
 
MORE ABOUT WHAT TO EXPECT AT OUR SERVICES 

 

 

WHY DO WE EMPHASIZE WORSHIP?  
At Island Church Praise and Worship is a priority. The Bible tells us that God 
inhabits the praises of His people. In this time and culture, do have what it 
takes to be passionate worshipers and celebrators of all God does? Just 
observe what goes on at a football, soccer or baseball game! Shouldn’t we 
want to be at least as passionate about expressing our love for God—and 
even more so! Expressing our love for God through singing (praise) brings 
God pleasure and releases His presence among us. Our desire at Island 
Church is to steward an environment where we minister to the Lord, and He 
does His work among us. Biblically, this happens as we express our love for 
God.  

Worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only. —Matthew 4:10 

Come let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the Lord our Maker —
Psalm 95:6 

Who will not fear you, O Lord, and bring glory to your name? For you alone 
are holy. All nations will come and worship you, for your righteous acts have 
been revealed. —Revelation 15:4 

 
HOW SHOULD WE WORSHIP THE LORD?  
The Bible is full of ways as to “how” we should praise and 
worship God, particularly the Psalms. There are so many ways that we can 
express our love for God. All God requires of us is that we worship with 
integrity of heart, being people that are in right relationship with Him and 
others. The important thing is your relationship and expression, and that it 
come from the heart. True worship is honest and not weird. It’s God honoring, 
calls attention to God and not the worshipper. And it’s Personal. We 
encourage you to find a worship method and style that allows you to express 
your heart to God. Sometimes this requires small steps out of your comfort 
zone, but the rewards can be big. Whether you stand or sit, lift  

 

 

 

your hands, pray out loud, kneel, or dance for joy, ultimately, it’s between you 
and God. We simple want to provide a place where you can be comfortable in 
your expression.  

Worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness; tremble before him, all the 
earth. —Psalm 96:9 
Yet a time is coming and has now come, when the true worshipers will 
worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the 
Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in 
truth. —John 4:23-24 
 
WHY DO WE AUDIBLY PRAISE GOD?  
God wants us to express vocally what is in our hearts! While we appreciate 
and value silence, we also want to express audibly our love for God!  
Praise the Lord, O my soul; all my innermost being, praise his holy name. —
Psalm 103:1 

Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise 
- the fruit of lips that confess his name. —Hebrews 13:15 

 
WHY DO WE LIFT OUR HANDS IN WORSHIP?  
You will see some people lifting their hands as they sing their songs of praise 
to the Lord. It’s a way of expressing our love for God, a sign of surrendering 
of our lives to Him, and a sign of being open to what God may want to do in 
our lives.  
I will praise you as long as I live, and in your name I will lift up my hands. —
Psalm 63:4 
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Lift up your hands in the sanctuary and praise the Lord (Psalm 134:2). I want 
men everywhere to lift up holy hands in prayer, with- out anger or disputing. 
—1 Timothy 2:8 

 
WHY DO WE CLAP OUR HANDS?  
Often, we clap our hands and applaud the Lord. We do this as a token of 
appreciation for the wonderful God we serve and for all the wonderful things 
He is doing and does in our lives individually and corporately. Sometimes we 
just want to join in with the music the praise team is making!  
Clap your hands, all you nations; shout to God with cries of joy.  

—Psalm 47:1 
 
WHY DO WE OFTEN STAND WHEN WE SING?  
Standing as we sing helps us in our expressions of love to the Lord. It is also 
a sign of respect when one is in the presence of someone who is worthy. We 
would all stand in the presence of the Prime Minister, a King or a Queen, or a 
President. God is far greater than any earthly ruler, therefore we encourage 
people to stand as we sing and declare His greatness. 
Then some Levities from the Kohathites and Korahites stood up and praised 
the Lord, the God of Israel, with very loud voices. —2 Chronicles 20:19 
After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one 
could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before 
the throne and in front of the Lamb.They were wearing white robes and were 
holding palm branches in their hands. And they cried out in a loud voice: 
Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.—
Revelation 7:9-10 
 
 

 
WHY DO SOME DANCE BEFORE THE LORD?  
The Bible teaches that this is valid expression of our love for God. When we 
worship in Spirit and in Truth, it should involve the whole being...mentally, 
spiritually and physically.  
Praise the Lord. Sing to the Lord a new song, his praise in the assembly of 
the saints. Let Israel rejoice in their maker; let the people of Zion be glad in 
their King. Let them praise his name with dancing and make music to him 
with tambourine and harp. —Psalm 149:1-3. 
 
WHY DO SOME SING OR PRAY IN TONGUES?  
There are times when people pray in tongues (a spiritual gift that helps us in 
our prayer life and in worshipping the Lord). Singing or speaking in tongues 
enable us to communicate heart to heart, spirit to Spirit, with the Lord.  
For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind 
is unfruitful. So what shall 1 do? I will pray with my spirit, but I will also pray 
with my mind; I will sing with my spirit, but I will also sing with my mind . —1 
Corinthians 14:14-15 
 
WHAT IS SPEAKING IN AN UNKNOWN TONGUE AND 
INTERPRETATION? 
 

Spiritual gifts are for the building up and edification of other Christians. 
Tongues and prophecy are two spiritual gifts that find their expression in public 
meetings. They are not meant to call attention to the individual, but for edifying 
the body. Tongues must be accompanied by interpretation.  
Therefore my brothers, be eager to prophesy, and do not forbid speaking in 
tongues. —1 Corinthians 14:39 
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Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common 
good ... to another the ability to speak in different kinds of tongues, and to 
still another the interpretation of tongues 
—1 Corinthians 12:7-10 
I would like every one of you to speak in tongues. —1 Corinthians 14:5 
If anyone speaks in a tongue, two - or at the most three - should speak, one 
at a time, and someone must interpret 
—1 Corinthians 14:27 
 
WHY DO SOME PROPHESY?  
The purpose of prophecy is to encourage, strengthen and comfort Christians. 
We want everyone at Island Church to be encouraged and to be encouragers. 
Everyone can encourage someone! Prophesy will never contradict or add to 
the written Word of God.  
Follow the way of love and eagerly desire spiritual gifts, especially the gift of 
prophecy ... But everyone who prophesies speaks to men for their 
strengthening, encouragement and comfort. —1 Corinthians 14:1-3 
 
WHY DO WE RECEIVE TITHES AND OFFERINGS?  
Giving is a form of worship, expressing our love of God and recognizing that 
He is the source of all provision. Every Sunday at Island Church we 
incorporate giving through tithes and offerings as an act of worship. The 
offering (our tithes – 10% of our income) is used for the work of the church, 
including ministries, salaries, office costs, repairs and maintenance. How we 
use our money is an indication to God as to who is first place in our lives. We 
encourage everyone to tithe (give the first 10% of their income) and to give 
above our tithes to missions, special offerings and other work of God.  
Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my 
house. Test me in this, says the Lord Almighty, and see if I will not throw  

 

open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will 
not have room enough for it. —Malachi 3:10 
On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of 
money in keeping with his income, saving it up so that when I come no 
collections will have to be made. —1 Corinthians 16:2 
Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 
whoever sows generously will also reap generously. Each man should give 
what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, 
for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to 
you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will 
abound in every good work. —2 Corinthians 9:6-8 
 
WHY DO PEOPLE HANG OUT AFTER SERVICE?  
At Island Church we are a relational Church. We enjoy each other’s company 
and want to express our love and appreciation of others. So, we often hug, 
handshake, smile, and even write others a note of thanks. We are grateful for 
every person that comes to Island Church, knowing that God loves them and 
has a purpose for their lives.  
Greet one another with a kiss of love. —1 Peter 5:14 
Everyone with me sends you greetings. Greet those who love us in the faith. 
—Titus 3:15 
All the brothers here send you greetings. 
Greet one another with a holy kiss. —1 Corinthians 16:20 
  


