
 

When Acts 11:26 says, “The disciples were called Christians first at
Antioch,” it points to something deeper than just a label. It wasn’t
simply a name people used. It described people whose lives had
been changed by Jesus in a way that everyone could see. Their lives,
their love, their courage, generosity, and witness all reflected Him.

They were Jesus People.

That phrase has lived in my heart for the past several days.

In my sermon, I talked about being “Jesus People” and about what it
means to “be the church.” Not just attend church. Not just believe the
right things. But to actually live in such a way that Jesus is seen in us.
We want to be a family where grace can be felt, not just believed.

This means a lot to me personally.

When I was growing up, church wasn’t just a building we went to on
Sundays. The church cared for us. They gave my family food when we
needed it. They helped us with things we couldn’t do on our own. They
even made sure we had a way to get there. I didn’t just hear about
Jesus’ love—I saw it, I felt it, and it carried me through.

That’s what the church is meant to be.

The church is at its best when it acts as the hands and feet of Jesus in
everyday life. It’s not just a service to go to, but a group of people to
belong to. Church is a family you can lean on and a community where
people really care for each other.

Antioch was known for that kind of witness. And I pray we will be too.

May it be said of us that we look so much like Jesus, love so much like
Jesus, and serve so much like Jesus that the world cannot help but
notice: those people belong to Christ.
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