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General Revelation

Known to everyone
Natural
Continuous

Creational

Romans 1:19-20
Psalm 19:1

Special Revelation

Those who heard/read

Supernatural
Final/Finished

Salvific

Romans 10:17
Hebrews 1:1-2
2 Peter 1:20




Types of Arguments

Deductive
Inductive

Persuasive



CONSIDER THE UNIVERSE
"BEGINNING - NO BEGINNING
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The Kalam Cosmological Argument

P1: Whatever begins to exist must have a cause.
P2: The universe began to exist.

Therefore: The universe has a cause.



P1: Everything that begins must have a cause.

1. Something cannot come from nothing.

2. If something can come from nothing, then
it becomes inexplicable why just anything
or everything doesn’t come into being
from nothing.

3. Common experience and scientific
evidence confirm the truth of Premise 1.



What About Quantuum Particles?

“Quantum-mechanical events may not have
classically deterministic causes, but they are not
thereby uncaused or acausal. The decay. of a
nucleus takes place in view of physical actualities
and potentialities internal to itself, in relation to
a spatio-temporal nexus governed by the laws of
guantum mechanics.



Quantuum Particles, cont’d

The fact that uranium atoms consistently decay.
into atoms of lead and other elements — and not
into rabbits or frogs — shows that such events
are not acausal but take place within a causal
nexus and lawlike structures. Accordingly, it
seems plausible to assume the validity of some
causal principle in such cases.



Quantuum Particles, cont’d

God, knowing both the states internal to the
nucleus and its external environment and
governing laws, can at any given moment
“See what the nucleus is about to do.”

John Jefferson Davis, Frontiers of Science and Faith, 55-56, as quoted in
Groothuis, Christian Apologetics, 209.



The Kalam Cosmological Argument

P1: Whatever begins to exist must have a cause.
P2: The universe began to exist.

Therefore: The universe has a cause.
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Apply the 2" Law of Thermodynamics
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Hydrogen Emission Spectrum

wavelength, A (nm)

Hydrogen Absorption Spectrum

¥ wavelength, A (nm)
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“Einstein reconcelved gravity as a
geometric property of spacetime, something
he saw as a multidimensional “fabric” that
objects having mass could warp. . . . Space
tells matter how to move, and matter tells
space how to curve.” - stephen Meyer
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The Kalam Cosmological Argument

P1: Whatever begins to exist must have a cause.
P2: The universe began to exist.

Therefore: The universe has a cause.
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More Information Needed?

... You must no longer walk as the Gentiles
do, in the futility of their minds. They are
darkened in their understanding, alienated
from the life of God because of the
ignorance that is in them, due to their
ardness of heart.

Ephesians 4:17-18



Personal Creator?

1. “As Richard Swinburne points out, there are two types of causal

explanation: scientific explanations in terms of laws and initial
conditions and personal explanations in terms of agents and their
volitions. . . . A first state of the universe cannot have a scientific
explanation, since there is nothing before it, and therefore it cannot
be accounted for in terms of laws operating on initial conditions. It
can only be accounted for in terms of an agent and his volitions, a
personal explanation.”

William Lane Craig, Reasonable Faith, Kindle page 152.
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Personal Creator?

2. “Second, the personhood of the cause of the universe is implied by

its timelessness and immateriality. The only entities we know of which
can possess such properties are either minds or abstract objects like
numbers. But abstract objects do not stand in causal relations. . .
.Therefore, the transcendent cause of the origin of the universe must
be of the order of the mind.”

William Lane Craig, Reasonable Faith, Kindle page 152.
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Personal Creator?

3. “Third, this same conclusion is also implied by the fact that we

have in this case the origin of a temporal effect from a timeless cause.
...The cause is in some sense eternal and yet the effect which it
produced is not eternal but began to exist a finite time ago. How can
this be? If the necessary and sufficient conditions for the production
of the effect are eternal, then why isn’t the effect eternal? How can all
the causal conditions sufficient for the production of the effect be
changelessly existent and yet the effect not also be existent along
with the cause? How can the cause exist without the effect?”

William Lane Craig, Reasonable Faith, Kindle page 153.
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God is Self-Existent

For as the Father has life in himself, so he has
granted the Son also to have life in himself. —

John 5:26

The God who made the world and everything in
it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live
in temples made by man, nor is he served by
human hands, as though he needed anything,
since he himself gives to all mankind //'j% an

breath and everything. — Acts 17:25



Objections to the Cosmological Argument

. Straw Man Fallacy

Philosophical Presuppositions

Fallacy of Composition

Multiverse

Quantum Theory “Spontaneous Events”
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How NOT to state the Cosmological Argument

P1: Everything that exists must have a cause.
P2: The universe exists and so must have a cause.

Therefore: The universe is caused by a first cause (God).

This slide adapted from Douglas Groothuis, Christian Apologetics: A Comprehensive Case for Biblical Faith,
Second Edition, p. 202.
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The Kalam Cosmological Argument

P1: Whatever begins to exist must have a cause.
P2: The universe began to exist.

Therefore: The universe has a cause.
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Objections to the Cosmological Argument

Straw Man Fallacy

Philosophical Presuppositions

Fallacy of Composition

Multiverse

Quantum Theory “Spontaneous Events”
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Philosophical Presuppositions

“An infinite universe would relieve us of the
necessity of understanding the origin of matter
at any finite time in the past.”

Physicist Robert Dicke, quoted in the 2026 film , The story of Everything, 24:45.
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Objections to the Cosmological Argument

Straw Man Fallacy

Philosophical Presuppositions

Fallacy of Composition

Multiverse

Quantum Theory “Spontaneous Events”
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Objections to the Cosmological Argument

Straw Man Fallacy
Philosophical Presuppositions
Fallacy of Composition

Multiverse
Quantum Theory “Spontaneous Events”
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Objections to the Cosmological Argument

Straw Man Fallacy

Philosophical Presuppositions

Fallacy of Composition

Multiverse

. Quantum Theory “Spontaneous Events”
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Quantum Theory

"Because there is a law such as gravity, the universe
can and will create itself from nothing. Spontaneous
creation is the reason there is something rather than
nothing, why the universe exists, why we exist. It is
not necessary to invoke God to light the blue touch
paper and set the universe going."

Stephen Hawking, The Grand Design, .
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Conclusion

“Given the metaphysical impossibility of the universe
coming into being from nothing, belief in a
supernatural Creator is eminently reasonable. At the
very least we can say confidently that the person who
believes in the doctrine of creatio ex nihilo will not
find himself contradicted by the empirical evidence of
contemporary cosmology, but on the contrary, fully in
line with it.”

William Lane Craig, The Story of the Cosmos, page 200.
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