The Blueprint of a Healthy Church

Finding Freedom and Edification in Ordered Worship (1 Corinthians 14:26-40)
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The Corinthian church wasn't missing the gifts of the
Spirit; they were missing the structure. People were

fixated on themselves, talking over one another, and
prioritizing personal spotlight over corporate health.

The Result: Chaos. Unbelievers are confused (“will they
not say you are out of your minds?”), and the church is

divided rather than built up.




Tongues

The supernatural ability to speak
a foreign language in order to
communicate the message of
salvation and the truth of God.

Prophecy

The Holy Spirit enabled ability to
communicate a message from
God in a way people understand
so that the church is strengthened,
encouraged, and comforted.
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Hymn

Singing truth together (Col. 3:16).

“In singing together... they can unite in
the Word.” — Dietrich Bonhoeffer T

The Active Worship Toolkit

Early church gatherings were not consumer events; they
were highly participatory. When the church comes
together, each member brings something to offer:

Lesson

Authoritative instruction
from the Word.

Interpretation

Explaining the tongue
for understanding.

Revelation

Prophetic encouragement
and exhortation.

Tongue

Supernatural
communication.
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The Ultimate Goal: Edification

Worship is not centered on personal preference, individual experience, or appearing spiritual.
Every single gift and action must pass one test: Does this build up the church? |

for building up. (v.26)

Self-Centered Worship / Confusion l

| Let all things be done .
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Christ-Centered Worship / Edification ‘




The Blueprint for Order: Spiritual Gifts

Tongues (vv.27-28) Prophecy (vv.29-33)
Maximur Two or three at most. Two or three at most.
Speakers
| | Sequence One at a time (take turns). One by one (so all may learn). ilE
Condition MUST have someone to interpret. | Others must weigh what is said.
for Use
If Condition Keep silent; speak privately to First speaker remains silent if a
Fails self and God. revelation is made to another.
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The Discernment Filter

Prophecy is not an uncontrollable experience
(“the spirits of prophets are subject to prophets”).
It requires self-control, and it must survive

theological scrutiny.

The Word of God
(Ultimate Authority)

“If a message... conflicts with the teaching of the Scriptures, it does
not come from the Lord... The prophet who fails to convey God’s
Word speaks not for God but for himself.” — Simon Kistemaker
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Addressing the Disruption (1 Cor 14:33b-35)
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The Context The Command
Women were already actively praying and To maintain order, Paul commands them to wait
prophesying in Corinth (1 Cor 11). This is not a and ask their husbands privately at home. This
blanket ban on women speaking. The immediate prevents public shaming, stops the interruptions,
Issue was disruption: women were calling out and restores a constructive environment
questions andgnterjecting during the authoritative for learning.
weighing of prophecy, adding to the chaos.
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LRooted in Created Design, Not InequalityJ

jﬂe Law (Genesis?)j

i =1 . =)
When Paul says women should be in “submission,
A : j | > as the Law says," he points to God's creation
NI = | ' I_l—l C JIJ order. Adam as head, Eve as helper—both

deeply valuable, possessing equal worth, but
¥ 3 operating in complementary roles.
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T Humbly deferring to the appointed, qualified
Church \ — ‘ 4 L T meninchurch leadership to evaluate spiritual
Body 7 7"' \4 T 2 ~|  matters (like prophecy).
N

‘The Realﬁ

The church would be lost without the essential
ministry, voices, and spiritual gifts of women.
Frameworks of order allow both men and women
! | to use their gifts to truly build up the church.
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- The True Mark of Spiritual Maturity
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“Or was it from you that the word of God came? ...

It

anyone thinks that he is a prophet, or spiritual, he
should acknowledge that the things I am writing to

you are a command of the Lord.” (vv.36-37)
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The Corinthians believed they were the spiritual elite. Paul humbles them:
God's Word didn't originate with them, and it doesn't bend to their preferences.|
True spiritual maturity is demonstrated through submission to the blueprints
given by God's Word. |
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The Gospel Foundation for Order -
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[in Perfect Order Sin Brings C)haos The Gospel Restores 1]
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_ (The Trinity) (The Fall (The Cross)
| \ _ j

God's very nature is perfect order. [_The serpent sowed a::r:nrm"usit:-n._1 [_Christ willingly submitted to the

Father, Son, and Spirit working in Doubting God's goodness Father's will, dying to redeem
beautiful, willing submission. flipped perfect order into sinners. Jesus brings order
B (Eden was ordered). I relational and cosmic chaos. il back to disordered hearts. )
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- Personal preference

- Individual expression at the

‘The Master Builder’s Design -

Worship is NOT about...

expense of others

- Appearing ‘spiritual” to the crowd ¢

@Worshlp IS about. 8%

- Building up the church (Edification)

- Reflecting God's peaceful character

- Making the Gospel of Christ

stunningly clear
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