
 

  

Lesson 1 
Les Misérables By Victor Hugo 

Main Characters 
 
• Jean Valjean  
• Inspector Javert 
• Cossette, Fantine’s Daughter  
• Fantine, the prostitute, Cossette’s mother  
• Maris  
• The Bishop 
• Sister Simplice-Nun, who works for Valjean  
• Fauchelevent, the gardener (man under the cart) 
• The Thenardiers-inn keepers who are watching Cossette  

 
Directions: When answering, please explain your responses in 
detail.  You may type or handwrite your responses 
1) What do you think the quote at the beginning of the movie means? 
 
  
 
 
 
 
2) Do you think Jean Valjean was correct to steal the bread? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3) Compare the moral beliefs of Jean Valjean and Javert. How do their views 

of justice differ? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

4) How did the bishop affect justice by refusing to press charges against 
Jean Valjean? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5) Do you think Valjean let go of the rope on purpose or by accident? If on 

purpose, do you think he helped that man so he could escape? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6) During a conversation with Valjean, Javert apologizes for his actions and 

states that there are two types of people in the world. Explain what those 
two types are, what/who he is talking about, and whether you agree with 
his statement. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7) In conjunction with the first conversation between Javert and Valjean, 

once Javert learns who Valjean really is, his tone changes.  Why do you 
think that is? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

8) When Valjean reveals his true identity to save an innocent man, what 
ethical principles guide his decision? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9) At what point in the conversation with Javert do you think Valjean's 

housekeeper (Sister Simplice) actually lied? What do you think led her to 
lie? Was it moral or immoral for her to lie? What did Jean Valjean think of 
her lie? What led Inspector Javert to refuse to believe she could ever lie? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10) Javert also witnessed the three times that Valjean helped to save 

someone. Why do you think Valjean did that while Javert did not? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11) While in prison, Valjean says, "I'll kill you," to Javert. Later, he has the 

opportunity. Why does he not do it? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

12) In deciding to commit suicide, what issue did Inspector Javert face? 
What choices did he have, and what choice did he make? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
13) Victor Hugo's story title is Les Misérables, which means "the miserable 

ones" or "the destitute." Who in the story was "miserable" or "destitute"? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
14) In what ways does Valjean demonstrate personal transformation 

throughout the film? Provide examples. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15) Should the law always be followed strictly, as Javert believes, or 

should compassion sometimes override the law?  Explain your reasoning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

16) Do you believe society bears responsibility for the suffering 
experienced by characters like Fantine? Why or why not? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
17) If you were in Javert’s position, would you have pursued Valjean the 

same way? Why or why not? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
18) What lessons about human dignity, compassion, or justice can modern 

society learn from this story? 
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