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THE INVITATION
Leader Jesus said, “Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself,
and take up his cross, and follow me.”

Tue CONFESSION

Leader Let us humbly confess our sin unto Almighty God.

People Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against
you: in thought word and deed, by what we have done, and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart. We have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry, and we humbly
repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your name. Amen.

Leader Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through
our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the
Holy Spirit, keep us in eternal life. Amen.

A HyYmN, sucH As Jesus, REMEMBER ME (SEE OTHERS IN BACK)
0

|
YD T T f s e

1 N N 3
b | [ & ] I [ r 4 1 I | | [ | [ [ &

———

Je-sus,  re - mem-ber me when you come in-to your king - dom.
e * o # . . o
g < o ——— ¥
v 0 3 <
" 2 S o S e I ]
0 |
gD —— y
7 O N Y 2 | — p—
o —1T— 17— i < ! — | 1
EBE A s 38 s$3¢ 2
s 1 T3 ¥
Je-sus, re - mem-ber me when you come in-to your king - dom.
ST
»-
CR=sSss= s e
’ . —— I
. 4 | |

BisLE READING, FOLLOWED BY SILENT REFLECTION



Tue PRAYERS

Leader Let us now pray as Jesus taught us:

People Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Leader To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.

People My God, I put my trust in you.

Leader Remember not the sins of my youth.
People Remember me according to your love.
Leader Gracious and upright is the Lord.

People He teaches sinners in his way.

Leader Surely he has borne our griefs.

People He was pierced for our transgressions.
Leader He was crushed for our iniquities.

Peaple And by his wounds we are healed.

Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered
pain, and entered not into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we,
walking the way of the cross, may find it none other than the way of life and
peace; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. Amen.

Tae DoxoLoGY

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him all creatures here below
Praise Him above ye heavenly host,

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Tue PEacCE
Leader The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And with your Spirit.



Day 1: February 22, 2023 David Brammer Matthew 3:13-4:1
Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to Jobn, to be baptized by him. John would have
prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” But Jesus answered
him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented.
And when Jesus was baptized, immediately be went up from the water, and behold, the heavens
were opened to bim, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on
him; and bebold, a voice from beaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well

pleased.” Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.

JOHN humbled himself before God
and was upstaged by true
humility.

GOD produced this event, providing

power and light - energy - and
exquisite timing, saying “ It is

good.

HOLY SPIRIT fluttering, cooing,
moaning, presaging the
purpose of this meeting - their
common sacrifice between
Heaven and Earth on the
Cross.

JESUS dethroned, disrobed of his
divine mantle was baptized
with water, then the Spirit,
as a man in total agreement
and right relationship with his
Father.

UsS It begins.....



Day 2: February 23, 2023 Penn Tompkins Matthew 4:2-4
And after fasting forty days and forty nights, be was hungry. And the tempter came and said to
him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” But be
answered, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from

the mouth of God.””

We have heard the term ‘half truth’? Satan comes to Jesus with such an argument: if you are the
Son of God...well yes he is and was. The scripture says: The tempter came...so the intention the
devil had was to turn Jesus’ attention away from God and on His human need to relieve pangs

of hunger.

Hungry, Angry, Lonely, Tired; the acronym HALT from these words can be red flags for us of
our weakened emotional or physical state. Nature provides examples where the predatory
animals do not target the strongest in a herd, but the weakest, slowest, sickly, or outcast to prey
upon.

Humans consist of body, mind, and spirit. All three must be nurtured and maintained to keep
a proper balance in life. If any of the three are not nourished a weakness is created. That
weakness Will Be the vulnerable target of an approach by the tempter: do you want to feel
better, don’t you deserve to feel better, doesn’t God want better for you?

Jesus identified the out of balance element. He could have fed himself but that would have
turned His attention to himSelf and away from God. The physical body would have been
served while the Spirit starved.

Day 3: February 24, 2023 Rylan Choate Matthew 4:5-7

Then the devil took bim to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the temple and said to him,
“If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, ‘He will command bis angels
concerning you,” and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a
stone.” Jesus said to bim, “Again it is written, You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.”

Satan quotes, Psalm 91:11-12 to tempt Jesus to sin. When we go back to the beginning , in
Genesis Satan uses a similar tact, yet merely ask a question in order to tempt Eve into sin. In
response, just as Jesus did in this text, Eve recites directly from Gods commandment, or word,
“We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, but God said, “You shall not eat of the fruit
of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.” (Gen
3:1-3). You see, Eve responds with Gods word, with a directive, Jesus responds in kind lastly,
from Deuteronomy 6. Jesus remains sinless, and it appears solely from the questioning by
Satan, both Adam and Eve, are led into sin.

Beloved, it is not enough to just know the word of God. The Living Word, must be lived out!

We shalt not test God, but in a bit of an analogy, we must throw ourselves down. We must
throw ourselves at His feet for forgiveness, we must throw ourselves down off of our self



created mountain tops that we might exhibit a life that is dead to self and alive in Christ, which
is spoken of in Romans. I encourage you to study, to read daily, to edify the body, encourage
one another to grow in faith.

We should all grow to a point of knowledge to be able to recall scripture to refute the lie, or the
spin of truth before us. Satan and Eve spoke of death in the garden, and here Satan wants
Christ to throw himself from a structure (death). Satan is referred to as the evil one, in Hebrew
his name means adversary, in 1 John, it is written that the whole world is under his control.
BUT, beloved the way to defeat him in your personal lives is by faith! Draw near to God and he
will draw near to you (Jm 4:8). Unlike Eve refuse to bargain with the truth that is already
planted within you. We must not yield to sin. Be strengthened in Him and I'll say it again,
encourage one another! When you too stand upon the pinnacle, recall Deuteronomy, as it is
written: I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life and
death, blessing and curse. Therefore choose life ... (Deut 30:19).

Day 4: February 25, 2023 Joel Mallary Matthew 4:8-11
Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world
and their glory. And be said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship
me.” Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, You shall worship the Lord your
God and him only shall you serve.”” Then the devil left bim, and bebold, angels came and were

ministering to him.

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the
world and their glory. And he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and
worship me.” Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written,
““You shall worship the Lord your God

and him only shall you serve.””
Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to him.

All the kingdoms of the world and their glory sounds like a pretty enticing deal, but not for
Jesus. Jesus had no interest in gaining the kingdoms of this world at the cost of losing his
connection to his Father. We have been instructed to worship and serve God alone, and Jesus,
as the new Adam, could not break this or any command that has been given. The devil also has
a big oversight in his proposal. He tries to offer the kingdoms of the world to Jesus when he
doesn’t have ownership to give. God alone has ownership of all things. And the wonderful
thing for us is that God has already promised to give the world to His children as an
inheritance. We should remember that the devil has absolutely nothing to offer us.



Day 5: February 27, 2023 Virginia Reinhardt Matthew 4:12-17
Now when he heard that Jobn had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee. And leaving
Nazareth be went and lived in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali,
so that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:“The land of Zebulun and the
land of Naphtali, the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—the people
dwelling in darkness have seen a great light, and for those dwelling in the region and shadow of
death, on them a light bas dawned.” From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for
the kingdom of beaven is at hand.”

In his book, The Returning King, Vern Poythress discusses the meaning of “near” in relation to
the time for God’s kingdom to come to earth, time for King Jesus to return to earth. His belief
is that time in this context is not an element in the word near, but a measurement of
completion such as “nearly full or near harvest time”. Itis the completion that takes place in
the character of believers who overcome sin to become completely holy in the presence of a
holy God. Only when they are complete in holiness can they be in the presence of a holy God
in His kingdom. No one can achieve this level of holiness without the forgiveness of our
LORD and Savior given to us through His death on the Cross. His forgiveness is ours when
we REPENT. This is my prayer for ALL of us:

Thank You, LORD, for the gift of Godly sorrow which leads us to REPENTANCE that

brings salvation with no regrets so that we may come to our senses and escape from the trap of
the devil who has taken us captive to do his will. 2 Corinthians 7:10, 2 Timothy 2:24-26

Day 6: February 28, 2023 Allison Gregory-Graff Matthew 4:18-22
While walking by the Sea of Galilee, be saw two brothers, Simon (who is called Peter) and
Andrew bis brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. And be said to them,
“Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” Immediately they left their nets and followed
him. And going on from there be saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee and Jobn bis
brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets, and be called them.
Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.

Jesus says “Come, follow me”

The phrase in itself is so powerful. How special is it for the Lord to choose us, to want us to
follow Him. The Lord is Almighty and perfect. He doesn’t need us in the slightest. However,
again and again, He chooses us and asks us to follow Him, to come along with Him. The
Father did not even need to create us in the first place, but that’s just who He is. There was no
way that he was going to exist by Himself or with only heavenly beings. He created us so that
He could share life with us and pour into us. It’s such an honor anytime that He asks us to
come with Him.

In this passage, the disciples model for us the correct reaction. “At once they left their nets and
followed them” “ “and immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.”



They actually left their jobs and family to follow Jesus. The text states that they left
“immediately” and “At once”. The disciples did not hesitate to follow the Lord, and we should
follow their example each and every time we hear the command to “Come, follow me.”

Day 7: March 1, 2023 Theresa Smith Matthew 5:1-6
Seeing the crowds, be went up on the mountain, and when be sat down, his disciples came to him.
And be opened bis mouth and taught them, saying:

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.

Blessed are the meek, for they shall inberit the earth.

Blessed are those who bunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.”

This passage begins with the Sermon on the Mount and introduces the Beatitudes. Jesus
wanted the Beatitudes to open the eyes of his listeners and realize what kind of teacher he was,
and what message he was presenting. In researching this topic, I saw an analogy that said to
change “Blessed are” to Congratulations. So, Congratulations to the poor in spirit for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven. Congratulations to those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
Congratulations to the meek, for they will inherit the earth. Congratulations to those who
hunger and thirst for righteousness for they will be filled.

Jesus tells us that these are good things, it is ok to be poor in spirit so we can strive to address
our spiritual growth and not just accept that we are poor in spirit. So when we tell someone
Congratulations that they are expecting a baby, for example, we are also saying wow, you are
going to be a parent for ever and ever, go learn how to be the best one you can be! Your reward
will be priceless and life changing. We need to be motivated to move beyond acceptance of the
status quo to action, and this is a good thing! Some thought the Beatitudes were a negative
message, but they really are a wake-up call to strive to be closer to our spiritual self.

Day 8: March 2, 2023 Tiago Atwi Matthew 5:7-12
“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.

Blessed are the pure in beart, for they shall see God.

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.

Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of beaven.
Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you

falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they
persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Matthew 5:7-12, Beatitudes pt 2 is fairly straight forward: Each Beatitude describes a state of
blessedness and the corresponding reward that awaits those who embody it. Here are the
meanings of each verse:

"Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy” (Matthew 5:7): This Beatitude
emphasizes the importance of showing compassion and forgiveness to others, even when they



don't deserve it. "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God” (Matthew 5:8): This
Beatitude highlights the value of having a sincere and genuine heart. Those who are pure in
heart, free from deceit and hypocrisy, will be rewarded with the ultimate blessing of seeing
God. "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God” (Matthew 5:9): This
Beatitude stresses the importance of making peace and resolving conflicts between people.
Those who actively seek to bring peace to others will be recognized as children of God.
"Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven" (Matthew 5:10): This Beatitude acknowledges that living a righteous life may result in
persecution and suffering from others. However, those who endure such trials will be rewarded
with the ultimate blessing of inheriting the kingdom of heaven. "Blessed are you when they
revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. Rejoice and be
exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who
were before you" (Matthew 5:11-12): This Beatitude is directed towards those who face
ridicule, persecution, and slander for their faith in Jesus Christ. Such individuals are
encouraged to rejoice in the knowledge that their reward in heaven will be great, just as it was
for the prophets who came before them.

This a biblical argument for morality and faith going hand in hand.

Day 9: March 3, 2023 Maura Foret Duhon Matthew 5:13-16
“You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, bow shall its saltiness be restored? It is no
longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people’s feet. You are the
light of the world. A city set on a bill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it
under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light
shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in
heaven.

As I was reading this passage that I thought I knew so well, I discovered something "new,"
something I had never seen before: Jesus' BOLD declaration about His disciples and their
mission is spoken in PRESENT tense!!! He tells His disciples, "YOU ARE..." Not "you will
be," but "YOU ARE...." And out of their BEING, their YOU ARE state of salt and light,

comes their mission.

Today, Christ's bold statement still stands and applies. Our LORD declares, states, affirms,
professes, proclaims, maintains and guarantees that YOU ARE the SALT of the earth and
YOU ARE the LIGHT of the world for the HERE AND NOW, not past, not future, but
PRESENTLY. This means..YOU ARE TO BE PRESENT:......in this time......in this place
...... in this moment Christ's SALT and LIGHT in this world. Itis in the little things, in the
every day moments, in the every day, ordinary places and in the every day conversations and
interactions with others that God gives us opportunities to be savory, tangy SALT and warm,
beautiful, glowing, overcoming LIGHT to this unsavory, dark and hurting world. Remember:
YOU ARE the difference the world needs to hear and see and touch and talk to. BE



PRESENT. Listen, visit, hug, encourage, cry with, rejoice with, pray with, cook for, sing for,

Lord, today, this day, help me to be FULLY PRESENT in the PRESENT to bring SALT and
LIGHT of CHRIST'S redeeming grace and love to others in our hurting world. Amen.

Day 10: March 4, 2023 Celina Atwi Matthew 5:17-20
Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them
but to fulfill them. For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot,
will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these
commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven,
but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell
you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the

kingdom of heaven.

This passage of course appeals to the pharisee in me... the schedule and check list maker. I like
the rules, the daily disciplines and habits, the routines... However, what the Pharisees did in a
bad way, can be done in a faithful and true manner. A few weeks ago we read in the passages
surrounding Jesus' birth, "And when the days for their purification according to the law of
Moses were completed, they brought Him up to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord as it is
written in the Law of the Lord..." (Luke 2:22,23) In other words, the Holy Spirit led Mary and
Joseph to fulfill the law on behalf of Jesus so that it could be said of Him and His life that He
kept the law entirely.

In Romans Paul also urges us to: Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he
who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law. For this, “YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT
ADULTERY, YOU SHALL NOT MURDER, YOU SHALL NOT STEAL, YOU SHALL
NOT COVET,” and if there is any other commandment, it is summed up in this saying,
“YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.” Love does no wrong to a
neighbor; love therefore is the fulfillment of the law. (Romans 13:8-10) Behold in this passage
the magnificent beauty and greatness of the ten commandments as an expression of true love
for one's neighbor! He who loves his neighbor does not steal from him nor in like manner
murder, covet...

It is popular in some theological circles to believe that we are done keeping the law or exempt
because of Christ's work. But here Paul reemphasizes what Jesus tells us in the Sermon on the
Mount, namely that the law must be entirely accomplished down to the smallest letter and
stroke. That even the least of the commandments is significant and should not be annulled,
and that we should keep and teach these commandments. Finally Jesus tells us that our
righteousness must surpass that of the religious elite. Jesus goes on further to say in verse 48
"Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”



Since it is obvious we cannot keep these standards, we must cast ourselves upon Jesus who lived
the life of true love and sacrifice fulfilling the law on our behalf and now continues resurrected
to effect our sanctification and glorification. That leaves us in the position of relying
completely on Christ for His work while simultaneously needing the Holy Spirit to lead us in
tulfilling the true love which is at the base of the commandments.

Day 11: March 6, 2022 Bill Cober Matthew 5:21-32
“You have beard that it was said to those of old, You shall not murder; and whoever murders will
be liable to judgment.’ But I say to you that everyone who is angry with bis brother will be liable to
Judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, You fool!”
will be liable to the bell of fire. So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember
that your brother bas something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be
reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. Come to terms quickly with your
accuser while you are going with bim to court, lest your accuser hand you over to the judge, and the
Judge to the guard, and you be put in prison. Truly, I say to you, you will never get out until you
have paid the last penny.

“You have beard that it was said, You shall not commit adultery.’ But I say to you that everyone
who looks at a woman with lustful intent bas already committed adultery with ber in his beart.
If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of
your members than that your whole body be thrown into hell. And if your right hand causes you to
sin, cut it off and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your

whole body go into bell.

“It was also said, “Whoever divorces bis wife, let him give ber a certificate of divorce.” But I say to
you that everyone who divorces his wife, except on the grounds of sexual immorality, makes ber
commit adultery, and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.

The Old Testament was simple: hear the laws and obey the laws. The ancient Israelites found
obedience difficult and failed time and time again, but there was little doubt what was
expected. Jesus changed all that, making it much more complicated, as our 39th President
admitted.

It is not sufficient to abstain from committing murder and to abstain from committing
adultery; Jesus warned us that even thinking such thoughts or having such desires is equally
sinful. As Jimmy Carter admitted, “I’ve looked on a lot of women with lust. I’ve committed
adultery in my heart many times.” Not just actual murder or physical harm, but even thinking
injurious thoughts or simply being angry at someone separates us from unity with God.
Fortunately, Christ’s substitutionary atonement, the taking on of our sins by giving his life on
the cross, cleanses us, granting us a path to salvation.



Day 12: March 7, 2023 Kevin Lindholm Matthew 5:33-48
Again you have beard that it was said to those of old, “You shall not swear falsely, but shall
perform to the Lord what you have sworn.” But I say to you, Do not take an oath at all, either by
heaven, for it is the throne of God, or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the
city of the great King. And do not take an oath by your bead, for you cannot make one hair white
or black. Let what you say be simply “Yes” or “No”; anything more than this comes from evil. You
have beard that it was said, “An eye for an eye and a rooth for a tooth.” But I say to you, Do not
resist the one who is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right check, turn to him the other also. And
if anyone would sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. And if anyone forces
you to go one mile, go with him two miles. Give to the one who begs from you, and do not refuse the
one who would borrow from you. You have heard that it was said, “You shall love your neighbor
and hate your enemy.” But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so
that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he makes bis sun rise on the evil and on
the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. For if you love those who love you, what
reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? And if you greet only your
brothers, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? You
therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

Simplicity is not the opposite of difficulty. The temptation in a conflict or a mere
inconvenience, especially verbal, can often yield a smokescreen of excuse or cheap words. We all
know the words to dance around an issue. There is that tendency to jockey for a contradictory
position of fluid commitment to leave ourselves in a favorable light. There is desire to be a hero
in our own narrative and yet we can very easily sell our integrity to achieve it. Contradiction
abounds. This is a passive approach, one that is unkind.

There is truth and kindness in the simplicity of letting your yes be yes and your no be no. Why
is this so difficult? If you love your neighbor, then be honest. Don’t try to please. Love those
around you by giving a simple, honest answer.

Day 13: March 8, 2023 Diane Bartlett Matthew 6:1-4
Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by them, for then you
will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. Thus, when you give to the needy, sound
no trumpet before you, as the bypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be
praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. But when you give to the
needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be

in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

At that time in Israel, all were expected to participate in acts of charity. But some blew
trumpets when they gave in order to draw attention from men to themselves, in order to
receive honor or admiration from men. They were giving without care or mercy for the less
fortunate. They were selfishly concerned only with their own status among men. Jesus said
that is all the reward they will receive because their reason in giving was to be honored and



respected by men. Jesus was making the point that our intentions in giving are just as
important as the act itself. We should give with love and mercy for our fellow people, without
boasting or showing oft. Our acts of righteousness done in secret will be seen by the Father and
rewarded accordingly.

Day 14: March 9, 2023 Maura Foret Duhon Matthew 6:5-15
And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray in the
synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have
received their reward. But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your
Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. And when you pray, do
not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do, for they think that they will be beard for their many

words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him. Pray then
like this:

Our Father in beaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, but if you do
not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.

As alittle girl around 4 or S years old, one of my most cherished memories was of my beloved
Daddy and I kneeling together beside my bed as he taught me "The Our Father" or "The Lord's
Prayer." Now, even in my adulthood, this prayer Jesus taught His first disciples remains the
most prayed prayer on my lips. Being an inquisitive person, I love that this prayer had its origin,
from one curious disciple's request, after observing His Teacher pray, "Lord, teach us how to
pray, as John also taught his disciples.” What a GIFT this disciple's inquisitiveness gave us!!! But
this gift, I fear, even in my own life, has been treated as common and often seems rote when I
pray it.

When this happens, I am reminded of a retreat I attended, where the leader suggested that we
RE-WRITE The Lord's Prayer and use this practice and method as a tool to personalize it; to
make it more heartfelt and bring it back to its right-standing in our prayer life.

So, here is my prayer:

"Our Father Who Artin heaven..." God, You are MY Father! Wow! That blows my mind! The
God of the Universe is MY Father. And Jesus, Your Beloved Son, gave me permission to address
You as such! YOU ARE MINE! And....I am YOURS!!! Iam YOUR child.

"Hallowed be Thy Name." Your NAME is VERY GREAT!!! Oh, how I LOVE Your Name!
Your name is Yahweh, Emmanuel, God With Us, Adonai, Yeshua, Kings of Kings, Lord of
Lords, The Lamb of God, The Lion of the Tribe of Judah, Messiah. Just calling out your name
fills me with awe for You and brings me peace and comfort.



"Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” Lord, I am so glad that this
world and life I have is not the end, but rather the beginning. Though the world seems to be in
chaos and there is still suffering, pain and death, YOUR Kingdom IS COMING!

In fact, it is already HERE!!! I am living in Your Kingdom RIGHT NOW on this earth! AND
Your will, from before this world was created by Your hand, is being accomplished,
simultaneously as it is around Your throne room in heaven. EVERY THING is subject to

YOU, My King!!!

"Give us this day our daily bread..." Father, though You are in heaven, You are VERY
PRESENT in this world. You KNOW all my needs even before I ask. You will provide for all of
them, but IMUST ASK You, Giver of All Good Things.

"And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.” Lord, You are
"All-Knowing." You know all my thoughts. You see into my heart. You see my sins against You,
my neighbor and myself. Every day, I am reminded of my falling short of Your glory. Please
forgive me, once again, for what I do and what I fail to do for You each day. Please clean me up
and bring me back to Yourself, so that I might love You and love my neighbor as myself. My
soul, my body, my heart, my mind belong to You this day.

"And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil." Help me, dear Father, to not give
into temptation, to allow myself to be drawn away from Your Presence. Keep me close to You,
so that Your Light will continually fill my heart and soul and the darkness of evil will not
overcome me. Deliver me from my every-wandering heart and lead me into Your Way
everlasting.

"For Thine is the Kingdom and the Power and the Glory, Now and Forever." LORD, ALL is
accomplished BECAUSE YOU ARE THE KING and YOUR KINGDOM HAS come, IS
coming and WILL come, NOW and FOREVER!!! Amen.



Day 15: March 10, 2023 Adam Hunter Matthew 6:16-18
And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces that their
fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. But when you
fast, anoint your head and wash your face, that your fasting may not be seen by others but by your
Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

The oft-misunderstood discipline of fasting can be a double-edged sword. As we deprive
ourselves of something that we are used to having, our natural inclination is to fill that void
with something else. The “hypocrites” of whom Jesus speaks fill it with the attention and
admiration of others. They withhold from themselves something that is finite and fleeting and
merely replace it with something else that is finite and fleeting. Their reward is emptiness.

Our fasting—or any spiritual discipline we do, for that matter—should be done with the intent
of being seen and filled by the One who is infinite and lasting. During this season of Lent, let
us remember that the reward we seek is Christ himself, who alone can meet our deepest needs.
“For he satisfies the longing soul, and the hungry soul he fills with good things” (Psalm 107:9).

Day 16: March 11, 2023 Ellen Brammer Matthew 6:19-24
Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves
break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust
destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your beart
will be also.

The eye is the lamp of the bodly. So, if your eye is bealthy, your whole body will be full of light, but
if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in you is darkness, how
great is the darkness! No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the
other, or be will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.

Jesus teaches the crowd that they must turn away from the practice of storing up treasures for
themselves on earth and setting their hearts on these temporal things instead of the heavenly
things their creator has for them.They are worshiping creation instead of the God who made
them and called them to be a people set apart for Him. Jesus leads them patiently and lovingly
to understand that it is a change of heart which is required to return to loving God in the full
Covenant relationship. They are going to need a lot of help from Jesus to achieve this, and they
do not know that he will soon give His life as the atonement for their sins, to make possible
their return to right relationship with God. Jesus tells them that each must make the decision
for himself whether he will commit to God or continue worshiping creation, but God
Almighty will not take his place among the idols of men.



Day 17: March 13, 2023 Susan Bell Matthew 6:25-34
Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink,
nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than
clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your
beavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And which of you by being
anxious can add a single bour to bis span of life? And why are you anxious about clothing?
Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon
in all bis glory was not arrayed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which
today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of
little faith? Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?” or ‘What shall we drink?’ or
What shall we wear?’ For the Gentiles seck after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows
that you need them all. But seck first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these
things will be added to you. Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be
anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.

Why would I think I could do better than what He provides? Are these things that are
weighing on me preventing me from following His will in my life?

"But seek first the kingdom of God" When realizing such worries are invading my mind and
obstructing my faith, I find relief in prayers of gratitude for all God has given and brought me
through.

fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will belp
you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. Isaiah 41:10

Day 18: March 14, 2023 Donna Guillory Matthew 7:1-6
Judge not, that you be not judged. For with the judgment you pronounce you will be judged, and
with the measure you use it will be measured to you. Why do you see the speck that is in your
brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? Or how can you say to your brother,
“Let me take the speck out of your eye,” when there is the log in your own eye? You hypocrite, first
take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother's
eye. Do not give dogs what is holy, and do not throw your pearls before pigs, lest they trample them
underfoot and turn to attack you.

We as believers are to be merciful, forgiving, and slow to judge. Jesus warns us about judging
others because we will be judged in the same way. May this help us to remember to be merciful
and forgiving to others in the hope that others will be merciful and forgiving to us. In the
“measure we use, it will be used to measure us.” and that on the Day of Judgment, if we are
merciful and forgiving then God will measure/judge with mercy. We are more blind to our
own faults but easily see the faults in others. We must read, pray, study and look inward and
judge not others, but ourselves. Jesus tells us in Matthew 5:14-16 we are the light of the world
and to let our light shine before others. We are to share the Gospel, but there is a warning in
this reading, that not everyone will be receptive, some will reject the message. Pearls are



beautiful and valuable and symbolize the beauty and great value of the Gospel, the message of
the Kingdom of God. I pray God will give me a kind, loving and discerning heart.

Day 19: March 15, 2023 Shawn Howren Matthew 7:7-11
Ask, and it will be given to you; seck, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For
everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened.
Or which one of you, if bis son asks him for bread, will give him a stone? Or if be asks for a fish,
will give him a serpent? If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how
much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask him!

Back in 2000 I was getting ready to retire from the Navy at that time I had not been attending
church. Alady I used to work with named Judy asked me what I was concerned about. I was
worried I would not be able to sell my house prior to moving back home. She said to me, “You
ask your father for $5, why don’t you ask God for what you need and be specific and pray on
it.” Well, I took her up on it. I prayed to God to help me close on my house by May 16th and
receive just enough money to make it until I could find a job after I move back home.” Well,
low and behold that is exactly what happened and I received $5000, $1000 for each year I
owned the home.

Once home, I began to worry about my future employment. I tried it again. I asked God for a
job starting on July Sth getting paid what I was getting paid while in the Navy. The last week in
the month of June, I received a phone call with a job offer beginning on July 5th getting paid
what I was getting paid in the Navy.

I will never ever doubt that God Almighty will not answer my prayers! I just have to learn to be
specific!

Dear Father in Heaven, please help me to never doubt you and that my devotional will help
those who may have any doubt that he would not do the same for them. In Jesus' precious
name. Amen and Amen

Day 20: March 16, 2023 Scott & Carmen Comeaux Matthew 7:12-23
So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the
Prophets. Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to
destruction, and those who enter by it are many. For the gate is narrow and the way is hard that
leads to life, and those who find it are few. Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's
clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves. You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes
gathered from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the
diseased tree bears bad fruit. A bealthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear
good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Thus you
will recognize them by their fruits. Not everyone who says to me, “Lord, Lord,” will enter the
kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. On that day
many will say to me, “Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your



name, and do many mighty works in your name?” And then will I declare to them, “I never knew
you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.”

Jesus commands us to “do to others what you would have them do to you,” in everything.
Right, the “golden rule.” It seems we have always known this teaching in our hearts, even
though we haven’t lived perfectly according to it. In the verses to follow, Jesus is setting the
stage for a real “come to Jesus’ meeting” in verse 7:21. He illustrates the consequences following
the golden rule with a comparison of the narrow and wide gates, and a warning against
following false prophets. It is hard to live righteously and good fruit only can come from a
good tree. We got this! But wait. Jesus makes a ‘mike drop’ statement (paraphrased) that not
everyone who professes their faith in Him through word and deed will enter the kingdom of
heaven. Huh? Yikes, this is scary to think about. But we should because our eternal life
depends on it. Not that we have the power to determine our salvation, but our lives must bear
the fruit of the righteousness of Christ. Oh Jesus, we praise you for your loving plan of
salvation and have mercy on our souls. Make us, Lord, like you today and the rest of our
earthly life. Amen.

Day 21: March 17, 2023 John Guillory Matthew 7:24-29
“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built bis
house on the rock. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that
house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock. And everyone who bears these
words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man who built bis house on the sand.
And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it
[ell, and great was the fall of it.” And when Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were astonished

at bis teaching, for be was teaching them as one who had authority, and not as their scribes.

Jesus, speaking to the disciples and the crowd, while giving his Sermon on the Mount, has just
explained what we must do to be a follower of Christ. He explains how blessed we are and will
continue to be, by keeping his commandments and warns us of the dangers of not doing so.
He is showing us how great his love is for us, while giving us lessons in how to be a participant
in his eternal kingdom and not to be led astray. How easily we get distracted, tempted, and
pulled away from God, by the world around us. We become focused on ourselves and make
idols of objects, fame, and fortune. That is a foundation built on sand, which surely will cause
us to crumble and sink into the abyss of our own accord. He says, we are wise to build up
ourselves on a strong foundation. What stronger foundation can there be, but The Rock,
Christ, Son of the living God, Creator of the world. We must become like rocks, strong and
immovable in our faith, so we can become building blocks to further his kingdom. We will
need to weather the storms that are sure to come, only by perseverance and continuing in faith
to share the Good News of Christ, will we be known by our good fruits and be a part of the
light of the world, by unceasingly glorifying, our Father in heaven.



Day 22: March 18, 2023 Dana Andrus Matthew 8:23-27
And when be got into the boat, bis disciples followed him. And bebold, there arose a great storm on
the sea, so that the boat was being swamped by the waves; but be was asleep. And they went and
woke him, saying, “Save us, Lord; we are perishing.” And he said to them, “Why are you afraid,
O you of little faith?” Then be rose and rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a great

calm. And the men marveled, saying, “What sort of man is this, that even winds and sea obey
him?”

When reflecting on this passage, we can take comfort in the fact that even the disciples had
moments where their faith dwindled and they called out to Jesus for help. Some of them were
skilled fisherman, and they still begged Jesus to help them when they experienced this terrible

storm! (What a storm it must have been!)

We all experience storms today: storms that rock our world and change our circumstances.
Storms that change life as we know it, often to a point where we know that things will never be
the same. Although we have strong faith as Christians, we sometimes do not want to surrender
to God’s plan in the midst of the storms of life. Even though we believe in the presence of Jesus
in difficult times and often feel the presence of Jesus when facing adversity, we may have
moments of panic and call out for help. Jesus is never far away, and he hears our pleas. He
there is to calm the storm or to calm our hearts and minds. Sometimes our circumstances
change, but we often experience the love of Christ through others or just the calming sense of
His presence surrounding us through our trials. Finding Jesus in our storms becomes easier as
we grow in our relationship with Him.

Let us pray. Jesus, thank you for the times you calmed the storms in my life, and thank you for the
times that you calmed me. Show me how to be a calming presence to others during their storms.
Amen.

Day 23: March 20, 2023 Mark Wilson Matthew 9:1-8
And getting into a boat be crossed over and came to his own city. And bebold, some people brought
to him a paralytic, lying on a bed. And when Jesus saw their faith, be said to the paralytic, “Take
beart, my son; your sins are forgiven.” And behold, some of the scribes said to themselves, “This
man is blaspheming.” But Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, “Why do you think evil in your
bearts? For which is easier, to say, Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise and walk’> But that you
may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—be then said to the
paralytic— “Rise, pick up your bed and go home.” And be rose and went home. When the crowds
saw it, they were afraid, and they glorified God, who had given such authority to men.

Jesus sees and recognizes the faith of the men carrying the paralytic man and said, “Take
courage” or “be of good cheer”, “thy sins are forgiven thee.” Jesus knew that this would spark
outrage from the scribes but only in their thoughts: Jesus can read our thoughts. This is the
same story found in the second chapter of Mark and the 5 th chapter of Luke minus the



removal of the roofing tiles to lower the paralytic man down to Jesus. What do his sins have to
do with his physical impairment?

This is an older belief system that I shared for most of my life, that you must have done
something to cause your physical unattractiveness or ailment. Or maybe, your parents sinned
and now you are suffering the consequences (see the healing of the man born blind in John 9).
The basis of this wrong belief system is that people get what they deserve because they hold the
physical external world as being much more important than the internal spiritual world,
connected to God the Father through Jesus Christ. In our achievement oriented society, this is
the marketing technique: if you have this physical inanimate object, you will be content. The
world’s system is based on an effective marketing campaign which starts on young children
(think toy commercials in between cartoons) and progresses throughout their lives with the
myth that money buys health, wealth, and a fulfilled life. With enough money, we can fix what
ails you — even bad looks.

Jesus is showing us something else. When we forgive others and then ourselves, we are healed.
This power to transform resentments into asking God for the gift of forgiveness alters our
perception from judgment to grace, mercy, and compassion.

I believe the paralytic man had given up all hope of being healed: physically, mentally, and
spiritually. It was the faith of his friends that was recognized by Jesus. This is a symbol of prayer
for us. We are not to concern ourselves as to why God heals physical diseases, pains, and
emotional scars of some people and not others. Our healing and wholeness begins within when
we turn to the Creator of the Universe and answer the call He sends out to our souls to be His
children through faith in Jesus Christ. Our internal healing is more important that external
healing or events. At certain times known only to God, the internal transcends the external. It’s
the internal relationship that is the most important.

Day 24: March 21, 2023 Virginia Reinhardt Matthew 9:9-13
As Jesus passed on_from there, be saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth, and he said
to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed him. And as Jesus reclined at the table in the house,
behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and were reclining with Jesus and bis disciples. And
when the Pharisees saw this, they said to bis disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax
collectors and sinners?” But when be beard it, be said, “Those who are well have no need of a
physician, but those who are sick. Go and learn what this means: I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’
For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.”

A church is God’s hospital for sinners. We can rely totally on God’s unfailing love for sinners.
And He wants us to partner with Him in caring for those inside and outside of His hospital. 2
Corinthians 6:1-2 Jesus says that we care for sinners by showing them mercy. The mercy of
God is spiritual therapy, a cure-all for spiritual ailments. The following ancient prayer is an
antidote for any malady of soul or spirit:



LORD Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner (add the names of other sinners

you pray for).

Day 25: March 22, 2023 Sam Hawkins Matthew 9:35-38
And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and
proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and bealing every disease and every affliction. When he
saw the crowds, he bad compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep
without a shepherd. Then be said to bis disciples, “The barvest is plentiful, but the laborers are
few; therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”

Jesus saw there were multitudes of people who needed help and he had compassion..... because
there were so many instead of having his disciples go and attend to them, he told them to pray
that God would send forth laborers to tend to the people (the harvest).

Day 26: March 23, 2023 Pat Brenham Matthew 10:26-33
So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered that will not be revealed, or hidden that will not be
known. What I tell you in the dark, say in the light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim on
the housetops. And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him
who can destroy both soul and body in bell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of
them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. But even the bairs of your bead are all
numbered. Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows. So everyone who
acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who is in beaven, but
whoever denies me before men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven.

There have been many times in my life when I've been almost overcome by fear and worry...
worry being just another manifestation of fear. God wants us to do neither! In fact, he
commands us to FEAR NOT! Living in fear and worry, we effectively disown Jesus by showing
alack of trust in Him and His promises to love and care for us always. Diligent prayer and
faithfully reading God’s Word can move us from fear to joy as we learn to trust in the promises
of our Lord, Jesus Christ.



Day 27: March 24, 2023 Scotty Weeks Matthew 10:34-39
Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to bring peace, but a
sword. For I bave come to set a man against bis father, and a daughter against her mother, and a
daughter-in-law against ber mother-in-law. And a person’s enemies will be those of his own
household. Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves
son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. And whoever does not take bis cross and follow

me is not worthy of me. Whoever finds bis life will lose it, and whoever loses bis life for my sake
will find it.

You will often hear that religion has been the root of many wars. I am sure this passage has been
used to validate many of those claims. I can imagine many of Jesus’ audience also took this as a
battle cry for the zealots hoping to overthrow the Roman occupiers and usher in the age of the
Messiah’s reign. As a person that has served in the military, this passage has been perplexing and
challenging. How could Jesus make such a claim when He teaches about loving one another,
love your neighbor as yourself, and even love your enemy. Love is an act of willing the good of
others. This seems to contradict Jesus’ statement of ‘not bringing peace but a sword’. We see
during Jesus’ whole ministry He brought division in almost every town and region he preached
in. Even to this day the mention of Jesus brings mixed reactions. We see it in many families. We
see it from political and religious to social and academic leaders. Jesus’ coming brought a sword
from the very beginning. Not a sword of God's judgment, nor one of military action, or of
personal violence.

The item Jesus refers to here is the Greek term machairan, most often used for large knives such
as those used by fisherman. The main purpose of those blades was to separate different parts of
a cut of meat—this is the same term used in the book of Hebrews to depict Scripture's ability
to separate truth and error (Hebrews 4:12). Jesus coming to earth brought hope and
righteousness to a fallen world.

Day 28: March 25, 2023 William Stout Matthew 13:44-46
The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up.
Then in his joy be goes and sells all that be bas and buys that field.

Again, the kingdom of beaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, who, on finding one
pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it.

The truth often lies buried: it is like rich veins of ore in the sacred Scriptures; it must be
searched out with diligence, and its discovery will repay a man for all his sacrifices. This is the
treasure that will make you rich, the possession of the forgiving and cleansing grace of God
which is in Jesus Christ.



Day 29: March 27, 2023 Lisa Hawkins Matthew 14:13-21
Now when Jesus heard this, be withdrew from there in a boat to a desolate place by himself. But
when the crowds beard it, they followed bim on foot from the towns. When he went ashore be saw
a great crowd, and he had compassion on them and healed their sick. Now when it was evening,
the disciples came to bim and said, “This is a desolate place, and the day is now over; send the
crowds away to go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” But Jesus said, “They need not go
away; you give them something to eat.” They said to him, “We have only five loaves bere and two
[fish.” And be said, “Bring them here to me.” Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass,
and taking the five loaves and the two fish, be looked up to heaven and said a blessing. Then he
broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. And they
all ate and were satisfied. And they took up twelve baskets full of the broken pieces left over. And

those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children.

Jesus had just heard about John and he needed time alone, but crowds heard where he was and
followed. Did Jesus send these people away? No! He saw to their needs, putting his own aside.
When evening came, the disciples wanted to send everyone home to eat, but again, Jesus saw
the needs of the crowd and provided for them. And boy did he provide! A few meager loaves of
bread and a couple of fish fed over five thousand hungry people with twelve baskets of
leftovers!

Jesus takes what we have and turns it into enough....how awesome is that?

Day 30: March 28, 2023 Holly Hunter Matthew 14:22-33
Immediately be made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side, while be
dismissed the crowds. And after be had dismissed the crowds, he went up on the mountain by
himself to pray. When evening came, be was there alone, but the boat by this time was a long way
from the land, beaten by the waves, for the wind was against them. And in the fourth watch of the
night be came to them, walking on the sea. But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they
were terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!” and they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to
them, saying, “Iake beart; it is I. Do not be afraid.”

And Peter answered bim, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” He said,
“Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus. But when he saw
the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink be cried out, “Lord, save me.” Jesus immediately
reached out his hand and took hold of him, saying to him, “O you of little faith, why did you
doubt?” And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat worshiped him,
saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

Chaos. They found themselves in chaos. After witnessing the astonishing miracle of Jesus
feeding over five thousand people, the disciples of Jesus were now stranded in a boat in the
middle of a chaotic storm, fearing for their lives. But then, out of nowhere, comes their Lord,
hovering over the water like the Spirit of God at creation (Genesis 1:2).



As Christians, we know that we worship the God who has command over all nature. Yet, like
Peter, when we are in the midst of the storms of life and the insanity of the world around us,
it’s easy to take our eyes oft him and sink into the chaos. In this season of Lent, we must
remember that it is Jesus who will make the storm be still and the waves of the sea hush (Psalm
107:29). He will bring order to the chaos.

Day 31: March 29, 2023 Ed Abell Matthew 16:21-28
From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many
things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised.
And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall
never happen to you.” But be turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a
hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of
man.” Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and
take up his cross and follow me. For whoever would save bis life will lose it, but whoever loses bis
life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit a man if be gains the whole world and forfeits
his soul? Or what shall a man give in return for his soul? For the Son of Man is going to come with
his angels in the glory of bis Father, and then be will repay each person according to what be has
done. Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will not taste death until they see the
Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

Peter is the Disciple with whom I can most closely identify, not because of his ultimate
ministry and leadership, but his humanity, and the way Jesus dealt with him.

Perhaps Peter’s “high point” before the resurrection was in Matthew 16:13, when Jesus asked
his disciples “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” After a few comments about what
“the people” are saying, Jesus asks the Disciples “Who do you say I am.” Here Simon Peter says
“You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”

Jesus Blesses Peter, giving him the keys to the kingdom, appearing to put Peter in a very
powerful position, and obviously in great favor with Jesus. However, this does not last long. In
the next few verses of Matthew 16, Peter incurs the wrath of Jesus who tells the Disciples that
he must suffer and die in Jerusalem. Peter challenged Jesus, saying in 16:22 “Never, Lord” * **
“this shall never happen to you.” Jesus' response in 16:23 is “Get behind me Satan! You are a
stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human
concerns.”



Day 32: March 30, 2023 Teri Cober Matthew 18:1-6
At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?”
And calling to him a child, be put bim in the midst of them and said, “Truly, I say to you, unless
you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of beaven. Whoever humbles
himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. “Whoever receives one such child in
my name receives me.”

An actress gives a fine performance in a movie, but she doesn’t get the Oscar nomination she
believes she deserves. At the awards ceremony, the nominees are named and applauded
enthusiastically, while she sits in bitter jealousy, a frozen smile on her face for the cameras.
Afterwards, she makes a snarky comment or two to some journalists, revealing the sad state of a
heart that cannot be happy for the winner. She is not alone in this state, of course, just not
clever enough to hide it well like the rest of us do. Whom has she bested, and whom has she
harmed?

In the disciples’” argument about which of them was the best, they appealed to their Rabbi for a
judgment. Rather than lecture them about their self-focused chasing of personal glory, He just
brought forth a child to display a contrast between where they were and where they ought to
have been. What is it about the child that we should emulate in order to achieve the title of
“greatest in the kingdom of heaven”? Let’s start with modeling humility, love for others,
obedience, teachability, and eagerness to serve. We can help the little ones to see lives of
righteousness, and then see where the Savior takes us from there.

Day 33: March 31, 2023 Lauren Daigle Matthew 18:10-14
“See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that in heaven their angels always
see the face of my Father who is in beaven. What do you think? If a man bas a hundred sheep,
and one of them bas gone astray, does be not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in
search of the one that went astray? And if be finds it, truly, I say to you, be rejoices over it more
than over the ninety-nine that never went astray. So it is not the will of my Father who is in

beaven that one of these little ones should perish.”

In the parable of the Lost Sheep, the shepherd leaves his other ninety-nine sheep to go look for
the one sheep who has gone astray. When the lost sheep is found, the shepherd rejoices! This
shows how precious and important we are to Jesus, our own Good Shepherd. Even though we
are prone to wander, our Good Shepherd still pursues us. In Isaiah 43:1, the Lord tells us,
"....Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine." What comfort
and hope that we have a Good Shepherd who loves us, calls us by name, and pursues us even
when we stray. May we always know the voice of the Good Shepherd.



Day 34: April 1, 2023 Carla Johnston Matthew 20:17-28
And as Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, be took the twelve disciples aside, and on the way be said to
them, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem. And the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief
priests and scribes, and they will condemn him to death and deliver him over to the Gentiles to be

mocked and flogged and crucified, and be will be raised on the third day.”

Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came up to him with ber sons, and kneeling before bhim she
asked him for something. And be said to her, “What do you want?” She said to him, “Say that
these two sons of mine are to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your kingdom.”
Jesus answered, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I am to
drink?” They said to him, “We are able.” He said to them, “You will drink my cup, but to sit at
my right hand and at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it bas been
prepared by my Father.” And when the ten heard it, they were indignant at the two brothers. But
Jesus called them to bim and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and
their great ones exercise authority over them. It shall not be so among you. But whoever would be
great among you must be your servant, and whoever would be first among you must be your slave,
even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for
many.”

“Let another man praise thee, and not thine own mouth; a stranger, and not thine own lips.”
Proverbs 27:2

“For though the LORD is exalted, Yet He regards the lowly; But the haughty He knows from
afar.” Psalm 138:6

“Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind let each of you
regard one another as more important than himself...” Philippians 2:3

Our God associates with the humble, selfless, and poor in spirit, but is far from the proud
hearted. To be great in the kingdom of God, one must think little of oneself. This is contrary to
the world’s teaching that promotes high self-esteem and putting yourself first. We are taught by
the world to live for ourselves and our own pursuits and pleasures, but the Bible teaches
something diametrically opposite: lay down your life for your friends.

God delights in exalting the lowly, sending a savior who was not a mighty monarch but a
suffering servant. The divine paradox is that in God’s economy, the first is last and the last first.
(Matthew 20:16)

“He has brought down rulers from their thrones, And has exalted those who were humble.”
Luke 1:52

“He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.
Therefore also God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every
name, that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE SHOULD BOW, of those who are in heaven,



and on earth, and under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” (Philippians 2:4-11)

So take heart, ye poor in spirit. Yours is the kingdom of Heaven.

Palm Sunday: April 2, 2023 Susan Williams Matthew 21:1-11
Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus
sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately you will
find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says
anything to you, you shall say, “T'he Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at once.” This took
place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying, “Say to the daunghter of Zion, ‘Bebold, your
king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’

b

The disciples went and did as Jesus bad directed them. They brought the donkey and the colt and
put on them their cloaks, and be sat on them. Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road,
and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. And the crowds that went
before him and that followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” And when be entered Jerusalem, the
whole city was stirred up, saying, “Who is this?” And the crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus,
from Nazareth of Galilee.”

In these verses, Jesus included disciples, the donkeys’ owner, and even the donkeys in fulfilling
the Zachariah’s messianic prophecy. Throughout the Old Testament, Kings (including David
and Solomon) rode donkeys ceremonially to signify peace and humility. The disciples put their
cloaks on the donkeys’ backs and Jesus rode on the colt (described in the Luke 19:30 as never
before ridden) the last couple of miles into the city of Jerusalem. There is no other mention of
Jesus riding on anything in scripture, indicating the uniqueness of this event. The crowds with
Jesus laid their cloaks and branches on the path to honor Him, and their cheering stirred up
the Jerusalem residents and prompted them to ask who was coming. That the crowds answered
“This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee” demonstrated that they thought Jesus
was a successor to the powerful prophets of old, but did not understand that Jesus was the long
awaited Messiah. These verses illustrate Jesus’s obedience in fulfilling the prophecy to the
smallest detail and the grace with which He received the adulation of the crowds while fully
aware that some (or most) of them would call for His crucifixion in only a few days.

Father Lord, give me the discipline to study your Word and be obedient to its wisdom. Grant
me grace to to love the crowds despite their shifting opinions. Amen.



Day 35: April 3, 2023 Dave Buckless Matthew 21:12-17
And Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who sold and bought in the temple, and be
overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those who sold pigeons. He said to
them, “It is written, My house shall be called a house of prayer,” but you make it a den of
robbers.”

And the blind and the lame came to bim in the temple, and he bealed them. But when the chief
priests and the scribes saw the wonderful things that be did, and the children crying out in the
temple, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” they were indignant, and they said to him, “Do you hear
what these are saying?” And Jesus said to them, “Yes; have you never read, ‘Out of the mouth of
infants and nursing babies you have prepared praise’?” And leaving them, be went out of the city
to Bethany and lodged there.

Have you ever come home from a trip to the market, eager to cook in your kitchen? You have
spent the necessary time picking the right produce, the freshest meats, the most precious spices
and all manner of goodies intended to bring about the most delectable feast. You can see the
finished product in your mind's eye and if you strain your senses just a bit, you can almost
smell the aroma. You walk into your kitchen only to find that it’s a wreck. Maybe one of the
kids has decided to set up camp on the kitchen counter to do an art project (due tomorrow of
course). Perhaps someone has decided this is the time to balance the budget and the kitchen is
littered with receipts, legers, canceled checks, invoices, junk mail etc. Would you be upset? I
would. The kitchen is not a place for art projects or accounting. It is a room for sautéing,
baking and chopping. You have made it into a junk mail storage warehouse.

Sometimes these things happen in my house. But what if we came home to something more
sinister in the kitchen? Not quite as innocent as an art project or the filing of correspondence.
What if there was dirty water in the sink? What if there was mold growing in the oven? What if
the refrigerator showed signs of a real science project in the making? What would you think if
your kitchen more closely resembled the men's room at a football game? What would you do
next? You would clean the kitchen and remove the filth. Only then, with a clean kitchen,
would you begin to prepare the meal.

In the 21st chapter of Mathew, Jesus has come into his Father's house and has found it filled
with business that had no place in the House of God. Some of it wasn’t only misplaced, it was
immoral and sinful. Things counterproductive to the business at hand. Jesus then cleans the
temple. He cleans it well with some spiciness thrown in. Once cleaned the true business of the
Lord began to take place. There seems to be a new Chef in the kitchen and the line cooks are

not happy.

The Chief Priests of the temple are truly ignorant of the goodness of God. Neglecting the
blind who now see and the lame that now walk, they focus on the children crying out that this
is the Messiah, the promised savior of Israel and imply that they are blaspheming. Jesus



responds to their indignation with a question- ..” Have you never read “out of the mouth of
infants and nursing babies you have prepared praise?

While they may have read it, they did not take it to heart. Had they actually been doing their
job they would have recognized HIm for what He was. They certainly would not have allowed
the “kitchen” to become so dirty.

Day 36: April 4, 2023 Richard Bischke Matthew 22:15-22
Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle him in his words. And they sent their
disciples to bim, along with the Herodians, saying, “Ieacher, we know that you are true and teach
the way of God truthfully, and you do not care about anyone's opinion, for you are not swayed by
appearances. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” But Jesus,
aware of their malice, said, “Why put me to the test, you bypocrites? Show me the coin for the tax.”
And they brought him a denarius. And Jesus said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is
this?” They said, “Caesar’s.” Then be said to them, “Therefore render to Caesar the things that are
Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God's.” When they beard it, they marveled. And they left
him and went away.

As Jesus had great influence with the people the Pharisees planned to trap Him, by tricking
Him to speak against Roman Authority (Luke 20:19-20 ...they might catch him in something
he said, so as to deliver him up to the authority and jurisdiction of the governor.).
Understanding the Pharisees' intentions, Jesus responds with one of the most clever retorts in
all of history (Matt 22.21, Render unto Caesar what is Caesar, and unto God what is God's).
Even His critics were astonished, as they marveled at His ability to avoid the trap and left

abruptly.

Yet, Jesus' message was twofold, as his intent was also to distinguish the relationships between
God versus Government. As God established Government we are to submit to Government,
and even pay our taxes (Romans 13:1-7, Everyone must submit to the governing sources...).

Day 37: April 5, 2023 Peter Johnston Matthew 26:17-35
Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Where will you
have us prepare for you to eat the Passover?” He said, “Go into the city to a certain man and say to
him, “The Teacher says, My time is at hand. I will keep the Passover at your house with my
disciples.”” And the disciples did as Jesus bad directed them, and they prepared the Passover.

When it was evening, be reclined at table with the twelve. And as they were eating, be said,

“Truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me.” And they were very sorrowful and began to say to
him one after another, “Is it I, Lord?” He answered, “He who has dipped his hand in the dish with
me will betray me. The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that man by whom the
Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that man if be had not been born.” Judas,
who would betray him, answered, “Is it I, Rabbi?” He said to him, “You have said so.”



Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to the disciples,
and said, “lake, eat; this is my body.” And he took a cup, and when be had given thanks be gave it
to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out
for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you I will not drink again of this fruit of the vine until
that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom.”
And when they bad sung a bymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. Then Jesus said to them,
“You will all fall away because of me this night. For it is written, I will strike the shepherd, and
the sheep of the flock will be scattered.” But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.”
Peter answered him, “Though they all fall away because of you, I will never fall away.” Jesus said
to him, “Truly, I tell you, this very night, before the rooster crows, you will deny me three times.”
Peter said to bim, “Even if I must die with you, I will not deny you!” And all the disciples said the
same.

Reading the story of the Last Supper in Matthew, one detail that stands out to me is Jesus’
reference to himself as a shepherd, the disciples as sheep, and his prophecy that they will fall
away and scatter. In this light, it is striking to consider that the shepherd feeds his sheep even
when he knows his sheep are about to leave him. The natural mind might think: if my sheep
are falling away, why bother with feeding them any more? But Jesus not only makes sure the
sheep are fed, he also feeds them in a way that they will remember, in fact commanding them to
continue eating this way in order to remember. This we continue to do every Sunday in
communion.

Jesus’ example breaks our paralysis in considering who to love, and how much to love. Make no
mistake, whether due to drift, departure, or death, all our friends and family will ultimately
leave us. Nevertheless, we feed them and love them, with confidence that those sheep God has
called God will save. Like the disciples in Galilee, in the end we will gather again around Jesus.

Day 38: April 6, 2023 Bob Ogle Matthew 26:36-46
Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to bis disciples, “Sit bere,
while I go over there and pray.” And taking with bim Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, he began
to be sorrowful and troubled. Then be said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death;
remain here, and watch with me.” And going a little farther be fell on bis face and prayed,
saying, “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you
will.” And be came to the disciples and found them sleeping. And he said to Peter, “So, could you
not watch with me one hour? Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit
indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” Again, for the second time, be went away and prayed,
“My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.” And again be came and
found them sleeping, for their eyes were beavy. So, leaving them again, be went away and prayed
for the third time, saying the same words again. Then be came to the disciples and said to them,
“Sleep and take your rest later on. See, the hour is at band, and the Son of Man is betrayed into
the hands of sinners. Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer is at hand.”



The older I get the more value I see in prayer. Could it be that faith and control are opposites?
I pray more now because I see so many good and well meaning efforts by Christian people, not
bearing much good fruit, if any. In Mt. 26 verses 36-46 we see Jesus and his disciples after the
last supper and before his betrayal and crucifixion. It's a very important time, Jesus is upset
and a bit overwhelmed (a side of him not seen by any of them up to this point). It wasn't
something he ate, it was much deeper than that. He reached out to his disciples to follow him
to a garden. It was in a garden where sin first entered the world and now in a similar place Jesus
was going to begin to realize and bear the sin of the whole world. This is why Jesus came to
Earth to permanently make a way for mankind to take care of the sins in their lives.

A task like this must be assisted with help from above. Jesus calls them to first pray in verse 36.
Remember in verse 35 Peter and all the disciples said that they would follow him even to their
deaths. Jesus took the disciples he was closest to (Peter, James, and John) and went "a little
farther” and fell on his face, desperate before God. You know the rest of the story- his disciples
could not stay awake (it must have been the big meal they just ate!) they all fell asleep even after
he came three times to wake them up.

Have you ever fallen asleep while praying? I have many times. I'm not proud of that fact but
many of those times it's when I'm laying in bed at night praying for loved ones-what a great
way to fall asleep! But this was not that kind of situation. For the first time in Jesus' life he was
saying to them I need you (not vice versa). Jesus was asking them to go deeper with him. Our
prayer life begins very selfishly asking God to help and save us. Hopefully after a time of
walking with Jesus our prayers should begin to change. There are many levels to prayer and the
SPIRIT will challenge us (as Jesus challenged his disciples) to go "a little farther” in prayer.

It's been said that prayer changes things. I believe that! The first thing it changes is you and me.
Let God change the focus of your prayers and let the miracle of transformation begin to
happen in you! The ripple effect will happen and slowly but surely the world will begin to

change right in front of our closed sleepy eyes!

Day 39: April 7, 2023 Pat Michael Matthew 27:27-55
Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor's headquarters, and they gathered the
whole battalion before him. And they stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and twisting
together a crown of thorns, they put it on his head and put a reed in bis right hand. And kneeling
before bim, they mocked bim, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” And they spit on him and took the
reed and struck him on the bead. And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the robe
and put his own clothes on bim and led him away to crucify him. As they went out, they found a
man of Cyrene, Simon by name. They compelled this man to carry his cross. And when they came
to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), they offered him wine to drink, mixed
with gall, but when be tasted 1t, be would not drink it. And when they bad crucified bim, they
divided his garments among them by casting lots. Then they sat down and kept watch over him
there. And over bis bead they put the charge against bim, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of



the Jews.” Then two robbers were crucified with him, one on the right and one on the left. And
those who passed by derided him, wagging their beads and saying, “You who would destroy the
temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the
cross.” So also the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked him, saying, “He saved others; he
cannot save bimself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down now from the cross, and we will
believe in him. He trusts in God;; let God deliver bim now, if be desires bim. For be said, T am the
Son of God.”” And the robbers who were crucified with him also reviled him in the same way.

Now from the sixth bour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. And about the
ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” And some of the bystanders, bearing it, said, “This
man is calling Elijah.” And one of them at once ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine,
and put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink. But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether
Elijah will come to save him.” And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up bis
spirit. And bebold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth
shook, and the rocks were split. The tombs also were opened. And many bodies of the saints who
had fallen asleep were raised, and coming out of the tombs after bis resurrection they went into the
holy city and appeared to many. When the centurion and those who were with him, keeping watch
over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were filled with awe and said, “Truly this
was the Son of God!” There were also many women there, looking on from a distance, who had
followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering to him.

Those who loved him, believed in him, followed him, saw him work miracles, where did they
go? What happened to the believers who saw him raise their beloved ones from death. Where
has everybody gone?

Ironically, insults were beard, Raise the temple, Come down from the Cross, He saved
Others, He Can’t Save Himself, If He Comes Down From The Cross We Will Believe
Him.

Some of the people still milling around said, “This man is calling for Elijah.” Some gave him
sour wine to drink, others wanted to see if Elijah would come. But no - Jesus, breathed his last.
About the ninth hour Jesus cried out in aloud voice El7, Eli, lema, sabachthani?, that is My
God, My God, Why have you forsaken me?

He gave up his spirit. At that moment, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, the earth
shook, the tombs opened, bodies of the saints were raised. The centurions keeping watch were
terrified and said, “Truly this man was God’s Son.”



Day 40: April 8, 2023 Cheryl Ogle Matthew 27:57-66
When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who also was a
disciple of Jesus. He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate ordered it to be
given to him. And Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen shroud and laid it in his
own new tomb, which be had cut in the rock. And be rolled a great stone to the entrance of the
tomb and went away. Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb.

The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered
before Pilate and said, “Sir, we remember how that impostor said, while he was still alive, After
three days I will rise.” Therefore order the tomb to be made secure until the third day, lest his
disciples go and steal him away and tell the people, ‘He has risen from the dead,’ and the last
fraud will be worse than the first.” Pilate said to them, “You have a guard of soldiers. Go, make it
as secure as you can.” So they went and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone and setting a

guard.

As I read and meditated on these scriptures, I am struck with how these verses show such
contrast. Scriptures 57-61 We find that Jesus has died, and his burial is what must happen next.
Jesus spoke of his death; his followers should have been prepared. But his 11 disciples are
nowhere to be found, they have scattered. Thankfully Joseph of Arimathea comes to do what
must be done. Sometimes it can be hard for us to face the reality of a difficult situation even
when we know it is coming. While Joseph goes about making sure all the necessary things are
taken care of, we find Mary Magdalene and the other Mary sitting opposite the tomb. Can you
feel their despair, confusion, sadness? They are bewildered at best, Jesus told them what to
expect, they just need to remember who He was and what He said would happen in three days’
time.

Sometimes we get overwhelmed by circumstances, and we forget what we know to be true
about Jesus and who He is in our lives. It is comforting to know that Jesus will show up and
help us to face what we need to face. Meanwhile in verses 62-66 we see the Pharisees over
preparing for an event they are convinced will happen. They are trying to preempt something
they suppose is coming. They are very convincing, and very motivated, but very wrong in what
they believe. They are short sighted and have ignored what Jesus said and who Jesus is. In three
days, Jesus will keep His word and there is nothing that they can do to prevent it. Sometimes
we choose to ignore truth, because to acknowledge it will require a change in our beliefs and in
our lives. Jesus’ burial brought about a set of circumstances for both His believers and
nonbelievers. It will require a choice for both, one will lead to a firm faith and the other
uncertainty and unbelieve.

This Easter season let’s remember who Jesus said he was and believe He will do what He said

He would do. Let’s grow in our faith.



KyrIEe (SETTING BY ANTONIN DVORAK, 191H C.)
Kyrie, Kyrie, eleison

Kyrie, Kyrie, eleison

Christe, Christe, eleison

Christe, Christe, eleison

Kyrie, Kyrie, eleison

Kyrie, Kyrie, eleison

Gobp BE MERCIFUL TO ME (PsaLm 51)

God, be merciful to me, on thy grace I rest my plea;

plenteous in compassion thou, blot out my transgressions now;
wash me, make me pure within, cleanse, O cleanse me from my sin.

My transgressions I confess, grief and guilt my soul oppress;
I have sinned against thy grace and provoked thee to thy face;
I confess thy judgment just, speechless, I thy mercy trust.

I am evil, born in sin; thou desirest truth within.
Thou alone my Savior art, teach thy wisdom to my heart;
make me pure, thy grace bestow, wash me whiter than the snow.

Broken, humbled to the dust by thy wrath and judgment just,
let my contrite heart rejoice and in gladness hear thy voice;
from my sins O hide thy face, blot them out in boundless grace.

Gracious God, my heart renew, Make my spirit right and true.
Cast me not away from Thee, Let Thy Spirit dwell in me;
Thy salvation's joy impart, Steadfast make my willing heart.



WERE You THERE (AFRICAN-AMERICAN SPIRITUAL, 191H C.)
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? (X2)

O! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble

Were you there when they crucified my Lord?

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? (X2)
O! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?

Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb? (X2)
O! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble
Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb?

Were you there when He rose up from the grave? (X2)
O! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble
Were you there when He rose up from the grave?

WHAT WONDROUS LOVE IS THIS

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul!

What wondrous love is this, O my soul!

What wondrous love is this, that caused the Lord of bliss,
To bear the dreadful curse, for my soul, for my soul,

To bear the dreadful curse for my soul.

To God and to the Lamb, I will sing, I will sing!

To God and to the Lamb, I will sing!

To God and to the Lamb, who is the great "I AM, "
While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing!
While millions join the theme, I will sing.

And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on!
And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on,

And when from death I'm free, I'll sing and joyful be,
And thro’ eternity, I'll sing on, I'll sing on,

And thro’ eternity, I'll sing on.
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