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 FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS  
New Year’s Day 
January 1, 2023 

 
Service of Holy Communion 

Sunday 10:00 a.m. 
 
PRELUDE            
 
OPENING HYMN (Congregation rising)      LSB Hymn 383 
 A Great and Mighty Wonder (v. 1-3) 
 
INVOCATION and OPENING SENTENCES  
P In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P Blessed are You, O Christ, Son of God. You were before time began and 

came into the world to save us. 
C Blessed are You, Son of Mary. Born as a child, You shared our 

humanity. 
P We were captive to sin, and You came to set us free. 
C Turn us again from our sinful ways, that we may love and serve You 

with our whole heart. 
P O Mystery of the Word made flesh, with all the voices of heaven, we 

celebrate Your coming as our Savior. 
C      Praise and honor and glory to You, O Incarnate Word. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE            (LSB Hymn 383, v. 4-5) 
Since all He comes to ransom, by all be He adored, 
The infant born in Bethl’hem, the Savior and the Lord. 
Proclaim the Savior’s birth: “To God on high be glory and peace to all the earth!” 
 
All idols then shall perish and Satan’s lying cease, 
And Christ shall raise His scepter, decreeing endless peace. 
Proclaim the Savior’s birth: “To God on high be glory and peace to all the earth!” 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray: 
C O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in 

the incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our 
human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made 
Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING            Numbers 6:22-27 
22The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 23Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, Thus 
you shall bless the Israelites: You shall say to them, 24The Lord bless you and 
keep you; 25the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you; 
26the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace. 27So they shall 
put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them. 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE            Galatians 4:4-7 
4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, 
born under the law, 5in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that 
we might receive adoption as children. 6And because you are children, God has 
sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no 
longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God. 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL CANTICLE (Congregation rising)   (LSB Hymn 358, v. 8 & 15) 
Welcome to earth, O noble Guest, through whom the sinful world is blest! 
You came to share my misery that You might share Your joy with me. 
 
Glory to God in highest heav’n, who unto us His Son has giv’n! 
While angels sing with pious mirth a glad new year to all the earth. 
 
GOSPEL              Luke 2:15-21 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 2nd chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken 
place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and 
found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, 
they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard 
it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these 
words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 21After 
eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called 
Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY        God Loves Me Dearly   LSB Hymn 392 
 
SERMON               Rev. Mark Budenholzer 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED (Congregation rising) 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third 
day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sits at 
the right hand of God the Father almighty. From thence He will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
A God of grace, 
C hear our prayer. 
 
COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OFFERING/VOLUNTARY      
 
OFFERING PRAYER (Congregation rising) 
P Eternal Father, You gave Your incarnate Son the holy name of Jesus to be a 

sign of our salvation. 
C Plant in every heart the love of the Savior of the world, Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 
 

† HOLY COMMUNION † 
 
PREFACE  
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh 
You have given us a new revelation of Your glory, that seeing You in the 
person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which are not 
seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 
and saying: 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might:  Heaven and earth 
are full of Your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He who 
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION and SIGN OF PEACE 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples, and 
said: “Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of me.” In the same way also He took the cup after supper, 
and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all 
of you; this cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is shed for you for 
the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
me.” 

 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
♪AGNUS DEI (Sung to the hymn “On Jordan’s Bank”) 
Lord Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
who takes the sin of the world away, 
have mercy on us, grant us peace, 
and fill us with Your love and grace. 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  Away in a Manger    LSB Hymn 365 

O Sing of Christ    LSB Hymn 362 
 
As you come forward, you will receive the bread in your hand; then take the wine 
in the individual cup from the tray. White grape juice is available in the center of 
the tray and gluten-free bread is available in separate packets. After drinking, 
place empty cups in the second tray. 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
A Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen Your salvation, and in this meal 

we have feasted on Your grace. May Your Word take flesh in us, that we 
may be Your holy people and shine forth the glory made known to us in 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and 

be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
C      Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN     Let Us All With Gladsome Voice   LSB Hymn 390 
 
DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace to serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE        
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
 
Participants in the Service: 
 
Lector/Assistant Joan Condon 
 
Altar Care   Ellen Story, Joan Condon 
 
Organist   Philip Auman Godlewski 
 
Usher Team  Anton DeRosa 

Richard Graham 
Mark Runge 
Fred Swain 

 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNION STATEMENT 
Village Lutheran Church welcomes to Holy Communion those baptized Christians 
who: Know Jesus Christ as their Savior (John 20:31); Recognize that the body 
and blood of Christ are truly present in the bread and wine (1 Cor. 11:29); Are 
able to examine themselves and repent of their sins (1 Cor. 11:28); and Look to 
God’s Holy Spirit for help in living the Christian life (Col. 1:10). Persons not 
receiving Communion may come forward to receive a blessing. 
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News and Notes: 
Thank you to all who donated poinsettias. Any remaining plants may be 
taken home after the service today. 
 
Winter Worship Schedule: We will move to our winter schedule of two Sunday 
services next weekend: 

 Sunday, January 8 - Epiphany Observed - Worship at 9:00 a.m. (with 
Sunday School) and 10:45 a.m. 

 The Saturday evening service is suspended during January and February 
and will resume March 4 

 
The Undecorating Party will take place next weekend on Sunday, January 8, 
after the 10:45 service. Pizza will be provided. 
 
Coffee Hour Hosts Needed! – Many thanks to everyone who volunteered over 
the fall and early winter. There is a sign-up sheet in the MPR for January to April. 
Sign up as a family or pair with another family/individual. 
 
Automated Giving - As VLC prepares for the new year, it is important to know 
what support we can depend on from our congregation members. Automating 
your financial commitments means your contributions will be received on a 
steady, uninterrupted basis. To set up a recurring giving schedule, go to 
www.VLC-NY.ORG and click on the Online Giving link. Select a password that will 
enable you to log in at any time and make changes to your giving or view your 
complete online giving history. Alternatively, complete a paper authorization 
"Simply Giving" form and return it to the Development Office. Thank you! 
 
ALPHA Program – This is a fun and heart-warming conversation about faith, life 
and God over 11 weeks. Enjoy a catered dinner with wine followed by a short 
video and group discussion. Sessions will be held on Wednesday evenings 
from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. beginning January 11. Register online at 
tinyurl.com/2023Alpha 
 
Travel to Turkey - Pastor Rob and Sue Hartwell are leading a group to see 
Biblical sites in Turkey on July 10-21, 2023. Space is limited to 35 travelers. 
Register early by January 15, 2023 and receive a free copy of “Turkey - 
Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide to Customs & Culture.” For more information 
contact the church office at 914-337-0207 (1003).  
 
SOUP KITCHEN – Prepare food in aluminum trays (available at the Reception 
desk) and drop off in the parking lot from 12:00-1:00. Please go to our church 
web site in advance to sign up and indicate what food you will prepare. The next 
date is Wednesday, January 18. For more information, contact Katie Bukofzer 
at etakwhit@aol.com. 
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Prayer Conference Call is offered on the last Tuesday of the month at 6:00 
p.m. The next date is January 31. To join in, simply dial (1) 732-434-3982. 
 
Save the Dates:  1st Holy Communion Instruction classes (for 5th grade and 
older) will be held on Wednesdays during Lent from 6:00–7:00 p.m., March 1, 
8, 15 and 22. The special 1st Communion Service will be Sunday, March 26, at 
10:45 a.m. The Totally Green St. Patrick’s Day First Communion Lock-in will be 
Friday, March 17 from 6:00-9:00 p.m. Cost is $50 (registration fee). At least one 
parent or guardian must attend with each child at each Wednesday session.  
 
Worship Assistants: We are putting together a new schedule of volunteers to 
serve as Lector, Communion Assistant, Altar Care, and/or Usher. If you would be 
interested, please contact Kim Rapillo in the church office at 914-337-0207 
x1003 or KRapillo@VLC-NY.org 
 
Wanted: Runners for the New York City Half Marathon - The Chapel School 
has five guaranteed entries into the NYRR Half Marathon in the spring. “Team 
Chapel–Arts” will run to raise awareness and funds for the art and drama 
programs of The Chapel School. Prospective  runners should be willing and able 
to run 13.1 miles on Sunday, March 19, 2023, and commit to and guarantee a 
$1,750 personal fundraising goal. Designation of the Team will be made in early 
January. If you are interested, contact Development Office Project Manager Kim 
Zwisdak at 914-337-3202 (1040) or KZwisdak@TheChapelSchool.org.  
 
MUSIC MINISTRY – Our ensembles are on break and will resume this month as 
follows: 

 Youth Choir rehearse Thursday, Jan. 5, at 7:00 p.m. 
 High School Choir rehearse Sunday, Jan. 8, at 10:45 a.m. 
 FaithWalk rehearse Mondays, Jan. 9 & 16, at 7:00 p.m.; anyone who likes 

to sing praise music is welcome to join us! 
 Chancel Choir rehearse Saturday, Jan. 12, at 7:30 p.m. 
 Village Bells rehearse Wednesday, Jan. 18, at 6:00 p.m. 

For more information, contact Minister of Music Deb Reiss at 914-337-0207, 
x1018 or DReiss@VLC-NY.org 
 
Youth News: Sunday School is off this weekend. Classes will resume on 
Epiphany Sunday, January 8. Voyagers (Grades 3-6) will meet on Thursday, 
Jan. 12, at 6:00 p.m. Lifers (Grades 7-8) meet on Thursday, Jan. 5, at 6:00 
p.m. The Confirmation Retreat is January 6-8. Crusaders (Grades 9-12) meet 
for Donuts & Discussion on Sunday, Jan. 8. 
 
Wednesday Bible Study 11:00 a.m. – We have completed the study of James 
and will be on break until mid-January. When we resume on January 18, we will 
begin looking at the Book of Romans. 
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Prayer Line:  We pray for the sick and those experiencing any kind of difficulty:  
Elizabeth Acosta, Gerry Adams, Bernard Ansorge, Susan Barrowclough, Laura 
Bunn, Bob Burriesci, Tatyana Campbell, Melinda Canary, Steven Carabuena, Bart 
Castillo, Frank Clark Sr., Solly Clark, Ron DeGeorge, Maria DiMarzo, Joseph 
DiSalvo, Gail Eckstein, Don Febbraio, Deacon Faith Forliano, Annabella Hansen, 
Mackenzie Hayes, Kurt Hucke, Nancy Hylton, Sue Kobylack, Deacon Joe 
Lamoureux, Brian Langhans, Merline Leon, Noel Leon, Janet Lunog, Frank Lyman, 
Maria Magilton, Robert Magilton, Morris Mayer, Helyne Merwin, Liz Mouzakitis, 
Andy Munn, Maeve Nolan, Elizabeth Pedrosa, Rico Pedrosa, Laura Pencola, Louise 
Podszus, Gus Politis, Jason Psomas, Sylvia Puig, Karaugh-Nea Rodriguez, Astrid 
Rosendahl, Willi Rosendahl, Donald Ross, Marvin Sayer, Bob Schutt, Tashoff 
Family, Jane Triolo, Walter Wade 
 
Bereavement Prayer Line: We pray for those who are grieving the loss of a 
loved one. 

 Betsy Bradley, mother of Erika Schultz, who passed away on December 
18, 2022 

 Linda Cully, cousin of the Perotto Family, who passed away on December 
17, 2022 

 Vicki Davis, friend of Rowena del Castillo, who passed away on December 
17, 2022 

 Rev. Dr. Paul Boecler, former professor at Concordia-New York, who 
passed away on December 15, 2022 

 Arlana Pathammavong, friend of Kate Marino, who passed away on 
December 14, 2022 
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