
Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples,
"I have seen the Lord;"and she told them that he had said

these things to her. – John 20:18 (NRSV

   Can you imagine the joy that Mary Magdalene felt in that moment
after the Risen Christ called her by name? She had gone to the tomb
filled with grief, but left with a heart overflowing with joy at the
discovery that Jesus was indeed alive.
   According to scientific research, hearing our names literally causes a
chemical reaction in our brains as feel-good hormones are released.
This burst of excitement makes people happy and sends unconscious
signals such as empathy, trust, and compassion to the brain. Human
behavior expert, Dale Carnegie has even said, “A person’s name is to
him or her the sweetest and most important sound in any language.”
   In that moment, Mary receives perfect clarity despite her initial
confusion over the empty tomb. She is the first witness to the
Resurrection and Christ calls her to be his messenger – to share the
incredible Good News with the other disciples!
   As we make the journey from Palm Sunday to Easter next week, I pray
that you will take comfort that God indeed knows your name and, like
Mary Magdalene, you will joyfully choose to be a messenger in your
community about the saving power of Christ.
  We also hope that you and your family are planning to join us for our
Holy Week services listed on Page 3. Please invite a friend!

 In God's care and service, Rev. Joanne S. Utley
   

"Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. I have called you by name,
you are mine. — Isaiah 43:1 NRSV 
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MASTERPIECES
We had so much fun at the
"Paint & Pasta" night as part of
March Madness. Alex shows off
his colorful creation.
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   After a two-year break prompted by
the pandemic, the church calendar is
coming alive with birthday parties,
weddings and vow renewals – all
planned in the next couple of months.
So in order to be our most hospitable
selves, we're looking for some folks to
help in a spring cleanup – primarily
sorting, discarding and organizing in
the kitchen, Memorial Lounge and the
back office.
   Please let Candice (631-283-0951)
know when you have a couple hours to
volunteer. And remember, wherever
two or three are gathered . . .

SPRING CLEANING

$25,000 donation to the center

OPERATION LOVE: Pastor Joanne
delivers meals and snacks as a thank-
you to the Bridgehampton Fire
Department. The Valentine's Day
endeavor took donated snacks and
meals to first responders throughout
our community who have continued
work through the pandemic.
   

   The box continues to bless our
community members on a daily basis.
   Beginning in May, we're designating
the first Sunday of each month as
Blessing Box donation day to coincide
with our tradition of offering Holy
Communion. Of course, you may give at
any other time, but this practice may
serve as a reminder each month.
   Cereal, canned tuna and chicken, and
personal hygiene items have been
flying off the shelves. Donations are
still being stored in the closets in
Memorial Lounge and the back hallway.
  We're excited to share that Jagger
Maddox, who built the box, will be
awarded the Eagle Scout rank at a
court of honor on April 9.

BLESSING BOX UPDATE

April 11: Robert & Paige Hopson
        20: Taylor Hopson
May  12: Dorothy Wienecke
        25: Alyssa Spears

time to celebrate birthdays!

   On March 11, Pastor Joanne, Arlean Vanslyke and Jerlean
Hopson toured the new home of the Bridgehampton Child
Care and Recreational Center, slated to open in May.
   While there, the three presented Bonnie Cannon, The
Center's executive director, with a check for $25,000.
   The church’s gift was prompted by a presentation that Ms.
Cannon made at a recent HUMC worship service. The
congregation was inspired that The Center was able to
continue their afterschool program during Covid. A similar
program at the church that served 25 Southampton students
has been on hiatus since the pandemic began.
   With that in mind, the church voted to offer its afterschool
“savings” to help The Center continue – and maybe even
expand – its programming.
   “We feel blessed to be able to collaborate with The Center
in their outreach to the Bridgehampton community,” Pastor
Joanne said. “They have been steadfast in continuing to serve
the community despite the great challenges presented by the
pandemic.”
   “I was so surprised and overwhelmed by your gift for The
Center's children,” Ms. Cannon said. “We are living in gratitude
for community friends like you. God bless you and your
congregation for caring and sharing.” 
   “Our church is the result of a merger between
Bridgehampton and Southampton United Methodist churches,
and both communities are still very much a part of our
mission field,” Pastor Joanne added.
   Jerlean and Arlean are also longtime members of The
Center's Board of Directors.
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March was a wild month with three
fun events. There was pizza and a
movie night; Spring Fling fellowship
with plants, pots, paint, and paper
crowns; and we channeled our inner
Picasso for the paint and pasta
party. Thanks to Candice for all her
great work to pull these together!


