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 SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY  
January 15, 2023 

 
Service of Holy Communion 9:00 & 10:45 a.m. 

 
 
PRELUDE       Divinum mysterium          Wilbur Held 
 
OPENING HYMN (Congregation rising)      LSB Hymn 384 
 Of the Father’s Love Begotten 
 
INVOCATION and CONFESSION  
P In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C      Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways, to the glory of Your holy name. 
Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for us, and for His sake 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE (Sung to “Crown Him With Many Crowns”) 
Worthy is Christ our Lord, the Lamb for sinners slain, 
whose blood has set His people free, who over all things reigns. 
To Him be glory now, to Him be pow’r and might, 
to Him be wisdom, honor, strength; the Victor in the fight. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray: 
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C Almighty and everlasting God, You govern all things in heaven and 
on earth. Mercifully hear the prayers of Your people and grant us 
Your peace through all our days; through Jesus Christ, Your Son our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON           Isaiah 49:1-7 
1Listen to me, O coastlands, pay attention, you peoples from far away! The Lord 
called me before I was born, while I was in my mother’s womb he named me. 
2He made my mouth like a sharp sword, in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he 
made me a polished arrow, in his quiver he hid me away. 3And he said to me, 
“You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” 4But I said, “I have 
labored in vain, I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; yet surely my 
cause is with the Lord, and my reward with my God.” 5And now the Lord says, 
who formed me in the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to him, and 
that Israel might be gathered to him, for I am honored in the sight of the Lord, 
and my God has become my strength – 6he says, “It is too light a thing that you 
should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the survivors 
of Israel; I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to 
the end of the earth.” 7Thus says the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy 
One, to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations, the slave of rulers, “Kings 
shall see and stand up, princes, and they shall prostrate themselves, because of 
the Lord, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 
L         This is the Word of the Lord.  
C         Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE             1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
1Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother 
Sosthenes, 2To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in 
Christ Jesus, called to be saints, together with all those who in every place call on 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours:  3Grace to you and 
peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4I give thanks to my God 
always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ 
Jesus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge 
of every kind 6just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you 
7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may 
be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful; by him you 
were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
L         This is the Word of the Lord.  
C         Thanks be to God. 
 
♪ALLELUIA VERSE (Congregation rising)     (LSB Page 156) 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 
 
 
 



3 

 

GOSPEL              John 1:29-42 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 1st chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
29The next day John [the Baptizer] saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, 
“Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 30This is he of 
whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was 
before me.’ 31I myself did not know him; but I came baptizing with water for this 
reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 32And John testified, “I saw the 
Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33I myself did 
not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on 
whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the 
Holy Spirit.’ 34And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of 
God.” 35The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, 36and as 
he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” 37The 
two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38When Jesus turned 
and saw them following, he said to them, “What are you looking for?” They said 
to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are you staying?” 39He 
said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where he was staying, and 
they remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. 
40One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon 
Peter’s brother. 41He first found his brother Simon and said to him, “We have 
found the Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). 42He brought Simon to Jesus, 
who looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be called 
Cephas” (which is translated Peter). 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
(9:00) CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY         LSB Hymn 395 
 O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright (v. 1-4) 
 
SERMON              Parochial Deacon Jacob Stewart 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED (Congregation rising) 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third 
day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sits at 
the right hand of God the Father almighty. From thence He will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
A Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OFFERING/VOLUNTARY  Bright and Morning Star      Jacob Weber 
 
OFFERING HYMN (Congregation rising)     (LSB Hymn 955) 
Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with the 
bread of life. Gather the hopes and the dreams of all; unite them with the 
prayers we offer now. Grace our table with Your presence, and give us a 
foretaste of the feast to come. 
 

† HOLY COMMUNION † 
 
PREFACE  
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; for at His baptism Your voice from heaven 
revealed Him as Your beloved Son and the Holy Spirit descended on Him, 
confirming Him to be the Christ. Therefore with angels and archangels and 
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying: 

 
♪SANCTUS           (LSB Page 161) 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might:  Heaven and earth are full of Your 
glory. Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He who comes in 
the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION and SIGN OF PEACE 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples, and 
said: “Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of me.” In the same way also He took the cup after supper, 
and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all 
of you; this cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is shed for you for 
the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
me.” 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
♪AGNUS DEI          (LSB Page 163) 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  The Lamb     LSB Hymn 547 

O Jesus, King Most Wonderful LSB Hymn 554 
 
As you come forward, you will receive the bread in your hand; then take the wine 
in the individual cup from the tray. White grape juice is available in the center of 
the tray and gluten-free bread is available in separate packets. After drinking, 
place empty cups in the second tray. 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
A O God the Father, fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-

kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 
His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we 
ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and 
minds by Your Holy Spirit, that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and 

be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
C      Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN     Lift Every Voice and Sing (v. 1 & 3)  LSB Hymn 964 
 
DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace to serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE        Wie schön leuchtet       Dietrich Buxtehude 
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COMMUNION STATEMENT 
Village Lutheran Church welcomes to Holy Communion those baptized Christians 
who: Know Jesus Christ as their Savior (John 20:31); Recognize that the body 
and blood of Christ are truly present in the bread and wine (1 Cor. 11:29); Are 
able to examine themselves and repent of their sins (1 Cor. 11:28); and Look to 
God’s Holy Spirit for help in living the Christian life (Col. 1:10). Persons not 
receiving Communion may come forward to receive a blessing. 
 
Participants in the Service: 
    9:00     10:45 
Lector   Beverley Lorie   John Ansorge 
 
Assisting Minister Kristin Pimentel   Kristin Pimentel 
Altar Care 
 
Usher Team  Bill Vogt    Georgine Read 

Lilann Skeckowski  Ilse Koerper 
    Warren Wong 
 
Sexton   Layla Livingston 
 
Refreshments  Wong Family 
 
 
News and Notes: 
HOLY BAPTISM – We rejoice with the newly baptized and welcome them into 
the family of faith. Aidan LaCerda, son of Dana Akerfelds and Michael LaCerda, 
and Annabelle “Annie” Sanders, daughter of Aleksa and Geoffrey Sanders, were 
baptized at a special service on January 14, 2023. 
 
New Members – We welcome the following new members to our congregation: 
Lysanne Szabo and Veronika Szabo. 
 
Voters’ Meeting: Join us for the Annual Voters’ Meeting on Sunday, January 
22 at 12 noon. On the agenda is the election of the 2025 Class of Trustees. 
Pizza lunch will be provided. 
 
Worship Assistants: We are putting together a schedule of volunteers for 
February through June. If you are able to participate, please fill out the Worship 
Assistant Scheduling Worksheet (located by the Jesus Fountain) and place it in 
the offering plate, hand it to an usher, or contact Kim Rapillo in the church office 
at 914-337-0207 x1003 or KRapillo@VLC-NY.org by Sunday, January 22. 
 
SOUP KITCHEN – Prepare food in aluminum trays (available at the Reception 
desk) and drop off in the parking lot from 12:00-1:00. Please go to our church 
web site in advance to sign up and indicate what food you will prepare. The next 
date is Wednesday, January 18. Contact Katie Bukofzer at etakwhit@aol.com. 
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Travel to Turkey - Pastor Rob and Sue Hartwell are leading a group to see 
Biblical sites in Turkey on July 10-21, 2023. Space is limited to 35 travelers. 
Register early by January 15, 2023 and receive a free copy of “Turkey - 
Culture Smart! The Essential Guide to Customs & Culture.” For more information 
contact the church office at 914-337-0207 (1003).  
 
Prayer Shawls Available: Thanks to Deacon Janet George and our sisters & 
brothers in Christ at Heart and Soul Prayer Ministry at Our Savior’s Lutheran 
Church, Fishkill, VLC has been gifted dozens of beautiful prayer shawls. If you 
have a family member or loved one that you would like to receive a prayer shawl, 
contact the church office with their name, address, and prayer request. We will 
prepare a prayer shawl gift bag that you can pick up and take, or we can mail it 
to them. Send an email to KRapillo@VLC-NY.ORG or call 914-337-0207 x1003. 
 
ALPHA Program – Even if you missed the beginning, you are welcome to 
participate now. Sessions are held on Wednesday evenings from 7:00 – 9:00 
p.m. If interested, please speak to Deacon Janet George or register online at 
tinyurl.com/2023Alpha 
 
Prayer Conference Call is offered on the last Tuesday of the month at 6:00 
p.m. The next date is January 31. To join in, simply dial (1) 732-434-3982. 
 
Coffee Hour Hosts Needed! – Many thanks to those who have signed up 
already. We still have open dates for the next few months on the sign-up sheet in 
the MPR. Please choose a date for yourself or pair with another family/individual. 
 
Save the Dates:  1st Holy Communion Instruction classes (for 5th grade and 
older) will be held on Wednesdays during Lent from 6:00–7:00 p.m., March 1, 
8, 15 and 22. The special 1st Communion Service will be Sunday, March 26, at 
10:45 a.m. The Totally Green St. Patrick’s Day First Communion Lock-in will be 
Friday, March 17 from 6:00-9:00 p.m. Cost is $50 (registration fee). At least one 
parent or guardian must attend with each child at each Wednesday session.  
 
Wanted: Runners for the New York City Half Marathon - The Chapel School 
has five guaranteed entries into the NYRR Half Marathon in the spring. “Team 
Chapel–Arts” will run to raise awareness and funds for the art and drama 
programs of The Chapel School. Prospective  runners should be willing and able 
to run 13.1 miles on Sunday, March 19, 2023, and commit to and guarantee a 
$1,750 personal fundraising goal. Now is the time to get started! If you are 
interested, contact Development Office Project Manager Kim Zwisdak at 914-337-
3202 (1040) or KZwisdak@TheChapelSchool.org.  
 
Help Wanted at Reception Desk: We have an immediate opening for a PM 
Receptionist. 5 days a week, year-round position. $16 per hour. Go to 
https://www.vlc-ny.org/employment-opportunities to learn more and to apply. 
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MUSIC MINISTRY – Rehearsals this week are as follows: 
 High School Choir rehearse Sunday, Jan. 22, at 10:45 a.m. 
 FaithWalk rehearse Monday, Jan. 16, at 7:00 p.m.; lead worship Sunday, 

Jan. 22, at 10:45 a.m. 
 Village Bells rehearse Wednesday, Jan. 18, at 6:00 p.m. 
 Youth Choir rehearse Thursday, Jan. 19, at 7:00 p.m.; Sunday, Jan. 22, 

at 8:30 a.m. 
 Chancel Choir rehearse Thursday, Jan. 19, at 7:30 p.m.; Sunday, Jan. 22, 

at 8:40 a.m. 
For more information, contact Minister of Music Deb Reiss at 914-337-0207, 
x1018 or DReiss@VLC-NY.org 
 
Youth News: Voyagers (Grades 3-6) meet on Thursday, Jan. 19, at 6:00 p.m. 
Lifers (Grades 7-8) meet on Thursday, Jan. 19, at 6:00 p.m. Crusaders (Grades 
9-12) meet for Donuts & Discussion on Sunday, Jan. 22. 
 
Wednesday Bible Study 11:00 a.m. – We resume on January 18, as we begin 
looking at the Book of Romans. 
 
Prayer Line:  We pray for the sick and those experiencing any kind of difficulty:  
John & Glenn Accocella, Elizabeth Acosta, Bernard Ansorge, Ron Arancio, Tirana 
Arugedas, Alek Arguedas, Krystle Arguedas, Joan Ashworth, Andy Boron, Laura 
Bunn, Bob Burriesci, Glen Carabuena, Steven Carabuena, Frank Clark Sr., Solly 
Clark, Ron DeGeorge, Terri DiPaolo, Joseph DiSalvo, Gail Eckstein, Robert 
Eckstein, Deacon Faith Forliano, Faith Gonzalez, Nancy Green, Annabella Hansen, 
LaDelle Hayes, Doris Heinrich, Robert Heinrich, Sue Kobylack, Deacon Joe 
Lamoureux, Brian Langhans, Merline Leon, Noel Leon, Frank Lyman, Maria 
Magilton, Robert Magilton, Lucille McGeough, Helyne Merwin, Andy Munn, Maeve 
Nolan, Dennis O’Keeffe, Vincent Palladino, Laura Pencola, Louise Podszus, Jason 
Psomas, Sylvia Puig, Astrid Rosendahl, Willi Rosendahl, Donald Ross 
 
Bereavement Prayer Line: We pray for those who are grieving the loss of a 
loved one. 
 Michelle Abadir, friend of Pablo & Celeste Olay, who passed away on 

January 7, 2023 
 
 
Are you new to our community or have information to share? Fill out the Connect 
Card in the pew rack or use our new Digital Connect QR code below. Scan to be 
taken to the link! 
 
 
Village Lutheran Church and The Chapel School 
172 White Plains Road, Bronxville, NY 10708 
914-337-0207 + www.VLC-NY.ORG  
Digital Connect – Scan QR Code 


