alone, are known 
for their unfathomable selflessness towards one another and others, and 
is sounding out that Jesus’ reign is not only true but is more good and 
more for your very own good than you could ever imagine. 

Part II: What motivates Da Church?  

1 Thessalonians 1:5 

because our gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power 

and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction  

The church is motivated by the truth of the Gospel, but what does this 
really mean, and how does this practically play out in a group of people?  
We were reminded that whenever Paul uses the word gospel, it’s like a 
code or a nickname for something bigger.  The gospel of the kingdom of 
God.  Gospel, or “Good news” or “announcement” was a very 
commonly used word, particularly by the government for its people to 
pay attention to, and Paul is now infiltrating the culture at hand by saying 

Motivated by  

  

Hope  

  

Full Gospel  



that the Good News of the Kingdom of God is the only and final good 
word, or big announcement, ever needed to proclaim to people.  Done.  
The people in Thessalonica were ones who deeply and intricately knew 
the good news of God’s Big Story and its implication on our lives today, 
and it was the singular thing that motivated them.  We poured through 
how we need to become a people who know the Full Gospel inside and 
out, not just knowledge head-wise, but believe that this is the solution to 
every problem, heart ache, brokenness in the world, to us personally and 
to those around us. 

And the gospel comes not merely with words, or logos (logic, reasoning, 
or teaching) but with three things: 

Power: The word dynamis is better articulated as any time the word 
miracle or healing is used and the volume defined as “power consisting 
in or resting upon armies, forces, or hosts”.  It’s specifically super-natural 
power.  The natural is turned upside down and engages with God.  On 
the constant.  It’s what always ushers in the Kingdom of God – the lame 
dance, the deaf hear, the mute speak, demons are cast out, the outcasts 
are brought back in, and on and on it goes.  It comes in how we pray and 
what we pray for because of to Whom we pray.  It’s how we participate in 
the gospel, free to take risks because of the power we have free access 
to. 

Holy Spirit: the good news of Jesus’ rule is evidenced by God’s own 
Spirit, and while the Spirit comes with power, it is more times than not, 
described in the context of the church to do two things: 1.) Sanctification 
– inside out transformation – evidenced by having the growing fruit of the 
Spirit in a person but also in a collective of people.  2.) Unity – Diversity 
pursuing and living in the common purpose of and distributed and 
powered by the Spirit instead of mere conformity – evidenced by the 
varying gifts of the Spirit to reflect and glorify a more complete picture of 
who God is.  It comes in a community that seeks to become more like 
Christ together through honesty and safe practices.  It’s how we 
acknowledge and grow in our given and intentionally apportioned gifts, 
and practice using them for the sake of others. 

Full Conviction: and finally, the good news of the Kingdom of God comes 
with full assurance, the most certain confidence, unwavering devotion to 
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it.  Seeking first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness above all 
other things.  This is what made the people of God in Thessalonica 
become an example to the rest of the world as they knew it. 

The Church is motivated by the Full Gospel which comes with it, power 
(like dynamic, force to be reckoned with, miraculous power that becomes 
the norm), the Holy Spirit (and the evidence of Him residing in the very 
insides of us as individuals and as a collective with sanctification and 
unity), and full conviction (complete convinced final word assured 
devotion that this is it, and there’s nothing apart from it).  

Part III: What is Da Church moved towards?  
1 Thessalonians 1:6-8 

And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the 

word in much affliction, with the joy of the Holy Spirit, so that you 

became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia.  For 
not only has the word of the Lord sounded forth from you in Macedonia 
and Achaia, but your faith in God has gone forth everywhere, so that we 
need not say anything. 

The mission of the Church, or what the Church is moved towards, is this: 
to become and make and equip imitators, mimetes – essentially, 
copycats, followers, examples – disciples of Jesus.  We wrestled through 
coming up with a practical way that this looks from Ephesians 4:1-16 and 
Matthew 28:18-20.  We receive the framework for it from the latter and a 
broad structure for it from the former.   

The framework from the Great Commission is that Jesus talks about the 
four “alls”. 

1.) All authority comes from Jesus, and what He’s doing with His authority 
is that He is commissioning, charging, commanding His followers to make 
disciples, and His authority is not just from a position of giving directions 
but the earning of it because of His power 
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2.) All nations, all people are to be made imitators, followers, disciples of 
Jesus.  There’s no discrimination or hierarchy or privilege involved.  The 
good news of His Kingdom is for everyone – for all people to flourish 
under His reign 
3.) All things Jesus has taught – and it’s a very particular way in which to 
teach everything that He has commanded.  It’s teaching and equipping 
people in a way where the fruit of it is that they come to be baptized into 
the Trinity.  It’s teaching them where they say, “Yes, Jesus, I’m all in for 
you.  Fully committed and fully convinced.” 
4.) All ways. Jesus promises to be with them always, even to the end of 
the age.  The promise is that He does not leave us alone in this – it’s His 
very own personal and collective interaction with us and with those we go 
to that seals the deal 

And from Ephesians 4, Paul paints a picture of a broad structure for the 
church, where calling is spelled out first for the individual then to the 
collective, for the singular purpose of everyone maturing into Christ – 
becoming imitators of Jesus: 

1.) The Church is filled with people who are answering the personal call to 
live a worthy life, not waiting to be waited on, but actively contributing 
and initiating practicing sanctification in the safety of a gracious 
community.  Essentially, we all take ownership of living by faith, being 
known by our love, being the voice of hope to the world around us 
individually 
2.) The Church is also given leadership, separate but a part of the 
collective, to do mainly one thing: equip the saints to become mature 
imitators of Jesus.  Leadership in the description of apostle, prophet, 
evangelist, teacher and shepherd is given to the church not to serve the 
people but to equip them.  That means that, if you’re a gifted teacher, 
your job is not to just teach – it’s to teach others to teach (remember, the 
call to each disciple of Jesus is that they go teach everything that Jesus 
commanded); if you’re a prophet, your job isn’t to just have prophetic 
words for other people – it’s to equip others to hear from God for 
themselves, and so on.  And the whole purpose is not so that the Church 
looks like one leader; it’s so that the Church, the people, all look like 
Jesus. 
3.) Again, sanctification and unity are the hallmarks of the Church.  A safe 
place to practice inside out transformation laced with grace and 



forgiveness; and an environment where the diversity of the people, which 
deeply includes their spiritual gifts and different ways they are created, 
completes a more complete picture of the God we put at the center of 
our devotion.  Not conformity, but diverse unity 

The Church is moved towards making imitators of Jesus, in the way Jesus 
called each of us to do, and to do it together in a way where everyone is 
maturing more and more into who Christ is.   

The Church is grounded in being a people who live by faith, are 
known by love, and are the voice of hope to the world around them.  
It’s motivated by the Full Gospel, which comes with power, the Holy 
Spirit, and full conviction.  And the Church is moved towards making 
and equipping disciples of Jesus so that all of us mature into 
becoming more like Christ.  Da Church in a nutshell. 
  


