Books of the Bible
(chronological order of writing and events)
Old Testament (c. 1445 BC – 400 BC)
Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy (written by Moses c. 1445–1405 BC) = The Pentateuch covers a time span of thousands of years stretching from the literal creation of the universe down to the edge of the Promised Land that includes events from creation to approx. 1400 BC.
Job (written c. 1440–700 BC: text production aligns with the ancient Patriarchal customs, long lifespans, and zero knowledge of the Mosaic Law) = While the date of final composition of the book is widely dated, the events themselves are set in the patriarchal era, roughly contemporary with Abraham (c. 2000-1800 BC). Human beings cannot fully comprehend God's justice or the reasons for suffering, yet they are called to trust in His sovereignty and wisdom rather than relying on a simplistic view of retribution. 
Psalms (written c. 1440–400 BC) = Comprised of five parts, it is collection of songs and prayers, it teaches that all human emotions—from praise and joy to anger and deep lament—can be brought to Yahweh God.
Joshua (written c. 1405–1375 BC) = God is faithful in keeping His promises by giving Israel the Promised Land, demonstrating His power through the conquest, and establishing them in the land, provided they remain faithful to the covenant covering events from c. 1406-1375 BC.
Judges (written c. 1045–1000 BC) = When people reject God and "do what is right in their own eyes," society descends into chaotic self-destruction, highlighting the desperate need for a righteous king covering events from 1370-1041 BC.
Ruth (written c. 1011–931 BC) = God’s sovereign providence and covenant faithfulness through the loyalty, kindness, and obedience of ordinary and “unlikely” people to redeem lives and accomplish His divine purposes covering events during the period of the judges likely between 1160-1100 BC.
Samuel (written c. 930–722 BC) = God’s absolute sovereignty in establishing Israel's monarchy, highlighting that true leadership requires obedience, humility, and a heart focused on God rather than outward appearance covering events from c. 1120-970 BC.
Kings (written c. 560–540 BC) = A theological history of kings from the unified and divided kingdoms of the Hebrews from ~1100-560 BC.
Proverbs (written c. 970–200 BC) = A "collection of collections" from various writers and periods articulating that true wisdom begins with the "fear of the LORD" (reverence and obedience to God) and that this godly wisdom must be applied to every practical aspect of daily life to live a righteous, successful, and upright life. It contrasts the paths of wisdom and folly to show that fearing God leads to life, while ignoring Him leads to ruin.
Song of Solomon translated Song of Songs - Hebrew: Shir ha-shirim  (written c. 960–931 BC) = a celebration of the passionate, exclusive, and marital love between a man and a woman, portraying sexual intimacy as a good and godly gift. It highlights emotional longing, mutual desire, and loyalty as a reflection of divine, covenantal love.
Jonah (written c. 780–750 BC) = God’s mercy to Nineveh (the capital of Assyria).Pre-Exilic
Assyrian Period
c. 845-700 BC

Amos (written c. 760–750 BC) = Justice and warning to Isreal (northern kingdom).
Hosea (written c. 750–715 BC) = God’s faithfulness to unfaithful Israel, he prophesied of Assyrian attack 30-40 years before exile.
Isaiah (written c. 740–680 BC) = Comfort, Messiah, and Judgement as Assyria loomed.Assyrian Exilic
Period
c. 720- 609 BC

Micah (written c. 735–700 BC) = Warns Judean kings Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah of the rising threat of Assyria. The Northern Kingdom capital of Samaria fell to Assyria    ~722 BC.
Nahum (written c. 650–612 BC) = Prophecies the fall of Nineveh (Assyria’s capital) in 612 BC.Transition Period between fall of Assyria and rise of Babylon 
c. 625-609 BC

Zephaniah (written c. 630–625 BC) = A warning of coming judgment on Judah prior to the Babylonian rise. Jerusalem fell to Babylon in 586 BC.
Habakkuk (written c. 612–606 BC) = A unique dialogue with God, questioning why He would use a wicked nation like Babylon to judge Judah.
Jeremiah (written c. 627–580 BC) = Known as the "weeping prophet," he warned of  Jerusalem’s imminent fall and a 70-year Babylonian exile due to unfaithfulness but promised a "New Covenant" and future restoration covering the period of c. 630-580.
Obadiah (written c. 586-553 BC) = A prophecy of the “Day of the Lord” against Edom for their pride and cruelty toward Judah during the Babylonian destruction c. 586 BC.
Lamentations (written c. 586 BC) = Attributed to Jeremiah and written after the fall of Jerusalem, this poetic book captures the deep grief and mourning of the destroyed city and Temple yet acknowledging God’s righteous judgment.Babylonian Exilic
Period
c. 586-538 BC

Ezekiel (written c. 593–571 BC) = While in exile, he used vivid vision focusing on God's glory, individual responsibility, and emphasizing God’s restoration.
Daniel (written c. 550–530 BC) = Demonstrates God’s absolute sovereignty over all earthly empires and highlights His eternal kingdom.
Haggai (written c. 520–480 BC) = Challenges the returned exiles to prioritize rebuilding God’s Temple over their own personal comfort.Post-Exilic Babylonian/ rise of Persian Empire 
Period
c. 538-539 BC

Zechariah (written c. 520–480 BC) = Encourages the rebuilding of the Temple with visions of the coming Messiah and the future glory of Jerusalem.
Joel (written c. 500-350 BC) = Focuses heavily on Jerusalem (Zion) and Temple worship using a severe locust plague as a call to repentance and a warning of the "Day of the Lord," promising restoration if the people return to God.
Malachi (written c. 440–430 BC) = Addressed the apathy of the returned exiles, challenging them to return to the Lord, honor the covenant, and trust God's love.
Esther (written c. 474–400 BC) = The providence and sovereignty of God working behind the scenes to protect His people, even when He seems absent, Esther covers a roughly 10-year period from approximately 483–473 BC, taking place in Susa, Persia, during the reign of King Ahasuerus (most commonly identified as Xerxes I, who ruled 486–465 BC). This era falls between the first return of Jewish exiles (Ezra 6) and the second return under Ezra (Ezra 7).
Ezra (written c. 460–440 BC) = Focused on rebuilding the temple and restoring proper worship, Ezra commanded the people to separate from foreign marriages to align with God's law covering events from 537-467BC.
Nehemiah (written c. 440–400 BC) = His message linked physical labor with spiritual vigilance, demonstrating that God works through administrative leadership and prayer covering a period of 15–20 years, beginning around 445–444 BC, and ending sometime around 430–425 BC.
Ecclesiastes (written c. 450–180 BC) = Written in a post-exilic era, life "under the sun" apart from God is hevel  (meaningless, fleeting, or a vapor) because it is unpredictable, unfair, and ends in death. The conclusion is to fear God, keep His commandments, and enjoy life’s simple gifts (work, food, joy) as blessings from Yahweh God.
Chronicles (written c. 450–425 BC) = Summary of events from c.1010-586 BC to post Babylonian exile to       ~ c. 538 BC.


Legend: Poetry / History / Law / Minor Prophets / Major Prophets

New Testament (c. 45 AD – 100 AD)
James (written c. 45–49 AD) = Centers on practical Christian wisdom, emphasizing that genuine faith must be demonstrated through actionable, righteous living, often summarized as “faith without works is dead.”General Epistle

Matthew (written c. 50–60 AD) = Based on testimony as a disciple of Jesus, writing that Jesus is the promised Messiah, the “Son of David,” King of the Jews.
Mark (written c. 50–60 AD) = Based on first-hand witness testimony on presenting Jesus as the authoritative Son of God (Greek: Huios tou Theou)and the suffering servant.Gospels

Luke (written c. 60–85 AD) = Based on first-hand witness testimony about the ministry of Jesus (~30-33 AD).
John (written c. 90–100 AD) = Based on testimony as a disciple on the ministry of Jesus (~30-33 AD) adding to the Gospel events; however, the time of writing connects this book to the last five book in the NT, which are written by John.
Galatians (written c. 49–50 AD)
1st Thessalonians (written c. 50-51 AD)Paul’s Epistles to Churches

2nd Thessalonians (written c. 50–52 AD)
1st Corinthians (written c. 53-55 AD)
2nd Corinthians (written c. 55–56 AD)
Romans (written c. 56–58 AD) 
Ephesians (written c. 60-62 AD) = Church EpistlePaul’s Prison Epistles

Philippians (written c. 61-62 AD) = Church Epistle
Colossians = (written c. 60-62 AD) = Church Epistle
Philemon (written c. 60–62 AD) = Letter to friend
Acts (written c. 62–85 AD) = The writer is unknow but is often coupled with Paul’s epistles.History
Paul’s Letter to Friends

Titus (written c. 62–64 AD)
1st Timothy (written c. 63-65 AD)General Epistle

1st Peter (written c. 62–65 AD) Paul’s Letter to Friends

2nd Timothy (written c. 64–67 AD) 
2nd Peter (written 64-68 AD)General Epistles

Jude (written c. 65–67 AD) 
Hebrews (written c. 67–69 AD) 
1st John (written c. 90-95 AD) General Epistles

2nd John (written c. 85-90 AD)
3rd John (written c. 90-95 AD) Apocalyptic

Revelation (written c. 95–96 AD)
Legend: History / Paul’s Epistles to friends / General Epistles / Paul’s Epistles to Churches / Apocalyptic
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