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Nathan Zinck was born in Lubbock, TX and grew up as a missionary kid in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.  He received his 
bachelors in Missions at Lubbock Christian University and a Masters of Divinity at Abilene Christian University. 
 
Sara Zinck was born and raised in Searcy, AR. She studied Microbiology at the University of Arkansas and has master 
degrees in Microbiology and Higher Education from the Universities of Memphis and University of Arkansas in Little 
Rock. 
 
Nathan and Sara met at their sending church, Pleasant Valley in Little Rock, and have been married for fourteen years.  
Their children are Samuel (9) and Elizabeth (6).  They have served in Niterói, Brazil as missionaries for fourteen years. 

 
 
Mission Update  
 
God has been so good to us and the work in Niterói.  In 2019 our last teammates moved back to the US.  Yet in 
2020 we had the opportunity to add a new full-time Brazilian minister.  In 2022 the Lord sent us another new 
Brazilian family that joined the work in Niterói.  It’s been a blessing to have these additions to the work. 
 



 

 

We have been excited to see how God has used the Timothy Project (an apprentice program) to touch the 
lives of several young people since 2019.  Three of those are currently in full-time ministry.  One other is 
studying at a Bible college so that he can be more equipped to serve in full-time ministry.  It has been a joy to 
watch these young people grow personally and spiritually, and become more equipped to serve the Kingdom 
as full-time ministers. 
 
This past year we were able to return to many of the activities we used to do prior to the pandemic.  In 2022 
the city allowed us to return to normal activities with no restrictions.  It has been so good to be able to meet 
together and be encouraged by each other. 
As these restrictions were lifted, we were able to resume several ministries such as: benevolence, children’s, 
couples, small groups and youth. In addition to this we have returned with several fellowship events and it has 
been such a joy to share these moments as a spiritual family. 
 

 
 
Plans for 2023 
 
We are excited about what God will do in the coming year. 
 
This coming year we plan to continue to increase our outreach through the School of the Bible.  In 2022 we 
were able to have incredible results, especially considering we were coming out of the pandemic.  For this 
next year we are planning to increase this impact.  We hope to do this through new course offerings that will 
attract and engage the community.  In 2022 we had a lot of success with some social media ads and we hope 
to continue to capitalize on those this coming year. 
 
This coming year we will have the most participants in the Timothy Project apprentice program so far.  We are 
excited to see how God will work though the lives of these young men to encourage them to grow in their 
personal walks and as they become better equipped to serve in full-time ministry. 
 
We are looking forward to re-starting a few more ministries that have been in hibernation since the pandemic.  
We are also excited that some members will be taking over a couple of ministries.  It is great to see people 
more involved and participating in serving the church and the community. 
 
Finally, we are in prayer for the opportunities God will present to us in the coming year.  It will be exciting to 
see what might come of these open doors. 

 
 
Stories of Good News from 2022 
 
Last year we shared the story about a woman (Elizete) who started coming to church soon after the church 
started in Niterói.  She would come for worship and leave before the last song.  But as time went by she 
continued to become more involved.  For years in small group she would ask during prayer time that her 
husband would commit his life to the Lord.   
Last year we shared how Paulo was baptized in 2021.  This couple has been a joy.  Since Paulo’s baptism both 
have been asking for prayers for their son, Mateus.  Mateus has started participating in some youth activities 
and has even done a few social things with our interns and youth.  He’s visited a few services and we are 



 

 

excited to see how the Lord is working through this family.  Please join us as we pray for Mateus to commit his 
life to the Lord. 
 

 
 
Since 2019 another couple has been visiting the church off and on.  We have tried to reach out to them many 
times in hopes that they would become more involved and committed.  But sometimes people just need a 
little time.  
 
This year as we received a new group of interns they again tried reaching out to this couple’s teenagers in 
hopes that they might participate in some youth events.  The kids started participating sporadically in events 
and as a result the parents have had a renewed interest in the church.  Gildson and Rita have been more 
regular at services and have participated in our small group.  
 
They are not yet married but have sought out Nathan for marital counseling and Bible study.  They have seen 
how their lives need to be conformed to God’s desire for them.  They have set a date to be married and just 
before we left for furlough they both told Nathan that once their marriage is official they would like to be 
baptized.  We are so excited to see how God has been (and will be) working through this family! 
 


