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PRELUDE        Lift Up Your Heads  Jan Bender

OPENING HYMN (Congregation rising)        (LSB Hymn 341, v. 1-3)
Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates! Behold, the King of glory waits.
The King of kings is drawing near; the Savior of the world is here.
Life and salvation He doth bring; therefore rejoice and gladly sing.
To God the Father raise Your joyful songs of praise.

A righteous Helper comes to thee; His chariot is humility,
His kingly crown is holiness, His scepter, pity in distress.
The end of all our woe He brings; therefore the earth is glad and sings.
To Christ the Savior raise Your grateful hymns of praise.

How blest the land, the city blest, where Christ the ruler is confessed!
O peaceful hearts and happy homes to whom this King in triumph comes!
The cloudless sun of joys is He who comes to set His people free.
To God the Spirit raise Your happy shouts of praise.

INVOCATION and ANTIPHONS
P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P Blessed is He who comes as King, who comes in the name of the Lord.
C Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth.
P I will hear what the Lord God has to say – a voice that speaks for peace.
C Peace for all people, for those who turn to Him in their hearts.
P His help is near for those who fear Him, and His glory will live in our land.
C Blessed is He who comes as King, who comes in the name of the Lord.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
P O Emmanuel, our King and our Lord, the One anointed for the nations and their

Savior:
C Come and save us, O Lord our God.

HYMN    (LSB 341, v. 5)
Redeemer, come and open wide my heart to Thee; here, Lord abide!
O enter with Thy grace divine; Thy face of mercy on me shine.
Thy Holy Spirit guide us on until our glorious goal is won.
Eternal praise and fame we offer to Thy name.

2



READING        2 Samuel 7:4, 8-13
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

CHANCEL CHOIR ANTHEM     O Come, Emmanuel         Alice Parker
O come, O come Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel

that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice, Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by Thine advent here;
disperse the gloomy clouds of night. And death’s dark shadows put to flight...

O come, Thou Key of David, come, and open wide our heav’nly home;
make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery...

READING      Isaiah 60:1-3, 19-20
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

CHANCEL CHOIR ANTHEM         The Only Son From Heaven    J. S. Bach
The only Son from heaven, foretold by ancient seers,

by God the Father given, in human form appears.
No sphere His light confining, no star so brightly shining as He, our Morning Star.

O time of God appointed, O bright and holy morn!
He comes, the King anointed, the Christ, the virgin-born,

grim death to vanquish for us, to open heaven before us and bring us life again.

PSALM 98 (Read responsively)
L Sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things;
C His right hand and His holy arm have worked salvation for Him.
L The Lord has made His salvation known and revealed His righteousness to the

nations.
C He has remembered His love and His faithfulness to Israel; all the ends of

the earth have seen the salvation of our God.
L Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth, burst into jubilant song with music;
C make music to the Lord with the harp, with the harp and the sound of

singing,
L with trumpets and the blast of the ram’s horn – shout for joy before the Lord,

the King.
C Let the sea resound, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it.
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L Let the rivers clap their hands, let the mountains sing together for joy;
C let them sing before the Lord, for He comes to judge the earth.
L He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples with equity.

YOUTH CHOIR ANTHEM     Dance and Sing Hal Hopson
Dance and sing, for the Lord will be with us. Glory, Hallelujah.

Peace and justice soon will be with us. Glory, Hallelujah.
Clap your hands and sing: Glory, Hallelujah. Joyful voices ring. Glory, Hallelujah.

Soon a Son will come through Jesse. His delight shall be the Lord.
He shall reign with truth and justice. Come, O Savior, come...

Wolf and lamb shall rest together; calf and lion shall join as friends.
Peace shall come to all the nations. Come, O Savior, come...

READING        Jeremiah 33:12-16
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

HANDBELL MEDITATION       The Moon of Wintertime   Ringham/Eithun

HYMN      (LSB Hymn 359, v. 1 & 4)
Lo, how a rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse’s lineage coming as prophets long have sung,
it came, a flow’ret bright, amid the cold of winter,
when half-spent was the night.

O Savior, child of Mary, who felt our human woe;
O Savior, King of glory, who dost our weakness know:
Bring us at length we pray to the bright courts of heaven,
and to the endless day.

READING        Luke 1:26-35
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

CHANCEL CHOIR ANTHEM   My Soul Gives Glory (Magnificat)     Carl Schalk
My soul gives glory to the Lord, in God my Savior I rejoice.
My lowliness He did regard, exalting me by His own choice.

From this day all shall call me blest, for He has done great things for me,
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of all great names His is the best, for it is holy; strong is He.
His mercy goes to all who fear, from age to age and to all parts.

His arm of strength to all is near; He scatters those who have proud hearts.
He casts the mighty from their throne and raises those of low degree;

He feeds the hungry as His own. The rich depart in poverty.
He raised His servant Israel, rememb’ring His eternal grace,
as from of old He did foretell to Abraham and all His race.

O Father, Son, and Spirit blest, in three-fold Name are You adored.
To You be ev’ry prayer addressed, from age to age, the only Lord.

READING  Matthew 1:18-24
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.

H.S. CHOIR ANTHEM  Night of Silence      Daniel Kantor
Cold are the people, winter of life; we tremble in shadows this cold endless night.

Frozen in the snow lie roses sleeping, flowers that will echo the sunrise;
fire of hope is our only warmth: weary, its flame will be dying soon.

Voice in the distance, call in the night; on wind you enfold us, you speak of the light.
Gentle on the ear you whisper softly rumors of a dawn so embracing;

breathless love awaits darkened souls: soon will we know of the morning.
Spirit among us, shine like the star;

Your light that guides shepherds and kings from afar
shimmer in the sky so empty, lonely, rising in the warmth of the Son’s love;

star unknowing of night and day: Spirit, we wait for the loving Son.
© 1984 GIA Publications

READING          Luke 2:8-15
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.

HYMN O Little Town of Bethlehem   arr. Hal Hopson
Choir: O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shining the everlasting light;
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.
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All: For Christ is born of Mary and gathered all above,
while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wond’ring love,
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth;
and praises sing to God the King, and peace to all on earth.

Choir: How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is giv’n!
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of His heav’n.
No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin,
where meek souls will receive Him, still the dear Christ enters in.

All: O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;
cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel.

READING        Luke 2:16-20
L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God. 

HANDBELL FANFARE Joy to the World     Jeffrey Honoré

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  (Congregation rising)
P Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P And now, as our Lord and Savior has taught us, we are bold to pray:
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

OFFERING/HANDBELL VOLUNTARY  Canon in D Johann Pachelbel

READING       John 1:1-5,14
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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CHANCEL CHOIR ANTHEM  Come, All You Worthy Gentlemen  Myron Casner
Come, all you worthy gentlemen that might be standing by,

Christ, our blessed Savior was born on Christmas Day.
The blessed virgin Mary unto the Lord did say,
Oh, we wish you the comfort and tidings of joy.

Christ, our blessed Savior now in the manger lay,
He’s lying in the manger while oxen feed on hay...

God bless the ruler of this house, and long on may he reign,
and many happy Christmases he live to see again!

God bless our generation, who live both far and near,
and we wish them a happy new year!

CLOSING PRAYER (Congregation rising)
P Almighty God, You made Yourself known to us through Your Son and have

filled us with the light of Christ. As He came among us to show us the way of
peace, let the light of our faith shine in all that we do; through the same Jesus
Christ, Your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

BENEDICTION     
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be

gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
C Amen.

CLOSING HYMN    (LSB Hymn 377, v. 1, 3-4)
On Christmas night all Christians sing to hear the news the angels bring;
On Christmas night all Christians sing to hear the news the angels bring:
News of great joy, news of great mirth, news of our merciful King’s birth.

When sin departs before His grace, then life and health come in its place;
When sin departs before His grace, then life and health come in its place.
Angels and men with joy may sing, all for to see the newborn King.

All out of darkness we have light, which made the angels sing this night;
All out of darkness we have light, which made the angels sing this night:
“Glory to God and peace to men now and forevermore. Amen.”
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DISMISSAL
P Go in peace to serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE          Sussex Carol        Brian Glyncannon

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * **
Thank you to all of our choirs and instrumentalists!

GUEST MUSICIANS
Suzanne Wagor and Yang Sun Kim, violin
Joseph Dermody, viola; Carlo Pellettieri, cello

CHANCEL CHOIR
Betty Geiling, Hannah Geiling, Joshua Geiling, Chris Gleason, George Heath,
Lorelei Heath, Beverley Lorie, Kate Marino, Kristin Pimentel, Jennifer Schell
Podoll, Nora Podoll, Matthew Silver, Daryl Story, Mindy Warnken 

YOUTH CHOIR
Kaitlyn Clark, Mara Collins, Brayden Giordano, Natalie Giordano, Esther Linn,
Violet Linn, Gianna Miro, Mackenzie Nelson, Noelle Perotto, Elise Vargas, Jade
Wong-Gonzalez

HIGH SCHOOL CHOIR
Zachary Gleason, Audrey Heath, Henry Podoll, Jillian Rooney, Claire Story, Janelle
Sullivan

VILLAGE BELLS
Jackie Bunn, Evelyn Cea, Ruth DeRosa, Betty-Ann Gotte, Marcia Kollmann, Anne
Losee, Eileen Mahoney, Diane Snyder

VLC BRASS
George Heath and Michael Schultz, trumpet
Chris Gleason, trombone

ORGANISTS
Marcia Kollmann, Deborah Reiss

Thank you to the Story Family for their financial support of our music ministry and this service.
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