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CHRISTMAS DAY

WELCOME TO WORSHIP
! The order of worship is printed in the bulletin and the hymnal, “Lutheran Service
Book” (LSB), is located in the pew racks in front of you.

! We extend a special word of welcome to first-time visitors and invite you to take a
welcome kit located by the Jesus Fountain in the church entrance.

! Please fill out the Attendance Form. This helps us know that you were here today
(members and guests) and is a convenient way to update your address, sign up for
church activities, or submit comments/requests to the pastors or church office. The
cards will be collected during the offering time or may be given to an usher.

COMMUNION STATEMENT
The congregation of Village Lutheran Church welcomes to Holy Communion those
baptized Christians who:

^Know Jesus Christ as their Savior (John 20:31)

^Recognize that the body and blood of Christ are truly present in the bread and wine
(1 Cor. 11:29)

^Are able to examine themselves and repent of their sins (1 Cor. 11:28)

^Look to God’s Holy Spirit for help in living the Christian life (Col. 1:10).

Persons not receiving Communion may come forward to receive a blessing.

Village Lutheran Church and The Chapel School

172 White Plains Road, Bronxville, NY 10708
Church 914-337-0207 # School 914-337-3202

VLC-NY.org # TheChapelSchool.org



THE ORDER OF WORSHIP AT 10:00 A.M.
Service of Carols and Holy Communion

PRELUDE Resonet in Laudibus     Lani Smith

OPENING HYMN     Now Sing We, Now Rejoice       LSB Hymn 386

INVOCATION and CONFESSION
P In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P Blessed be the Holy One of Israel, the Word made flesh,
C the Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever.
P Gathered in the name of Jesus, let us confess our sin and hear God’s word of forgiveness.
C Gracious God, in Christ Jesus You come among us as light shining in darkness. We

confess our failure to live according to this light. Forgive our sins and renew our
hope, so that we may live in the light of Your grace, and welcome the truth of Christ
the Lord. Amen.

P I bring you good news of great joy for all the people: To you is born a Savior, Christ the
Lord. Your sins are forgiven in Jesus’ name.

C Amen. O come, let us worship Him.

HYMN OF PRAISE         (LSB Hymn #384, v. 1 & 5)
Of the Father’s love begotten ere the worlds began to be,
He is Alpha and Omega, He the source, the ending He,
of the things that are, that have been, and that future years shall see evermore and evermore.

Christ to Thee, with God the Father, and O Holy Ghost, to Thee
hymn and chant and high thanksgiving and unending praises be,
honor, glory, and dominion, and eternal victory evermore and evermore.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray:
C Almighty God, You gave us Your only Son to take on our human nature and to

illumine the world with Your light. By Your grace adopt us as Your children and
enlighten us with Your Spirit, that we live in Your peace and joy; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.  Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON          Isaiah 52:7-10
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE     Titus 3:4-7
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL CANTICLE (Congregation rising)      (LSB Hymn #379, v. 4)
Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning; Jesus, to Thee be glory giv’n!
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing!
O come, let us adore Him.  O come, let us adore Him.
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!

GOSPEL               John 1:1-5, 9-14
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 1st chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

(The Gospel is read)
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

HYMN OF THE DAY O Little Town of Bethlehem       LSB Hymn 361

SERMON “O Little Town”   Rev. Dr. Robert Hartwell

*CREED (Sung to “Away in a Manger”)
In God we believe: the Creator whose pow’r
In mercy has brought us for worship this hour.
He graciously grants us our years and our days
And blesses with kindness our work and our ways.

In Jesus, the Savior, our hope is secured.
True God and true man once the cross He endured
To grant our lives wholeness, forgiveness of sin.
With hearts freed from guilt, we know true peace within.

God’s Spirit at work in our lives we confess;
With power and truth the church now He does bless.
As saints, God’s forgiven, one day we shall then
Be living in glory forever.  Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
P We pray:
C Glory and praise to You, O God.

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
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OFFERING/VOLUNTARY        Of the Father’s Love         Valerie Floeter

OFFERING PRAYER (Congregation rising)
P God of wonder, we offer You our humble gifts, signs of Your goodness and mercy.
C We give thanks for all that You have given us, and we pray that, through us, all

people may know the riches of Your love in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

^ HOLY COMMUNION ^

PREFACE
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on us and given Your

only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.
We give You thanks for the salvation You have granted to us through Jesus, the Word
made flesh, the Light of the world, our Emmanuel. Send the Spirit of Your Son into our
hearts, that as Your beloved children we may welcome our Savior who comes to us in His
body and blood. Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will
be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory forever and ever.  Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD and SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the
cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it,
all of you; this cup is the new covenant in My blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do as often as you drink it in remembrance of Me.”

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

*AGNUS DEI  (sung to the hymn “On Jordan’s Bank”)
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, who takes the sin of the world away,
Have mercy on us, grant us peace, and fill us with Your love and grace.
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS It Came Upon the Midnight Clear       LSB Hymn 366
Infant Holy, Infant Lowly       LSB Hymn 393

As you come forward, you will receive the bread in your hand; then take the wine in the
individual cup from the tray. White grape juice is available in the center of the tray and gluten-
free bread is available in separate packets. After drinking, place empty cups in the second tray.

CLOSING PRAYER
P Holy God, heavenly angels spoke to earthly shepherds, and eternity entered time in the

Child of Bethlehem. As we have once again heard the Good News of Christmas,  fill our
lives with Your eternal grace, that we might join the shepherds and all the heavenly host in
glorifying Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God now and forever.

C: Amen. 

BLESSING
P May Christ, who by His incarnation has filled us with grace and truth, give you peace this

Christmas and always. And may almighty God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.

C Amen.

CLOSING HYMN    Once in Royal David’s City (v. 1-2 and 5)     LSB Hymn #376

SILENT MEDITATION (Congregation seated)
P Go in peace to service the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE   Irby       Robert Buckley Farlee

* * * * * * * * * * * *

PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICES:
Assisting Minister Kevin Cook

Lector Philip Auman Godlewski

Altar Care Pastor Hartwell

Ushers Warren Wong
Ilse Koerper

Sexton Claire Story
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Special Holiday Worship Schedule

i New Year’s Day - Sunday, January 1 - Total Family Worship at 10:00 a.m. with Holy
Communion on the First Sunday after Christmas

i Epiphany Observed - Sunday, January 8 - Sunday School resumes. Worship with Holy
Communion at 9:00 and 10:45 a.m.

i The Saturday service will resume on the first weekend of March

Our Chancel Christmas Trees – The two trees surrounding the altar tell the salvation story with
their symbolism. On the right side is the Tree of Death. Standing in for the tree in the Garden of
Eden, it has no lights and is decorated with apples (the forbidden fruit). This reminds us of the
problem of sin in the world and our need for a Savior. The tree on the left side is the Tree of Life.
It has bright white lights and is decorated with roses (a symbol of the promised Messiah). This
lighted tree is also situated on the same side as the pulpit, the place where the Gospel message is
proclaimed. These trees embody Isaiah’s prophecy which we hear every Christmas: “The people
walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a
light has dawned.” (Isaiah 9:2)

NEWS AND NOTES:
Flowers in the Chancel are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Carol & Edward
Raff, from Rose Ann DiGiovanni & Family

Holy Baptism - We rejoice with the newly baptized and welcome them into the family of faith.
Edgar and Samantha Ruiz, children of Edgar Ruiz and Carolina Urena-Ruiz, will be baptized at a
special service on Monday, December 26.

The Undecorating Party will take place on Sunday, January 8, at noon (after the 10:45
service). Pizza will be provided. Please RSVP on the Attendance Form or contact the church
office, 914-337-0207 x 1003 or KRapillo@VLC-NY.org.

ALPHA Program – This is a fun and heart-warming conversation about faith, life and God over
11 weeks. Enjoy a catered dinner with wine followed by a short video and group discussion.
Sessions will be held on Wednesday evenings from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. beginning January 11.
Register online at tinyurl.com/2023Alpha
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Travel to Turkey - Pastor Rob and Sue Hartwell are leading a group to see Biblical sites in
Turkey on July 10-21, 2023. Space is limited to 35 travelers. Register early by January 15,
2023 and receive a free copy of “Turkey - Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide to Customs &
Culture.” For more information contact the church office at 914-337-0207 (1003). 

SOUP KITCHEN - The next volunteer date is Wednesday, January 18. Please sign up in
advance to confirm your contribution. For more information, contact Katie Bukofzer at
ETAKWHIT@aol.com.

Save the Dates:  1st Holy Communion Instruction classes (for 5th grade and older) will be held
on Wednesdays during Lent from 6:00–7:00 p.m., March 1, 8, 15 and 22. The special 1st

Communion Service will be Sunday, March 26, at 10:45 a.m. The Totally Green St. Patrick’s
Day First Communion Lock-in will be Friday, March 17 from 6:00-9:00 p.m. Cost is $50
(registration fee). At least one parent or guardian must attend with each child at each Wednesday
session. 

Automated Giving - As VLC prepares for a new year, it is important to know what support we
can depend on from our congregation members. Automating your financial commitments means
your contributions will be received on a steady, uninterrupted basis. To set up a
recurring giving schedule, go to www.VLC-NY.ORG and click on the Online Giving link. Select
a password that will enable you to log in at any time and make changes to your giving or view
your complete online giving history. Alternatively, complete a paper authorization
"Simply Giving" form and return it to the Development Office. Thank you!

Coffee Hour Hosts Needed! – Many thanks to everyone who volunteered over the fall and early
winter. There is a sign-up sheet in the MPR for January to April. Sign up as a family or pair with
another family/individual.

Music Ministry: Many thanks to all of our ensembles for their dedicated preparations and
beautiful music. We will start rehearsing again in January.

Youth Choir - Resumes Thursday, January 5, at 7:00 p.m.
High School Choir - Resumes Sunday, January 8, at 10:15 a.m. 
FaithWalk - Rehearse Monday, January 9 & 16, at 7:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir - Resumes Thursday, January 12, at 7:30 p.m.
Village Belles - Resumes Wednesday, January 18 at 6:00 p.m.

For more information, contact Deb Reiss at DReiss@VLC-NY.org or George Heath at
GHeath@VLC-NY.org.

Wednesday Bible Study - 10:45 a.m. in the Friendship Room. We have just completed the book
of James. Weekly sessions will resume on January 18, 2023 with a new study on Paul’s epistle to
the Romans.
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Prayer Line:  We pray for the sick and those experiencing any kind of difficulty:  Elizabeth
Acosta, Gerry Adams, Bernard Ansorge, Susan Barrowclough, Laura Bunn, Tatyana Campbell,
Melinda Canary, Steven Carabuena, Bart Castillo, Frank Clark Sr., Solly Clark, Ron DeGeorge,
Maria DiMarzo, Gail Eckstein, Don Febbraio, Deacon Faith Forliano, Annabella Hansen,
Mackenzie Hayes, Kurt Hucke, Nancy Hylton, Sue Kobylack, Deacon Joe Lamoureux, Brian
Langhans, Merline Leon, Noel Leon, Janet Lunog, Frank Lyman, Maria Magilton, Robert
Magilton, Morris Mayer, Helyne Merwin, Liz Mouzakitis, Andy Munn, Maeve Nolan, Elizabeth
Pedrosa, Rico Pedrosa, Laura Pencola, Louise Podszus, Gus Politis, Jason Psomas, Sylvia Puig,
Karaugh-Nea Rodriguez, Astrid Rosendahl, Willi Rosendahl, Donald Ross, Marvin Sayer, Bob
Schutt, Tashoff Family, Jane Triolo, Walter Wade

Bereavement Prayer Line: We pray for those who are grieving the loss of a loved one.
† Betsy Bradley, mother of Erika Schultz, who passed away on December 18, 2022
† Rev. Dr. Paul Boecler, former professor at Concordia-New York, who passed away on

December 15, 2022; the funeral will be Saturday, January 7, 2023 at Our Savior Lutheran
Church in Grand Rapids, MI

† Linda Cully, cousin of the Perotto Family, who passed away on December 17, 2022
† Vicki Davis, friend of Rowena del Castillo, who passed away on December 17, 2022
† Arlana Pathammavong, friend of Kate Marino, who passed away on December 14, 2022

Thank you to everyone who donated poinsettias and wreaths.
A complete listing is on pages 10-11.

Poinsettias may be taken home after the service today, if desired.
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POINSETTIAS AND WREATHS

The poinsettias which adorn our sanctuary for Christmas have been given to the
glory of God by the following:

The Ansorge Family

Beth & Chris Clausen

Kathy Coffey
In memory of Frank Coffey and Bill & Helen Messner

Tony DeRosa

Philip Auman Godlewski
In memory of departed members of the

Auman-Bucher-Godlewski-Hayes Family

Skip Hansen

Ilse Koerper

Vera Lang

The Podoll Family
In memory of Anna Maxine Schell Podoll

The Podszus Family
In memory of William G. Podszus,

Erna & Otto Podszus and Marie & Carl Finke

Kim Rapillo
In memory of Donald Gilder

The Reyes-Guerra Family

The Swain Family

10



Wreaths on the Great Porch have been sponsored by:

The Ansorge Family

Joan Bevers
In memory of Glenn Bevers 

James and Jackie Bunn

The Gotte Family

The Murrer Family
In memory of Mary & Peter Ruman and Alfred & Marion Murrer

The Podoll Family
In memory of Anna Maxine Schell Podoll

Deborah Reiss
In memory of Frederick Reiss

The Wilkinson Family
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Isaiah 52:7-10
7How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces peace,
who brings good news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 
8Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for joy; for in plain sight they
see the return of the Lord to Zion.  9Break forth together into singing, you ruins of
Jerusalem; for the Lord has comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem.  10The Lord
has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall
see the salvation of our God.
L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Titus 3:4-7
4But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5he saved us, not
because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy,
through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. 6This Spirit he poured out on
us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7so that, having been justified by his grace, we
might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
 

John 1:1-5, 9-14
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  2He
was in the beginning with God.  3All things came into being through him, and without him
not one thing came into being.  What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was
the light of all people.  5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it...  9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not
know him.  11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him.  12But
to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of
God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of
God.  14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the
glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.


