
TRUE HUMANITY: TRINITARIAN COMMUNTIY

Who is God?  Who are we? 

Mark 1:9-11 ESV
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And when he
came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens being torn open and the Spirit descending on him
like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.”

Remember that the Bible is really about how God wants to reveal Himself to us — how God is telling
His story to us, and the narrative of Jesus’ baptism can sometimes take us for a loop because of how
strange and fictitious it sounds.  But if we were to really engage with who God is, that is, the trinitarian
community of God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit — and how God wants to reveal Himself to us, then we
would come to realize how living in this manner of such close proximity and deep love is not as
fictitious and strange as it sounds.  Jesus’ starting point — the manner by which He launches His whole
purpose in His life on earth, how He begins His mission to restore all things to Himself — His starting
point is the reality of the trinitarian community.  

Who is God? God is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
There’s a nuance in the theology of the Trinity that needs to be cleared up.  The importance isn’t just in
defining the distinct but unified “3 persons” of God in the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, but in
understanding how the 3 interact with one another.  The baptism of Jesus is a picture of God showing
us a glimpse of what that interaction is like.  The Son’s starting point is that He hears, He always hears,
the Father’s voice, and the Father doesn’t begin by telling Jesus what He should do, but He tells Him
who He is — and the Father doesn’t tell Him that He’s this thing or that, but He tells Him :

     a) who He is in relationship with the Father 
     b) how the Father feels about Him 

Jesus’ starting point is that the Father tells Him that you’re my Son and I feel immense pleasure
because of you

And when we look at Jesus’ interaction with the Holy Spirit, it isn’t that a physical dove came floating
down from the sky — it’s that Jesus physically feels the Spirit’s presence on Him at all times.  The Spirit’s
interaction with Jesus also does two things: 

     a) He is never alone 
     b) The Presence of God is something that He feels on him (like a dove) at all times 

Trinitarian Community
Community is at the heart of who God is
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We hear the Father’s voice telling us who we are — that we’re His people, His child, His beloved, His
tribe, His (fill in the blank with the most intimate relational word you can think of - that’s you to
God)
We hear the Father’s voice telling us that before we’ve done anything, He feels immense pleasure
because of us — He’s so uniquely fond of us — He enjoys us — He loves us for who we are, not
what we do  
We know that we are never alone because the Holy Spirit is with us 
We experience and feel the power of the Holy Spirit in our daily lives

We remind one another of who we in are relationship with God and how He feels about each of us
— that is the starting point for all of us 
We remind one another that the Holy Spirit is present with us right now and we have access to His
power at all times 

Jesus’ starting point is that the Holy Spirit is with Him and He actually feels and is aware of His Presence
on Him.

Who are we?  Invited into God’s Trinitarian Community.  

John 15:9-11 ESV
As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will
abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. These things I have
spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.

John 14:26 ESV
But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring
to your remembrance all that I have said to you.

John17:20-26 ESV
(Jesus prays not only for His disciples, but He prays for us)

When we look at the language Jesus uses in the above passages, you can hear the language of the
Trinitarian Community over and over again - it’s this circular and intertwined dance of love and being
sent and dwelling in one another, and He explicitly says over and over again that we are invited into
this kind of community.  The beauty of the Trinitarian Community is that it’s not something God wants
to withhold from us - it’s the very way that He wants to interact with us.  And, it’s the way that He wants
us to interact with one another.  And He tells us that, in interacting with one another in the way that
the Trinitarian Community interacts, is the very way that shows the world who Jesus is.  How we love
one another reflects Jesus to the world around us.  

So, as people who are invited into God’s Trinitarian Community:

We experience God in the same way that Jesus interacted with the Father and the Holy Spirit: 

We interact with one another in community in the same way that God interacts in community:
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“Community is the deepest and most foundational reality that exists.” [L. Boff]

Can you imagine a community of people who interacts with one another the way that God interacts in
community because of our relationship with Him?  Out of a deep sense of love and identity and the
daily experience of His Presence with us, we live in the way of Jesus, calling one another into this depth
of love, identity and presence.

How can we start? How can we interact with the Trinitarian Community?

Pray for one another by asking God:
“Father, what do you think about this other person?”
“Jesus, how do you feel about this other person?”
“Holy Spirit, is there anything you want this other person to do?”
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