
I honor a person’s name, whether he/she is present or not - I refuse to dishonor their name in any
context, private or public 

I only share a concern or conflict with others if they are part of the conflict or part of the
solution - everything else is gossip, and gossip dishonors a person’s name

I work towards forgiveness in a timely manner, which means that I choose to address the concern
or conflict with God to forgive in my heart and let go of the other person’s offense and/or I move
towards dialogue with that person to work out forgiveness face to face in a timely manner - I don’t
want to make room for resentment and unforgiveness 

THICK COMMUNITY: PEACE PATHWAY

Starting point: 
The way of Jesus, the way of peace: I live in a community of Presence, a THICK community, where
everyone’s name is honored and peace is humbly made through trust instead of suspicion, honesty
instead of hiding, and dialogue instead of division

IN PRINCIPLE … 

Ephesians 5:21 ESV: WE YIELD TO ONE ANOTHER FIRST: Submit (yield to) to one another out of reverence
for Christ.

Hebrews 4:12 ESV: WE TURN TO GOD’S WORD, WRITTEN AND PRAYER, FIRST:  For the word of God is
living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints
and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.

Matthew 18:15-16, 20 ESV: WE HAVE FACE TO FACE DIALOGUE FIRST: If your brother or sister sins
against you, go and tell him/her their fault, between you and him/her alone.  If he listens to you, you have
gained your brother or sister.  But, if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every
charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses … For where two or three are gathered
in my name, there am I among them.  

Philippians 4:7 ESV: WE BELIEVE THE PEACE OF GOD GUARDS OUR HEARTS AND MINDS FIRST:  And
the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

PRACTICALLY SPEAKING … 

THICK Community looks like this: 

Peace Pathway
Practicing commitment to community

MKAO Discipleship Core Essentials: Thick Community
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I am slow to speak, slow to defend myself, and slow to make assumptions of the other person, but
quick to listen, quick to ask questions, and quick to reconcile differences

I know that most differences are not because of right or wrong but because of differences in
preferences and temperaments, so I work towards understanding and honoring my own
preferences and temperaments and those of the other person

I know that a break in trust is often created by a break in reliability and availability, so I work
towards contributing to a reliable and available community — that means that I create a
community of timely responses (to emails or texts, etc) and intentionally thinking of, praying for,
encouraging, and helping others

5: Exceptionally Mature

SELF RELECTION 

A consistent way of life, where if everyone in MKAO imitated this, our
whole community would flourish

A strength in this person's life, where there is little need for
improvement 

Acceptable, reliable, capable in the doing, where there is still need for
minor improvement (there is probably a head knowledge about the

theme, bu a need for inner heart/motivation change)

There's an awareness and acknowledgement of this needed growth,
but is a place of weakness, stagnation, or struggle 

There's a lack of awareness or acknowledgement that spills over
into our whole community that can block flourishing 

Unable to reflect on this due to unobserved theme

4: Commendable

3: Competent

2: Growth Needed

1: Poor

N/A: Not Available

MKAO Discipleship Core Essentials: Thick Community

Using the Self Reflection chart above, what number would you say you were at for each of the
following pieces in Peace Pathway?  Why?  How do you see that evidenced in your life? 

PEACE PATHWAY

This person honors a person's name, whether he/she is present or not -
this person refuses to dishonor other's name in any context, private or
public

1-5

This person only shares a concern or conflict with others if they are part of
the conflict or part of the solution - this person understands that everything
else is gossip, and gossip dishonors a person's name
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PEACE PATHWAY

This person works towards forgiveness in a timely manner, which mens that
he/she chooses to address the concern or conflict with God to forgive in the
heart and let go of the other person's offense and/or this person moves
towards dialogue with that person to work out forgiveness face to face in a
timely manner - this person doesn't want to make room for resentment and
unforgiveness

1-5

This person is slow to speak, slow to defend him/herself, and slow to make
assumptions of the other person, but quick to learn, quick to ask questions,
and quick to reconcile differences

This person knows that most differences are not because of right or wrong,
but because of differences in preferences and temperaments, so he/she
works toward understanding and honoring his/her own preferences and
temperaments as well as those of the other person

This person knows that a break in trust is often created by a break in reliability
and availability, so he/she works towards contributing to a reliable and
available community - thinking of, praying for, encouraging, and helping
others
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