
NAWAS INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL ~ QUALITY TOURS SINCE 1949 

JOURNEY TO BIBLICAL TURKEY 
In the Footsteps of Paul & John 

 

12 DAYS: JULY 10 - 21, 2023 
 

Visiting 

ISTANBUL * ANKARA * CAPPADOCIA * PAMUKKALE 
EPHESUS * IZMIR * PERGAMUM * CANAKKALE 

 

Hosted by  

REV. DR. ROBERT AND SUE HARTWELL 
Village Lutheran Church & The Chapel  School  
Knowing,  Living and Sharing Through Travel   

 

$3199 PER PERSON FROM NEW YORK 
(Air/land tour price is $2699 plus $530 government taxes/airline surcharges) 



DAY-BY-DAY ITINERARY 
 

NEW YORK/ACROSS THE ATLANTIC 
MONDAY, JULY 10 
Depart today from New York on board your overnight trans-
atlantic jet flight, arriving in Istanbul the following day. 
 

ARRIVE ISTANBUL 
TUESDAY, JULY 11 
Arrive Istanbul, a world-class city that bridges the continents 
of Europe and Asia.  Ever since its founding in the 7th centu-
ry B.C. Istanbul has attracted travelers, traders and conquer-
ors from East and West.  Transfer to your hotel for overnight.  
Your exciting adventure begins.       (D) 

ISTANBUL 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 12 
Your sightseeing of Istanbul today will include a visit to the 
Topkapi Palace, home of the Ottoman Sultans with visits to 
the Treasury containing jewel encrusted thrones, the world's 
largest emerald and the famous Topkapi Dagger.  Then to St. 
Sophia, originally a Christian Basilica conceived by Constan-
tine and rebuilt by Justinian, turned into a Mosque in 1453, 
and in 1920 made into a museum by Ataturk for all to enjoy 
regardless of creed.  You will also see the legendary Blue 
Mosque with its six minarets and dome of 109 feet.  Then to 
the Archaeological Museum which houses the sarcophagus of 
Alexander the Great and other Biblical artifacts.  Finally, the 
Grand Bazaar, a labyrinth of over 4,000 shops displaying eve-
rything from souvenirs in copper and onyx to precious jewel-
ry, antiques and Oriental carpets.             (B,D) 

TOUR FEATURES: 

 

 Round trip airfare from New York 

 $530 government taxes & airline surcharges 

 Accommodations at first class/select hotels based 

on two persons sharing in twin bedded rooms with 
private bath 

 Services of professional English-speaking guides 

 Comprehensive sightseeing 

 All admission fees, porterage and hotel service 

charges 

 Transfers to/from airports by private motor coach 

including meeting/assistance and porterage 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 You are cordially invited to join Sue and I on the trip 
of a lifetime as we journey to Turkey, sometimes called the 
Second Holy Land. This is a wonderful follow-up to our Holy 
Land Pilgrimage in 2020.  
 Just like Israel, Turkey is regarded as a land of pil-
grimage. The Book of Acts tells that Paul and Barnabas es-
tablished the first known churches outside of Palestine. Paul 
took two other missionary journeys through that land. Peter 
also preached in Turkey. His two epistles were written to the 
Christians in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithyn-
ia, provinces opposite Istanbul. Nearby are the seven church-
es of John's Book of Revelation.  
 We start our tour in exquisite Istanbul, established in 
the fourth century by Constantine, the first Christian Roman 
emperor, as his eastern capital. The city straddles two conti-
nents – Europe and Asia. We will visit Topkapi Palace and St. 
Sophia (the Church of Holy Wisdom), once the largest basili-
ca in Christendom. Our tour will also take us to the famous 
Blue Mosque with its six minarets and 109-foot dome. Then 
we will travel to Ankara, Turkey's bustling capital city since 
1923 and Cappadocia, famed for its bizarre land formations 
and its distinctive rock churches. In Pamukkale we will see 
dazzling white limestone terraces formed by travertine depos-
its from hot water springs running over the chalk cliffs. We 
then go to Izmir, Homer's birthplace, Canakkale, and Ephe-
sus all on the Aegean coast. Ephesus was the capital of Ro-
man Asia Minor. Paul preached and taught here for over two 
years. We’ll visit the great 25,000 seat amphitheater, the 
Temple of Diana, one of the Seven Wonders of the World, the 
Library of Celsius, and the Basilica of St. John. Tradition has 
it that the Virgin Mary died here. It is sure to be a fascinating 
journey! 
 Let this brochure open the door to you for a most 
wonderful and enjoyable time in Turkey. We have been 
pleased to lead several exciting tours including a trip to 
Mainland China, Thailand and most recently, The Holy Land 
in 2020. We think you would find the trip to Biblical Turkey 
both exciting and an inspiration. Now is the time to send in 
your deposit to reserve a place on this tour. Do not miss out! 
And get ready for the time of your life, an experience you will 
never forget! 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Rev. Dr. Robert and Sue Hartwell 
 

P.S.  Friends and family members are always welcome.  Feel 

free to pass this letter and brochure along to someone who 
may enjoy learning about this trip. 



ISTANBUL/ANKARA 
THURSDAY, JULY 13 
This morning you will cross the Bosphorus Bridge to the 
Asian side which is also known as Asia Minor and then to 
Ankara, Turkey’s bustling capital city since 1923.           (B,D) 

 
ANKARA/CAPPADOCIA 

FRIDAY, JULY 14 
This morning enjoy a city tour of Ankara including the Muse-
um of Anatolian Civilizations which houses Asia Minor’s fin-
est collection of archaeological artifacts and the Ataturk Mau-
soleum, a monument to the founder of the modern Turkish 
nation.  Continue by motorcoach for a visit to Salt Lake and 
the Seljuk Caravanserai of Sultanhane and then to Cappado-
cia, famed for its bizarre landforms and its distinctive rock 
churches.                 (B,D) 

CAPPADOCIA 
SATURDAY, JULY 15 
Sightseeing in Cappadocia today includes the unique land-
scape of Goreme with its rock chapels carved by early Chris-
tians and decorated with frescoes dating from the 6th to 10th 
century.  Visit the underground city of Kaymakli, the potters’ 
village of Avanos and Zelve, where villagers lived in houses 
carved from rock formations.               (B,D) 
 

CAPPADOCIA/PAMUKKALE 
SUNDAY, JULY 16 
Depart early today for Konya which is situated on a wind 
swept plateau at an altitude of 1030 meters.  This city is so old 
that bones of Bronze Age man have been found here.  Visit 

Pisidian Antioch and Co-
lossae.  End your day in 
Pamukkale which means 
“cotton castle” where you 
see fantastic dazzling 
white limestone terraces 
formed by travertine de-
posits from hot water 
springs running over the 
chalk cliffs.              (B,D) 
 

PAMUKKALE/IZMIR 
MONDAY, JULY 17 
After breakfast depart for Hierapolis which is located right 
over the travertine terraces and which was a fashionable spa 
center in Roman times.  Visit the Temple of Apollo, a breath-
taking theater, the fascinating necropolis and some church 
ruins.  Proceed to Laodicea, one of the Seven Churches ad-

dressed by John in the Revelation.  See the recently excavated 
town and its theatre.  Then drive to Philadelphia and Sardis, 
the ancient capital of the state of Lydia, where gold and silver 
coins were first minted.  Sardis was also a center very recep-
tive to early Christian teaching and had a substantial commu-
nity of believers by the 1st century AD.  Visit the pre-
Christian ruins in the Sardis area which includes the Temple 
of Artemis, the stadium and the Roman theatre.  Continue to 
Thyatira, which is one of the Seven Churches mentioned in 
the Book of Revelation, and then end your day in Izmir, 
Homer’s birthplace on the Aegean Coast.             (B,D) 
 

IZMIR – EPHESUS - IZMIR 
TUESDAY, JULY 18 
Today you visit Ephesus, the capital of Roman Asia Minor, 
and where St. Paul preached and taught for over two years.  
View the magnificent harbor and the great amphitheatre 
which seated nearly 25,000 people.  See Marble Street, the 
Library of Celsius, a gymnasium and the Temple of Hadrian.  
You will also see the Temple of Diana, one of the Seven 
Wonders of the World and the site of the scene of religious 
riots.  St. Paul had founded the Church here and was also im-
prisoned in Ephesus.  Visit the Basilica of St. John, whose 
later life and death are associated with Ephesus before return-
ing to Izmir for overnight.               (B,D) 
 

IZMIR/PERGAMUM/TROY/CANAKKALE 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 19 
Depart Izmir for the hilltop city of Pergamum, which over-
looks the modern city of Bergama, a colorful market town and 
a center of the carpet weaving industry.  Ancient Pergamum 
rivaled Ephesus and Alexandria as a center of Hellenistic cul-
ture. Your visit of the city will in-
clude the Acropolis, Temple of 
Athena, the Library, Royal Palace, 
Temple of Trajan, the steepest thea-
tre of the world, the altar of Zeus, 
the museum, and the Ruins of Aes-
clepion, the medical center of the 
ancient world.  Continue on to Troy, 
which was destroyed and rebuilt 
nine times.  It has in fact nine cities 
situated one upon another.  The sixth city of Troy that was 
built pertains to the famous Trojan War, described in the Iliad 
by Homer, where the legendary heroes Agamemnon, Achilles, 
Ulysses and Nestor on the Greek side and Priam, Hector and 
Paris on the Trojan side fought each other for the honor of 
beautiful Helen.  Proceed to Canakkale and your hotel.   (B,D) 
 

CANAKKALE/ISTANBUL 
THURSDAY, JULY 20 
This morning proceed via the Gallipoli Peninsula, scene of 
fierce fighting in World War I, to Istanbul, ancient Constanti-
nople.  Upon arrival in Istanbul, the only city in the world that 
spans two continents, transfer to your hotel for overnight. 
                  (B,D) 
 

ISTANBUL/NEW YORK 
FRIDAY, JULY 21 
All too soon your adventure is over as you transfer to the air-
port in time for your flight back to New York, arriving the 
same day.         (B) 
 

(B) ~ Breakfast    (D) ~ Dinner 

Cappadocia 



 

Customer Reviews: 
 

“It’s been my extreme pleasure to benefit from your invaluable assistance with my tours — 
97 so far — for the past 28 years. I wouldn’t dream of letting anyone else handle the many 
details involved in making these difficult, exotic itineraries a success, as evidenced by my 
many repeat clients and their referrals. Your superb attention to detail, your honesty, and 
your friendship are greatly appreciated. You can count on Nawas being my 'one and only' 
for many years to come." --Ms. M.B., California  
 

“As always, the arrangements for our pilgrimage by Nawas were excellent. To a person, 
those on the tour were filled with praise for the trip. Everything was A+.” --Monsignor R.S., 
Utah  
 

"You people make this easy. Everything was out-standing. Those who have been on other 
trips have come to expect quality and they get it!” --Father P.T., Ohio 

We’re Here to Help: 
 

Nawas International Travel Service, Inc. 
777 Post Road ● Darien, CT 06820-4721 
Tel (203) 656-3033 ● Fax (203) 655-1577 

www.nawas.com 
Email: info@nawas.com  

 
Hours: Monday-Friday 9:00AM-5:00PM EST 

 
CST #1005405-40 
FL ST #38248                       9/16/22 EAA 

PAYMENT SCHEDULE: 
 

Reservations may be secured upon payment of a 
deposit. 
 
• A $500 deposit is due with your reservation 

• Final payment is due at NAWAS 110 days prior 
to departure date 

TOUR-SPECIFIC INFORMATION 

 
For terms and conditions please visit: 
www.nawas.com/terms-and-conditions 
 
Taxes/Airline Surcharges: In effect on August 25, 2022. 
 
Hotel Service Charges/Taxes: In effect on August 25, 2022 
(excluding hotel tourist taxes). 
 
Airfare: In effect on August 25, 2022 
 
Land Costs: Based on estimated 2023 tariffs, overseas government 
taxes and rates of exchange in effect on August 25, 2022 and a 
minimum of 32 or more participants per coach. 

Family Owned for 73 Years:  Nawas International Travel was founded in 1949 by Mr. Yousef Nawas.  
He created our faith-based tour company with a vision of offering specially designed programs of spiritual 
enrichment and superior quality.  Mr. Nawas made travel affordable so that the faithful of all walks of life 
could partake.  Though Mr. Nawas has since passed on, Nawas International Travel remains under the 
guidance of his family and continues to serve thousands of travelers every year.  With our global network, 
affordable prices and expert tour directors combined with years of group travel expertise, we guarantee 
the highest quality tour and services. 



CT/23/3061 7/10/2023 12 DAYS BIBLICAL TURKEY 
♦ RESERVATION FORM ♦ 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:  NAWAS INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL 

Rev. Dr. Robert Hartwell  
Village Lutheran Church  
172 White Plains Road  
Bronxville, NY 10708-1954  
Tel: (914) 337-0207 Ext. 1022  
Fax: (914) 771-9711  
Email: RHartwell@VLC-NY.ORG 
            RHartwell@TheChapelSchool.org  

Passenger #1 

 Name:Title        

             Last        

             First        

             Middle       

             Gender:  Please check     □ Male  □ Female 

 Address:        

 City:         State:   Zip:    

 Home Phone: ( )     

 Cell Phone: (          )      

 E-mail address:       

 Passport #:        

 Date Issued:         Date Expires:    
                      (day/month/year)         (day/month/year) 

    

 Date of Birth:  
        MONTH       DAY        YEAR 
 

Place        Country of 

of Birth:       Citizenship    

Passenger #2 

 Name:Title        

             Last        

             First        

             Middle       

             Gender:  Please check     □ Male  □ Female 

 Address:        

 City:         State:   Zip:    

 Home Phone: ( )     

 Cell Phone: (          )      

 E-mail address:       

 Passport #:        

 Date Issued:         Date Expires:    
                      (day/month/year)          (day/month/year) 

    

 Date of Birth:  
                                MONTH       DAY       YEAR 
 

Place        Country of 

of Birth:       Citizenship    

Signature Passenger # 1 

Signature Passenger # 2 

Date 

Date 

MAIL TO: 

Please  inc lude a  c lear photocopy  of  your Passport  with  this  Reservat ion Form  
Clearly  pr int  your  ful l  name ( las t / f irs t /middle)  as  i t  appears  on your passport:  

You understand that this reservation form serves as your acceptance of the policies of our Terms and Conditions including our cancellation 
policies, which can be found at www.nawas.com/terms-and-conditions. You should read our Terms and Conditions including our cancellation 
policies in their entirety before making any booking. If you are unable to access the Terms and Conditions on the NAWAS website, you must 
contact us in writing prior to booking the tour so that we may send you a copy by mail.  You acknowledge that this tour has tour-specific condi-
tions that are detailed in the “Tour-Specific Information” section of this brochure and that these details are hereby made a part of your agree-
ment with us and with our Terms and Conditions. By signing this form, you acknowledge that you have visited the aforementioned web ad-
dress where our Terms and Conditions are located and that you have read our Terms and Conditions in their entirety, fully understand them, 
and agree to them.  If unable to access the NAWAS website, you acknowledge that you have contacted us prior to booking the tour, received a 
copy of our Terms and Conditions and read our Terms and Conditions in their entirety, fully understand them, and agree to them. You under-
stand that the air-inclusive tour you are purchasing is subject to supplemental price increases that may be imposed after the date of purchase. 
Post-purchase price increases may be applied due to additional costs imposed by a supplier or government. You acknowledge that you may 
be charged additional sums by Nawas International Travel Service, Inc. to offset increased fees, taxes, airline imposed international surcharg-
es, fluctuations in foreign exchange markets or any combination thereof along with any other items as outlined in our Terms and Conditions. 
You hereby consent to any post-purchase price increases and authorize Nawas International Travel Service, Inc. to charge yourself and all 
members of your traveling party for such additional amounts.  For purchasers within CA: By signing this form you acknowledge that you have 
read the applicable California disclosures in our Terms and Conditions.  

ACCOMMODATIONS DESIRED: 

□ double room sharing with __________________ 

□ single room ($995 extra per person) 
 

Enclosed is my check for $     as 
Deposit ($500 per person) for       person(s) 


