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Reading Through the Bible Week 13:  Judges & Ruth 

 
Overview:  
The Book of Judges, more than any other book of the Bible, illustrates the way the 
power of God is available to ordinary and disobedient people to accomplish his 
purposes. The term “Judges” is a poor rendering of the Hebrew. The Hebrew word 
translated as "Judges" in the Book of Judges is shoftim (שופטים). It is the plural form 
of shofet (שופט), which is derived from the Semitic root Š-P-Ṭ ( ט-פ -ש ), meaning "to put in 
order."  The complete Hebrew title for the book is Sefer Shoftim ( שׁוֹפְטִים  סֵפֶר ). Note that 
the Hebrew word, dayyan, is used for modern legal judges, while shofet is specific to the 
ancient, charismatic leaders described in the book. The Book of Judges is a sobering 
narrative of Israel’s moral and spiritual decline following the death of Joshua. It 
represents a dramatic shift from the faith-driven obedience of Joshua’s generation to a 
chaotic era marked by spiritual amnesia with the phrase "everyone did what was right in 
his own eyes" repeated throughout the book. It is because Joshua specifically 
instructed them: "When your children ask... 'What do these stones mean?' then you shall 
tell them, 'Israel crossed over this Jordan on dry land.'" The purpose was for the 
generation that witnessed God's power to pass the knowledge of His faithfulness to the 
next generation, ensuring they would fear the Lord forever. This new generation did not 
personally experience the Red Sea or the Jordan crossing, and the older generation 
failed to transfer the faith, turning the living relationship with God into empty history. 
The disaster of the Judges era begins in Judges 2:10, which records that after Joshua 
and his contemporaries died, "another generation arose after them, who did not know  
Yahweh (substituted as “the LORD”) nor the work which He had done for Israel." 

The Book of Ruth is a four-chapter Old Testament narrative showcasing God’s 
providence, loyalty (hesed Hebrew: חֶסֶד), and redemption amid tragedy during the time of 
the Judges. It follows Ruth, a Moabite widow, who displays immense loyalty to her 
mother-in-law, Naomi, and finds protection under Boaz, their kinsman-redeemer. Ruth’s 
devotion leads from emptiness to restoration, positioning her as an ancestor of King 
David and Jesus Christ. The Book of Ruth is a narrative of redemption, set against the 
dark, chaotic backdrop of the time of the Judges in Israel. It tells how an Israelite family, 
seeking refuge from famine in the foreign land of Moab, experiences profound tragedy, 
only to be restored by the unwavering loyalty of a non-Israelite woman. It highlights 
God's providence, working through ordinary people—including a faithful foreigner—to 
weave them into the royal lineage of King David and, ultimately, Jesus Christ. 

Theme: 
The Book of Judges focuses on Israel's covenant failure, moral decay, and lawlessness 
during a dark period where "everyone did what was right in their own eyes," highlighting 
a need for righteous leadership. Conversely, the Book of Ruth, set in the same era, 
highlights loyalty, redemption, and faithfulness to God, serving as a bright contrast of 
faith. 
 
 



Sunday Morning Bible Class: 29 Mar 2026 
Teacher: Dr. David Utzke  ~ 2 of 22 ~ 

                   https://atbethel.church/sunday-adult-bible-study     

Narrative Arc: 
While the Book of Ruth and the Book of Judges share the same historical setting, their 
narrative arcs are vastly different. The Book of Ruth follows a "despair-to-restoration" 
arc, tracing Naomi and Ruth’s journey from widowhood and famine in Moab to security 
and joy in Bethlehem via Boaz’s loyalty, culminating in the birth of David's ancestor. 
Conversely, the Book of Judges follows a "downward spiral" arc of increasing national 
moral decay, cyclical sin, and chaotic violence. 
 
 

Reading Judges and Ruth together provides critical context. The Book of Judges and 
the Book of Ruth are inextricably linked by their shared historical setting, with Ruth's 
narrative beginning "in the days when the judges ruled," while Judges portrays a broad, 
national cycle of spiritual decline and military struggle.  

There is also a significant obedience, and a faith dichotomy between the two books. 
Ruth offers a focused, intimate look at personal faithfulness and redemption as Ruth 
takes place during the chaotic, lawless period of the Judges (Ruth 1:1), it but serves as 
a bright contrast to its spiritual and moral darkness during which Judges depicts 
rampant sin and social decay. Ruth highlights faithfulness, covenant obedience, and 
God’s providence, ultimately providing the righteous lineage of King David. So, reading 
the books of Ruth and Judges demands special considerations. 

The Book of Judges requires understanding its theological structure rather than strict 
chronology, focusing on a repeating cycle of sin, oppression, crying out, and 
deliverance. It is a "narrative wisdom" text highlighting a tailspin of depravity where 
"everyone did what was right in their own eyes" (Judg. 17:6). This is in significant 
contrast to leadership under Joshua who emphasized obedience and faith to the nation 
of Israel. 

When reading the Book of Judges there are several special considerations due to its 
structure, morality, and historical timeline, which are notably different from other biblical 
books because it is a theological, rather than purely chronological narrative. The time 
period covered by the Book of Judges is approximately 300 to 410 years, depending on 
how the biblical data is interpreted. It spans the era between the death of Joshua and 
the establishment of the monarchy under King Saul. Calculating the exact duration is 
difficult because some judges may have ruled simultaneously in different regions, and 
some periods of peace might overlap with periods of oppression. Common views on the 
span of years include and estimate of 300-years with many scholars citing this as the 
general duration based on Jephthah's statement in Judges 11:26, which mentions Israel 
had occupied its territory for 300 years by his time. However, we can calculate there 
were 410-years if all individual years of oppression and "rest" recorded in the book are 
added sequentially are totaled. But the figure of 450-years comes from Paul’s sermon in 
Acts 13:20, though modern interpretations vary on whether this refers strictly to the 
judges or a broader historical period. 
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In all, the calendar dates for this period are typically placed within the ranges of 
approximately 1380 BC to 1050 BC (early date view) and approximately 1200 BC to 
1020 BC (late date view). The book begins shortly after Joshua's death (c. 1380–1350 
BC) and concludes just before the rise of Samuel, the last judge, who anointed Saul as 
the first king (c. 1050–1020 BC). 

Reading the Book of Judges requires navigating a "dark age" of Israelite history 
characterized by severe violence, moral decay, and political fragmentation. To properly 
interpret this book, special consideration must be given to its unique literary structure, 
its function as a warning rather than a rulebook, and its theological purpose in pointing 
toward the need for a righteous king.  

Key considerations for reading Judges: 
1. Recognize the "Downward Spiral" Cycle  

The book is famous for a recurring four-part cycle that describes Israel's history 
during this period:  
 Sin: The people abandon God for local idols (like Baal and Asherah). 
 Oppression: God allows neighboring nations to conquer them as a consequence. 
 Repentance: In their misery, the Israelites cry out to God for help. 
 Deliverance: God raises a "judge" (a regional military leader or "deliverer") to save 

the tribe. 
Crucially, this is not just a circle, but a downward spiral; each cycle sees the people 
and their leaders becoming increasingly corrupt.  

2. View Judges as "Deliverers," Not Role Models  
The term "judge" (Hebrew shophet) in this context refers to regional military or 
political chieftains, not courtroom officials. While some are listed as heroes of faith 
in the New Testament (Hebrews 11), they are often deeply flawed:  
 Gideon starts faithfully but ends his life making an idol and murdering fellow 

Israelites. 
 Samson is a "tragic hero" driven more by personal revenge and lust than by 

national leadership. 
 Jephthah makes a rash, tragic vow involving his own daughter.  

3. Understand the Theological Structure 
The book is organized theologically rather than chronologically:  
 The Framework: It features a "ring composition" or tripartite structure: a dual 

introduction (1:1–3:6), the body of judge narratives (3:7–16:31), and a dual 
conclusion (17:1–21:25). 

 The Polemic: The book contains a pro-Judah and anti-Saulide polemic, preparing 
the reader for the eventual rise of King David by highlighting the failures of other 
tribes and regions.  

4. Read the Conclusion as the Climax of Chaos  
The final chapters (17–21) do not feature any judges. Instead, they depict the total 
moral and spiritual collapse of the nation. This section repeats a key refrain: "In 
those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes". 
This reinforces the book's primary purpose: to show the desperate need for a 
righteous king.  
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5. Contextualize the Violence 
The Book of Judges is intentionally designed to be unsettling, using its blunt, violent 
accounts to show the chaos that ensues without righteous leadership and 
allegiance to God. The extreme violence and "grotesque" accounts are intended to 
show what happens when a society abandons God's covenant. Modern readers are 
encouraged to view these as descriptive (what happened) rather 
than prescriptive (what should happen). 

The Book of Ruth, which appears to occur in the early period of the judges (Ruth 1:1), 
after the conquest of Jericho. The reader requires an understanding of its context 
during the turbulent time of the Judges, viewing it as a 4-act play, and recognizing God’s 
quiet providence through human kindness rather than loud miracles. The book also 
holds practical lessons on challenging cultural barriers, as Ruth was a Moabite (a 
traditional enemy) who showed incredible loyalty, which challenges readers to consider 
overcoming their own barriers in their journey with God. Ruth offers a focused, intimate 
look at personal faithfulness and redemption during the era of national spiritual decline 
and military struggle within Israel. 

Reading the Book of Ruth includes focusing on Naomi’s journey from bitterness to 
restoration, acknowledging the cultural risks for vulnerable women, and recognizing 
Ruth’s status as a faithful foreigner.  

Key Considerations for Reading Ruth: 
1. Historical Context (The Dark Backdrop): These events occur during the chaotic 

time of the Judges, a period marked by moral decay, making the loyalty and 
kindness shown in Ruth even more striking. 

2. A Four-Act Drama: 
Act 1: Moab (Despair): Naomi loses her family and faces total loss. 
Act 2: Grainfields (Curiosity): Ruth meets Boaz; the theme of redemption begins. 
Act 3: The Threshing Floor (Hope): A risky move by Ruth to secure a future. 
Act 4: The Town Gate (Elation): Final marriage and family restoration. 

3. Character Study of Naomi: Naomi is considered a central figure, moving from 
emptiness/bitterness to being filled. Her journey shows howGod’s providence often 
works in the background during personal tragedy. 

4. Understanding Cultural Risks: As a poor, foreign widow, Ruth was in great danger. 
The threat of assault and the vulnerability of being "strangers" is a real backdrop in 
the account. 

5. The Concept of "Kinship Redemption": Understand that Boaz is a "kinsman-
redeemer," a crucial legal concept where a relative saves a family from poverty and 
ensures their legacy continues. 

6. A Chronicle of God's Grace: The book focuses on God's providence and 
redemption, demonstrating that he works through daily actions rather than 
dramatic interventions.  
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The following outline combines and explores the inextricably linked shared historical 
setting of the Books of Judges and Ruth from the context of theology, hermeneutics, 
synchronism, and theodicy. These two books are traditionally linked in the biblical 
canon as a study in contrast with Judges demonstrating the chaos of covenant 
disobedience, while Ruth demonstrates the quiet restoration of covenant loyalty.  

I. The Context: A Nation in Decline (Judges 1–2): This commentary outline covers 
Judges chapters 1 and 2, which serve as a dual introduction to the book, detailing the 
transition from Joshua’s leadership to a period of incomplete conquest, compromise, 
and moral decline. Judges 1-2 centers on the theological failure of partial 
obedience and the sovereign faithfulness of God, illustrating a transition from the 
conquest of the land to the downward spiritual spiral of the people 
through syncretism and moral relativism. 
A. Theology (Study of God) - Covenant Compromise and Crisis 

 The Continued Mandate (1:1-2): Despite Joshua’s death, the theological 
necessity of driving out Canaanite idolatry remains. God dictates that Judah 
leads, highlighting a shift toward tribe-specific responsibility rather than 
centralized, unified action. Despite the impending failure, God remains active, 
directing the tribe of Judah to initiate the fight (1:1-2), demonstrating that victory 
depends on divine promise rather than mere strength.  

 Partial Obedience as Disobedience (1:1-36): Judah shows early success (v. 1-
20), but the chapter quickly lists failures (Benjamin, Manasseh, Ephraim, Zebulun, 
Asher, Naphtali, Dan). Theologically, "partial obedience" is defined as 
disobedience when God requires full dedication, particularly in covenant matters. 

 Covenant Faithfulness - The Angel of the Lord at Bochim (2:1-5): In Judges 2:1, 
God reaffirms, "I will never break my covenant with you," highlighting His 
enduring mercy even when Israel is faithless. In addition, the Angel of the LORD 
appears at Bochim (2:1-5) to reaffirm that Yahwey has kept His covenant 
promises, but Israel has broken the covenant by failing to drive out the 
Canaanites and tearing down their altars. A theophany warns that Israel's failure 
is not merely military, but a violation of the covenant. God stops assisting them, 
which is a significant departure from the victories of Joshua. 

 The Need for The King (2:6-23): The transition from the generation that "knew 
the LORD" to a new generation that "did not know the LORD" underscores the 
failure of the theocratic structure and sets the stage for a desperate need for a 
righteous leader (foreshadowing the monarchy). God raises up deliverers 
(Judges) out of mercy, not because Israel deserves it, to save them from 
oppression. Rather than assigning a human king, the text emphasizes that 
Yahweh is the true Judge and King of Israel. 

 The Pattern of Redemption: These chapters introduce the "Cycle of Sin"—(sin, 
oppression, groaning, and deliverance demonstrating God’s persistent grace in 
response to His people’s misery.  
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B. Hermeneutic (Interpretive Framework) - Interpreting the Cycle of Decline:  
 Two-Part Introduction: 
o Chapter 1 (Historical/Military Approach): Analyzes the failure to finish the 

conquest, demonstrating the consequences of human effort detached from full 
obedience. 

o Chapter 2 (Theological/Prophetic Approach): Interprets the historical events of 
Chapter 1, explaining the cycle of sin, oppression, repentance, and deliverance. 

 Soteriological (study of Salvation) Lens: The flawed judges, who offer only 
temporal deliverance, point to the need for a perfect, eternal Deliverer—the 
Messiah. 

 Interpretive Context: Judges must be contextually interpreted as a warning: 
"what you tolerate will eventually dominate." The narrative serves as a warning 
that those who do not "drive out" (remove) sinful influences are eventually 
"enslaved" by them. 

 Cyclical Narrative: The text must be read as a "downward spiral" rather than a 
simple circle; each cycle leaves Israel in a worse spiritual state than before. 

 The "Downward Spiral" Theme: The book moves from partial failure (Ch. 1) to 
spiritual apathy (Ch. 2), to anarchy (end of book), showing that spiritual life 
without strong leadership degenerates.  

 Double Introduction: Chapter 1 provides a "from-the-ground" historical 
perspective of military failure, while chapter 2 provides a "from-above" 
theological explanation for why those failures occurred. 

 Typological Connections: Many commentators, such as Matthew Henry, view the 
leadership of the tribe of Judah in Judges 1:2 as a precursor to Christ, the "Lion 
of the tribe of Judah." 

C. Hamartiology (Study of Sin) - The Anatomy of Sin 
 The Nature of Sin (Omission & Commission): Israel’s sin is not just overt acts of 

evil, but the omission of driving out the Canaanites (Ch. 1). 
 The Progression of Sin: 
o Failure to Conquer (1:1-36): The tribes allowed the Canaanites to remain in 

their midst (1:21-36), leading to co-existence, syncretism, and eventual 
adopting assimilation into Canaanite culture and idolatry. 

o Coexistence (1:27-36): Allowing "forced labor" which implies coexistence 
rather than eradication. 

o Assimilation (2:1-3): Making covenants and intermarrying, which leads directly 
to idolatry (breaking the 1st/2nd Commandments). 

 The Sin of the "New Generation": A failure to transmit faith (2:10) leads to active 
rebellion, where the people "provoked the Lord to anger."    

 Partial Obedience as Disobedience: Chapter 1 lists the tribes' failure to fully drive 
out the Canaanites. In biblical terms, "failing to drive out" is interpreted as active 
disobedience to God's command. 
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 Moral Relativism: The period is defined by the phrase "everyone did what was 
right in his own eyes," signaling a shift from objective divine law to subjective 
desire. 

 Intergenerational Sin: Judges 2:10 records the rise of a generation that "did not 
know the Lord," showing how sin propagates through the failure of spiritual 
mentorship. A massive spiritual shift occurred in only one generation from 
serving the Lord in Joshua's time to following Baals and Ashtaroth (2:11-13). 

 Neglect of the Word: The new generation did not know the Lord or the works He 
had done (2:10) because the previous generation failed to teach their children 
properly. 

D. Syncretism (Blending of Faiths) - Blending with Canaanite Culture 
 Adultery Against Yahweh (2:11-13): The theological term for this is spiritual 

adultery. Israel did not completely abandon God, but tried to worship 
Him alongside Baal and Ashtoreth, attempting to syncretize the worship of the 
one true God with pagan practices (fertility cults). 

 Snares in the Land (2:3): The idols and practices of the remaining Canaanites 
became a "trap" (snare), seducing Israel into a "smorgasbord" of religious 
practices. 

 Economic Motives: The desire to keep Canaanites as "forced laborers" (1:28) 
brought pagan influences into the home, prioritizing economic convenience over 
spiritual purity.  

 Religious Compromise: Instead of remaining holy (set apart), Israel "moved in 
alongside" the Canaanites, adopting their social and religious practices. 

 Baal and Ashtaroth: Chapter 2 explicitly names the worship of these local deities 
as the point where Israel abandoned Yahweh for a "knock-off faith." 

 Blended Identity: Syncretism in Judges isn't always the total abandonment of 
Yahweh, but often the attempt to worship Him alongside idols, which the text 
classifies as spiritual adultery.  

E. Theodicy (Justice of God) - Divine Justice in the Midst of Failure 
 The Purpose of Leftover Enemies (2:20-23): God does not remove all the 

Canaanites but intentionally leaves them to test Israel (2:22). This answers why a 
loving God would allow pagan influence: it is a judgment on unfaithfulness, 
acting as a refining fire or a mechanism of discipline. 

 God’s Righteous Anger (2:14-15): The "disaster" or oppression they experience 
is not random, but directly attributed to God "handing them over" (a withdrawal of 
protection). 

 The Cycle of Mercy (2:16-19): Even in His anger, God sends "judges" as 
deliverers. This highlights the tension between Divine justice (the punishment) 
and Divine grace (the rescue), showing that God is compassionate despite 
Israel’s repetitive sin. 

 The Penalty of Non-Separation: The ultimate consequence is that the "thorns" 
(Canaanites) and the "traps" (their gods) bring misery, proving that sinful 
behavior inherently causes suffering. 
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 Divine Judgment as Discipline: The oppression by enemies is framed not as 
God's failure to protect, but as His active judgment to bring about repentance. 

 The Problem of "Thorns": In Judges 2:3, God declares He will no longer drive out 
the nations; they will become "thorns in your sides," justifying the presence of evil 
as a consequence of the people's choices. 

 Mercy Amidst Rebellion: The raising of judges (deliverers) proves that God’s 
justice is tempered by pity; He hears the "groaning" of the people even when they 
have not fully repented.  

II. The Cycle of the Judges (Judges 3–16): Judges 3-16 details the "Cycle of the 
Judges," a period of spiritual and political decline in Israel following the death of 
Joshua. This era is defined by the repetitive pattern of apostasy, oppression, crying 
out for help, and divine deliverance. 
A. Theology: The overarching theological message is that Yahweh alone is the Judge 

and King of Israel.  
 Divine Sovereignty in War: God often deliberately selected unconventional or 

weak tools such as the left-handed Ehud, the woman Deborah, Samson the 
flawed Nazarite, or Gideon “the least of his family” to deliver Israel, emphasizing 
that victory and deliverance was not by human might but by His power. 
o Ehud (3:15-30): God utilized a "left-handed" man, turning a supposed 

abnormality into a strategic weapon to assassinate Eglon, the King of Moab, as 
a "minister of divine justice". 

o Deborah/Barak (4-5): God showed His sovereignty over Canaanite military 
power by acting through a woman (Deborah) and a housewife (Jael). 

o Gideon (6-8): God reduced the army to 300 men to ensure the victory was 
attributed to Him, not human strength, and instructed Gideon to destroy the 
idols, re-asserting His kingship. 

o Samson (13-16): Despite Samson’s own lack of integrity, God used his brute 
strength to deliver his people from the Philistines, showcasing that God is a 
"faithful" God who brings deliverance despite human failings. 

 Theocratic Failure & Sovereign Grace: Judges 3-16 demonstrates the failure of 
Israel to live under Yahweh as King, yet highlights God’s faithfulness in raising up 
deliverers despite the people's unfaithfulness. 

 Progressive Degradation: The theology shows a downward spiral in the quality of 
judges and the spiritual state of Israel, moving from the faithful Othniel to the 
compromised Samson. 

B. Hermeneutics: In the hermeneutical context of Judges 3–16, "Raw and Real" 
refers to the book’s unflinching portrayal of an R-rated world characterized by 
"Rough, Raw, and Real" depictions of adultery, genocide, and betrayal. This section 
captures the "Canaanization" of Israelite society, where internal and external 
chaos reflect a steady downward spiral into sin and apostasy. 
 Literary Genre as Heroic Literature: Judges 3–16 utilizes heroic literature, 

highlighting the unique, often disturbing human characteristics of leaders. 
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These narratives are regional and focused on local tribal conflicts rather than 
national unity. 

 The Downward Spiral: The narrative of the judges (from Othniel to Samson) 
show a progressive deterioration in five areas: decreasing faith, increasing self-
interest, reduced tribal participation, harsher internal discipline, and divine 
frustration. 

 Narrative Wisdom Literature: Rather than simple moral tales, the text functions 
as narrative wisdom, displaying the same concerns for pain and failure found in 
Ecclesiastes. It "tells it like it is," showing that even the "best" leaders are flawed 
and vulnerable.  

 Literal vs. Moral: While seeking the "plain meaning" of the text, readers must 
recognize that Judges is not a collection of "nice stories" to promote good 
behavior. It reports dark realities—betrayal, assassination, and violence—to 
show God at work in a "messy" world. 

 New Testament Lens: A common hermeneutical rule is that the New Testament 
metaphorically mirrors the Old. For example, Ehud’s double-edged sword can be 
seen as a metaphor for the Word of God (Hebrews 4:12), which judges the heart. 

 Typological Foreshadowing: The judges are "minor saviors" pointing toward the 
ultimate need for a righteous King. The deliverer’s solitary action (e.g., Ehud, 
Samson) parallels Christ’s lone victory over sin. 

 Literary Structure (The "Spiral"): The accounts of Ehud and Shamgar (ch. 3) 
start the cycle; Deborah/Barak (ch. 4-5) broaden it; Gideon (ch. 6-8) marks the 
peak; Jephthah (ch. 10-12) shows internal conflict; Samson (ch. 13-16) shows 
personal degradation. 

 Contextual Interpretation: Ehud’s left-handedness is key, reversing cultural 
norms and demonstrating that God uses unique/unexpected traits for strategic 
advantage. These raw details underscore that God uses unexpected and 
unlikely people using unconventional methods (like a concealed 18-inch 
"dagger") to achieve deliverance.  

C. Hamartiology: Judges 3-16 provides a vivid study of sin as "missing the mark" of 
God's standard.  
 Inherited and Chosen Sin: The new generation grew up without knowing God’s 

works, leading to personal choices that “did evil in the Lord's sight.” 
 The Sin Cycle: Israel's behavior illustrates how sin leads to bondage. The 

repetitive nature of the cycle suggests that sin is not just an act but a condition 
that requires constant divine intervention. 

 Internal Enemies: Covenantal disobedience is their failure to drive out the 
Canaanites (ch. 3) that leads to the internalization of foreign values, leading to 
apostasy. The "enemies" Israel failed to drive out often represent the "idols" we 
fail to remove from our own lives today.  

 Syncretism as Core Sin: Israel’s sin is not just abandoning God but attempting 
to blend worship of Yahweh with Canaanite Baal worship (fertility/nature 
worship). 
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 Distortion of Leadership: Samson exemplifies the decay of the "judge" figure—
motivated by selfish lust rather than covenantal duty yet was still utilized by 
God.  

 The Deceitfulness of the Heart: Despite repeated salvation, Israel consistently 
returns to sinful patterns, showing the deep-rooted nature of their rebellion. And 
with each cycle of sin, Israel falls deeper than the cycle before. 

D. Syncretism: The core failure of Israel in this period.  
 Spiritual Adultery: Israel lived among Canaanite nations, intermarried with them, 

and began serving their gods (Baal and Asherah). The era of Judges reveals a 
"monstrous self-serving religion" where Canaanite idolatry was mixed with 
Yahweh worship. 

 Fundamental Alteration: Syncretism fundamentally changed their worship by 
making Yahweh just another god in a pagan pantheon rather than the exclusive 
Creator. 

 Compromise: The people attempted to maintain a "feeling" of their old religion 
while incorporating local pagan practices. Samson’s life reflects the 
assimilation of Philistine culture, blurring the lines between a separated Nazarite 
with the pagan world.  

E. Theodicy: Judges addresses the problem of why God allows His people to suffer. 
 Early Successes (Judges 3–5): The text shows that suffering is not the final 

word. It highlights a God who is both just (punishing sin) and merciful 
(responding to repentance), as seen in the accounts of Othniel and Ehud. The 
theodicy presented is that God allows Canaanite nations to remain and 
oppression to occur to test Israel’s covenant obedience, teach warfare to new 
generations, and punish disobedience, using hardship to force reliance on Him, 
and when the Israelites cry out, God raises a judge (deliverer) to liberate them. 
Early success and peace led by figures like Othniel and Ehud paradoxically 
initiates a cycle of complacency, idolatry, and oppression.  

 The Spiral of Decay (Judges 6–16): Leaders become increasingly flawed, 
including Gideon’s idolatry, Jephthah’s rash vow, and Samson’s self-indulgence. 
This section details the beginning of Israel’s "spiral of decay" centering on the 
theodicy justification for God allowing suffering, oppression, and foreign 
dominion despite being in a covenant relationship with His people. The text 
suggests that the suffering is not arbitrary, but rather a direct consequence of 
Israel’s disobedience, functioning as both divine judgment and a testing tool to 
prove their loyalty. Oppression by foreign kings (like Eglon of Moab) is 
presented as God-ordained discipline to call the people back to repentance. 
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III. A Ray of Light in Dark Times (Ruth 1:1-4:17): The Book of Ruth serves as a 
profound narrative bridge between the chaotic period of the Judges and the 
establishment of the Davidic monarchy. This commentary outline examines the text 
through five theological and interpretive lenses. Ruth illustrates how God’s 
providence and grace operate through ordinary, faithful people to bring redemption 
during a time of moral chaos.  
Ruth 1:1–4:17: 

1. Scene 1: In Moab/Return - The Crisis of Faith (1:1–18): A famine (possibly 
during the Midianite invasions of Judges 6) drives Naomi’s family to Moab. 
Tragedy leaves Naomi a widow with her Moabite daughter-in-law, Ruth. Naomi’s 
adversity in Moab leads to Ruth’s confession of faith in Ruth 1:16b “Your 
people shall be my people, and Eloheikha ˂ִי י׃ Elohai ,[your God] וֵא˄הַ֖   .[my God] אֱ˄הָֽ
Scene 2: In Bethlehem - The Return of Hope (1:19–2:23): Ruth and Naomi 
return to Bethlehem. Ruth begins gleaning in the fields of Boaz, a "kinsman-
redeemer." The return to emptiness that transitions to faithfulness (gleaning in 
Boaz’s field). 

2. Scene 3: At the Threshing Floor (3:1–18): Risking reputation to seek 
redemption. 

3. Scene 4: At the Gate - The Act of Redemption (4:1–17): Ruth appeals to Boaz 
to fulfill his duty. Boaz legally redeems Naomi’s land and marries Ruth, moving 
the narrative from tragedy to joy. The Redeemer takes responsibility, marriage, 
and the restoration of life (birth of Obed). 

A. Theology: Covenant and Providence / Redemption and Universal Grace 
The central theological theme of Ruth is Hesed (steadfast, loyal covenant love) 
and God’s providence working behind the scenes. The overarching theme is 
God’s redemptive purpose working through ordinary people and providential 
circumstances. 
 The Problem (1:1-5): A famine in Bethlehem (House of Bread) implies covenant 

judgment during the time of Judges. Leaving the Promised Land for Moab 
signifies a breakdown in faith. 

 The Hesed of Foreigners (1:6-22): Ruth, a Moabitess, is brought into the 
covenant family, demonstrating that God’s grace extends beyond Israel's 
borders. Ruth shows hesed (Hebrew: חֶסֶד) to her mother-in-law, choosing 
Yahweh over Moabite gods. 
Hesed appears approx. 250 times in the Old Testament. It is a complex 
theological term often translated as "steadfast love," "loyal love," "kindness," or 
"mercy." It describes God's covenantal faithfulness, love, and compassion 
toward humanity. Hesed goes beyond mere emotion, implying a tangible, active, 
and loyal love, often showing kindness where it is not deserved. 

 Divine Providence in Small Things (2:1-23): Ruth "happens" to glean in Boaz’s 
field. God is not shown doing miracles, but His hand guides the "coincidences" 
(Providence). 
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 The Kinsman-Redeemer (3:1-4:12): Boaz acts as the Goel (kinsman-redeemer), 
a legal obligation to protect the family name and land. This points to Christ our 
Kinsman Redeemer. 

 Restoration and Lineage (4:13-17): Naomi is restored from empty to full. The 
inclusion of a Moabite woman in the lineage of David (and Jesus) highlights 
God's universal redemptive plan.  

 The Go’el (Kinsman-Redeemer): Boaz acts as a "type" of Christ, fulfilling the 
legal role of a redeemer who buys back lost property and restores family lines. 
A kinsman-redeemer (go'el) is a close male relative required to protect a 
vulnerable family's interests, specifically by repurchasing ancestral land (Lev. 
25:25) to prevent it from being lost.  
Legal Requirements, Process/Procedures, and Responsibilities 
The legal requirements for a kinsman-redeemer (Hebrew: go’el) are rooted in 
Mosaic law, primarily combining the redemption of property (Leviticus 25) and 
the tradition of levirate marriage (Deuteronomy 25). To legally fulfill this role, a 
candidate had to meet four specific criteria: near kinship, ability to pay, 
willingness to act, and assuming marital duty.  
o Family Connection (Nearness): The go'el had to be a near kinsman, as seen 

with Boaz being a close relative of Ruth's late father-in-law, Elimelech. 
o Repurchase of Property: The kinsman was responsible for buying back the 

land sold due to poverty to keep it within the family clan. 
o Levirate Marriage Obligations: In Ruth’s case, the land redemption was tied to 

marrying Ruth, the widow of Elimelech’s son, to perpetuate the family name of 
the deceased. 

o Ability and Willingness: The redeemer needed to be financially capable and 
willing, as the nearer relative (the "someone" in 4:1) declined due to the 
financial and familial implications. 

The transaction in Ruth 4 provides a unique look at ancient Israelite legal 
procedures:  
o Formal Transfer: The transaction was sealed in public, usually with witnesses 

and sometimes with a sandal-transfer gesture to signify the transfer of rights.  
o Ruth-Specific Application: Boaz ultimately assumed this role, as the nearer 

kinsman was unwilling to buy the land and take Ruth as a wife (Ruth 4:5). The 
redemption of property (Lev. 25:25) was in this case merged with the 
requirement to ensure the family of the deceased had an heir. 

o The City Gate: Legal agreements and disputes were settled at the city gate in 
the presence of ten elders who served as official witnesses. 

o The Sandal Ceremony: To formalize the transfer of the right of redemption, the 
individual relinquishing their right would remove their sandal and give it to the 
other. This symbolic act publicly confirmed the legal ceding of the property 
claim. 

o Property vs. Lineage: While property redemption (Leviticus 25:23–28) focused 
on keeping land in the family, the levirate requirement (Deuteronomy 25:5–10) 
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focused on the family name. Boaz intertwined these by making the land 
purchase contingent upon marrying Ruth.  
The go’el also held other roles in Hebrew law not central to the Ruth narrative, 
such as being the Avenger of Blood for a murdered relative or redeeming a 
kinsman from slavery.  

Inclusion of the Gentile:  
o Covenant Loyalty (Hesed): The account highlights hesed—unfailing, sacrificial 

kindness—as a reflection of God’s own character manifested in human 
actions. 

o Messianic Lineage: The genealogy (4:17) confirms that this small-town is vital 
to the "greater narrative" of King David and, ultimately, Jesus Christ. 

B. Hermeneutics - Narrative Context and Typology: Interpreting Ruth requires an 
understanding of its literary genre and historical setting. 
 Contextual Approach (In the time of the Judges): Ruth must be read against the 

backdrop of Judges, which ends in chaos ("no king in Israel"). Ruth acts as a 
"faithful, virtuous" contrast to the folly of the judges' era. 

 Literary Structure (U-Shaped Narrative): The book follows a " tragedy-to-joy arc" 
structure beginning with loss/emptiness (Ch. 1), descending into a "dark" plot at 
the threshing floor (Ch. 3), and rising to a happy ending/fullness (Ch. 4). 

 Typological Approach (Boaz as a type of Christ): Boaz is a "type" of Christ, our 
near kinsman who has the ability and willingness to redeem, often acting as a 
picture of divine grace and hesed. 

 Theological Focus: It highlights the role of ordinary individuals (Ruth, Naomi, 
Boaz) as co-workers with God in fulfilling his purposes.  

 Literary Artistry: The book is a sophisticated short novella using contrast 
(famine vs. harvest, emptiness vs. fullness) to convey theological truths. 

 Intertextual Reading: It should be read against the Torah's laws regarding 
gleaning (Lev. 19:9-10) and Levirate marriage (Deut. 25:5-10). 

 Social & Cultural Lenses: It is a "counter-culture" story of loyalty (hesed) and 
redemption in the face of Israel’s disobedience. It also navigates severe social 
issues like famine, poverty, widowhood, and xenophobia.  

C. Hamartiology - Sin and Its Consequences / Sin as Deviation and Emptiness: 
While the book focuses on virtue, the hamartic element is found in the 
background and early decisions. 
 Failure of Faith (1:1): Elimelech leaving Bethlehem during a famine represents a 

failure to trust in God's covenant provision, a common sin during the Judges' era 
(distrust/idolatry). 

 Naomi's Bitter Judgment (1:20-21): Naomi misinterprets her misfortune as God 
attacking her, saying "the Lord has testified against me". She correctly identifies 
that her emptiness is from the Lord, but misreads it as pure punishment rather 
than discipline. 
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 The "Other" Redeemer (4:1-6): The unnamed, closer relative represents 
legalistic obedience over relational love, willing to take land but not the 
responsibility (Ruth). 

 The Sin of Idolatry/Loss (1:15): Orpah’s return highlights the allure of reverting 
to "her people and her gods." 

 The Period of Judges: The setting is an era of spiritual anarchy where "everyone 
did what was right in his own eyes." 

 Leaving the Promised Land: Elimelech’s decision to move to Moab during a 
famine can be interpreted as a lack of faith or "missing the mark" of trusting 
God's provision in Bethlehem. 

 Social Injustice: The need for Ruth to glean highlights the failure of the 
community to care for the vulnerable, which Boaz eventually rectifies. 

D. Syncretism - Separating from Moab / Resisting Cultural Compromise: 
Syncretism is a constant threat in the background of Ruth's Moabite origins. 
 Renouncing Moabite Identity (1:16-17): Ruth’s oath is a total rejection of 

syncretism. By declaring "Your God [shall be] my God," she leaves behind 
Chemosh (the god of Moab) and embraces exclusive loyalty to Yahweh. 

 Prohibition and Grace (1:4): Deuteronomy 23:3 forbids Moabites from entering 
the assembly. Ruth’s acceptance, through her conversion and Hesed, shows 
God’s grace overriding rigid interpretation when accompanied by true faith. 

 Virtuous Womanhood (3:11): Ruth is known as a "virtuous woman," contrasting 
with the chaotic, unfaithful depictions of pagan women in the era of Judges.  

 Moabite Identity: Ruth originates from a culture born of incest (Gen. 19) and 
often associated with idolatry (Chemosh). 

 Decisive Conversion: Ruth’s pledge ("Your God shall be my God") is a radical 
rejection of syncretism, choosing exclusive loyalty to Yahweh over her native 
deities. 

 Cultural Integration vs. Purity: The book argues that "true" Israelite identity is 
defined by faith and hesed rather than strict ethnic purity, countering the 
extreme exclusivism seen in later periods like Ezra. 

E. Theodicy - God's Goodness in Suffering / Divine Providence in Suffering:. 
 God's Hiddenness and Sovereignty (1:13, 2:20): While Naomi blames God for 

her suffering, the narrator shows that God is orchestrating the "happening" of 
events to bring about a far greater good than was lost. 

 Purposeful Tragedy (1:21): The "emptiness" (widowhood and lack of children) is 
allowed to set the stage for a dramatic redemption (the birth of Obed), 
illustrating that God can use tragedy for future blessing. 

 Redemption of the Marginalized (4:14-15): The passage validates that God 
cares for the widow, the poor, and the foreigner, turning their marginalization 
into a legacy (great-grandmother of David).  

 From Bitter to Sweet: Naomi’s name change to "Mara" (bitter) reflects her 
struggle with God’s perceived harshness ("the Almighty has dealt very bitterly 
with me"). 
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 Hidden Providence: God rarely speaks directly in Ruth; instead, He works 
through "coincidences" (Ruth "happened" to glean in Boaz's field) to bring 
restoration. 

 Restoration of Life: The birth of Obed (4:17) serves as a final answer to the 
deaths in Chapter 1, showing that God's ultimate plan is the restoration of what 
was lost. 

IV. The Depth of Disorder (Judges 17–21): The final five chapters of Judges (17–21) 
serve as a grim epilogue, documenting the internal collapse of Israel when God’s 
people reject His authority and follow their own moral compass. This commentary 
outline covers the epilogue of the Book of Judges (Chapters 17–21), which serves 
as a thematic summary of the chaos resulting from Israel’s rejection of God’s 
kingship. 
A. Theology: The central theological theme is the crisis of authority, framed by the 

recurring refrain: "In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was 
right in his own eyes" (17:6; 18:1; 19:1; 21:25).  
 Theocratic Failure: Though God was meant to be their King, the people rejected 

His divine law, leading to a "loss of perspective" and total spiritual confusion. 
 Internal Threat: These chapters show that the greatest danger to Israel was not 

the external Canaanite nations, but the "Canaanization" within their own hearts 
and tribes. 

 The Need for Restoration: The narrative highlights the desperate need for a 
righteous king—ultimately pointing toward the need for the Messiah—to restore 
order and true worship. 

 Theme: Covenantal Anarchy and the Need for a King: The text highlights the 
total breakdown of religious, moral, and political order when God is not 
acknowledged as King. 

 Reversal of the Exodus: The nation that was saved to be holy becomes 
indistinguishable from the Canaanites, with the "holy war" of the conquest 
turning into civil war. 

 The "No King" Refrain: Four times the text repeats, "In those days there was no 
king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes" (17:6; 18:1; 19:1; 
21:25). The lack of a king signifies more than just a political void; it represents a 
rejection of God as the true Sovereign over Israel. Without submitting to divine 
guidance, the people turned to personal moral relativism, leading to self-
destruction. 

 Failure of Religious Leadership: Levites, designed to be spiritual guides, 
become "cultic deviants" and opportunistic, personal employees (Judges 17-18). 
The Levites in Judges 17-18 spotlights the complete degradation of the 
covenantal priesthood into a mercenary, syncretistic, and individualized system, 
mirroring the broader moral and spiritual collapse of Israel. The narrative 
highlights that when religious leaders abandon their divine calling to serve 
personal interests, the entire community drifts into spiritual anarchy. 
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 The Shift from External to Internal Enemies: While Judges 1-16 focuses on 
foreign oppression, 17-21 shows Israel destroyed from within by its own "fallen 
flesh," godlessness, and moral decline. Abraham Lincoln drew his famous 
"house divided" phrase from citing the words of Jesus in Matthew 12:25 (also 
found in Mark 3:25 and Luke 11:17), which follows a theological theme 
regarding unity and allegiance under Yahweh – not on human DIY. 

B. Hermeneutics: The interpreter must approach these chapters as a literary 
"appendix" or "epilogue" that functions differently from the preceding account of 
the judges (3–16).  
 Non-Chronological Structure: These events likely occurred early in the period of 

the judges (shortly after Joshua) but are placed at the end to illustrate the depth 
of Israel's long-term moral decay. 

 Two Parallel Cycles: The section is divided into two parts: religious apostasy 
(chs. 17–18) and moral/social atrocity (chs. 19–21). 

 Narrative Criticism: The text uses characterization (like the deviant Levites) and 
repetition to mirror the broader socio-political breakdown of the entire nation. 

 Literary Function (Epilogue): These chapters are not chronological; they are 
arranged topically as a two-part appendix to demonstrate the depths of Israel’s 
sin. 

 The Structure of Two Narratives: 
o Chapters 17–18: Religious corruption (Micah’s shrine and Danite migration). 
o Chapters 19–21: Moral/Social corruption (The Levite’s concubine and civil 

war against Benjamin). 
 Repetition of Failure: The text uses repetition (e.g., "stolen," "find a place," "do 

right in his own eyes") to show the pervasive, habitual nature of the sin. 
 Geographical Irony: The narrative begins in Ephraim/Judah (heartland) and 

spread, showing the corruption is central, not peripheral.  
C. Hamartiology: These chapters focus on the sin of "self-will" resulting in the 

rejection of God's objective standards.  
 Individual to National: Sin begins in a single home (Micah's theft and idolatry) 

and spreads to an entire tribe (the Danites) and then the whole nation (civil war 
against Benjamin). 

 Internal Depravity: The "fallen flesh" is shown as godless and seeking to 
dethrone God, leading to atrocities comparable to Sodom and Gomorrah. 

 Moral Anarchy: Sin is defined here as "doing what is right in one's own eyes," a 
subjective morality that inevitably leads to self-destruction. 

 The Root Cause (Syncretism): The sin in Judges 17-21 is not just the absence 
of religion, but "religion turned in on itself." 

 Individualistic Autonomy: The ultimate sin is the abandonment of God’s law for 
personal morality—"doing what is right in one’s own eyes." 

 Idolatry: The creation of DIY religion (Micah), establishing private worship 
centers to manipulate God for prosperity (17:13). 
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 Moral Depravity (The New Sodom): Judges 19 depicts Israelite men acting 
worse than Canaanites, culminating in sexual violence, murder, and the 
dismemberment of a woman (19:22-30). 

 Hypocrisy and Self-Deception: The nation acts with excessive zeal to avenge 
moral corruption (19:1-30) while totally ignoring the spiritual corruption (17-18).  

D. Syncretism: Syncretism—the mixing of different religious beliefs—is explicitly 
illustrated in Micah's narrative (chs. 17–18).  
 Micah’s Shrine: A layperson appoints his own son as a priest (17:5), and later 

hires a Levite based on contract, not calling, turning a "holy" office into a 
commercial business as Micah uses silver dedicated to Yahweh to create a 
"graven image," violating the first two commandments while still claiming to 
serve the Lord (17:3–5). Micah’s mother dedicates silver "to the Lord," yet 
immediately uses it to fund a carved idol (17:3-4). 

 Hired Clergy: The Levite becomes a "priest-for-hire," showing how sacred offices 
were corrupted by commercial interests and pagan practices. 

 Prosperity Gospel: Micah's belief that "the Lord will prosper me" because he has 
a Levite priest is a primitive form of the prosperity gospel, attempting to 
manipulate God for personal gain. 

 Manufactured Religion: The Danites discard true guidance for a false word from 
a hired Levite, equating divine blessing with worldly success (18:5-6). 

 Violation of the Central Sanctuary: Setting up a rival shrine in Ephraim/Dan 
instead of attending the Tabernacle in Shiloh (17:5, 18:31).  

E. Theodicy: Theodicy in Judges 17–21 is marked by God's conspicuous silence and 
the execution of His judgment through natural consequences.  
 Religious Anarchy (Judges 17–18): The portrayal of Micah and the Danites 

illustrates the corruption of worship in Israel in DIY religion. Micah’s theft, idol 
manufacturing, and installation of a household priest exemplify the 
abandonment of legitimate, covenant-based worship in favor of convenient, 
personalized superstition.  
Theodicy here is not an abstract debate, but a demonstration that Israel’s misery 
is self-inflicted through idolatry, syncretism, and abandonment of divine law, 
rather than God’s failure to protect. 

 Moral and Social Collapse (Judges 19–21): These chapters are often described 
as the darkest, most disgusting scenes in the Bible, placed there to show the 
depths of depravity in the absence of godly authority. The horrific account of the 
Levite and his concubine leads to a devastating civil war against the tribe of 
Benjamin. Theodicy is addressed not through a direct divine explanation of 
suffering, but by portraying the horrific consequences of a society that has 
abandoned divine law, functioning without righteous leadership. The narrative 
functions as a brutal indictment of moral chaos, showing that when individuals 
do "what is right in their own eyes," the result is systemic social collapse, 
idolatry, and the abuse of the vulnerable. 
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 God as Silent Judge: In these chapters, God rarely speaks or intervenes directly 
to stop the evil. His "displeasure" is shown through the chaos that results when 
He allows humans to live out their own sinful desires. Even in scenes of anarchy, 
God is not absent; the chaos is the result of divine judgment on a nation that 
"did not drive out the Canaanites" (Judges 1). While the tribes unite to punish the 
Benjaminite perpetrators, their initial failure in civil war suggests that all of Israel 
is under judgment for their own sinful, "do-it-yourself" approach to worship and 
morality. 

 Divine Sovereignty: Even in the mess, God is seen as sovereign over history, 
using the consequences of sin to judge the nation and emphasize their need for 
His saving grace. 

 Grace Amidst Chaos: The repetition of the cycle of sin and supplication 
elsewhere in the book underscores that God remains ready to hear His people's 
cry, even when they have reached their lowest point. 

 Allowing Free Will: The text displays the consequences of allowing human 
beings to act on their "fallen flesh" without spiritual restraint, resulting in 
catastrophe. 

 The Necessity of Grace: Amidst total depravity, God’s faithfulness continues, 
eventually setting the stage for the rise of a righteous monarchy in the book of 
Ruth. 

 Consequence of Abandonment: God is not causing the sin, but He removes his 
protection, allowing the Israelites to reap the destructive fruits of their own 
choices (Judges 20-21). 

 The Recurring Refrain: "In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did 
what was right in his own eyes." 

V. The Resolution - A Future King (Ruth 4:18-22): The concluding genealogy of Ruth 
4:18-22  functions as a theological bridge between the era of the Judges and the 
establishment of the Davidic monarchy. Both books transition Israel toward the 
monarchy through a divine genealogical hope. But while Judges ends in chaos, Ruth 
ends with a genealogy linking Boaz and Ruth to King David. Also, Ruth shows that 
even in the darkest periods of national disobedience (Judges), God was quietly 
preserving a faithful lineage for the future Messiah. 
A. Theology - The Lineage of Redemption: This section highlights the organic link 

between personal redemption and national restoration in God’s redemptive 
history. 
 The Toledot (Generations) Structure: The passage uses "These are the 

generations of Perez" (v. 18), linking this section to the patriarchal histories in 
Genesis (Gen 2:4, 5:1), suggesting this is part of God’s covenantal salvation 
history. 

 Divine Sovereignty over History: It connects Boaz (a man of strength) with 
Perez (the "breaker" born of Judah/Tamar), showing God's direct intervention in 
bringing life out of the "death" of a barren family line. 
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 Messianic Hope: The genealogy ends specifically with David (v. 22), providing 
legitimacy to his kingship and serving as a vital link in the promised Davidic 
Covenant (2 Sam 7). 

 Inclusion of Gentiles: The inclusion of Ruth the Moabitess in the direct line of 
David defies racial exclusivity and shows God's salvific plan is for all nations.  

 The Fulfillment of Covenant Promises: The genealogy connects the "breaker" 
Perez (Gen 38:29) to King David, demonstrating that God’s promise to Abraham 
to "make a great nation" and "bless all nations" (Gen 12:1-3) continues through 
ordinary individuals. 

 Messianic Trajectory: By concluding with David, the text points forward to the 
"Greater David," Jesus Christ. The inclusion of Obed ("Servant") prefigures Christ 
as the ultimate Kinsman-Redeemer who restores life to both Jews and Gentiles. 

 Redemptive Inclusion: It establishes that God’s community is defined by faith 
rather than strictly ethnic purity, as a Moabitess becomes the great-
grandmother of Israel’s king. 

B. Hermeneutics - The Final Postscript: The literary placement and structure of the 
genealogy are vital for correct interpretation. 
 Symbolic and Chronological: It is both a historical document validating David's 

right to the throne and a theological summary. 
 Symbolic Numbering (10 Generations): The ten generations from Perez to 

David parallel the 10 generations from Adam to Noah, symbolizing a "perfect" 
divine order of a new beginning. 

 Gap Filling: The genealogy is not exhaustive (selective omissions exist) but 
accurate, highlighting key figures (Perez-Hezron-Ram-Amminadab-Nahshon-
Salmon-Boaz-Obed-Jesse-David) to demonstrate covenant faithfulness. 

 Intertextual Connection: Pairs with Matthew 1:1-17, identifying Ruth as the 
great-grandmother of King David and an ancestor of Jesus.  

 The Toledot Structure: The word for "genealogy" (toledot) is used here for the 
30th time in the Bible, a number often associated with the perfection of Divine 
order. 

 Symmetry and Selection: The list contains exactly ten names, mirroring the 
genealogies from Adam to Noah and Noah to Abraham. This indicates a "new 
beginning" for Israel under the Davidic covenant. 

 The "Postscript" Hermeneutic: This genealogy is not a mere appendix; it is the 
"parting shot" that provides the ultimate meaning to the preceding narrative of 
famine and loss.  

C. Hamartiology: Grace Overcoming Scandalous Beginnings: Hamartiology in this 
passage is framed against the failure of the time of the Judges. 
 Legitimizing Illegitimacy: Perez, the starting point, was born of Tamar 

(disguised harlot) and Judah (father-in-law). This highlights that God works 
through messy, sinful family backgrounds to accomplish his purposes. 
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 The Brokenness of the Line: The line includes Rahab (a Gentile prostitute) and 
Ruth (a Moabitess), emphasizing that grace, not merit, determines the 
messianic lineage. 

 Sinful Past vs. Future Hope: The genealogy shows God replacing "bitterness" 
(Naomi) and the "wasting away" of Israel's strength with a "servant" (Obed) who 
leads to a "beloved" king (David).  

 Reversal of the Fall: Some scholars note the spelling of toledot in 4:18 includes 
a second letter vav that had "fallen out" of the word in almost every usage since 
the Fall in Genesis 3. This symbolizes the restoration of fallen man through this 
lineage. 

 Contrast with Judges: The period was characterized by "everyone doing what 
was right in their own eyes" (Judges 21:25). The genealogy shows God 
working despite human apostasy to establish a righteous king. 

D. Syncretism vs. Inclusion - The Transformation of a Foreigner: This section 
explores the tension between the Mosaic Law and the inclusion of a foreigner. 
 From Outcast to Ancestor: Ruth, a Moabitess (often hated), transitions from a 

foreign widow to the legal mother of the kingly line through marriage to Boaz, 
demonstrating how God redeems "foreignness" into covenantal belonging. 

 Redefining Family: The "Moabite" identity is initially mentioned and then 
replaced by "Israelite" identity, showing that faithful covenantal love brings 
about God’s foreignness to be entirely assimilated into God's prophetic 
narrative.  

 The Moabite Ban: Deuteronomy 23:3 forbids Moabites from entering the 
"assembly of the Lord" to the tenth generation. 

 Legal Clarification: Jewish tradition often resolves this by interpreting the law to 
apply only to Moabite males, or by noting that Ruth was a proselyte who "clung" 
to the God of Israel, thus moving her from "foreigner" to "Israelite" status. 

 Grace over Legalism: The genealogy serves as a "legal clarification" that God's 
grace and covenant loyalty (hesed) can transcend a "wall" intended as a "fence" 
against hostility.  

E. Theodicy - God’s Faithfulness in Tragedy: The genealogy provides a final answer 
to the "bitterness" (Mara) Naomi expressed in chapter 1. In the closing verses of 
the Book of Ruth (4:18-22), the genealogy from Perez to David uses ten names to 
symbolize the transition from a "breach" in the family line to the "beloved" king, 
reflecting a broader redemptive narrative.  
 From Famine to Fullness: The genealogy acts as the ultimate resolution to the 

tragedy in Chapter 1 (death of husband and sons). God is vindicated as a 
restorer of life, moving from scarcity to a royal family tree. 

 The Hidden God: While God is not mentioned directly in the closing genealogy, 
his providence is shown through the chain of events that leads to a child (Obed) 
in the arms of an empty woman (Naomi). 
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 Redemption Beyond One Life: Theodicy is found in the fact that God’s reward 
for obedience and faithfulness (Ruth/Boaz) far exceeds their temporary 
suffering, creating a legacy that lasts forever. 

 Providence over Tragedy: The list of names proves that the "nipping north wind 
of calamity" (famine, death of husbands) was actually God’s "hidden hand" 
working to produce the savior of the nation. 

 Vindication of the Faithful: It justifies God’s treatment of Naomi and Ruth by 
showing that their temporary suffering was part of an eternal tapestry that 
secured the lineage of the Messiah. 

 Linguistic Symbolism of the Lineage: Each name in this specific sequence 
carries an etymological meaning that often mirrors the theological progression 
of Israel's history. The genealogy spans from the "Breacher" (Perez) to the 
"Beloved" (David), illustrating a narrative arc of God sovereignly guiding history 
from shame (Perez's birth) to royalty (David) through faithful, often 
unconventional relationships, including the gentile Ruth. 
o Perez (פרץ): Means "Breach" or "To break through." His name originates from 

the "bursting forth" at his birth (Genesis 38:29), symbolizing how God works 
through unexpected or even "broken" circumstances to initiate His plans. 

o Hezron (חצרון): Means "Enclosure" or "Village," suggesting the idea of a village 
or a place of dwelling, indicating the settling and growth of the family. 

o Ram (רם) : Means "High" or "Exalted." This marks the beginning of the line’s 
elevation toward royalty. 

o Amminadab (עמינדב): Means "My Kinsman is Noble" or "People of the Prince," 
emphasizing a connection to nobility or a willing people. 

o Nahshon (נחשון): Derived from nachash, meaning "Serpent" or "Oracle" (one 
who foretells). In Jewish tradition, he is recognized as a prince of Judah who 
was the first to enter the Red Sea, symbolizing brave leadership. 

o Salmon (שַׂלְמון): Means "Garment" or "Clothed." It can also imply being 
"clothed" in righteousness or authority. 

o Boaz (בועז): Means "In Him is Strength" or "In Strength". His name reflects the 
stability and power he brought to the family through his role as kinsman-
redeemer. 

o Obed (עובד): Means "Servant" or "Worshipper." His name emphasizes his role 
as the one who "serves" Naomi’s needs and continues the messianic line. 

o Jesse (ישי): Often interpreted as "My Husband" or "Jehovah Exists." It signifies 
the enduring presence and existence of God's promise. 

o David (דוד): Means "Beloved". The lineage concludes with this name, signifying 
the final realization of God’s covenantal favor through the established 
monarchy.  
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 The Symbolic Number Ten: The use of exactly ten generations is a deliberate 
literary device used throughout Genesis (e.g., Adam to Noah, Noah to Abraham) 
to signal the completion of one era and the birth of a new, significant epoch—in 
this case, the Davidic monarchy.  

 Restoration of the "Toledot" (תּוֹלְדוֹת): A subtle but profound linguistic detail 
occurs in the Hebrew word for "genealogy" (toledot). In the Perez to David 
lineage, the word is spelled with two vavs (תולדות), a full spelling that had been 
missing from the text since before the Fall in Genesis 2:4. This is often viewed 
this restoration as a linguistic "hidden sign" that the brokenness of humanity is 
being made whole again through this specific line. 


