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 2ND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  
Baccalaureate Sunday 

June 7, 2026 
 

Service of Hymnic Holy Communion 9:00 a.m. 
 
PRELUDE           Italian Hymn          Sadowski/Kosche 
 
OPENING HYMN (Congregation rising)      LSB Hymn 905 
 Come, Thou Almighty King 
 
INVOCATION and CONFESSION  
P In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of Your people, turning 

us from our sin to live for You alone. 
C Give us the power of Your Holy Spirit, that attentive to Your Word, 

we may confess our sins, receive Your forgiveness, and grow into 
the fullness of Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

P Gracious God, have mercy on us. 
C      In Your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, 

things done and left undone. Uphold us by Your Spirit so that we 
may live and serve You in newness of life, to the honor and glory of 
Your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for us, and for His sake 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
♪KYRIE (Sung to “Amazing Grace”) 
Have mercy on Your people, Lord. Have mercy, Christ our King. 
Renew us by Your mercy, Lord; accept the prayers we bring. 
 
♪GLORIA (Sung to “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”) 
“Glory be to God on high!” This is now our joyful cry. 
Peace to all who live on earth, grace and favor for new birth. 
You we praise and glorify, worship You, O Lord most high. 
Gracious Father, heav’nly King, to Your name alone we sing: 
Praise the glory of Your name, now and evermore the same! 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray: 
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C Almighty and most merciful God, You sent Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
to seek and to save the lost. Graciously open our ears and our 
hearts to hear His call and to follow Him by faith, that we may feast 
with Him forever in His kingdom; through the same Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING             Hosea 5:15 ‒ 6:6 
5 [Hear the word of the Lord:] 15I will return again to my place until they 
acknowledge their guilt and seek my face. In their distress they will beg my 
favor. 6 [They will say:] 1“Come, let us return to the Lord, for it is he who has 
torn, and he will heal us; he has struck down, and he will bind us up. 2After two 
days he will revive us; on the third day he will raise us up, that we may live 
before him. 3Let us know, let us press on to know the Lord; his appearing is as 
sure as the dawn; he will come to us like the showers, like the spring rains that 
water the earth.” 4What shall I do with you, O Ephraim? What shall I do with you, 
O Judah? Your love is like a morning cloud, like the dew that goes away early. 
5Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets; I have killed them by the words of 
my mouth, and my judgment goes forth as the light. 6For I desire steadfast love 
and not sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings. 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE                  Romans 4:13-25 
13For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to 
his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14For if it 
is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise 
is void. 15For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law, neither is there 
transgression. 16For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it 
may rest on grace, so that it may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only 
to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham 
(who is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, “I have made you the father of 
many nations”), in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life 
to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 18Hoping against 
hope, he believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” according 
to what was said, “So shall your descendants be.” 19He did not weaken in faith 
when he considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he 
was about a hundred years old), and the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20No 
distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in 
his faith as he gave glory to God, 21being fully convinced that God was able to do 
what he had promised. 22Therefore it “was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 
23Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone 
24but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus 
our Lord from the dead, 25who was handed over for our trespasses and was 
raised for our justification. 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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CHANCEL CHOIR   Surely the Lord is in This Place     Isaiah Burnell 
Surely the Lord is in this place. 

This is none other than the House of God, 
and this is the Gate of Heav’n. 

 
♪ALLELUIA II (Congregation rising)            (LSB Hymn 952) 
 Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia!   
 
GOSPEL                  Matthew 9:9-13 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 9th chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
9As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax-
collection station, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed 
him. 10And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners 
came and were sitting with Jesus and his disciples. 11When the Pharisees saw 
this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and 
sinners?” 12But when he heard this, he said, “Those who are well have no need of 
a physician, but those who are sick. 13Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire 
mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have not come to call the righteous but sinners.” 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY      O Christ, Who Called the Twelve   LSB Hymn 856 
 
SERMON          Rev. Dr. Ronald Lehenbauer 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED (Congregation rising) 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third 
day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sits at 
the right hand of God the Father almighty. From thence He will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
A Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
 
COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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OFFERING/VOLUNTARY       Terra Beata    Zach Unke 
 

† HOLY COMMUNION † 
 
PREFACE (Congregation rising) 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who took on human flesh and was born of 
the Virgin Mary. For our sake He died on the cross and rose from the dead 
to put an end  to death, thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for You a holy 
people. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 
and saying: 

 
♪SANCTUS (Sung to the hymn “Holy, Holy, Holy”) 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty! 
Day and might we join to praise Your love and majesty. 
You alone are holy, worthy and righteous. God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION and SIGN OF PEACE 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples, and 
said: “Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of me.” In the same way also He took the cup after supper, 
and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all 
of you; this cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is shed for you for 
the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
me.” 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
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♪AGNUS DEI (Sung to “My Faith Looks Up To Thee”) 
O Lamb of God, we pray, take all our sins away – our faith increase. 
Have mercy on us all, strengthen us when we fall, 
answer our fervent call and grant us peace. 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord     LSB Hymn 637 

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing     LSB Hymn 686 
 
As you come forward, you will receive the bread in your hand (please ask for 
“gluten-free” if desired); then take the wine in the individual cup from the tray. 
White grape juice is available in the center of the tray. After drinking, place 
empty cups in the second tray. 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (Congregation rising) 
A Almighty God, we thank You for feeding us with spiritual food, the body and 

blood of Christ. All who come to You will not hunger, and all who believe in 
You will not thirst. Send us back into the world to share the gospel and be 
faithful disciples of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and 

be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
C      Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN     Almighty Father, Bless the Word   LSB Hymn 923 
 
DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace to serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE        Old Hundredth        Piet Post 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

 
COMMUNION STATEMENT 

Village Lutheran Church welcomes to Holy Communion those baptized Christians 
who: †Know Jesus Christ as their Savior (John 20:31); †Recognize that the body 
and blood of Christ are truly present in the bread and wine (1 Cor. 11:29); †Are 
able to examine themselves and repent of their sins (1 Cor. 11:28); and †Look to 
God’s Holy Spirit for help in living the Christian life (Col. 1:10). Persons not 
receiving Communion may come forward to receive a blessing. 
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Baccalaureate Service of Morning Prayer 10:45 a.m. 
 
PRELUDE           Italian Hymn          Sadowski/Kosche 
 
OPENING HYMN (Congregation rising)      LSB Hymn 905 
 Come, Thou Almighty King 
 
INVOCATION and VERSICLES  
P In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P This is the day which the Lord has made; 
C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
P Make me to know Your ways, O Lord. 
C Teach me Your paths. 
P Sanctify us in Your truth. 
C Your Word is truth. 
 
♪KYRIE (Sung to “Amazing Grace”) 
Have mercy on Your people, Lord. Have mercy, Christ our King. 
Renew us by Your mercy, Lord; accept the prayers we bring. 
 
♪GLORIA (Sung to “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”) 
“Glory be to God on high!” This is now our joyful cry. 
Peace to all who live on earth, grace and favor for new birth. 
You we praise and glorify, worship You, O Lord most high. 
Gracious Father, heav’nly King, to Your name alone we sing: 
Praise the glory of Your name, now and evermore the same! 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray: 
C Almighty and most merciful God, You sent Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

to seek and to save the lost. Graciously open our ears and our 
hearts to hear His call and to follow Him by faith, that we may feast 
with Him forever in His kingdom; through the same Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING             Hosea 5:15 ‒ 6:6 
5 [Hear the word of the Lord:] 15I will return again to my place until they 
acknowledge their guilt and seek my face. In their distress they will beg my 
favor. 6 [They will say:] 1“Come, let us return to the Lord, for it is he who has 
torn, and he will heal us; he has struck down, and he will bind us up. 2After two 
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days he will revive us; on the third day he will raise us up, that we may live 
before him. 3Let us know, let us press on to know the Lord; his appearing is as 
sure as the dawn; he will come to us like the showers, like the spring rains that 
water the earth.” 4What shall I do with you, O Ephraim? What shall I do with you, 
O Judah? Your love is like a morning cloud, like the dew that goes away early. 
5Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets; I have killed them by the words of 
my mouth, and my judgment goes forth as the light. 6For I desire steadfast love 
and not sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings. 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE                  Romans 4:13-25 
13For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to 
his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14For if it 
is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise 
is void. 15For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law, neither is there 
transgression. 16For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it 
may rest on grace, so that it may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only 
to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham 
(who is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, “I have made you the father of 
many nations”), in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life 
to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 18Hoping against 
hope, he believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” according 
to what was said, “So shall your descendants be.” 19He did not weaken in faith 
when he considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he 
was about a hundred years old), and the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20No 
distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in 
his faith as he gave glory to God, 21being fully convinced that God was able to do 
what he had promised. 22Therefore it “was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 
23Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone 
24but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus 
our Lord from the dead, 25who was handed over for our trespasses and was 
raised for our justification. 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
ANTHEM        Christ is With Me    Gerald Coleman 

We were buried with Him into death, that as He was raised by God’s glory, 
we might walk in life made new by grace. 

Having died with Christ, we shall live with Him. 
Christ is with me ev’rywhere I go, never to leave me, this I know. 

I have now been grafted to the Vine, drawing life from roots rich in mercy, 
bearing fruit as I abide in Him: Fruit forever fresh, glorifying God. 

I have now been crucified with Christ, I no longer live, Christ lives in me. 
Now I live by faith in God’s own Son, One who loved me so–gave Himself for me. 
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GOSPEL (Congregation rising)      Matthew 9:9-13 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 9th chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
9As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax-
collection station, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed 
him. 10And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners 
came and were sitting with Jesus and his disciples. 11When the Pharisees saw 
this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and 
sinners?” 12But when he heard this, he said, “Those who are well have no need of 
a physician, but those who are sick. 13Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire 
mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have not come to call the righteous but sinners.” 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
PRO DEO ET SCHOLA AWARD 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY      O Christ, Who Called the Twelve  LSB Hymn 856 
 
SERMON        Rev. Dr. Ronald Lehenbauer 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED (Congregation rising) 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third 
day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sits at 
the right hand of God the Father almighty. From thence He will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
A Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
   
THE LORD’S PRAYER       Choral setting by Philip Kern 

Sung by The Chapel School Select Choir 
 
RECOGNITION OF SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 
RECOGNITION OF GRADUATES 
 
COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OFFERING/VOLUNTARY   Terra Beata    Zach Unke 
 



9 

 

CLOSING PRAYER (Congregation rising) 
A Lord God, You have called Your servants to ventures of which we cannot 

see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give 
us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only 
that Your hand is leading us and Your love supporting us; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and 

be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
C      Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN     Almighty Father, Bless the Word   LSB Hymn 923 
 
DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace to serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE         Old Hundredth        Piet Post 
 
 

CHURCH & SCHOOL PICNIC 
All church and school families, visitors and guests, are invited to stay for our 
annual picnic beginning at 12:00 noon, rain or shine! 

 
Participants in the Services: 

Rev. Dr. Ronald Lehenbauer, Pastoral Counsel, The Lutheran Counseling Center 
Deborah Reiss, Minister of Music 
Chapel School Select Choir, George Heath, Director 
 
     9:00    10:45 
Lector   Kristin Pimentel  Matthew Martinez 
 
Asst. Minister  Chris Gleason  Matthew Martinez 
 
Communion Asst. Volunteer 
 
Usher Team  Richard Graham  Kathy Coffey 
    Mark Runge   John Ansorge 
    Anton DeRosa 
 
Sexton   Violet Linn 
 
Refreshments  George & DeRosa Families 
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News and Notes: 
Guest Pastor – We welcome Pastor Lehenbauer to lead us in worship this morning. 
Having retired from full-time ministry, he serves in local churches and the Lutheran 
Counseling Center and will be with us again on June 28. 
 
Soup Kitchen – Prepare food in aluminum trays (available at the Reception desk) and 
drop-off in the parking lot from 12:00-1:00. The next date is Wednesday, June 17. 
Sign up through our web site or contact Katie Bukofzer directly at etakwhit@aol.com. 
 
Craft Day – Saturday, June 20, from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. – Meet in the Friendship 
Room, bring your knitting, crocheting or other handiwork, share ideas and conversation, 
learn how to make a prayer shawl, enjoy light refreshments. 
 
World on a Plate Fundraiser – Sunday, June 21 – If you like to cook, we are looking 
for donations of baked goods or take-out style small plates. If you like to eat, bring cash 
to purchase the delicious items available during coffee hour. All proceeds to benefit the 
church. 
 
Father’s Day Coffee Hour – Women of the congregation are the hosts, and volunteers 
are needed to contribute refreshments for Father’s Day, June 21. Please sign up on the 
bulletin board in the MPR or speak to Warren Wong. 
 
Bingo Night Fundraiser – Friday, June 26 – A fun evening of games and prizes in 
support of both VLC/The Chapel School and the Lutheran Counseling Center (LCC), to be 
held in The Chapel School gymnasium. Doors open at 6:15 and games run from 7:00 to 
9:00 p.m. Admission is $50. Cookies and soft drinks available; participants are welcome 
to bring adult beverages as well as food to share. To buy tickets, call LCC at 800-317-
1173 or go to LCCNY.org 
 
“Sing for Joy” Concordia Choir Alumni Concert – VLC is hosting a concert of music 
by Ralph Schultz and other favorites from the Concordia tradition on Saturday, June 27, 
at 3:00 p.m. The concert is free and open to the public. 
 Volunteers are needed to help with hosting the event. We especially need 

friendly faces on Saturday to welcome and help guide visitors, as well as baked 
goods for a reception after the concert. If you can help out, fill out a pew card or 
contact Minister of Music Deb Reiss at 914-337-0207 x1018 or Dreiss@VLC-NY.org 

 
Wednesday Bible Study – On June 10 we will continue walking through the Passion 
story as described by John in chapters 18-19. 
 
Music Ministry: This is our final week of the choir season. Rehearsals as follows: 
 High School Choir – Sun., June 7, at 10:15 a.m.; Sun., June 14, at 8:30 a.m. 
 Village Bells – Wed., June 10, at 6:00 p.m.; Sun., June 14, at 10:15 a.m. 
 Youth Choir – Thurs., June 11, at 7:00 p.m.; Sun., June 14, at 8:30 a.m. 
 Chancel Choir – Thurs., June 11, at 7:30 p.m.; Sun., June 14, at 8:40 a.m. 

 
Youth News: Voyagers (Grades 3-6) meet Thursday, June 11, at 6:00 p.m.; Crusaders 
(Grades 9-12) Donuts & Discussion on Sunday, June 7 
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Prayer Line:  We pray for the sick and those experiencing any kind of difficulty:   
Barbara Accocella, Steven Anderson, Hushene Bowman, Wayne & Diana Davenport, 
Joshua Davenport & Family (Roseline, Joshlynne, Rafael, Jaraiya), Elaine Davis, Andrea 
Gilebarto, Rhonda Gleason, Betty Lou Held, Katie Koster, Michelle Liscoe, Ilse Lunog, 
Thomas Marks, Jayden Paulsen, Elaine Podszus, Marie Reilly, Morena Rodriguez, Dottie 
Rudolf, Steven Siegel 
 
 
======================================================= 
 
 

GOD BLESS OUR GRADUATES 
 
On this Baccalaureate Sunday, we celebrate all of the students who are graduating in 
2026 and pray for God’s blessings as they move on to the next part of their journey. 
 
 
CHAPEL SCHOOL      HIGH SCHOOL 
Ariel Angelica Blackman     The Montfort Academy 
Leo Burton       Loyola School 
Nazir Davis       Archbishop Stepinac High School 
Andi Gace       Rye Country Day School 
Dennis Hankewycz      Regis High School 
Kennedy Hutton      The Ursuline School 
Ardi Jahjaga       Fordham Preparatory School 
Caleb Palmar      British School of Brussels 
Jaydon Raphael      Archbishop Stepinac High School 
Noah Thomas      Archbishop Stepinac High School 
Maxwell Tinson      Loyola School 
Landon Walsh      Archbishop Stepinac High School 
Elle Watts       Riverdale Country School 
Sarah Watts       Riverdale Country School 
 
 
8th GRADE       HIGH SCHOOL 
Dylan Horner, Scarsdale Middle School   Scarsdale High School 
Thomas Tavarez, The Castle Hill Middle School Brooklyn Technical High School 
 
 
HIGH SCHOOL      COLLEGE 
Brianna Hartman, Tuckahoe High School  Sacred Heart University 
Mariah Lemon, The Montfort Academy   Manhattanville University 
Jillian Rooney, The Montfort Academy   University of Scranton 
Sophia Tavarez, The Bronx High School of Science Michigan State University 
 
 
GRADUATE SCHOOL 
Larry Cosentino, Manhattan University (MBA) 
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SCHOLARSHIPS & AWARDS 
 
The CAROL and CHRISTOPHER KINGHAN GIVING HEARTS Memorial Scholarship 
Awarded to Logan Walsh  
Christopher Kinghan was born on March 16, 1988. He was baptized and confirmed at Village 
Lutheran Church and also attended The Chapel School. Christopher died unexpectedly on January 5, 
2013 surrounded by his loving family. Christopher’s life was characterized by joy and love towards 
others. His mother, Carol, and the Kinghan family established the Heart of Giving Scholarship to 
remember Christopher’s legacy and to encourage a deserving student entering The Chapel School 
6th grade who exemplifies Christopher’s love of giving and helping others. 

On July 31, 2014, after a long battle with cancer, Carol too passed away. Her family grieved her loss 
but celebrated her awesome life and the eternal life that she now shares with her son, Chris, and all 
the faithful departed. To remember both Carol and Chris and their joyful hearts, the Scholarship has 
been permanently renamed The Carol and Christopher Kinghan GIVING HEARTS Memorial 
Scholarship. The scholarship both honors the memory of the dearly loved mother and son and 
recognizes the recipients who demonstrate joyful hearts in their generation through their Chapel 
School education and lives of service to the world.  

 
 
The LIBRARIAN SHARON PETERSON Literacy Scholarship 
Awarded to Lila Spiciarich and Logan Walsh  
Sharon Peterson Finster is a commissioned church worker in the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. 
She began serving as The Chapel School Librarian in 1980 and retired in June 2016. This scholarship 
was established by her family in celebration of her life's work and as a lasting legacy of the ministry of 
both Sharon and her late husband, Rev. Dr. Cliff Peterson. The scholarship is given to a deserving 
student who excels in reading and literacy. 

 
 
The PRO DEO ET SCHOLA Award 
Presented to James Bunn  
In grateful recognition of meritorious service for the nurture and enhancement of Christian Ministry at 
Village Lutheran Church and the Chapel School. 

 
 
The Blue Ribbon Foundation 
To add your gift of support for one of these scholarships, make a check or money order payable to 
"Blue Ribbon Foundation" and send to:  Blue Ribbon Foundation, 172 White Plains Rd., Bronxville, 
NY 10708. Mark it to the attention of "Kinghan Memorial" or "Peterson Fund." This not-for-profit 
foundation supports The Chapel School, and all gifts are tax deductible. 

 
 
 

Village Lutheran Church and The Chapel School 
172 White Plains Road, Bronxville, NY 10708 

914-337-0207 + www.VLC-NY.ORG 


