
Passion
Knowing what our God-given desires are helps us knowing

how to prioritize our loves

KINGDOM PARTNERSHIP: PASSION

The place God calls you to is the place where your deep gladness and the world's deep hunger meet.
[Frederich Buechner]

Discipline is funneled passion. [Tim Keller] 

Psalm 37:3-6 ESV
Trust in the Lord, and do good;
    dwell in the land and befriend faithfulness.
Delight yourself in the Lord,
    and he will give you the desires of your heart.
Commit your way to the Lord;
    trust in him, and he will act.
He will bring forth your righteousness as the light,
    and your justice as the noonday.

Mark 12:28-31 ESV
One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a good
answer, he asked him, “Of all the commandments, which is the most important?”

“The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’
The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself. ’There is no commandment greater than these.”

What we love matters to God.  It’s not that God doesn’t want us to love anything else but himself, but
He wants us to live non-fractured lives, where our loves are prioritized in a way that both glorifies Him
and flourishes the community and culture around us.  He wants our relationship and connection to
Him to help shape the other loves we have.  How God loves us and how I love God shapes how I love
my friends, my family, my children, my co-workers, my neighbors, strangers, outsiders and even my
enemies.  How God loves us and how I love God shapes how I love my purpose, my profession, my
occupation, my hobbies, and what I spend my time and money on.  It matters to God what we love and
are passionate about, and it’s important to hone in on what God may be inviting us to participate in as
He partners with us in our passions for the renewal of all things.  

A couple of things to keep in mind about passions.  One, just because you’re passionate about
something doesn’t mean that the whole community also believes it’s the most important thing. Passion
works in tandem with how we love God and love one another well — it’s not what we’re passionate
about that causes the world to look at the body of Christ and be compelled by Jesus’ heart for them —
it’s through the ways in which we love one another in community.

MKAO Discipleship Core Essentials: Kingdom Partnership

113

Ma Ke Alo o    2020



 If you could do anything and NOT FAIL, what would you do? 
 Look back over your life ... what are some of the experiences that you found most rewarding?          

Two, passion often comes in the categories of people, roles, and causes.  Distinguishing between these
partitions help to narrow in on what we may be passionate about.  Some people are passionate about
certain people groups: children, kupuna, immigrants, houseless, twenty-somethings. Others are
passionate about the role of teaching or supporting or managing or gathering.  Still others are
passionate about specific causes - the environment, policy, certain social injustices, etc.  Three, passion
can be assessed through asking some questions of ourselves and having those who know us best and
have worked alongside of us to in turn help us answer some of these questions: 

1.
2.

Why? 
   3.  What tasks, activities, things can you spend all day doing and NOT GET DRAINED? 
   4.  What makes you the most upset? What makes you grieve? 
   5.  If someone were to ask you what you were passionate about, what would you say? 

Passion is important in the context of community because it also helps to deepen a truer reflection of
the beauty of God.  He deeply loves each of us and has created us, including our passions, with
purpose.  Passion is important in the context of community on mission together because it helps us to
determine what God may be inviting us into in the work of renewal.  Where is God already at work in?
What passions align us with the work of the Holy Spirit in our neighborhoods and communities?
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