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 THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
December 11, 2022 

 
Evening Service of Holy Communion 5:30 p.m. 

 
PRELUDE         Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers   Paul Manz 
 
INVOCATION and CONFESSION (Congregation rising) 
P In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P Let us with confidence draw near to God, that we may receive mercy and 

find grace in time of need. 
C      Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your loving-kindness. Wash 

away our iniquity and cleanse us from our sin. Create in us clean 
hearts, and renew a right spirit within us. Restore to us the joy of 
Your salvation, and sustain us with Your Holy Spirit. Amen. 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 
His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ 
He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. Thanks be to God. 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
P O Dayspring, splendor of light everlasting: 
C Come and enlighten those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of 

death. 
 (Two blue candles and the pink candle are lit) 
 
OPENING HYMN       My Soul Now Magnifies the Lord      Tune: VOM HIMMEL HOCH 
My soul now magnifies the Lord; my spirit leaps for joy in Him. 
He keeps me in His kind regard, and I am blest for time to come. 

For He alone who shows such might has done amazing things to me. 
His mercy flows; His name like light remains in time perpetually. 

He feeds the hungry as His own; the wealthy leave with empty hands. 
He gives His help to Israel; His gracious promise always stands. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray: 
C Lord Jesus Christ, hear the fervent prayers of Your people and 

lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for 
You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING         Isaiah 35:1-10 
1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and 
blossom; like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and 
singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and 
Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God. 3Strengthen 
the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. 4Say to those who are of a 
fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with 
vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.” 5Then the 
eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 6then the 
lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For 
waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; 7the 
burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the 
haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and 
rushes. 8A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the 
unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not 
even fools, shall go astray. 9No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast 
come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 
10And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with singing; 
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and 
sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE               James 5:7-10 
7Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for 
the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early 
and the late rains. 8You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the 
coming of the Lord is near. 9Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so 
that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! 10As an 
example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the 
name of the Lord. 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL (Congregation rising)            Matthew 11:2-11 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 11th chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his 
disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for 
another?” 4Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the 
blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, 
the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 6And blessed 
is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 7As they went away, Jesus began to 
speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look 
at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? Someone 
dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 
9What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a 
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prophet. 10This is the one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my 
messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ 11Truly I tell 
you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the 
Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY     Arise, O Christian People   LSB Hymn 354 
 
MEDITATION                Kevin Cook 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED (Congregation rising) 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third 
day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sits at 
the right hand of God the Father almighty. From thence He will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
P Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
 
COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OFFERING/MUSICAL OFFERING   
 

† HOLY COMMUNION † 
 
PREFACE (Congregation rising) 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on us 

and given Your only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have eternal life. With thankful hearts we pray, “Come, Lord 
Jesus,” confident that in His body and blood, given for us to eat and drink, 
we receive the forgiveness of sins and so proclaim His death until He comes 
again in glory. Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
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C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION and SIGN OF PEACE 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples, and 
said: “Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of me.” In the same way also He took the cup after supper, 
and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all 
of you; this cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is shed for you for 
the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
me.” 

P Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
C Lord, have mercy upon us and grant us Your peace. 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
As you come forward, you will receive the bread in your hand; then take the wine 
in the individual cup from the tray. White grape juice is available in the center of 
the tray and gluten-free bread is available in separate packets. After drinking, 
place empty cups in the second tray. 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (Congregation rising) 
P God for whom we wait, in this meal You have given us a foretaste of that 

day when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make 
known Your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of Your name; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless us and keep us. The Lord make His face shine on us and be 

gracious to us. The Lord look upon us with favor and give us peace. 
C      Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN      Hark the Glad Sound    LSB Hymn 349 
 
DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace to serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE                    Chesterton       Edward Broughton 
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VLC Sunday School Christmas Pageant 
“Christmas in Your Heart” 

9:00 a.m. 
 

PRELUDE    O Come, Little Children       Jeffrey Blersch 
 
INVOCATION and OPENING VERSICLES (Congregation rising) 
P In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given; 
C and the government shall be upon His shoulder, 
P and His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 
C Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace." (Isaiah 9:6) 

P And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 
C and we have seen His glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full 

of grace and truth. (John 1:14) 
P Glory to God in the highest, 
C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men! (Luke 2:14) 
 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN             O Come, Little Children 
O come, little children, O come, one and all, 
to Bethlehem haste, to the manger so small. 
God’s Son for a gift has been sent you this night 
to be your Redeemer, your joy and delight. 
 
He’s born in a stable for you and for me; 
draw near by the bright gleaming starlight to see, 
in swaddling clothes lying so meek and so mild, 
the message of angels, the heavenly Child. 
 
See Mary and Joseph, with joy in their eyes, 
are tenderly watching the bed where He lies. 
The shepherds are kneeling with hearts full of love, 
while angels sing loud hallelujahs above. 
 
Kneel down and adore Him with shepherds today; 
lift up hearts and hands now and praise Him as they. 
Rejoice that a Savior from sin has been giv’n, 
and join with the song of the angels in heav’n. 
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OPENING PRAYER 
L Let us pray. Heavenly Father, we gather together to celebrate the birth of Your 

Son, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Open our hearts as we prepare to 
welcome the newborn King. Fill us with Your hope, peace, joy and love as Your 
praises are lifted this morning. In Your Most Holy Name we pray. 

C Amen. 

(Everyone is seated) 
 
CHERUB CHOIR ANTHEMS   Away in a Manger – Angel Band – Are you Sleeping? 
 

PAGEANT PART 1: Christmas Eve 
Dialog 
 
HYMN              Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies, 
with th’ angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 
Dialog 
 

PAGEANT PART 2: Spring 
Dialog/Candle Lighting 
 
HYMN                 Light One Candle 
Light one candle for hope, one bright candle for hope, 
He brings hope to ev’ry heart, He comes! He comes! 
 
Light one candle for peace, one bright candle for peace, 
He brings peace to ev’ry heart, He comes! He comes! 
 
Light one candle for joy, one bright candle for joy, 
Ev’ry nation will find salvation in Bethl’em’s baby boy. 
 
Light one candle for love, one bright candle for love, 
He brings love to ev’ry heart, He comes! He comes! 
He brings love to ev’ry heart, He comes! He comes! 
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PAGEANT PART 3: Summer 
Dialog/Candle Lighting 
 
HYMN         O Little Town of Bethlehem 
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light. 
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 
 
For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wond’ring love. 
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth, 
and praises sing to God the King and peace to all the earth! 
 

PAGEANT PART 4: Autumn 
Dialog/Candle Lighting 
 
HYMN                  Joy to the World 
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room and heav’n and nature sing… 
 
No more let sins and sorrows grow nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings flow far as the curse is found… 
 

PAGEANT PART 5: Winter 
Dialog 
 
 

PAGEANT PART 6: The Living Nativity 
 
As the Christmas Gospel is read, the story is enacted by the children 
 
HYMN                 Silent Night 
Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright 
round yon virgin mother and child. Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light, 
radiant beams from Thy holy face with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 
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PAGEANT PART 7: A Return to Christmas Eve 
Dialog 
 
YOUTH CHOIR ANTHEM      Christmas Isn’t Christmas (Till It Happens in Your Heart) 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OFFERING/VOLUNTARY   Silent Night         Greg Howlett 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Congregation rising) 
P Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P And now, as our Lord has taught us, we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
C      Amen. 
 
RECESSIONAL HYMN 
Refrain: Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and ev’rywhere; 
  Go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 
 
While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night, 
behold, throughout the heavens there shone a holy light.  Refrain 
 
The shepherds feared and trembled when lo, above the earth 
rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior’s birth.  Refrain 
 
Down in a lonely manger the humble Christ was born; 
and God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn.  Refrain 
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DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace to serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE     Go Tell It!            John Eggert 
 
 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
 
Many thanks to our pageant director, Mrs. Kate Marino, who also created the 
script, and to all of our Sunday School students, teachers, and assistants: 
 
 
 
Pageant/Cherub Choir Director  Kate Marino 
 
Accompanist     Marcia Kollmann 
 
Sunday School Coordinator  Sarah Gleason 
 
Youth Choir Director    George Heath 
 
Facilities Manager    Marcello Osso 
 
 
 
Please help us break down the set – After the pageant, we would appreciate 
assistance in removing the pageant props and setting up the sanctuary for the 
next service. Thank you! 
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Service of Holy Communion 10:45 a.m. 
 
PRELUDE         Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers   Paul Manz 
 
OPENING HYMN (Congregation rising)      LSB Hymn 350 
 Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come 
 
INVOCATION and CONFESSION 
P In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P Let us with confidence draw near to God, that we may receive mercy and 

find grace in time of need. 
C      Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your loving-kindness. Wash 

away our iniquity and cleanse us from our sin. Create in us clean 
hearts, and renew a right spirit within us. Restore to us the joy of 
Your salvation, and sustain us with Your Holy Spirit. Amen. 

P God is merciful and gracious, granting forgiveness through Jesus Christ to 
all who confess their sin. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sin, in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
P O Dayspring, splendor of light everlasting: 
C Come and enlighten those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of 

death. 
 (Two blue candles and the pink candle are lit) 
 
ADVENT CANTICLE    My Soul Now Magnifies the Lord     Tune: VOM HIMMEL HOCH 
My soul now magnifies the Lord; my spirit leaps for joy in Him. 
He keeps me in His kind regard, and I am blest for time to come. 
 
For He alone who shows such might has done amazing things to me. 
His mercy flows; His name like light remains in time perpetually. 
 
He feeds the hungry as His own; the wealthy leave with empty hands. 
He gives His help to Israel; His gracious promise always stands. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray: 
C Lord Jesus Christ, hear the fervent prayers of Your people and 

lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for 
You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING         Isaiah 35:1-10 
1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and 
blossom; like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and 
singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and 
Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God. 3Strengthen 
the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. 4Say to those who are of a 
fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with 
vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.” 5Then the 
eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 6then the 
lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For 
waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; 7the 
burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the 
haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and 
rushes. 8A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the 
unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not 
even fools, shall go astray. 9No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast 
come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 
10And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with singing; 
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and 
sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE               James 5:7-10 
7Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for 
the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early 
and the late rains. 8You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the 
coming of the Lord is near. 9Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so 
that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! 10As an 
example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the 
name of the Lord. 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORY (Congregation rising) 
P Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God shines forth. 
C Our God shall come; He does not keep silence. 
P Prepare the way of the Lord. 
C Make His paths straight. 
P Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the skies rain down righteousness. 
C Let the earth open, that salvation may sprout from our midst. 
 
GOSPEL                Matthew 11:2-11 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 11th chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
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2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his 
disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for 
another?” 4Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the 
blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, 
the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 6And blessed 
is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 7As they went away, Jesus began to 
speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look 
at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? Someone 
dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 
9What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a 
prophet. 10This is the one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my 
messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ 11Truly I tell 
you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the 
Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY     Arise, O Christian People   LSB Hymn 354 
 
MEDITATION                Kevin Cook 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED (Congregation rising) 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third 
day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sits at 
the right hand of God the Father almighty. From thence He will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
A Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
 
COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OFFERING/VOLUNTARY    Veni Emmanuel         Lynn Trapp 
 
OFFERING PRAYER (Congregation rising) 
P Mighty God, You have done great things for us, and holy is Your name. 
C Bless the gifts we offer You, ourselves, our time, and our 

possessions, that Your grace and favor may be made known to all 
the world; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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† HOLY COMMUNION † 
PREFACE  
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, for 
You comforted Your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through 
whom You will also make all things new in the day when He comes to judge 
the world in righteousness. Therefore with angels and archangels and with 
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying: 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might:  Heaven and earth 
are full of Your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He who 
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION and SIGN OF PEACE 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples, and 
said: “Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of me.” In the same way also He took the cup after supper, 
and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all 
of you; this cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is shed for you for 
the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
me.” 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
♪AGNUS DEI (Sung to the hymn “On Jordan’s Bank”) 
Lord Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
who takes the sin of the world away, 
have mercy on us, grant us peace, 
and fill us with Your love and grace. 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN O Come, O Come, Emmanuel   LSB Hymn 357 
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As you come forward, you will receive the bread in your hand; then take the wine 
in the individual cup from the tray. White grape juice is available in the center of 
the tray and gluten-free bread is available in separate packets. After drinking, 
place empty cups in the second tray. 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (Congregation rising) 
A God for whom we wait, in this meal You have given us a foretaste of that 

day when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make 
known Your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of Your name; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and 

be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
C      Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN      Hark the Glad Sound    LSB Hymn 349 
 
DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace to serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE      
 

COMMUNION STATEMENT 
Village Lutheran Church welcomes to Holy Communion those baptized Christians 
who: Know Jesus Christ as their Savior (John 20:31); Recognize that the body 
and blood of Christ are truly present in the bread and wine (1 Cor. 11:29); Are 
able to examine themselves and repent of their sins (1 Cor. 11:28); and Look to 
God’s Holy Spirit for help in living the Christian life (Col. 1:10). Persons not 
receiving Communion may come forward to receive a blessing. 
 
Participants in the Services: 
   5:30    10:45 
Lector/Asst. Kevin Cook   Ralph Schoene 
 
Altar Care  Jacob Stewart  Pastor Hartwell 
 
Usher Team Volunteer   Skip Hansen 
       Kathy Coffey 
 
Sexton  Henry Podoll 
 
Refreshments Story Family 
 



15 

 

News and Notes: 
The Lunch Bunch Christmas Luncheon will be held at VLC on Tuesday, 
December 13, at 11:30 a.m. Enjoy warm food and fellowship in the Friendship 
Room, followed by Christmas favorites sung by the children of The Chapel School 
in the sanctuary. Please RSVP “Lunch Bunch” on the back of the Attendance card 
or contact the church office at 914-337-0207 x1003 or KRapillo@VLC-NY.org. 
 
Round-the-Table Carol Sing – Our annual musical service led by the choirs of 
VLC will be held on Sunday, December 18, at 10:45. Please join us for worship 
as we celebrate “God With Us.” 
 
GERMAN CHRISTMAS – Our in-person celebration of Christmas in the German 
language will be Sunday, December 18, at 3:00 p.m. Rev. David Elseroad is 
the guest preacher. 
 
SOUP KITCHEN – Prepare food in aluminum trays (available at the Reception 
desk) and drop off in the parking lot from 12:00-1:00. Please go to our church 
web site in advance to sign up and indicate what food you will prepare. The next 
date is Wednesday, December 21. For more information, contact Katie 
Bukofzer at etakwhit@aol.com. 
 
Service of Nine Lessons & Carols – Led by the choirs of The Chapel School, 
this year’s service will complete our pre-Christmas celebrations on Wednesday, 
December 21, at 7:00 p.m. All church, school, and community members are 
cordially invited. 
 
Christmas Worship: 

 Christmas Eve 5:00 p.m. - An early, family-friendly service with our 
children’s choirs 

 Christmas Eve 8:00 p.m. - Carols and candles with adult choirs 
 Christmas Day 10:00 a.m. - One Sunday festival Communion service 

 
Travel to Turkey - Pastor Rob and Sue Hartwell are leading a group to see 
Biblical sites in Turkey on July 10-21, 2023. Space is limited to 35 travelers. 
Register early by January 1, 2023 and receive a free copy of “Turkey - 
Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide to Customs & Culture.” For more information 
contact the church office at 914-337-0207 (1003).  
 
ALPHA Program – This is a fun and heart-warming conversation about faith, life 
and God over 11 weeks. Enjoy a catered dinner with wine followed by a short 
video and group discussion. Sessions will be held on Wednesday evenings 
from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. beginning January 11. Register online at 
tinyurl.com/2023Alpha 
 
Prayer Service – Due to an unanticipated technical failure at the teleconference 
host site, the November 29 service could not be accessed. There is no service 
scheduled for December, but we plan to resume on Tuesday, January 31. 
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Save the Dates:  1st Holy Communion Instruction classes (for 5th grade and 
older) will be held on Wednesdays during Lent from 6:00–7:00 p.m., March 1, 
8, 15 and 22. The special 1st Communion Service will be Sunday, March 26, at 
10:45 a.m. The Totally Green St. Patrick’s Day First Communion Lock-in will be 
Friday, March 17 from 6:00-9:00 p.m. Cost is $50 (registration fee). At least one 
parent or guardian must attend with each child at each Wednesday session.  
 
Coffee Hour Hosts Needed! – Many thanks to everyone who volunteered over 
the fall and early winter. There is a sign-up sheet in the MPR for January to April. 
Sign up as a family or pair with another family/individual. 
 
MUSIC MINISTRY – Schedule for this week: 

 High School Choir rehearse Sunday, Dec. 11, at 10:15 a.m.; Sunday, 
Dec. 18, at 10:15 a.m. 

 Village Bells rehearse Wednesday, Dec. 14, at 6:00 p.m.; Sunday, Dec. 
18, at 10:15 a.m. 

 Youth Choir rehearse Thursday, Dec. 15, at 7:00 p.m.; Sunday, Dec. 18, 
at 10:00 a.m. 

 Chancel Choir rehearse Thursday, Dec. 15, at 7:30 p.m.; Sunday, Dec. 
18, at 9:30 a.m. 

 
Youth News: All youth will come together for Christmas Caroling at The 
Wartburg on Thursday, Dec. 15. Meet at 6:00 p.m., return at 7:30. 
 
Wednesday Bible Study 11:00 a.m. – On December 7, we will continue with 
the final chapter 5 of James. 
 
Prayer Line:  We pray for the sick and those experiencing any kind of difficulty:  
Elizabeth Acosta, Gerry Adams, Bernard Ansorge, Susan Barrowclough, Laura 
Bunn, Flora Caivano, Tatyana Campbell, Melinda Canary, Bart Castillo, Frank 
Clark Sr., Ron DeGeorge, Maria DiMarzo, Gail Eckstein, Don Febbraio, Deacon 
Faith Forliano, Annabella Hansen, Mackenzie Hayes, Kurt Hucke, Nancy Hylton, 
Sue Kobylack, Deacon Joe Lamoureux, Merline Leon, Noel Leon, Janet Lunog, 
Frank Lyman, Morris Mayer, Helyne Merwin, Liz Mouzakitis, Andy Munn, Elizabeth 
Pedrosa, Rico Pedrosa, Louise Podszus, Gus Politis, Jason Psomas, Sylvia Puig, 
Karaugh-Nea Rodriguez, Astrid Rosendahl, Willi Rosendahl, Donald Ross, Marvin 
Sayer, Bob Schutt, Tashoff Family, Jane Triolo, Walter Wade 
 
Bereavement Prayer Line: We pray for those who are grieving the loss of a 
loved one. 

 Roy Fox, uncle of a parishioner, who passed away on December 2, 2022 
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