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FINISH STRONG

May is graduation month for the largest group of seniors | have ever had as
your youth pastor! That's why, this month, our series is titled Finish Strong.

William Culbertson, former president of Moody Bible Institute, once said that
“it's important to start right, but it's imperative to end well.” However, in a
world that seems opposite of everything Christ embodies, how do we have
any hope of crossing the finish line in good shape? Learning to persevere in
our faith is no simple task, but when we discover what to lay aside, what to
focus on, and how to do it, the Light at the end of the tunnel becomes much

brighter.

* Session 1 - Two of Twelve (Numbers 13:25-33) | As the Israelites are on
the doorstep of the Promised Land, they encounter one more hurdle to
overcome, and no, it’s not the other nations. Ten of the twelve spies return
with a negative report, and the Israelites must choose whom to believe.
Similarly, when we near goals or finish lines in our lives, we tend to
hesitate out of fear of what comes next. But when we believe and hold
fast to God’s promises, we are able to finish strong.

« Session 2 - Lay Aside (Hebrews 12:1-3) | Our world doesn't do us any
favors when it comes to finishing strong in our faith. There are countless
distractions and sins waiting to trip us up and hold us back, but if we're
going to run our race well, we must lay aside every weight and every sin.
The only way we can lay them aside and run with endurance is by
keeping our eyes on Jesus.

« Session 3 — Leave Behind (Philippians 3:7-14) | We're all in one of two
boats — when we look at our pasts, we're either proud or ashamed. We're
a people who love to look in the rearview mirror, but when we focus on
what’s behind us, we're unable to move forward into God's call on our
lives. To persevere, we have to leave behind all things, good and bad,
and strain toward knowing Christ.

+ Session 4 — The Finish Line (2 Timothy 4:7-8) | At some point in our race,
we're going to hit a wall. We're going to find ourselves in a situation that
shifts our focus to what's right in front of us, but when we do that, we lose
our motivation to run well. How can we get back on track? We can
regain our motivation by knowing that if we faithfully persevere and seek
the Lord to the end, He will crown us with His perfect righteousness.
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LAST WEEK @ CROSS CHURCH:

WEEKLY NEEDS: 59,986.55

OFFERING: S10,586.44
DIFFERENCE: +5599.89

BUILDING FUND: $273,809.02

ATTENDANCE:

SUNDAY, MAY 10™
294

TUESDAY NIGHT FELLOWSHIP
54

FAMILY NIGHT
105

COMING UP:

MARRIAGE RETREAT
MAY 15™ & 16™

SENIOR SUNDAY
MAY 17™

YOUNG ADULT FELLOWSHIP
JUNE 6™, 6-8 PM e INTERURBAN

TOGETHER WEEK
JUNE 22"° - JUNE 26™
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