
TRUE HUMANITY: SON OF MAN

How would you answer the question, “Who is Jesus?”  

Most of us would probably answer with adjectives describing his character and titles describing things
He’s done, but what would you say is the best and most meaningful way to answer who He is.  When
Jesus came onto the scene of human history, people have and even throughout our current Christian
context today still describe Him best as “Son of God” or “The Messiah” or “Jesus is the Christ”, but when
we look at all four gospel accounts, we see that Jesus Himself never used those terms.  Instead, the title
He referred to Himself as most was “Son of Man.”  So, who is the Son of Man and why should we care?
 
Let’s look at some examples from the Gospel of Mark of Jesus using the term “Son of Man”: 

Mark 2:10-12 ESV: But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he
said to the paralytic—  “I say to you, rise, pick up your bed, and go home.” And he rose and immediately
picked up his bed and went out before them all, so that they were all amazed and glorified God, saying, “We
never saw anything like this!”
The set up: Jesus forgives the paralytic man who was lowered down through the roof of a house by his
four friends, and the pharisees question, “Who does this man think he is?  Who can forgive sins except 
 for God alone?”  And Jesus’ response to this question is that the Son of Man has authority on earth to
forgive sins.  The Son of Man has God-authority and does a God-thing that only God is supposed to be
able to do.  

Mark 2:27-28 ESV: And he said to them, “The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath. So the
Son of Man is lord even of the Sabbath.”
The set up: Jesus’ disciples are criticized by the pharisees when they started picking grain to eat on the
Sabbath, because they broke the religious law, so again, they question who Jesus is, “Who does this
man think he is?  He lets his followers break one of the biggest laws we have as the people of God!”
And Jesus’ response to this criticism is that the Son of Man is the lord of the biggest rule - He’s not
subjected to a set of laws, but the laws and rules answer to him.

Mark 10:42-45 ESV: And Jesus called them to him and said to them, “You know that those who are
considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them.  But it
shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, and whoever
would be first among you must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve,
and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 
The set up: Jesus’ own disciples start to quarrel about who gets to have positions of power next to
Jesus, and Jesus’ response to them is to redefine power - in fact, He calls them to think about power in
a very different way that separates them from the rest of what the world enacts power.  The Son of
Man defines greatness in how He serves and gives His life over for others.

Son of Man
Jesus shows us who God is and who we are
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Mark 14:60-62 ESV: And the high priest stood up in the midst and asked Jesus, “Have you no answer to
make? What is it that these men testify against you?” But he remained silent and made no answer. Again the
high priest asked him, “Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?” And Jesus said, “I am, and you will see the
Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power, and coming with the clouds of heaven.”
The set up: The high priest, the anointed one (in Jewish culture, only Kings and Priests were anointed
into these positions of authority) is trying Jesus in a court of law, bringing in mismatched false
witnesses, and nothing was working because Jesus remains silent.  Then he asks this question - are you
the Christ - the anointed one?  And Jesus replies by giving a straight reference to the vision that Daniel
during the Israelites’ exile into Babylon - this response, that the Son of Man, riding on clouds and sitting
down in a place of authority with God is the very response that led to His crucifixion.  

So, let’s look at that prophecy about the Son of Man: 

Daniel 7:1-14
Sometimes visions and prophetic words in the Bible seem nebulous and confusing, but because the
Bible is supposed to be read as a complete and connected story, we’re meant to read these kinds of
stories keeping the Big Picture in mind.  So, we’ll break down Daniel’s vision in this way:

Four
Beasts

WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

Mutated beasts coming out of a
warped “Creation” story, trampling

on and killing the people of God

CHARACTER WHAT ARE THEY DOING?

They represent humans in positions of
power and their dominions who kill and

destroy and bring about suffering -
basically a mutated version of humans

doing everything they were NOT meant to
be and do

Ancient 
of Days

God, sits on His chariot throne, and
there’s an empty unseated throne(s)

next to Him; He’s surrounded by
thousands upon thousands of “hosts”

praising Him, and He brings
judgement on the beasts

God is clearly aware of the mutations and
brokenness of humanity and will not stand

for it - He will end the destruction and
death caused by them

Son of Man

Comes up from among the trampled
people of God, riding on clouds, is

exalted by God and takes the empty
throne seat, and is worshiped by every

people and nation

“Son of Man” simply means “a class of
human being” or “Human”.  This figure

represents humanity but behaves in a God-
way - only God is referenced in the Hebrew
Bible as the cloud rider (Exodus: “pillar of

cloud by day”, Psalm 68:4, Isaiah 19:1).  He
does not exalt himself, but is exalted by

God, given all authority, and again receives
what only God is due - this Son of Man
figure is worshipped by all humanity

Why does Jesus use this phrase, “Son of Man” to refer to himself?  
This prophecy probably sets up the scene most clearly for who Jesus is more than any other prophetic
word about the Messiah/Christ: the truth of the matter is this: not only is Jesus trying to show us who
God is, but He’s also trying to show us who We are supposed to be.  He is the exact imprint of God, but
He is also the best representation of what it means to be Human.  Fully God and fully man.  

Take a moment to ask Jesus this: 
What do you want me to know/reveal about God? 
What do you want me to know/reveal about myself?
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