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Phil and Rebecca Jackson have been in Athens, Greece, since February 2020. Prior to their move to 

Greece, the Jackson’s served with a Dallas-based missions organization coordinating missions in Europe 

for seventeen years. They also served in Romania as mission workers for ten years. They have two adult 

children, Alexandra and Samuel. Phil is a preacher’s kid and Arkansas native. Rebecca grew up in 

Germany as a missionary kid.  

Mission Overview  

The Jackson’s mission focus is to submit in prayer personally and communally with local believers, 

mission workers and “almost believers” in order to identify influencers within the different people groups 

in Greece. Since so many of the people they encounter are migrating, connecting with inside community 

leaders while they are in Greece is critical for the long term mentoring and maturation of these leaders.  

The Jackson’s are beginning to see how the growing faith and capacity of these leaders are sharing the 

gospel, not only in Greece, but also in the countries where they are relocating. The mission is for more 
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communities of faith in Jesus throughout Europe, as well as in the home nations of their friends. The 

expectation is that the LORD will provide the partners with whom to pursue this objective. 

 

Mission Focal Points  

The Jackson’s ministry flows from the prayer communities with whom they have found agreement. These 

communities in Athens have been with Greek, German, Swedish, American, Ukrainian, British, Afghan, 

Iranian, Kurdish, Iraqi, Syrian, Pakistani, Egyptian, as well as believers from other nations. The Lord is 

providing counterparts with whom they are learning to wait on the Spirit to advance his mission. The 

Jackson’s have been pursuing the following opportunities and will continue to do so in 2023 with a more 

experienced posture; 

Direct ministry with refugees in Greece. The Jackson’s have connections with formal and informal 

ministries in Greece. These ministries allow them to meet people while addressing pressing human 

needs. These opportunities offer space to listen, pray and share the message of Hope. The Jackson’s have 

chosen to join local churches and ministries in their service initiatives, rather than start and manage their 

own organization. This approach allows them to focus on people (prayer) while they are in Greece, rather 

than fully resourcing an organization.  

Discipling current mission workers in Greece and Europe. The Jackson’s have helped recruit and equip 

many mission workers in Europe, including Greece over the years, and their proximity to these workers 

now offer the chance to continue these mentoring relationships. In 2023, the Jackson’s are prioritizing 

seven mission families in five European countries with whom they have an especially close relationship in order 

to empower more focus on prayer and evangelistic opportunities in their respective cities (which include 

refugees). 

Developing mission workers from the Harvest.  Refugees have many needs constantly pressing upon 

them. These concerns include an asylum process, securing housing, work, re-education for themselves 

and education for children, yet it is remarkable how many are becoming more committed to Jesus and his 

Kingdom. In 2023, the Jackson’s are prioritizing ten refugees who are maturing as leaders and with whom they 

have a close friendship to become part of the network of Christian mission. These refugees are in seven different 

cities in Europe. 

Facilitating US and European short term workers in Greece. Over the last several years, Greece has not 

only collected refugees and their needs, but a large number of Christian and humanitarian workers. The 

Jackson’s anticipate several groups to come to Greece with the expectation to serve in this mission. In 

2023, the  Jackson’s are prioritizing three groups to participate in the local focus on prayer (communally and 

personally) with the various people groups with whom they associate and to serve from within the Spirit’s 

guidance in those communities.   
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Bible study in an Athens park with Syrian and Iraqi 

refugees 

Story of Good News 

A few months ago, Phil went to England to visit 

some relocated refugee friends and to share in 

their current situation. All are in a prolonged 

asylum process that has been complicated by 

the influx of Ukrainians from that war. One 

particular Iranian brother had recently 

participated in an educational short course 

sponsored by the city and invited Phil to his 

graduation ceremony.  The festivities were pleasant - plenty of socializing and food. However, as Phil and 

our Iranian brother ate in the midst of this gathering, our friend looked up at Phil and said, “You know, I’m 

doing all this stuff to try to become more acceptable and approved in my asylum process, but I am 

thinking that when I do receive my documentation, I would prefer to do what you are doing…. What else 

is more important than sharing Jesus with people who are suffering and discouraged? I understand what 

these people are going through - I can help them see that there is more than just a new European.”   

Our well-educated Iranian friend has been on this refugee journey for about four years which has 

included homelessness, arrests and days on the open sea in an overcrowded boat. He is finally in the 

country that he has been trying to reach throughout the many dangers and challenges. And now he is 

suggesting to return to Greece to share the one thing that he believes is most valuable - Jesus as LORD. 

We are firmly convinced that such a metamorphosis in perspective and heart comes only from the Spirit. 

We have merely been present to witness what Jesus is doing among friends like our Iranian brother. We 

continue to pray and explore with our brother how he may step into the next chapter of life with Christ 

once his asylum documentation is completed. Wherever he goes or stays it is evident that the LORD has 

intentions to work through his open heart and to be available to reach out to those that he understands 

so well. These are the partners for whom we pray. 

 

 


