
Open Spaces 

Share a meal. Share a story.


A curation of quotes and story facilitation questions to be used.


Basic building blocks for an “Open Space” dinner: 

•  Eat together (potluck of BYO) (30-45min)

•  1 person reads the quote, asks a question from the quote, and shares his/her personal 

response (15min)

• Groups of 6-8 are formed to share their personal responses (20-30min)


Quote Story facilitation Question 

“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice 
everywhere” Martin Luther King, Jr.

ON JUSTICE: Have you ever taken on an 
injustice in your community or in the world? 
What was the issue, and what happened?

“We make a living by what we get, but we 
make a life by what we give” Winston 
Churchill

ON GENEROSITY: Have you ever received 
generosity?  How have you shown generosity 
to someone else?

“to be loved but not known is comforting but 
superficial.  To be known and not loved is 
our greatest fear.  But to be fully known and 
truly loved …  It is what we need more than 
anything.” Tim Keller

ON LOVE: How have you experienced being 
loved but not known?  How have you 
experienced being known but not loved?  
How have you experienced being fully 
known and truly loved? 

“Friendship is unnecessary, like philosophy, 
like art … It has no survival value; rather it is 
one of those things which give value to 
survival.” C. S. Lewis 

ON FRIENDSHIP: How has friendship 
brought value into your life?  Who are some 
of those kinds of friends? 

“Integrity is choosing courage over comfort. 
It's choosing what is right over what is fun, 
fast, or easy. It's choosing to practice your 
values rather than simply professing them” 
Brene Brown

ON INTEGRITY: Are you a person of 
integrity?  Why or why not?  Share about a 
person of integrity in your life.

“Humility is throwing oneself away in 
complete concentration on something or 
someone else.” Madeleine L’Engle  

“Humility is not thinking less of yourself but 
thinking about yourself less.” C.S. Lewis

ON HUMILITY: What do you think humility 
means?  How does a person show true 
humility? 



“Margaret Mead is quoted as saying “Never 
believe that a few caring people can’t 
change the world. For, indeed, that’s all who 
ever have.”

PURPOSE: Can you give an example of this 
from your lifetime?  Can you give an 
example of someone you know who has 
lived this out?  

“I can do things you cannot, you can do 
things I cannot. Together we can do great 
things.” - Mother Theresa 

UNITY THROUGH DIVERSITY: Can you share 
a time when the differences in a situation 
helped make a better outcome?  

Legacy. What legacy are you leaving? 

“For to be free is not merely to cast off one’s 
chains, but to live in a way that respects and 
enhances the freedom of others.” Nelson 
Mandela 

How do you use your freedom?  Are you a 
person who uses it to enhance the freedom 
of others?  Have you known people who live 
like this? 

Growing as Initiators & Responders Are you a person who likes to initiate things?  
Or are you a person who likes to respond to 
when someone else initiates something?  
What kinds of things do you think you could 
initiate to help increase a sense of 
community? 

“Whenever you’re in conflict with someone, 
there is one factor that can make the 
difference between damaging your 
relationship and deepening it. That factor is 
attitude.” William James 

NAVIGATING CONFLICT: Everyone 
experiences conflict, but what kind of 
attitude do you often have in the midst of 
conflict?  Why do you think that is?  

"The value of a man resides in what he gives 
and not in what he is capable of receiving.” 
Albert Einstein 

Are you a Giver or Receiver?  

What destroys community?  Gossip. “A 
gossip betrays a confidence but a 
trustworthy person keeps a secret.” Proverbs 
11:13  

How have you experienced gossip 
destroying community?  Have you ever 
personally experienced it?  What was your 
response and why?  



What destroys community? No balance.  
“Truth without love is brutality, and love 
without truth is hypocrisy.” Warren Wiersbe 

Are you a person who speaks truth without 
love or love without truth?  Share about a 
time when you’ve experienced both truth 
and love.

What destroys community?  Unspoken 
Expectations. 
“I'm not in this world to live up to your 
expectations and you're not in this world to 
live up to mine.”  —Bruce Lee (but actually, 
Friedrich Perls, -Gestalt therapy) 

"Expectations are premeditated 
resentments, unless you communicate them 
clearly.” Hanzo Hamamura 

Are you a person who communicates out 
expectations clearly or just keep them to 
yourself?  How come?  

Fear “Oh yes, the past can hurt, but you can 
either run from it, or learn from it.” Lion King  

Are you a person who learn from a past hurt 
or run from it?  How come? 

Fear of Commitment. “Without commitment 
you cannot have depth in anything.” Neil 
Strauss

Are you a person who experiences deep or 
shallow commitment in your life?  What do 
you think contributes to that?  Are their 
people in your life who are deeply 
committed?  Describe them.  

Fear of Lack and Scarcity Mentality “ I 
rigorously lament all of the many things that I 
don’t have. But in this self-imposed and 
rather lively pity-party to which I’ve invited 
myself, what I forget are the resources I do 
have that equip me to obtain what I don’t.” 
Craig D. Lounsbrough.   

Are you a person who is afraid of lack or 
scarcity?  What are some of the resources 
you do have but you often forget about?  

Gratitude and Generosity - “Practicing an 
attitude of gratitude spills over into acts of 
generosity.” - Debbie Macomber

How does gratitude spill over into 
generosity?  When have you experienced 
this? 

Proverbs 22:9 “Blessed are those who are 
generous, because they feed the poor.”

What is your personal response to the 
houseless community or those with little 
means?  What experiences have shaped 
your response? 



“True generosity consists precisely in fighting 
to destroy the causes which nourish false 
charity.” - Paulo Freire  

What are evidences of false charity in your 
community?  What are evidences of true 
generosity in your community? 

“From the ashes a fire shall be woken.  
A light from the shadows shall spring. 
Renewed shall be blade that was broken.  
The crownless again shall be king.” 
• J.R.R. Tolkien 

”New beginnings are built on past endings, 
but they are not dictated by them.” 
• Hanzo Hamamura 

Are you a person who live from your past?  Is 
this helpful or harmful to you?  In what ways 
can you live into new beginnings?  

Hope implies that you are experiencing 
some kind of darkness. “I know, somehow, 
that only when it is dark enough can you see 
the stars.” - MLK.

Share about a time in your life where you 
experienced darkness and one thing that 
gave you hope in the midst of it. 

Hope requires that we be able to look 
forward to the future and imagine that life 
could be better or different one day. MLK’s I 
Have a Dream Speech.

What is one are of darkness or brokenness 
you are facing today, and how do you 
imagine that it can be different one day?

Hope is meant to be shared with others. 
“Kindness is giving hope to those who think 
they are all alone in this world.” -Unknown.

What is one thing you can do to share hope 
with someone else? 

Difference between Knowing and Feeling: 
Love 

“I would not be cured if the price of the cure 
was that I must leave the island and give up 
my work.” -Father Damien

At times we feel unloved, but we need to 
know that we really are loved and cherished. 
Who makes you feel unloved? Who makes 
you feel loved?) 



Difference between Knowing and Feeling: 
Faith 

“You must remember never to cease to act 
because you fear you may fail.” 
-Queen Lili’uokalani 

What is a dream that you have? Are you 
confident in seeing that dream come to 
pass? Is a fear of failing holding you back 
from your dreams? 

Even if you never see your dream realized, is 
it worth it to you to live your life in such a way 
that it serves as a foundation for the future to 
build on?

Difference between Knowing and Feeling: 
Ohana  

The word ohana is rooted in the taro plant – 
oha-ana: ohā is the shoot, the part of the taro 
plant which is cut from the plant and planted 
to become the next generation; ana is a 
conjunctive word connoting regeneration. 

“Fixation on a single instrument can lead to 
confusion and an incomplete picture of the 
aircraft's attitude or situation.“ - Aircraft 
Owners and Pilots Association  

(why there are redundant flight instruments 
on planes) (“Family” are the people who will 
remind you what you already know, when 
your feelings are deceiving you.)

What is a situation in your life causing 
confusion, and how can it be helped by 
ohana? 

“I found it is the small everyday deeds of 
ordinary folk that keep the darkness at 
bay. Small acts of kindness and love.”  JRR 
Tolkien 

How have you experienced small acts of 
kindness of love recently?  How have you 
extended it?

“America must see that riots do not develop 
out of thin air.  Certain conditions continue to 
exist in our society which must be 
condemned as vigorously as we condemn 
riots.  And I must say tonight that a riot is the 
language of the unheard.” ~ MLKJr. 

How do you feel about social injustice and 
the response of protest and rioting?  What 
things can you offer to teach others; what 
things do you need to learn from others? 



“Most people do not listen with the intent to 
understand; they listen with the intent to 
reply” ~ S. Covey

Are you a person who listens with the intent 
to understand?  Or are you a person who 
listens with the intent to reply?  How come? 

“While we might want community, it is often 
community on our terms, with easy 
entrances and exits, lots of choice and 
support, and minimal responsibilities.” ~ 
Christine Pohl 

What does community mean to you?  What 
does “community on our terms” mean to 
you?  What would the opposite of it be?  


