
FULL GOSPEL: WHY GENEALOGIES MATTER

Oftentimes, when we read geneologies in the Bible, our eyes sort of glaze over and we skim it  entirely
to get to things of more substance, but the thing to remember is that, for Hebrew readers, names are
similar to Native American cultures in that it carries a literal meaning, such as, “Enoch” is the Hebrew
word for “teaching/instructing”.  Therefore, when Hebrew readers are reading geneologies, they’re
actually reading a complete narrative, and right from the get-go, Genesis offers two differing narratives
about God: 

Genesis 4:1-16 ESV
Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, “I have gotten a man with the help of
the Lord.” And again, she bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, and Cain a worker of the
ground. In the course of time Cain brought to the Lord an offering of the fruit of the ground, and Abel also
brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat portions. And the Lord had regard for Abel and his
offering, but for Cain and his offering he had no regard. So Cain was very angry, and his face fell. The Lord
said to Cain, “Why are you angry, and why has your face fallen? If you do well, will you not be accepted? And
if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is contrary to you, but you must rule over it.” 

Cain spoke to Abel his brother. And when they were in the field, Cain rose up against his brother Abel and
killed him. Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is Abel your brother?” He said, “I do not know; am I my
brother's keeper?” And the Lord said, “What have you done? The voice of your brother's blood is crying to me
from the ground. And now you are cursed from the ground, which has opened its mouth to receive your
brother's blood from your hand. When you work the ground, it shall no longer yield to you its strength. You
shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth.” Cain said to the Lord, “My punishment is greater than I can
bear. Behold, you have driven me today away from the ground, and from your face I shall be hidden. I shall
be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will kill me.” Then the Lord said to him, “Not
so! If anyone kills Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold.” And the Lord put a mark on Cain, lest
any who found him should attack him. Then Cain went away from the presence of the Lord and settled in the
land of Nod, east of Eden.

After this, Cain’s genealogy is the first narrative written followed by Seth’s (the brother born to replace
Abel) genealogy:
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Cain’s Narrative
Humankind is brought forth, teaching that we are fugitives, smitten by God, and our death is because
of God; despair flows forth.

Seth’s Narrative
Humankind is appointed, a mortal man of sorrow is born.  The Glory of God shall come down, teaching
that His death shall bring those in Despair comfort and rest.  

In Luke 3:23-28 ESV, Jesus’ own genealogy is written out, and we see that He is the direct descendent
of Seth’s Narrative - and the narrative that wins out is that Jesus is the Glory of God, who shares the
true narrative about God, whose death shall bring all of us in despair, true comfort and true rest.  

The Bible isn’t a book to teach us about morality; the entire story is a big picture about who Jesus is -
that from the very very beginning, God has been chasing after us, and offers us a Truer narrative about
Himself and our identity and purpose in Him.  We are not meant to live lives as fugitives, where despair
flows forth everywhere and God’s hand is against us.  The true story is that, despite the despair, God
has come to bring us comfort and rest. 
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