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Kia Ora from New Zealand! We are the Cherry Family. My name is Justin and I am the Lead Minister of Discover Church 

in Auckland, New Zealand. My wife, Jennifer, is the founder and Executive Director of The Back2School Project, a 

charitable organization we started 5 years ago. We have three children, Rylee (17), and sons Gavin (14) and Zane (9). 

Jennifer and I have been married for 23 years. 

 Jennifer is creative and has a gift for hospitality. Rylee is our artsy girl who loves drawing and writing stories. Gavin is 

our athlete. He is currently playing basketball. Zane is our little energizer bunny, who also plays basketball. From the 

time he gets up till the time he crashes at night he is full on. We love our little family and are excited to be growing up 

together in Auckland.  

We’ve been church planters in New Zealand since March 2008. Our love for the South Pacific started when we 

participated in the HUA program with Harding University in 1998. This gave us the opportunity to travel all over Australia 

and fall in love with this part of the world. After our time at Harding University I began working for Phillips Petroleum 

(later ConocoPhillips). We later made the decision to obtain training and develop the skills needed to be missionaries 

and plant churches in New Zealand. Our training was through two primary organizations: Sunset International Bible 

Institute and Missions Resource Network.  

 

Ministry Update 

This mission has been an incredible journey for us. We have seen God’s love break down walls left and right, in our own 

lives as well as in the lives of those we’ve been called to minister to here in New Zealand. This mission has become more 

than just what we do, it has become a part of who we are. 

The 2022 year brought many highs and lows in our life and in our mission. We received our citizenship, making us dual 

citizens of the US and NZ. It was a long blessing waiting to happen. After almost two years of anxiety and lockdowns 



from COVID in New Zealand, we saw the end of the rainbow and people began to heal and return to living their lives. In 

this we saw slow growth begin to happen at Discover Church as people were looking for answers as to who God is in this 

world and what is the point of life.  

The end of 2022 led to so many new and continued opportunities to serve the communities of Western Auckland. The 

Back2School Project almost tripled in size and opportunity, and the NorWest Care Trust Food Bank so massive growth in 

both need, but also ways to serve and share the good news of Jesus Christ.  

We also experienced open doors to be more active helps in our communities by partnering with local churches and 

community groups to look for ways to create better living environments for families and individuals in our networks. We 

are excited for the possibilities of the 2023 year.  

In terms of Discover Church, we have found ourselves in need of a few growth areas. First, we are looking to establish 

some consistent leadership training opportunities with those in our church, but also inviting those around to participate 

as well. We will be looking to start a second service on Sunday evenings designed to invite those on the fringes of church 

or on a different journey with God to come and participate in a time of hard questions and honest answers. We have a 

number of people interested in being a part of a group where we discuss real life issues and how God’s intentions for his 

people are to live out a life of unity helping one another thrive. We will also be looking to start a children’s gathering a 

couple times a month, as well as a more frequent teenage gathering that creates a space that is just their own.  

In terms of some of our community initiatives: The Back2School Project is looking for ways to help families move past 

just need help to working within sustainable families systems. This looks like helping teach budget management, 

partnering them up with social worker or counselors, and other resources that can help families go but need to give back 

themselves. This charity has given us many opportunities to show the love of Christ in the communities lives, both in our 

actions and in helping us earn the right to speak in the lives of the people we serve. We are set to help over 400 

students with full backpacks, stationery needs and resources for the 2023 school year. We also are hoping to help 

schools this year navigate workshops that can assist their families with healthier living and management practices.  

Fifteen years ago I could not have imagined schools and government agencies knowing we are a religious organization 

and wanting to partner with us. This is how big our God is and how he continually opens doors if we are faithful. These 

opportunities are also due to the faithfulness of the Legacy Church of Christ and your partnership with our mission in 

Auckland and others around the world. Thank you of all you do for us all and for your active work in the Kingdom of God. 

 

Good News Stories 

For those of you who might not know the story of Caz coming to know Jesus, here is a brief recap: Caz was a confident 

atheist when we met her. We began leading a study specifically to answer hard questions with honest answers for a 

group of atheists that had invited us into their home. Caz was one of those people.  

She had a hard time reconciling a God who could allow bad things to happen. Her words, “Either your God doesn’t care 

about his people or he is too weak to do anything about it.” Long story short, it was praying for a door knob that opened 

the door for us to study about Jesus with her. That’s right! A door knob! She had a broken door knob in the back of her 

apartment that no one knew about and she said that we could pray that God fix her door knob, but couldn’t tell anyone 

about it. If God answered the pray she would study with us. Well, a friend she hadn’t seen in years dropped by her 

house the next week to fix her door knob they had remembered being broken the last time they had visited! God works 

in mysterious ways. 

A few months later she was baptized. Fast forward to present day. Caz is still an unorthodox Christian, in that she sees 

the world different because of her background and past. God has turned her into a faithful servant and leader in our 

community. When we were on furlough it was Caz who stayed in our house and made sure the doors were open every 

Sunday for our church gatherings. It was Caz who made sure people felt welcome and everyone was up to date on what 



was happening. Caz even began talking to her new boyfriend, who is an atheist, this year about Jesus and after many 

invitations got him to visit one of our gatherings in which he actively participated in the conversations.  

Caz not only received the good news, she became the good news and is a great example of what the good news does in 

our lives. It transforms us. Stories like Caz would not happen without the partnership of The Legacy Church of Christ and 

its faithful members. The good news of Legacy is contagious and spread all the way across the world to NZ.  

We hope that the story of Caz does the same thing and is a contagious good news to Legacy.  

Story of Basketball Community  

You may or may not be aware, but NZ is a beautiful location of the world that stands against much of what we would call 

organized religion. This place is very spiritual in many regards, but in our latest census 42% of NZers consider themselves 

to be of no religious affiliation. Even of those that claim to have a religious affiliation, only 20% are said to be frequent 

members.  

As you can imagine, this creates some challenges in our work that we have to work through. It also provides God with 

some amazing ways to show up and reveal himself through his workers and through the way the country reacts to his 

people.  

We have implanted ourselves in many different aspects of Auckland and have been patient as we knew God was 

working. Some of those experiences have been in seeing schools that once told us they did not want our help in 

communal matters because of our faith, do a 180 and invite us to help them navigate very difficult situations within their 

schools.  

We don’t always think about when God calls us to be patient, it might take 10-15 years to see how that patience pays 

off. Basketball has been one of those faith steps. Both our boys play basketball and I have been coaching for almost 10 

years now, helping with school teams and higher level rep/special teams.  

Part of who we are has always been to be incarnation in our approach to sharing Jesus. We become one of the 

community, but also one of the community as we are one with Jesus. 

I coach two major teams and they both have different atmospheres. Gavin’s team is almost completely Pacific Islander. 

He is the only non-islander on the team. Many of the parents consider him a “very pale islander”.  Among the islanders 

there is a very strong since of spiritual presence and family. They have a belief that there is a God who is in everything 

they do. But much of their religious beliefs are based on fear and tradition rather than relationship.  

On Zane’s team, it is a very mixed group of ethnicities and beliefs, but the majority do not have a faith or belief in a 

higher power. Zane’s group would definitely represent that 42% of no religion people groups. Over the years our teams 

have stayed together, which means many of the families have stayed together. God has provided us favor with many of 

these families because of our relationships with their kids. 

 In Gavin’s team I am often asked to lead us in a devotional or a prayer prior to our games. This has become an 

expectation at times from the players and the parents. In Zane’s team, the families have opened their homes and their 

hearts to the causes we deem important in Auckland. They frequently partner with us in the Back2School Project or the 

food bank. Our conversations often lead to spiritual matters and family matters on how to live better in this world. 

 Where these aren’t conversion stories, it is still part of the good news. It is the journey we all take when coming to 

know Jesus. Just some of us move slower or on different paths than others. It is the good news that we have earned the 

opportunity to speak the name of Jesus, because of our actions and mostly because of the goodness of Jesus living 

through us.  

Legacy has been a faithful partner, knowing how hard the culture would be. You have stood by our sides in 

encouragement, prayers and giving. Your faithfulness in the hard things has been a big part of opening the eyes of 

people to the good news of Jesus Christ to New Zealand. 


