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ANNUAL CONGREGATION MEETING 
February 8, 2026, 10:15 am, Chris tian Life Center 

 

AGENDA 
 
T h e  C o n gr e ga t io n  C o u n cil p r e se n ts th e  fo llo w in g age n d a  an d  r e so lu t io n s fo r  
th e  An n u al C o n gr e ga t io n a l M e e t in g: 

• O p e n  w ith  P r ay e r  

• Ad o p tio n  o f Age n d a  

• Re co gn ize  O u tgo in g C o u n cil M e m b e r s 

• N o m in at in g T e am  Re p o r t  ............................................................................ 2  
o Re co gn it io n  o f N o m in at in g T e am  

o Ele ct io n  o f C o u n cil M e m b e r s 

  Su san  Am e s D avid  Be ck  

  Sco t  D o n o van  C ar o l D o ve  

  An ita  H u lsm an  M ar y  W allin  

• Fin an cia l Re p o r ts ........................................................................................... 48  

• Re so lu t io n s 
o M e m o r ia ls .................................................................................................... 3  
o U p d ate d  C h u r ch  M issio n  Sta te m e n t  .................................................... 4 

o 20 26  F in an cia l P lan  fo r  M in ist r y  ...........................................................5 

o Fu n d in g Ap p r o val –  Asso cia te  P asto r  ................................................... 7 
o Fu n d in g Ap p r o val –  Re n o vat io n s to  San ctu ar y  an d  C LC  .............. 7 

• Ad jo u r n m e n t  
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OUTGOING COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 

T h an k  y o u  fo r  y o u r  fa ith fu l se r v ice  an d  le ad e r sh ip !! 

Su san  Am e s D avid  Be ck  T o m  D o ve  
An ita  H u lsm an   Ste p h e n  Lo y d   

 
 
 
NOMINATING TEAM 
 

 Be cky  Re ich ar d t , C h air   
   

 
N o m in e e s fo r  C o u n c il M e m b e r sh ip  

Su san  Am e s  D avid  Be ck  
Sco t  D o n o van   C ar o l D o ve  
An ita  H u lsm an   M ar y  W allin  

 
T h is y e ar , w e  w ill e le ct  five  m e m b e r s to  th e  C h u r ch  C o u n cil, a ll w ill se r ve  
fo r  th r e e - y e ar  te r m s o f 20 26 - 20 28.  

 

 

 

 

SYNOD ASSEMBLY DELEGATES 
 

T h e  vo t in g d e le ga te s fo r  th e  20 26  Sy n o d  Asse m b ly  w ill b e  se le cte d  an d  
an n o u n ce d  la te r  th is y e ar .  
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RESOLUTION –  Memorials  
 

W e  r e m e m b e r  w ith  th an ksgiv in g o u r  m e m b e r s w h o  lo ve d  an d  se r ve d  th e ir  
Lo r d , w h o  p asse d  aw ay  in  20 25 an d  n o w  r e st  fr o m  th e ir  lab o r s. W e  w ill 
co n t in u e  to  p r ay  an d  car e  fo r  th e ir  fam ilie s. 

 

Ro se  Le e  Str a t to n  ................................... Jan u ar y  10  
G e o r ge  W ar r in e r  .................................... Jan u ar y  12  
Kar l W o lf ................................................ Fe b r u ar y  27 
N an cy  Law so n  ............................................... M ay  16  
Ro y  Kr ie n ke  .................................................. M ay  20  
Jo sé  F lo r e s ......................................................... Ju n e  1 
Bar b  W illiam s .................................................. Ju n e  2  
Ilse  N e w lo n  ....................................................... Ju n e  7 
M ar vin  Sch n e id e r  ......................................... Ju n e  19  
Ro b e r t  Be h r e n s ................................................ Ju ly  9  
Lo r e n  C h r iste n se n  ......................................... Ju ly  28 
H an n ah  (C u r r an ) H agg ............................. Au gu st  1 
Be t ty  H o d d e  .............................................. Au gu st  29  
N o r m a D e ck  ....................................... Se p te m b e r  21 
P a t  Ste ge r  ............................................ N o ve m b e r  25 
D avid  Be n n e tt  .................................... D e ce m b e r  25 
C ar o ll P im p le r  ................................... D e ce m b e r  25 
 
 

Alm igh ty  G o d , w e  r e m e m b e r  w ith  th an ksgiv in g th o se  w h o  h ave  
lo ve d  an d  se r ve d  Yo u  in  Yo u r  ch u r ch  o n  e ar th , w h o  n o w  r e st  
fr o m  th e ir  lab o r . G r an t  th a t  w e  m ay  co n t in u e  o u r  co u r se  in  fa ith  
u n t il b y  Yo u r  ca ll w e  r e u n ite  w ith  th o se  w h o  h ave  go n e  b e fo r e  u s 
th r o u gh  Yo u r  So n , Je su s C h r ist  o u r  Lo r d . Am e n .  
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RESOLUTION –  Update  to Church Mis s ion Statement 
 

C U R R E N T : 

As b r o th e r s an d  siste r s in  C h r ist , w e  a r e  ca lle d  to  in v ite  p e o p le  to  kn o w  
C h r ist , to  b u ild  a  co m m u n ity  o f fa ith , an d  to  se r ve  a ll in  lo ve  to  th e  glo r y  o f 
G o d . 

 

P R O P O SE D : 

As b r o th e r s an d  siste r s in  C h r ist , w e  a r e  ca lle d  to  in v ite  a ll p e o p le  to  kn o w  
C h r ist , to  b u ild  an  in te r ge n e r a t io n a l co m m u n ity  o f fa ith , an d  to  se r ve  a ll in  
lo ve  to  th e  glo r y  o f G o d . 
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RESOLUTION –  2026 Financial Plan for Minis tries  
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Strategic Plan for Minis try 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reignite  Youth and Family Minis tries  

Expand Small Groups  and Discipleship Pathways  

         Become One Body 
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RESOLUTION –  Funding Approval for Associate  Pas tor 
 

T h e  fo u r th  r e so lu t io n  fr o m  th e  C o u n cil is to  ca ll an  Asso cia te  P asto r  to  P alm  Valle y  
Lu th e r an  C h u r ch , u t iliz in g th e  U n r e st r icte d  In ve stm e n ts fu n d  to  p r o v id e  
co m p e n sa t io n  an d  b e n e fits fo r  th r e e  y e ar s, fo r  a  to ta l am o u n t  u p  to  $450 ,0 0 0 .0 0 .  

 

 

 

 

 

RESOLUTION –  Funding Approval for Campus  Facility Renovations  
 

T h e  fifth  r e so lu t io n  fr o m  th e  C o u n cil is to  au th o r ize  th e  C o u n cil to  d ir e ct  fu n d s 
fr o m  th e  U n r e st r icte d  In ve stm e n t  fu n d  fo r  r e n o vat io n s to  th e  H isto r ic San ctu ar y , 
P ar ish  H all, an d  C h r ist ian  L ife  C e n te r , u p  to  $70 0 ,0 0 0 .0 0 .   
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FROM OUR SENIOR PASTOR 
 

An n u a l R e p o r t  o f  th e  Se n io r  P a sto r  
Ja n u a r y  2 0 2 6   

D e a r  C h u r ch  F a m ily ,  

20 25 w as a  go o d  y e ar . It  w as a  y e ar  fu ll 
o f life , fu ll o f fu n , an d  fu ll o f 
fa ith . M o r e  th an  a  fe w  o f o u r  
m e m b e r s jo in e d  th e  C h u r ch  
 T r iu m p h an t . W e  h ad  se ve r a l b ap t ism s, 
w e d d in gs, an d  classe s o f n e w  m e m b e r s.  

W e  ad ju ste d  th r o u gh  m ajo r  sta ff vacan cie s an d  t r an sit io n s, fr o m  o u r  o ffice  
sta ff to  o u r  P r e sch o o l. W e  w o r ke d  an d  p r ay e d  an d  e n visio n e d  n e w  st r a te gic 
in it ia t ive s. W e  h e lp e d  flo o d  v ict im s, to o k  k id s to  cam p  an d  Vaca t io n  Bib le  
Sch o o l, m ad e  a  d iffe r e n ce  in  th e  co m m u n ity  an d  b e y o n d . W e  co u ld n ’t  h ave  
d o n e  it  w ith o u t  y o u .  

W e  ad d e d  se ve r a l m e m b e r s to  o u r  sta ff an d  b u ilt  a  so lid  te am . O u r  co u n cil 
p r ay e d  an d  w o r ke d  to ge th e r  to  se r ve  o u r  G o d , o u r  ch u r ch , an d  o u r  
co m m u n ity .  

H e r e  is a  b r ie f su m m ar y  o f so m e  o f th e  ke y  e ve n ts:  

W o r sh ip  & Sp ir itu a l L ife   
• M a jo r  Se r v ice s: H o ly  W e e k  (P a lm  Su n d ay , M au n d y  T h u r sd ay , G o o d  

Fr id ay , Easte r ), Re fo r m at io n  Fe st iva l (Re:Ign ite the Rock), All Sa in ts’ 
Su n d ay , an d  C h r istm as Eve   

• Sp e c ia l Se r ie s:  
o T hr ough the Ca fé Door s (Len ten  Ser ies)  
o E a ting w ith the P igs (Au gu st)  
o Get Your  Life Ba ck (Se p t– O ct)  
• C o n f ir m a t io n : Ap r il 27 (6  y o u th  co n fir m e d )  

 
M e m b e r sh ip  & Sa c r a m e n ts  

• N e w  M e m b e r s r e ce ive d : M u lt ip le  classe s h e ld ; n e w  m e m b e r s 
r e ce ive d : Je r r y  Ear le y , L iz  M u r p h y , Sco t  D o n o van , Jo h n  D o n o van , 
E lizab e th  “Itzy ” O tte r b e in , Vir gie  M an u e l, Jo e y  M an u e l, O t to  P fah l, 
Lau r ie  D e n ch ik , P e r r y  Fo le y , M ich e lle  an d  C h r is G r af, Jo h n  
O w e n s, an d  Be cky  P e te r so n .  

• B a p tism s: T h e o  Ste ve n s, Ke ir a  Ste ve n s, M axw e ll O t te r b e in , Lu cy  
Ro w e , Em e lia  & G ian n a  M o n tan io , Ste v ie  Fe r r ito .  

  



P a g e  | 9   

• F u n e r a ls/ M e m o r ia ls: W e  e n tr u ste d  se ve r a l m e m b e r s to  G o d :  
Ru th  Lan ge , Kar l W o lf, C h ip  E ickm an , N o r m a D e ck , H e r b  W o lff,  
Ro se  Le e  Str a t to n , Br e n d a  P e te r so n , N an cy  Law so n , E lse  Br o w n ,  
Ro y  Kr ie n ke , Ilse  N e w lo n , M ar vin  Sch n e id e r , Lo r e n  C h r iste n se n ,  
H an n a  Br o o ke , Be tty  H o d d e , T h e o  Z im m e r m an , Kar e n  Le p p in ,  
P a t  Ste ge r , an d  o th e r  fam ily  m e m b e r s an d  fr ie n d s  

 
S ta f f in g  & L e a d e r sh ip   

• N e w  H ir e s:  
o H e le n  P e lke y  (C h ild r e n  & Fam ily  M in ist r y )  
o Jo r d an a  G u t ie r r e z  (Yo u th  M in ist r y )  
o Be cky  Sim p so n  (P r e sch o o l D ir e cto r )  
o Ke lle y  Ad am s (Vo lu n te e r  & Sm all G r o u p s C o o r d in a to r ).  

• In te r n sh ip : Lax co m p le te d  can d id acy  e xam s; o fficia lly  e n d s 
in te r n sh ip  Jan u ar y  11.  

• C a ll P r o ce ss: C all C o m m itte e  fo r m e d  in  N o ve m b e r  to  r e cr u it  an  
Asso cia te  P asto r ; t r an sit io n  te am  p lan n in g u n d e r w ay . W ait in g to  m e e t  
w ith  Sy n o d  sta ff.  

C o m m u n ity  E n ga ge m e n t   
• Eve n ts in clu d e d :  
o N a tio n a l F a ith  & C lim a te  F o r u m   
o O u r  C o m m u n ity  Sa lu te s  (m ilita r y  r e cr u its)  
o B le ss th e  B a d ge   
o W a te r  fo r  Afr ica  N igh t  a t  D e ll D ia m o n d   
o Lo cal f lo o d  r e lie f  e f fo r ts in  Ju ly   
o Ro u n d  Ro ck  C o m m u n ity  T h a n k sgiv in g  Se r v ice .  
o G o d ’s W o r k  O u r  H a n d s  
o Ad o p t  a  S tr e e t  p r o gr am   
• O u tr e ach  p r o gr am s: Alp h a  classe s, T a ilga te  T u e sd ay  fo r  U T  stu d e n ts.  

E d u ca t io n  & Yo u th   
• Vacat io n  Bib le  Sch o o l (Ju ly ), D ay  C am p  (Ju n e ), M issio n  T r ip s p lan n e d  

fo r  20 26 .  
• Yo u th  gr o u p  gr o w th  fr o m  4 to  14 p ar t icip an ts; F r ie n d sgiv in g an d  

o th e r  so cia l e ve n ts.  

S t r a te g ic  P la n n in g   
• Lo n g- te r m  go a ls: Exp an d  p r e sch o o l to  5 d ay s/ w e e k , e xp lo r e  

co m m e r cia l le asin g o p t io n s.  
• Str a te gic P lan n in g Re tr e a t  w as h e ld  in  O cto b e r ; go ve r n an ce  an d  

sta ffin g st r u ctu r e s r e v ie w e d .  

F in a n ce s & T e ch n o lo gy   
• Ye ar - e n d  fin an cia l p u sh  in  N o ve m b e r .  
• T r an sit io n  to  clo u d - b ase d  d a ta  sto r age  co m p le te d .  
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M a jo r  T h e m e s  
• G r o w th  & T r a n sit io n : Sign ifican t  sta ff o n b o ar d in g, in te r n  

d e ve lo p m e n t, an d  le ad e r sh ip  p lan n in g.  
• C o m m u n ity  Im p a c t : Str o n g e m p h asis o n  o u tr e ach , se r vice , an d  

p ar tn e r sh ip s.  
• Sp ir itu a l F o r m a t io n : Ro b u st  w o r sh ip  sch e d u le , se r m o n  se r ie s, an d  

e d u ca t io n a l p r o gr am s.  
• F u tu r e  F o cu s: C all p r o ce ss fo r  asso cia te  p asto r , st r a te gic in it ia t ive s fo r  

20 26 .  

Sp e cia l th an ks to  o u r  d e d ica te d  an d  ta le n te d  staff, to  o u r  h ar d w o r k in g an d  
fa ith fu l C o u n cil, an d  to  a ll o u r  m e m b e r s an d  fr ie n d s w h o  h e lp e d  b r in g th e  
go o d  n e w s o f Je su s C h r ist  to  o u r  co m m u n ity  th is y e ar . Again , 
w e  co u ld n ’t  h ave  d o n e  it  w ith o u t  y o u !  

T h an k  y o u  fo r  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  p ar tn e r  w ith  y o u  in  th e  G o sp e l M in ist r y ,  
 

D r . D ave  Ko p p e l  
Se n io r  P asto r   
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2 0 2 5 a t  P a lm  Va lle y  L u th e r a n  C h u r ch  
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FROM OUR COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
 

D e ar  P a lm  Valle y  Fam ily , 

As w e  co m e  to  th e  clo se  o f 20 25, I r e fle ct  w ith  
d e e p  gr a t itu d e  o n  a ll th a t  G o d  h as b e e n  d o in g in  
an d  th r o u gh  o u r  co n gr e ga t io n . T h is y e ar  
b r o u gh t  b o th  ch a lle n ge  an d  b le ssin g—callin g fo r  
th o u gh tfu l le ad e r sh ip , fa ith fu l liste n in g, an d  a  
sh ar e d  co m m itm e n t  to  w alk in g to ge th e r  as 
b r o th e r s an d  siste r s in  C h r ist . 
 

O n e  o f th e  d e fin in g ch ar acte r ist ics o f th is y e ar  h as b e e n  o u r  in te n t io n a l 
fo cu s o n  co m m u n ica t io n  an d  d ia lo gu e . T h r o u gh  C o ffe e  w ith  C o u n cil, 
co n gr e ga t io n a l fo r u m s, st r a te gic p lan n in g ga th e r in gs, an d  m o r e  fr e q u e n t  
u p d a te s, w e  so u gh t  to  in cr e ase  t r an sp ar e n cy  an d  cr e a te  sp ace  fo r  liste n in g—
e sp e cia lly  as w e  e n gage d  co m p le x  an d  so m e t im e s d ifficu lt  to p ics. I h ave  
b e e n  d e e p ly  e n co u r age d  b y  th e  u n ity  th is co n gr e ga t io n  h as sh o w n , e ve n  
w h e n  w e  h ave  h e ld  d iffe r e n t  v ie w s ab o u t  th e  b e st  p a th  fo r w ar d  fo r  P a lm  
Valle y . 

T o ge th e r , w e  n aviga te d  im p o r tan t  co n ve r sa t io n s, in clu d in g o u r  
co m m itm e n t  to  e xp an d in g th e  p r e sch o o l m in ist r y  to w ar d  a  lice n se d  five -
d ay  p r o gr am , e xp lo r in g n e w  ap p r o ach e s to  d ive r sify  in co m e  b e y o n d  
h isto r ica l p r act ice s su ch  as a  co m m e r cia l lan d  le ase  o p p o r tu n ity . W h ile  th e  
lan d  le ase  u lt im ate ly  d id  n o t  m o ve  fo r w ar d , th e  p r o ce ss r e fle cte d  car e fu l 
d isce r n m e n t , t r an sp ar e n cy , an d  r e sp e ctfu l d ia lo gu e —h allm ar ks o f a  h e a lth y  
co n gr e ga t io n . 

T h is y e ar  a lso  m ar ke d  m e an in gfu l p r o gr e ss in  st r a te gic p lan n in g. T h r o u gh  
p r ay e r  an d  co llab o r a t io n , th r e e  p r io r it ie s e m e r ge d  to  gu id e  o u r  fu tu r e  w o r k : 
r e b u ild in g Yo u th  an d  Fam ily  M in ist r ie s, e xp an d in g Sm all G r o u p s an d  
D iscip le sh ip  P a th w ay s, an d  u n ify in g o u r  ch u r ch  acr o ss ge n e r a t io n s, w o r sh ip  
sty le s, an d  m in ist r y  p r e fe r e n ce s. In  O cto b e r , m in ist r y  le ad e r s an d  lay  
m e m b e r s ga th e r e d  to  b e gin  sh ap in g act io n ab le  th r e e - y e ar  p lan s to  b r in g 
th is v isio n  to  life . 

W e  e xp e r ie n ce d  a  se aso n  o f le ad e r sh ip  t r an sit io n  as w e ll, w e lco m in g n e w  
le ad e r s in  ch ild r e n ’s m in ist r y , y o u th  m in ist r y , an d  p r e sch o o l, w h ile  
co n t in u in g to  su p p o r t  th e  r am p  an d  o n b o ar d in g o f o u r  Exe cu t ive  
Ad m in ist r a to r , w h o  b e gan  in  20 24. I am  gr a te fu l fo r  th e  p a t ie n ce , fle x ib ility , 
an d  p ar tn e r sh ip  sh o w n  th r o u gh o u t  th is t im e  o f ch an ge . 
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P alm  Valle y  h as a lso  b e e n  r ich ly  b le sse d  th r o u gh  ge n e r o u s e sta te  gifts an d  
d e sign a te d  d o n at io n s, w h ich  a r e  e n ab lin g t r an sfo r m at io n a l w o r k  su ch  as 
ca llin g an  Asso cia te  P asto r , ad van cin g p lan s to  r e fr e sh  o u r  H isto r ic  
San ctu ar y  an d  C h r ist ian  L ife  C e n te r , an d  r e sto r in g th e  h isto r ic ste e p le  o f 
o u r  san ctu ar y , w h ich  h as lo n g sto o d  as a  v isib le  sy m b o l o f fa ith , w o r sh ip , 
an d  w e lco m e  in  o u r  co m m u n ity . W e  ar e  d e e p ly  gr a te fu l to  th e  fam ilie s an d  
in d iv id u a ls w h o se  ge n e r o sity  is h e lp in g p r e se r ve  th is sacr e d  sp ace  an d  
st r e n gth e n  o u r  m in ist r y  fo r  fu tu r e  ge n e r a t io n s. 

At  th e  sam e  t im e , C o u n cil h as m ad e  d iscip lin e d  d e cisio n s to  p au se  ce r ta in  
h ir in g in it ia t ive s, in clu d in g a  fu ll- t im e  m u sic d ir e cto r  r o le , as w e  w o r k  to  
st r e n gth e n  co n fid e n ce  in  th e  o n go in g su p p o r t  o f o u r  an n u al o p e r a t in g 
b u d ge t . As w e  p r e p ar e d  th e  20 26  b u d ge t , w e  a lign e d  o u r  p r io r it ie s w ith  o u r  
st r a te gic p lan  an d  m ad e  d ifficu lt  b u t  n e ce ssar y  t r ad e o ffs, in clu d in g 
p o stp o n in g d e cisio n s o n  ce r ta in  e ve n ts an d  in it ia t ive s, so  th a t  o u r  lim ite d  
r e so u r ce s a r e  fo cu se d  w h e r e  th e y  can  h ave  th e  gr e a te st  im p act . T h is 
ap p r o ach  a llo w s u s to  ste w ar d  b o th  e sta te  gifts an d  m e m b e r  giv in g 
r e sp o n sib ly —e n su r in g th a t  n e w  co m m itm e n ts ar e  su sta in ab le  an d  a lign e d  
w ith  th e  fin an cia l h e a lth  o f th e  co n gr e ga t io n . 

L ike  so  m an y  co n gr e ga t io n s, o u r  gr e a te st  ch a lle n ge  r e m ain s b e fo r e  u s: 
r e ign it in g w o r sh ip  gr o w th  an d  r e b u ild in g th e  fin an cia l su p p o r t  o f o u r  
an n u al o p e r a t in g b u d ge t . O p e r a t io n a l giv in g su sta in s o u r  d ay - to - d ay  
m in ist r y —w o r sh ip , p asto r a l car e , sta ffin g, an d  p r o gr am m in g—an d  a llo w s 
e sta te  gifts to  b e  u se d  fo r  t r an sfo r m at io n  r a th e r  th an  su r viva l. 

W e  a lso  p au se  in  gr a t itu d e  to  r e m e m b e r  th e  m e m b e r s o f o u r  co n gr e ga t io n  
w h o  e n te r e d  e te r n a l life  th is y e ar . T h e ir  fa ith , se r v ice , an d  w itn e ss co n t in u e  
to  sh ap e  P a lm  Valle y , an d  w e  h o n o r  th e  le gacy  th e y  le ave  b e h in d . 

As I co n clu d e  m y  y e ar  as C o u n cil P r e sid e n t , I w an t  to  th an k  y o u —fo r  y o u r  
t r u st , y o u r  p r ay e r s, an d  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  se r ve  th is co n gr e ga t io n . It  h as 
b e e n  a  t r u e  p r iv ile ge . M y  e n co u r age m e n t  to  fu tu r e  le ad e r s is sim p le : 
co n t in u e  to  e n gage  d ifficu lt  to p ics w ith  h u m ility , t im e lin e ss, an d  fa ith , 
t r u st in g th a t  G o d  is p r e se n t  e ve n  in  o u r  h ar d e st  co n ve r sa t io n s. 

M ay  w e  m o ve  fo r w ar d  to ge th e r  w ith  h o p e , co u r age , an d  gr a t itu d e  fo r  th e  
w o r k  G o d  h as e n tr u ste d  to  u s. 

In  H is Se r v ice , 

 
C ar o ly n  Ko e h n  
C o u n cil P r e sid e n t  
P a lm  Valle y  Lu th e r an  C h u r ch  
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CHILDREN AND YOUNG FAMILIES 
 

M y  fo cu s sin ce  b e gin n in g as th e  D ir e cto r  o f C h ild r e n  an d  Yo u n g Fam ily  
M in ist r ie s in  Ap r il o f 20 25 h as b e e n  to  st r e n gth e n  th e  co m m u n ity  o f y o u n g 
fam ilie s a t  P a lm  Valle y  an d  to  cr e a te  r e gu lar  o p p o r tu n it ie s to  d e e p e n  o u r  
r e la t io n sh ip  w ith  G o d  th r o u gh  w o r sh ip , fo r m at io n , fe llo w sh ip  an d  se r v ice  
to  o th e r s. 

W o r sh ip  an d  fo r m at io n  h ap p e n  w e e kly  w ith  a  C h ild r e n ’s m e ssage  a t  e ach  o f 
th e  th r e e  En glish  sp e ak in g se r v ice s an d  Su n d ay  Sch o o l fo r  a ll age s b e tw e e n  
th e  9 :30  an d  11:15 se r v ice s. T h e  ch ild r e n , so m e  p ar e n ts an d  I a lso  ga th e r  
d u r in g th e  9 :30  se r v ice  fo r  C h ild r e n ’s ch u r ch  w h e r e  w e  le ar n  m o r e  ab o u t  
th e  G o sp e l r e ad in g fo r  th a t  Su n d ay . W e  sp e n t  th e  fa ll o f 20 25, in  Su n d ay  
Sch o o l, fo cu sin g o n  th e  Big Bib le  sto r ie s in  th e  O ld  T e stam e n t  an d  w ill 
sp e n d  th e  sp r in g o f 20 26  le ar n in g ab o u t  Je su s’ life  an d  m in ist r y  o n  Ear th .  

So m e  o f o u r  fe llo w sh ip  an d  fo r m at io n  e ve n ts e ach  m o n th  a r e  as fo llo w s: 

 Ap r il: Easte r  Egg H u n t  

 M ay : J.A.M . C o o ko u t  w ith  Yar d  G am e s 
  M o vie  N igh t  w ith  th e  Yo u th  
 Ju n e : D ay  C am p  
 Ju ly : C am p  C h r y sa lis 
  Vaca t io n  Bib le  Sch o o l 
 Au gu st : W ate r  D ay  w ith  th e  P r e sch o o l 
  Aco ly te  T r a in in g w ith  o u r  4th  gr ad e r s 
 Se p te m b e r : D in o  D ig w ith  th e  P r e sch o o l 
  Bo w lin g a t  U n cle  Bu cks w ith  th e  Yo u th  
 O cto b e r : Re fo r m atio n  Extr avagan za  
  P r e sch o o l C h ap e l b e gan  
  T r u n k  o r  T r e a t  
  F ir st  C o m m u n io n  C lass 
 N o ve m b e r : All Sa in ts C ar n iva l 
  F r ie n d sgiv in g w ith  th e  Yo u th  
 D e ce m b e r : Fam ily  Ad ve n t  C an d le  L igh t in g a t  a ll 3  w o r sh ip  se r v ice s 
  Fam ily  Ad ve n t  Eve n t  w ith  d e co r a t in g th e  C LC  
  C h u r ch - w id e  Ad ve n t  w r e a th  m akin g 
  St . N ich o las v isit  an d  act iv it ie s 
  C h ild r e n ’s C h r istm as P age an t  
  Las P o sad as w ith  th e  Sp an ish  sp e ak in g se r v ice  
  Fam ily  C h r istm as Eve  se r v ice  
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Se r vice  o p p o r tu n it ie s h ave  in clu d e d  m akin g “b ir th d ay  p ar ty  in  a  b ag” k its 
fo r  th e  Ro u n d  Ro ck  Ar e a  Se r v in g C e n te r , asse m b lin g flo o d  r e lie f k its, d o in g 
cr a fts w ith  r e sid e n ts a t  th e  T r in ity  C ar e  C e n te r , p ar t icip a t in g in  cle an in g u p  
o u r  ad o p t  a  st r e e t  an d  m akin g fo o d  b ags fo r  th o se  su ffe r in g fr o m  fo o d  
scar city  d u r in g th e  go ve r n m e n t  sh u td o w n . 
 
M y  go a ls in  20 26  a r e  to  co n t in u e  ga th e r in g fo r  fe llo w sh ip  an d  fo r m at io n , 
ad d  in  r e gu lar  Lad ie s’ N igh ts O u t  e ve n ts to  st r e n gth e n  th e  r e la t io n sh ip s 
am o n g o u r  m o m s an d  y o u n g w o m e n  o f th e  ch u r ch , asse m b le  a  co m m it te e  
o f p ar e n ts an d  o th e r  in ve ste d  ad u lts to  gu id e  o u r  act iv it ie s fo r  th e  y e ar , an d  
b e e f u p  o u r  Su n d ay  Sch o o l o ffe r in gs fo r  o u r  ad u lts. 
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YOUTH MINISTRY  
 
D e a r  P a lm  Va lle y  C o m m u n ity , 

T h is p ast  y e ar  h as b e e n  a  ste ad y  an d  e n co u r agin g o n e  fo r  th e  Yo u th  an d  
Yo u n g Ad u lt  M in ist r y  a t  P a lm  Valle y  Lu th e r an  C h u r ch . T h r o u gh  co n siste n t  
ga th e r in gs, d e d ica te d  vo lu n te e r s, an d  gr o w in g co m m u n ity  co n n e ct io n s, o u r  
m in ist r y  co n t in u e d  to  o ffe r  y o u n g p e o p le  a  w e lco m in g p lace  to  b u ild  
r e la t io n sh ip s, e xp lo r e  fa ith , an d  stay  co n n e cte d  to  th e  life  o f th e  ch u r ch . 

W e d n e sd ay  N igh t  Yo u th  G r o u p  r e m ain e d  th e  h e ar t  o f o u r  m in ist r y . W ith  
an  ave r age  o f 6 – 10  stu d e n ts e ach  w e e k , w e  w e r e  ab le  to  cr e a te  sp ace  fo r  
m e an in gfu l co n ve r sa t io n , st r o n g r e la t io n sh ip s, an d  in te n t io n a l fa ith  
fo r m at io n . Each  ga th e r in g in clu d e d  Scr ip tu r e , d iscu ssio n , gam e s, p r ay e r , 
an d  sh ar e d  m e als. T h is h e lp e d  stu d e n ts co n n e ct  th e ir  fa ith  to  e ve r y d ay  life  
in  w ay s th a t  fe lt  ap p r o ach ab le  an d  r e a l. 

O n e  o f th e  gr e a te st  gifts to  th is m in istr y  h as b e e n  th e  co n t in u e d  su p p o r t  o f 
W e d n e sd ay  n igh t  m e als. T h an ks to  th e  ge n e r o sity  o f co n gr e ga t io n  
vo lu n te e r s, th e se  m e als cr e a te d  a  w ar m  an d  w e lco m in g a tm o sp h e r e  th a t  
h e lp e d  y o u th  fe e l car e d  fo r  an d  co n n e cte d . W e  ar e  d e e p ly  gr a te fu l fo r  th e  
p e o p le  wh o  m ake  th is co n siste n t  p ar t  o f o u r  w e e k ly  r h y th m  p o ssib le , an d  
w e  lo o k  fo r w ar d  to  co n t in u e d  p ar t icip a t io n  fr o m  b o th  r e tu r n in g an d  n e w  
vo lu n te e r s in  th e  fu tu r e . 

T h is fa ll, w e  in t r o d u ce d  a  n e w  Bo x Lu n ch  Fu n d r a ise r  to  h e lp  su p p o r t  y o u th  
m issio n  tr ip  e xp e n se s. T h an ks to  an  id e a  fr o m  Lin d a  D u fn e r  an d  th e  
ge n e r o sity  o f th e  co n gr e ga t io n , th e  fu n d r a ise r  r a ise d  $845 in  its fir st  y e ar  
(n o t  in clu d in g fr e e - w ill d o n a t io n s). A sp e cia l th an k  y o u  to  C ar o l D o ve  an d  
Jo n a th a n  B r u n sse n  fo r  p r e p ar in g th e  m e als an d  h e lp in g m ake  th is 
fu n d r a ise r  su ch  a  su cce ss. 

T h e  Yo u th  M in ist r y  a lso  e xp an d e d  its r e ach  th r o u gh  co m m u n ity  
e n gage m e n t  an d  cr o ss- ch u r ch  co llab o r a t io n , in clu d in g p ar t icip a t io n  in  
F ie ld s o f Fa ith  a t  H u t to  H igh  Sch o o l an d  th e  H allo w Lu th e r an  e ve n t . T h e se  
o p p o r tu n it ie s a llo w e d  u s to  w o r k  a lo n gsid e  n e igh b o r in g co n gr e ga t io n s, 
co n n e ct  w ith  stu d e n ts b e y o n d  P a lm  Valle y , an d  st r e n gth e n  r e la t io n sh ip s 
acr o ss th e  w id e r  fa ith  co m m u n ity . 

T h is y e ar  a lso  m ar ke d  th e  in te n t io n a l lau n ch  o f th e  Yo u n g Ad u lt  M in ist r y  a t  
P a lm  Valle y , cr e a te d  fo r  co lle ge - age  ad u lts an d  y o u n g p r o fe ssio n a ls 
n aviga t in g life  a fte r  gr ad u a t io n . W e  ar e  e sp e cia lly  gr a te fu l to  an  an o n y m o u s 
d o n at io n  o f $5,0 0 0  d o lla r s to  h e lp  sp o n so r  th is in it ia t ive . As th e  m in ist r y  
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co n t in u e s to  gr o w , w e  h o p e  it  w ill e ve n tu a lly  b e co m e  its o w n  lin e  ite m  in  
th e  ch u r ch  b u d ge t , a llo w in g u s to  e xp an d  its r e ach  an d  im p act . 

W e  a lso  lau n ch e d  th e  y o u th  gr o u p  so cia l m e d ia  p r e se n ce  e n t ir e ly  fr o m  th e  
gr o u n d  u p  th is y e ar . Sta r t in g fr o m  ze r o , th e  acco u n t  w as b u ilt  in te n t io n a lly  
an d  n o w  co n n e cts w ith  o ve r  70  fo llo w e r s, o ffe r in g a  sp ace  fo r  r e fle ct io n , 
e n gage m e n t , an d  co m m u n ity - b u ild in g w h ile  m e e t in g y o u n g p e o p le  w h e r e  
th e y  a lr e ad y  a r e . T h is p la t fo r m  h as b e co m e  an  im p o r tan t  to o l fo r  
co m m u n ica t io n , o u tr e ach , an d  v isib ility  fo r  th e  m in ist r y . 

In  ad d it io n , w e  in t r o d u ce d  a  C h r istm as G ift  W r ap p in g Fu n d r a ise r , th an ks to  
an  id e a  fr o m  Je ssica  Br u n sse n . T h is n e w  e ffo r t  r a ise d  ap p r o xim ate ly  $250  to  
su p p o r t  y o u th  cam p  an d  m issio n  t r ip  e xp e n se s an d  o ffe r e d  an o th e r  
m e an in gfu l w ay  fo r  th e  co n gr e ga t io n  to  su p p o r t  o u r  y o u th . 

Yo u th  an d  Yo u n g Ad u lt  M in ist r y  r e m ain e d  co n n e cte d  to  P a lm  Valle y ’s 
b r o ad e r  v isio n  th r o u gh  p ar t icip a t io n  in  st r a te gic p lan n in g co n ve r sa t io n s, 
e n su r in g th a t  y o u n g p e o p le  co n t in u e  to  b e  an  im p o r tan t  p ar t  o f th e  
ch u r ch ’s p r e se n t  an d  fu tu r e . 

T h is m in ist r y  w o u ld  n o t  b e  p o ssib le  w ith o u t  th e  d e d ica t io n  o f so  m an y  
p e o p le  wh o  give  th e ir  t im e , e n e r gy , an d  car e . 

Yo u th  M in ist r y  T e a m : 
Re b e cca  Kie r an  
Bar r y  H am ilto n  
L in d a  D u fn e r  
M o lly  Fr ie d r ich  
Je ssica  Ko e h n  

P a st  C o u n c il R e p r e se n ta t iv e : 
R ick  Sa lvo  

Yo u th  G r o u p  H e lp e r s: 
M o lly  Fr ie d r ich  
Jam e s P ar so n s 

T h an k  y o u  to  e ve r y o n e  w h o  su p p o r ts Yo u th  an d  Yo u n g Ad u lt  M in ist r y  
th r o u gh  p r ay e r , vo lu n te e r in g, an d  e n co u r age m e n t . Yo u r  su p p o r t  t r u ly  
m ake s a  d iffe r e n ce  in  th e  live s o f o u r  y o u th  an d  y o u n g ad u lts. 

W ith  gr a t itu d e , 
Jo r d a n a  M . G u t ie r r e z  
D ir e cto r  o f Yo u th  M in ist r y  
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PRESCHOOL MINISTRY 
 

P alm  Valle y  P r e sch o o l-  M in ist r y  An n u al Re p o r t   
Ju n e  20 25-  D e ce m b e r  20 25 
 
M in ist r y  M issio n  
 

P a lm  Valle y  P r e sch o o l e x ists to  p r o vid e  a  n u r tu r in g, C h r ist - ce n te r e d  e ar ly  
ch ild h o o d  e n vir o n m e n t  w h e r e  y o u n g ch ild r e n  a r e  kn o w n , lo ve d , an d  
p r e p ar e d  fo r  jo y fu l le a r n in g an d  fa ith fu l b e gin n in gs. Ro o te d  in  th e  m in ist r y  
o f P a lm  Valle y  Lu th e r an  C h u r ch , th e  p r e sch o o l p ar tn e r s w ith  fam ilie s to  
cu lt iva te  so cia l, e m o tio n a l, acad e m ic, an d  sp ir itu a l gr o w th  d u r in g a  ch ild ’s 
m o st  fo r m at ive  y e ar s. 
 
M in ist r y  O ve r v ie w  
 

In  Ju n e  20 25, P a lm  Valle y  P r e sch o o l e n te r e d  a  se aso n  o f r e n e w al an d  
r e b u ild in g. T h e  p r e sch o o l m in ist r y  b e gan  a  co m p r e h e n sive  r e v ita liza t io n  
fo cu se d  o n  st r e n gth e n in g e n r o llm e n t , im p r o vin g in fr ast r u ctu r e , a lign in g 
go ve r n an ce  w ith  ch u r ch  le ad e r sh ip , an d  p r e p ar in g th e  p r o gr am  fo r  lo n g-
te r m  gr o w th  an d  su sta in ab ility . 
 

O ve r  th e  p ast  six  m o n th s, P a lm  Valle y  P r e sch o o l h as e xp e r ie n ce d  
m e asu r ab le  gr o w th , st r e n gth e n e d  co m m u n ity  p r e se n ce , an d  la id  a  st r a te gic 
fo u n d at io n  fo r  fu tu r e  e xp an sio n . 
 
Ke y  Acco m p lish m e n ts & H igh ligh ts 
1. Re b u ild in g an d  G r o w in g En r o llm e n t  

P a lm  Valle y  P r e sch o o l h as e xp e r ie n ce d  sign ifican t  e n r o llm e n t  gr o w th  in  
a  sh o r t  p e r io d  o f t im e : 
•  In it ia l co n fir m e d  e n r o llm e n t  a t  th e  sta r t  o f th e  r e lau n ch : 2  stu d e n ts 
•  En r o llm e n t  a t  th e  sta r t  o f th e  20 25– 20 26  sch o o l y e ar : 12  stu d e n ts 
•  C u r r e n t  e n r o llm e n t  e n te r in g Jan u ar y  20 26 : 20  stu d e n ts 

 

T h is ste ad y  gr o w th  r e fle cts r e n e w e d  co m m u n ity  co n fid e n ce  in  th e  
p r e sch o o l an d  th e  e ffe ct ive n e ss o f n e w  o u tr e ach , b r an d in g, an d  
e n r o llm e n t  in it ia t ive s. 

 
2 . Str a te gic Re b r an d in g an d  M in ist r y  Visib ility  

T o  st r e n gth e n  co m m u n ity  r e co gn it io n  an d  o u tr e ach , P a lm  Valle y  
P r e sch o o l co m p le te d  a  co m p r e h e n sive  r e b r an d in g in it ia t ive : 
•  Lau n ch e d  a  n e w  p r e sch o o l lo go  an d  co h e sive  v isu a l id e n t ity  
•  D e ve lo p e d  n e w  m ar ke t in g m ate r ia ls, sign age , an d  p ar e n t  r e so u r ce s 
•  U p d ate d  a ll co m m u n ica t io n , fo r m s, an d  p u b lica t io n s to  r e fle ct  a  

u n ifie d  P a lm  Valle y  P r e sch o o l id e n t ity  
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T h e se  e ffo r ts h ave  in cr e ase d  th e  p r e sch o o l’s v isib ility  in  th e  Ro u n d  Ro ck  
co m m u n ity  an d  st r e n gth e n e d  its co n n e ct io n  to  P a lm  Valle y  Lu th e r an  
C h u r ch  as an  o u tr e ach  m in ist r y . 

 
3 . Facility  Im p r o ve m e n ts an d  Safe ty  En h an ce m e n ts 

T o  su p p o r t  gr o w th  an d  e n su r e  sa fe ty  fo r  fam ilie s an d  sta ff, sign ifican t  
in fr ast r u ctu r e  im p r o ve m e n ts w e r e  co m p le te d : 
•  In sta lla t io n  o f n e w  ke y p ad  acce ss sy ste m s an d  se cu r e  e n tr y  d o o r s 
•  Im p r o ve d  cam p u s acce ss flo w  to  su p p o r t  fu tu r e  e xp an sio n  
•  Str e n gth e n e d  d a ily  sa fe ty  p r act ice s an d  facility  r e ad in e ss 

 

T h e se  im p r o ve m e n ts p r e p ar e  th e  cam p u s fo r  a  la r ge r , m o r e  co n siste n t  
stu d e n t  b o d y  an d  su p p o r t  fu tu r e  fu ll- t im e  p r o gr am m in g. 

 
4. G o ve r n an ce  Align m e n t  an d  M in ist r y  Stab ility  

P a lm  Valle y  P r e sch o o l co m p le te d  an  im p o r tan t  go ve r n an ce  r e a lign m e n t : 
•  U p d ate d  th e  p r e sch o o l co n st itu t io n  
•  O fficia lly  a lign e d  th e  p r e sch o o l u n d e r  th e  P a lm  Valle y  Lu th e r an  

C h u r ch  co n st itu t io n  
•  T r an sit io n e d  to  a  ch u r ch - go ve r n e d  str u ctu r e  to  st r e n gth e n  m in ist r y  

co n t in u ity , acco u n tab ility , an d  lo n g- te r m  su sta in ab ility  
 

T h is a lign m e n t  p o sit io n s th e  p r e sch o o l fo r  stab ility  an d  gr o w th  as a  
last in g m in ist r y  o f th e  ch u r ch . 

 
M in ist r y  Im p a c t  o n  th e  C o m m u n ity  
P a lm  Valle y  P r e sch o o l co n t in u e s to  se r ve  as a  w e lco m in g p o in t  o f 
co n n e ct io n  fo r  y o u n g fam ilie s in  th e  co m m u n ity . T h e  p r e sch o o l p r o vid e s: 
•  A safe , fa ith - ce n te r e d  e n vir o n m e n t  fo r  e ar ly  le ar n in g 
•  M e an in gfu l r e la t io n sh ip s b e tw e e n  fam ilie s an d  th e  ch u r ch  
•  A fo u n d at io n a l m in ist r y  th a t  su p p o r ts fam ilie s d u r in g e ar ly  ch ild h o o d  
 

T h r o u gh  its r e n e w e d  p r e se n ce , th e  p r e sch o o l is act ive ly  st r e n gth e n in g th e  
ch u r ch ’s o u tr e ach  to  y o u n g fam ilie s an d  b u ild in g lo n g- te r m  r e la t io n sh ip s 
w ith in  th e  co m m u n ity . 
 
S t r a te g ic  P la n n in g  a n d  F u tu r e  D ir e c t io n  
All im p r o ve m e n ts an d  in it ia t ive s co m p le te d  d u r in g th e  p ast  six  m o n th s 
su p p o r t  th e  lo n g- te r m  st r a te gic p lan  fo r  P a lm  Valle y  P r e sch o o l, in clu d in g: 
 

•  C o n tin u e d  e n r o llm e n t  gr o w th  
•  Exp an d e d  o u tr e ach  an d  m ar ke t in g 
•  P r e p ar a t io n  fo r  th e  lau n ch  o f a  five - d ay  p r e sch o o l p r o gr am  in  th e  

20 26 – 20 27 sch o o l y e ar  
•  O n go in g cam p u s im p r o ve m e n ts an d  p r o gr am  e n h an ce m e n ts  
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P alm  Valle y  P r e sch o o l e n te r s th e  co m in g y e ar  w ith  st r o n g m o m e n tu m  an d  
a  cle ar  p lan  fo r  co n t in u e d  gr o w th . Bu ild in g o n  th e  p r o gr e ss o f th e  p ast  six  
m o n th s, th e  m in istr y  w ill b e  e xp an d in g its p r o gr am  o ffe r in gs to  b e t te r  se r ve  
fam ilie s in  th e  su r r o u n d in g co m m u n ity . 
 
Be gin n in g w ith  th e  2 0 2 6 – 2 0 2 7 sch o o l y e a r , P a lm  Valle y  P r e sch o o l w ill 
in t r o d u ce  a  f ive -d a y  p r e sch o o l p r o gr a m , a llo w in g fam ilie s gr e a te r  
fle x ib ility  an d  acce ss to  co n siste n t , fa ith - ce n te r e d  e ar ly  ch ild h o o d  
e d u ca t io n . T h is e xp an sio n  r e fle cts th e  ch u r ch ’s co m m itm e n t  to  m e e t in g th e  
e vo lv in g n e e d s o f w o r k in g fam ilie s w h ile  st r e n gth e n in g th e  p r e sch o o l’s 
lo n g- te r m  su sta in ab ility . 
 
Re gist r a t io n  fo r  th e  u p co m in g sch o o l y e ar , in clu d in g th e  n e w  five - d ay  
o p t io n , w ill o p e n  in  Fe b r u ar y , p r o vid in g fam ilie s w ith  an  o p p o r tu n ity  to  
se cu r e  p lace m e n t  e ar ly  an d  su p p o r t  co n t in u e d  e n r o llm e n t  gr o w th . 
 
P a lm  Valle y  P r e sch o o l is w e ll p o sit io n e d  to  co n t in u e  se r v in g as a  v ita l an d  
fo u n d at io n a l o u tr e ach  m in ist r y  o f P a lm  Valle y  Lu th e r an  C h u r ch .  
 
I am  t r u ly  h o n o r e d  to  se r ve  as th e  D ir e cto r  a t  P a lm  Valle y  P r e sch o o l. 
 
Be cky  Sim p so n  
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Celebrate the Day at Palm 
Valley Preschool!  

Fire Truck Visit 

Learning about Community 
Helpers 
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Halloween Costume Parade 

Donuts with DAD 
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SMALL GROUP MINISTRY TEAM 
 

Su b m it te d  b y : Ke lle y  Ad a m s a n d  M a n n y  C a str o  
Ja n u a r y  6 , 2 0 2 6  

 
W h y ? T o  fu lfill o u r  m issio n  as th e  p e o p le  o f P a lm  Valle y  Lu th e r an  C h u r ch : 
W e  ar e  p e o p le  o f fa ith  p assio n a te  ab o u t  in v it in g p e o p le  to  C h r ist , b u ild in g a  
co m m u n ity  o f fa ith , an d  se r v in g a ll in  lo ve  to  th e  glo r y  o f G o d ! 
 
W h a t? T o  r e - e stab lish  a  gr o w in g an d  v ib r an t  ch u r ch  o f sm all gr o u p s. W e  
co n n e ct  in  sm all gr o u p s fo r  gr o w th , su p p o r t , an d  acco u n tab ility . En h an cin g 
an d  e n co u r agin g in vo lve m e n t , su p p o r t , an d  p r o vid in g a  w e lco m in g, 
co m fo r tab le , an d  in clu sive  a tm o sp h e r e . 
 
W h o ? Sm all G r o u p  Ste e r in g T e am : Su san  Am e s, G io van n a  Ar ias, An ge la  
Be ck , D avid  Be ck , Vin ce  Br u n sse n , M an n y  C astr o , D e b o r ah  Fr an ke , Jo y  
Ko var , L isa  M ar e n go , an d  G ar lo n  O e tke n . 
 

Sta ff: Ke lle y  Ad am s 
Sm all G r o u p s Lay  T e am  Le ad : M an n y  C astr o  
C o u n cil Re p : D avid  Be ck  
 

G r a t itu d e  to  o u r  sm all gr o u p  le ad e r s in  20 25: Su san  Am e s, H e le n  an d  D avid  
Be cke r , M an n y  C astr o , D e b o r ah  Fr an ke , M ar vin  G o ad , C in d i H a ile s, E lr o y  
H ave r lah , N an cy  an d  P au l Ke r ste n , R ick  R ickar d , C h r is T e r r y , Jam e s an d  
Ku sh ay  H o w , An ge la  Be ck , Lau r a  Jo h an sso n , Jay n e  Baxte r , H u go  Agu ile r a , 
T h a is Ro w lan d , L in d a  D u fn e r , An n  G r im e s, Lau r a  W im sat t  an d  P au la  D ie tz  
 

2 0 2 5 YE AR  IN  R E VIE W  
 

N a t io n a l F a ith  + C lim a te  F o r u m : an  a ll- d ay  live st r e am  e ve n t  h o ste d  in  th e  
C h r ist ian  L ife  C e n te r , w ith  12  a t te n d e e s fr o m  P alm  Valle y , tw o  o th e r  
ch u r ch e s, an d  th e  sp o n so r in g o r gan iza t io n  (Eco Am e r ica). H e ld  o n  
T h u r sd ay , M ar ch  27, th e  Fo r u m  b r o u gh t  to ge th e r  m o r e  th an  2 ,0 0 0 + 
p ar t icip an ts acr o ss 80 + in - p e r so n  h o st  lo ca t io n s, r e p r e se n t in g m o r e  th an  
550  co n gr e ga t io n s an d  30  fa ith  t r ad it io n s an d  d e n o m in a t io n s. P a lm  Valle y  
w ill aga in  b e  a  h o st  site  fo r  th e  20 26  N at io n a l Faith  + C lim ate  Fo r u m  o n  
Sa tu r d ay , Ap r il 25. 
 

S tu d y  G a te w a y  e x p a n sio n : th is st r e am in g v id e o  Bib le  stu d y  se r v ice  fe a tu r e s 
h u n d r e d s o f stu d ie s fr o m  th e  w o r ld 's m o st  in flu e n t ia l C h r ist ian  au th o r s, 
te ach e r s, an d  p asto r s. T h is o n lin e  se r v ice  a llo w s acce ss to  th e se  m ate r ia ls 
fr o m  an y w h e r e , an y t im e . T h is y e ar , Stu d y  G ate w ay  w as m ad e  availab le  to  
a ll m e m b e r s o f P a lm  Valle y . 
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Sta f f  a d d it io n : O n  Ju n e  1, Ke lle y  Ad am s jo in e d  o u r  sta ff as Vo lu n te e r  & 
Sm all G r o u p s C o o r d in a to r . 
 

C o m m u n ity  In vo lve m e n t : in  r e sp o n se  to  th e  fe e d b ack  fr o m  se ve r a l sm all 
gr o u p  m e m b e r s’ p assio n  fo r  se r v in g in  th e  co m m u n ity , w e  o r gan ize d  th e  
fo llo w in g se r v ice  p r o je cts: 
• M e als fr o m  th e  H e ar t  a t  Ro n ald  M cD o n ald  H o u se  o f C e n tr a l T e xas: a  

gr o u p  o f 6  vo lu n te e r s p r e p ar e d  d in n e r  fo r  30  fam ilie s stay in g a t  th e  
Ro n ald  M cD o n ald  H o u se  o n  Au gu st  1. 

• Ad o p t- A- Str e e t  fo r  th e  C ity  o f Ro u n d  Ro ck : in  Ju n e , w e  ad o p te d  a  o n e -
m ile  st r e tch  o f M cN e il Ro ad  (Ro u n d  Ro ck  W e st  Ro ad  to  D e e p  W o o d  
D r ive ) fo r  cle an u p  six  t im e s a  y e ar . 

• Lu M in : o n  Au gu st  26 , w e  p r o vid e d  a  m e al fo r  40 0  p lu s m e als in  tw o  
h o u r s to  stu d e n ts in  co llab o r a t io n  w ith  th e  Lu th e r an  C am p u s M in ist r y  
(Lu M in ) a t  th e  U n ive r sity  o f T e xas a t  th e ir  fir st  w e e k ly  T a ilga te  T u e sd ay  
o f th e  sch o o l y e ar . W e  w ill b e  b ack  o n  cam p u s to  h e lp  o n  Ap r il 21. 

• Backp ack  Fr ie n d s: 9  p e o p le  p ar t icip a te d  in  a  p ack in g p ar ty  o n  Se p te m b e r  
29 th  to  fill b ack- p acks w ith  fo o d  to  se n d  h o m e  w ith  stu d e n ts o ve r  th e  
w e e ke n d .  

 

S t r a te g ic  P la n n in g  In it ia t ive : th e  st r a te gic p lan n in g p r o ce ss th is y e ar  le d  to  
th e  d e ve lo p m e n t  o f th r e e  in it ia t ive s, o n e  o f w h ich  is t it le d , “Exp an d  Sm all 
G r o u p s an d  D iscip le sh ip  P a th w ay s.” T h e  m in istr y  te am  h as b e gu n  to  m e e t  
r e gu lar ly  to  fo cu s o n  th e  go a ls an d  act io n  ite m s th a t  a lign  w ith  th e  in it ia t ive . 
 
AN N U AL  AC T IVIT IE S 
Fa ll Fo cu s 20 25 Sm all G r o u p s le d  50 + ad u lts th r o u gh  a  ch u r ch - w id e  Bib le  
stu d y  an d  se r m o n  se r ie s le d  b y  P asto r  D ave  Ko p p e l an d  In te r n  P asto r  Lax  
Var d h an ap u  b ase d  o n  Get Your  Life Ba ck b y  Jo h n  Eld r e d ge . T h e  six- w e e k  
se r ie s to o k  p lace  Su n d ay , Se p te m b e r  14, th r o u gh  Su n d ay , O cto b e r  19 .  
 
N E W  SM AL L  G R O U P S O F F E R E D  IN  2 0 2 5 
 

B ib le  in  a  Ye a r : Facilita to r  -  C h r is T e r r y  
T h e  B ib lica l T h e m e  o f  Sh a lo m : Facilita to r  –  D e b o r ah  Fr an ke  
W E L C A/ G a th e r in g  W o m e n ’s B ib le  S tu d y : Facilita to r  –  Jay n e  Baxte r  
 
L IM IT E D  SE R IE S SM AL L  G R O U P S 
 

AL P H A: Facilita te d  b y  Lau r a  Jo h an sso n , o ccu r r e d   
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O N G O IN G  SM AL L  G R O U P S 
 

W e e k ly  G r o u p s  

• Su n d ay  a fte r n o o n : Vo lle y b a ll –  P au la  D ie tz  
• Su n d ay  e ve n in g: P au l Ke r ste n , N an cy  Ke r ste n  
• M o n d ay  m o r n in g: Bib le  Stu d y  –  R ick  R ickar d , E lr o y  H ave r lah , an d  

Su san  Am e s 
• M o n d ay  e ve n in g: Su san  Am e s, C in d i H aile s  
• T u e sd ay  m o r n in g: Ir o n m e n  –  R ick  R ickar d , P au l Ke r ste n  
• T u e sd ay  a fte r n o o n : Q u ilte r s –  An n  G r im e s (co n tact) 
• T u e sd ay  e ve n in g: M an n y  C astr o  
• W e d n e sd ay  e ve n in g: Ea t , D iscu ss, an d  P r ay  –  Jam e s H o w , Ku sh ay  H o w  
• W e d n e sd ay  e ve n in g: O n lin e  H isp an ic Bib le  Stu d y  –  H u go  Agu ile r a  
• T h u r sd ay  e ve n in g: Vo lle y b a ll –  P au la  D ie tz  

M o n th ly  G r o u p s  

• Ve ge tab le  G ar d e n  –  H e le n  Be cke r , D avid  Be cke r  
• W o m e n ’s Fo r u m  (th ir d  T h u r sd ay ) –  L in d a  D u fn e r  
• W ELC A /  G ath e r in g W o m e n ’s Bib le  Stu d y  (T h u r sd ay  a fte r n o o n ) –  Jay n e  

Baxte r  
• M ar ta’s C ir cle  H isp an ic O n lin e  Bib le  Stu d y  (th ir d  Sa tu r d ay  a fte r n o o n ) 
• H isp an ic M e n ’s Bib le  Stu d y  (last  Sa tu r d ay  a fte r n o o n ) –  H u go  Agu ile r a  

G r o u p  O u t in gs: 
• M ar ch  8: T o b y M ac co n ce r t  w ith  C r o w d e r , C AIN , Ry an  Ste ve n so n , an d  

T e r r ian  a t  th e  H EB C e n te r . T e n  a t te n d e d . 
• Ap r il 26 : C h r ist ian  co m e d ian  T im  H aw kin s a t  R ive r b e n d  C e n tr e  fo r  th e  

Ar ts in  Au st in . Fo u r te e n  a t te n d e d . 
• M ay  8: M e r cy M e  co n ce r t  w ith  Z ach  W illiam s an d  Sam  W e sle y  a t  th e  

H EB C e n te r . E le ve n  a t te n d e d . 

So c ia l E ve n ts:  
So cia l e ve n ts w e r e  h e ld  in  o r d e r  to  h e lp  b u ild  co m m u n ity , p ar t icu la r ly  w ith  
P VLC  m e m b e r s th a t  m ay  n o t  h ave  as m an y  o p p o r tu n it ie s to  co n n e ct , tw o  
so cia l e ve n ts w e r e  h e ld . 
• M ay  18: W o r k in g Ad u lts' H an go u t  a t  H at  C r e e k  o n  H w y  79 . F ive  ad u lts 

a t te n d e d . 
• M ay  22 : M e n 's H an go u t  a t  F in le y 's o n  M ain  Str e e t  in  Ro u n d  Ro ck . F ive  

m e n  a t te n d e d . 
 
T H AN KS 
T h an ks to  th e  m an y  vo lu n te e r s w h o  an sw e r e d  th e  ca ll (w h e n  I ca lle d !) to  
se r ve  d u r in g sp e cia l e ve n ts, sp e cia l se r v ice s, Su n d ay  co ffe e  an d  d o n u t  
se r v ice , w o r sh ip , an d  in  e ve r y  w ay . Yo u r  se r v ice  is t r u ly  fa ith  in  act io n . 
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P R AYE R  F O R  T H E  F U T U R E  

 
H ea ven ly Fa ther , w e a r e tha nkful for  the oppor tun ities tha t You ha ve pr ovided us to 
sha r e in  fellow ship a nd ser vice in  our  commun ity. We a sk tha t You con tinue to guide 
us to look for  w a ys to str engthen  our  r ela tionships w ith ea ch other  a nd w ith You a nd 
to suppor t our  commun ity. Open  our  eyes a nd our  hea r ts to deter mine how w e ca n  
help fill the spir itua l, emotiona l, a nd r ela tiona l needs of people in  Round Rock a nd 
beyond. In  Your  na me, w e pr a y, Amen . 
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CEMETERY TEAM 
 
P alm  Valle y  C e m e te r y  20 25 An n u al Re p o r t  
Su b m it te d  fo r  th e  0 1/ 25/ 20 26  C o n gr e ga t io n a l M e e t in g 
 
T h e  P a lm  Valle y  C e m e te r y  is a  p e r p e tu a l m in istr y  d e d ica te d  to  car in g fo r  
th e  b u r ia l/ in u r n m e n t  o f th o se  b e lo ve d s w h o  p ass o n  b e fo r e  u s.  
 
O p e r a t io n s o f th e  P a lm  Valle y  C e m e te r y  a r e  a  co llab o r a t io n  b e tw e e n  th e  
P a lm  Valle y  C e m e te r y  T e am  an d  P a lm  Valle y  C h u r ch  Ad m in ist r a t io n . T h e  
P a lm  Valle y  C e m e te r y  T e am  is au th o r ize d  to  m ake  d e cisio n s r e gar d in g th e  
m an age m e n t  o f th e  ce m e te r y  w h ile  C h u r ch  Ad m in ist r a t io n  e xe cu te s th o se  
d e cisio n s o n  a  d ay - to - d ay  b asis.  
 
2 0 2 5 C e m e te r y  T e a m  m e m b e r s a r e : 
Jay n e  Baxte r , Sco t t  Br an d t , Jan  C le ve lan d , An n  G r im e s, M o r r is N o r e n , 
Jo h n n y  Pe ch t , L ila  P e ch t , L in d a  Re e d  – T e am  Le ad , Su e  Ru e , M ar y  W allin  –  
T e am  Se cr e ta r y , an d  Exe cu t ive  Ad m in ist r a to r  Je n  Ke n d r ick .  
 
2 0 2 5 C e m e te r y  a n d  C o lu m b a r iu m  Sa le s 
• 33  ce m e te r y  p lo ts w e r e  so ld  in  20 25 –  10  in  Se ct io n  B, 23  in  Se ct io n  C . 
• 4 co lu m b ar iu m  n ich e s w e r e  so ld  in  20 25. 
• Re m ain in g N u m b e r  o f Availab le  C e m e te r y  P lo ts cu r r e n t ly  m ar ke d  –  20 0  

a r e  m ar ke d  an d  ava ilab le . Fu tu r e  e xp an sio n  o f Se ct io n  C  co u ld  a llo w  fo r  
ap p r o xim ate ly  386  m o r e  p lo ts to  b e  m ar ke d . 

• Re m ain in g Availab le  C o lu m b ar iu m  N ich e s –  10 6 . 
 
2 0 2 5 C e m e te r y  Ad m in ist r a t ive  C o sts 
$6 ,0 0 0  w as ch ar ge d  aga in st  th e  ce m e te r y  fu n d  fo r  ch u r ch  ad m in ist r a t io n  o f 
ce m e te r y  sa le s, ce m e te r y  fin an cia l o p e r a t io n s, an d  ce m e te r y  m an age m e n t . 
 
2 0 2 5 C e m e te r y  U tility  C o sts 
$1,550  w as ch ar ge d  aga in st  th e  ce m e te r y  fu n d  fo r  w ate r  u sage  in  th e  
ce m e te r y . $1,9 0 0  w as ch ar ge d  fo r  fu e l co sts. 
 
2 0 2 5 C e m e te r y  Sta f f in g  C o sts 
M ain te n an ce  o f th e  ce m e te r y  lan d scap in g is p e r fo r m e d  b y  an  e m p lo y e e  o f 
th e  ch u r ch  –  o u r  ce m e te r y  gr o u n d ske e p e r . H alf o f th e  sa la r y  o f o u r  
gr o u n d ske e p e r  p o sit io n  is p a id  b y  th e  ce m e te r y  fu n d . T h is am o u n t  is 
u n d isclo se d  as it  is an  e m p lo y e e  sa la r y . 
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C u r r e n t  P r ic in g  fo r  C e m e te r y  P lo ts a n d  C o lu m b a r iu m  N ich e s 
• C u r r e n t  P lo t  C o st  –  $4,0 0 0  p e r  ce m e te r y  gr ave  site  fo r  n o n - m e m b e r s, 

w ith  $1,0 0 0  ad d it io n a l co st  if fo r  m o r e  th an  two  in u r n m e n ts p e r  gr ave  
site , a llo win g m ax o f six . 

• C u r r e n t  C o lu m b ar iu m  C o st  –  d e p e n d s u p o n  th e  p lace m e n t  le ve l. 
$3 ,50 0  fo r  to p  le ve l. 

• T h is p r icin g is fo r  n o n - m e m b e r s. All ce m e te r y  p r icin g w as r e v ie w e d  in  
20 24, w ith  co m p ar iso n s d o n e  w ith  o th e r  lo ca l ce m e te r ie s.  

 
2 0 2 5 M a in te n a n ce  W o r k  
Ju n e  20 25 -  W ar r an ty  w o r k  w as d o n e  o n  th e  e ast - m o st  r o ad  b y  asp h a lt  
co m p an y  th a t  fille d  in  th e  d e e p  cr acks in  th e  asp h a lt .  
 

M ain te n an ce  o n  se ct io n  A gr ave  cu r b s an d  a ll h e ad sto n e  r e p a ir s. T h is is 
o n go in g m ain te n an ce , o ccu r r in g e ve r y  y e ar . 
 
2 0 2 5 Ad d it io n a l Ac t iv it ie s 
0 5.25 -  T h e  P r o p e r ty  T e am  co m p le te d  a  stu d y  to  in sp e ct  th e  w ate r  w e ll 
b e h in d  th e  p ar so n age  an d  fu r n ish e d  th e  e st im ate d  co st  to  b r in g it  b ack  
o n lin e  fo r  ir r iga t io n  to  th e  ce m e te r y . T o ta l am o u n t  to  u p d a te  th e  w e ll an d  
h o o k  it  u p  to  ce m e te r y  ir r iga t io n  sy ste m  w as $12 ,280 .0 0 . Sin ce  it  p e r ta in e d  
m o st ly  to  th e  ce m e te r y  (se ve r a l C h u r ch  lin e s w e r e  a lso  o n  th e  ce m e te r y  
zo n e s), th e  fin d in gs w e r e  fo r w ar d e d  to  th e  C e m e te r y  T e am  fo r  d iscu ssio n . 
C e m e te r y  T e am  h as take n  n o  act io n  y e t  o n  th is. 
 

0 8 .26 .25 C e m e te r y  T e am  m e e t in g h e ld . 
 

0 9 .11.25 -  Jay n e  Baxte r , M ar y  W allin , an d  Lin d a  Re e d  m e t  w ith  T e r r y  
H ago o d , H ago o d  En gin e e r in g, an d  D w ay n e  Ko st ih a  fo r  a  p r e lim in ar y  
d iscu ssio n  o n  th e  r e m e d ia t io n  o f th e  r o ad  an d  d r a in age  issu e s. W e  p lan  to  
m o ve  fo r w ar d  w ith  r o ad  an d  d r a in age  r e p a ir  in  20 26 .  
 

10 .15.25 -  F ive  d e ad  t r e e s w e r e  r e p lace d  a lo n g w ith  an  in sp e ct io n  an d  r e p a ir  
o f th e  ir r iga t io n  sy ste m , a t  a  co st  o f $12 ,270 .30 .  
 

T h an k  y o u  to  Je n  Ke n d r ick , Exe cu t ive  Ad m in ist r a to r , fo r  p r o vid in g th e  
ce m e te r y  sa le s, fin an cia l, an d  m an age m e n t  in fo r m at io n .  
 
Re sp e ctfu lly  su b m it te d  b y  Lin d a  Re e d .  
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COMMUNITY CARE TEAM 

 

T h e  C o m m u n ity  C ar e  T e am  fo cu se s o n  se r v in g an d  sh ar in g G o d ’s lo ve  w ith  
P a lm  Valle y  m e m b e r s an d  o u r  Ro u n d  Ro ck  co m m u n ity  in  var io u s w ay s.  
Each  b ab y , ch ild , te e n  an d  ad u lt  w h o  w as b ap t ize d  r e ce ive d  a  b lan ke t , lam b , 
an d / o r  d e vo t io n a l b o o k  to  r e m in d  th e m  th e y  ar e  a  “C h ild  o f G o d .” 

O ve r  1,16 9  lb s o f fo o d  fo r  Ro u n d  Ro ck  Se r v in g C e n te r  w as co lle cte d  an d  
d e live r e d . T h an k  y o u  fo r  d o n a t in g th e se  fo o d  ite m s to  h e lp  fe e d  th o se  in  
n e e d .  

W e  su p p o r t  an d  h e lp  p e o p le  w h o  n e e d  e y e glasse s b y  co lle ct in g an d  
d o n at in g th e m  to  th e  L io n ’s C lu b  to  give  to  th o se  w h o  can n o t  a ffo r d  to  b u y  
glasse s. T h is y e ar , 145 e y e glasse s an d  89  e y e  glass case s w e r e  d o n a te d .  

Ro u n d  Ro ck  ISD  h as m an y  stu d e n ts w h o  ar e  in  th e  FIT  (Fam ilie s in  
T r an sit io n ) P r o gr am  an d  th e se  stu d e n ts d o  n o t  a lw ay s h ave  a  p lace  to  ca ll 
h o m e . P VLC  h e lp s th e m  b y  p r o vid in g H y gie n e  Kits e ach  y e ar . In  20 25, w e  
p acke d  50  k its an d  d e live r e d  th e m  to  RRISD .  

Six te e n  All Sa in t’s D ay  b an n e r s w e r e  h an d m ad e  an d  d r ap e d  o n  ch a ir s in  
m e m o r y  o f m e m b e r s an d  lo ve d  o n e s w h o  p asse d  aw ay  in  20 25. T h e  
b an n e r s w e r e  give n  to  e ach  fam ily .  

T h an k  y o u  fo r  y o u r  d o n a t io n s o f C h r istm as gifts (p a jam as) an d  sto ck in g 
stu ffe r s fo r  T e xas Bap t ist  C h ild r e n ’s H o m e . Yo u r  gifts o f lo ve  b r o u gh t  so  
m u ch  jo y  to  e ach  o f th e  k id s an d  m o m s th is C h r istm as.  

Mission statement: To serve those in need, share God’s generosity with others, and 
show God’s love and compassion.  

A note of thanks from the RRISD Director of the FIT Program:  

Dear Palm Valley Lutheran Friends,  

The gifts of your time and resources are truly helping students in need. It’s hard to 
imagine the chaos of homeless, but it’s a reality for many of our children and gift of 
hygiene is such a blessing that it helps bring a sense of normalcy to these young 
lives. We simply love our partnership with you all! Thank you so much for hygiene 
kits. We are truly grateful. Fondly, Anne & the FIT team 
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T h e  fir st  Sa tu r d ay  a fte r  Lab o r  D ay , w e  h ave  a  vo lu n te e r  d ay , “G o d ’s W o r k . 
O u r  H an d s”. Ab o u t  35 vo lu n te e r s p acke d  h y gie n e  k its fo r  RRISD , h e a lth  k its 
an d  sch o o l su p p ly  k its fo r  Lu th e r an  W o r ld  Re lie f an d  m ad e  16  lap  b lan ke ts 
fo r  fo ste r  ch ild r e n  a t  C e n tr a l T e xas T ab le  o f G r ace .  

 

T h an k  y o u  fo r  y o u r  ge n e r o sity , sh ar in g G o d ’s lo ve  an d  su p p o r t in g P a lm  
Valle y  an d  th e  Ro u n d  Ro ck  C o m m u n ity .  

W e  h ave  m an y  vo lu n te e r  o p p o r tu n it ie s a t  D o w n  H o m e  Ran ch , C e n tr a l 
T e xas T ab le  o f G r ace , Ro u n d  Ro ck  Se r v in g C e n te r , an d  Backp ack  F r ie n d s. 
P le ase  w atch  fo r  th e se  o p p o r tu n it ie s in  th e  Ech o e s. 

  
Vo lu n te e r in g  a t  B a ck p a ck  F r ie n d s! 
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ENDOWMENT TEAM 
 
T h e  P a lm  Valle y  Lu th e r an  C h u r ch  En d o w m e n t  Fu n d  w as e stab lish e d  in  
19 85, an d  it  p lay s a  v ita l p ar t  in  th e  o u tr e ach  o f o u r  m in ist r y  to  th e  
co m m u n ity  an d  w o r ld .  
 

T h e se  in ve stm e n ts se e  in co m e  flu ctu a te  o ccasio n a lly , d e p e n d in g o n  th e  
e co n o m ic clim ate . T h e  20 25 d ist r ib u t io n  w as ju st  u n d e r  4.29 % o f th e  fu n d  
va lu e . 
 

P a lm  Valle y  h as aw ar d e d  gr an ts o f o ve r  8  m illio n  d o lla r s an d  r e ta in s a  so lid  
b a lan ce  to  e n su r e  th e  ch u r ch ’s ab ility  to  su p p o r t  m an y  fu tu r e  ge n e r a t io n s. 
T h e  En d o w m e n t  Fu n d ’s va lu e  as o f D e ce m b e r  31,20 25, w as $5,0 56 ,9 21.44. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
T h e  T r in ity  P lace  Se n io r  C ar e  Fu n d  p r o vid e d  gr an ts fo r  Se n io r  Acce ss 
T e xas (n o w  D r ive  a  Se n io r ), an d  P VLC ’s Su n d ay  T r an sp o r ta t io n  m in ist r y  in  
20 25. T h e  fu n d ’s va lu e  as o f D e ce m b e r  31,20 25, w as $6 23 ,9 12 .0 3 . 

 

  
 
 
 
  

2025 Endowment Fund Grants  
Lumin UT Austin Food Pantry (Three-Year 2024-2026) $10,000   
Missionary Support – Abby Boldt $10,000   
Synod Aid Fund/Sustentation Fund  $29,668   
RR Serving Center (Three-Year Request 2023-2025) $17,250   
Backpack Friends Pflugerville (Three-Year 2024-2026) $30,000   
Disaster Relief $6,000   
Local Benevolence $4,500   
Building Fund Reserves (Maintenance) $29,668   
High School Senior Scholarships & Banquet  $13,500   
Camp Scholarships $10,000   
Council Retreat $1,200   
Reformation Festival $20,000  
Williamson County YoungLife $8,000  
Administrative Expense $7,560   

Grant Total $197,346.00  

 
2025 Trinity Place Senior Care Fund  

Transportation Ministry for Seniors (Three-Year Grant) $11,740   
Senior Access Texas (Three-Year Grant) $30,000   
   

Grant Total $41,740  
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EVANGELISM MINISTRY TEAM 
 

If so m e o n e  w an t in g to  v isit  P a lm  
Valle y  fo r  th e  fir st  t im e  r e q u e sts th a t  
so m e o n e  acco m p an y  th e m  (ava ilab le  
th r o u gh  th e  ch u r ch ’s w e b site ), w e  t r y  
to  a r r an ge  fo r  th e m  to  b e  gr e e te d  an d  
w e lco m e d  b y  so m e o n e  w h o  can  sh o w  
th e m  ar o u n d , m ake  in t r o d u ct io n s, sit  
w ith  th e m , e tc.  
 
O n e  o f th e  w ay s w e  t r y  to  w e lco m e  f ir st - t im e  v isito r s   
to  o u r  w o r sh ip  se r v ice s is to  gr e e t  th e m  w ar m ly  an d  
give  th e m  a  b e au tifu l o live w o o d  cr o ss, a lo n g w ith  a  car d  
w ith  se r v ice  t im e s an d  a  lin k  to  in fo r m at io n  ab o u t  th e  
ch u r ch . W e  a lso  e n co u r age  th e m  to  co m p le te  an  
a t te n d an ce  car d  so  w e  can  th e n  r e ach  o u t  to  th e m . W h e n  w e  
th e n  le ar n  th a t  so m e o n e  h as a t te n d e d  o n e  o f o u r  w o r sh ip  
se r v ice s fo r  th e  fir st  t im e , a  vo lu n te e r  r e ach e s o u t  to  w e lco m e  th e  v isito r  
an d  an sw e r  an y  q u e st io n s th e y  m ay  h ave . W e  co o r d in a te d  th e  vo lu n te e r s to  
m ake  th o se  co n tacts e ach  w e e k  so  m o r e  in fo r m at io n  ab o u t  th e  ch u r ch  an d  
o u r  m in ist r ie s co u ld  b e  sh ar e d  w ith  th e  v isito r s an d  to  e n co u r age  th e m  to  
r e tu r n . Ad d it io n a l v isits to  th e  ch u r ch  a r e  fo llo w e d  u p  o n  as w e ll in  o th e r  
w ay s. 
 
Sin ce  w e  u su a lly  h ave  so  m an y  v isito r s in  o u r  fie ld s o f b lu e b o n n e ts d u r in g 
th e  sp r in g, w e  h ad  p am p h le t  h o ld e r s p lace d  a r o u n d  th e  p r o p e r ty  to  
w e lco m e  th e m , w ar n  th e m  ab o u t  p o ssib le  sn ake s am o n gst  th e  flo w e r s, an d  
in v ite  th e m  to  le ar n  m o r e  ab o u t  th e  ch u r ch . 
 
In  p r e p ar a t io n  fo r  jo in in g o u r  co n gr e ga t io n , p o te n t ia l m e m b e r s a r e  in v ite d  
to  p ar t icip a te  in  a  “D isco ve r in g  D isc ip le sh ip ” c la ss. U n d e r  P asto r  Ko p p e l’s 
d ir e ct io n , w e  co o r d in a te d  classe s in  M ay  an d  N o ve m b e r  th r o u gh  w h ich  n e w  
m e m b e r s co u ld  le ar n  ab o u t  o u r  Lu th e r an  b e lie fs an d  w h at  m ake s P a lm  
Valle y  so  sp e cia l. T h e se  classe s a lso  gave  p e o p le  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  m e e t  
o th e r s n e w  to  o u r  co n gr e ga t io n . 

This team coordinates efforts to reach 
out to the community to share the love of 
God and attract new members to Palm 
Valley. Through these efforts, people can 
see how our ministries enrich the lives of 
those within the congregation and in our 
community. 
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W e  o ffe r e d  G r ie fSh a r e  se ssio n s fo r  th e  fir st  t im e  a t  
P a lm  Valle y  in  20 25. G r ie fSh ar e  is a  lay - le d ,  
Bib le - b ase d , n o n d e n o m in a t io n a l gr ie f su p p o r t  gr o u p  
w h ich  m e e ts o n ce  a  w e e k  (2 - h o u r  se ssio n s) fo r  13  w e e ks. O ve r  o n e  m illio n  
p e o p le  h ave  b e e n  h e lp e d  th r o u gh  th is m in ist r y  o ve r  th e  last  25 y e ar s 
th r o u gh  m o r e  th an  20 ,0 0 0  ch u r ch e s.  
 
T h e r e  a r e  five  t r a in e d  facilita to r s w h o  le ad  th e se  se ssio n s a t  P a lm  Valle y . 
T h is is a  w o n d e r fu l o u tr e a ch  to  p e o p le  in  o u r  co m m u n ity , as m o st  o f th e  
p ar t icip an ts w h o  jo in e d  u s d u r in g th e  th r e e  cy cle s o f se ssio n s h e ld  h e r e  
w e r e  n o t  m e m b e r s o f o u r  co n gr e ga t io n , b u t  w e r e  p e o p le  w h o  so u gh t  
co m fo r t , st r e n gth , an d  su p p o r t  h e r e  d u r in g th e ir  t im e  o f n e e d . In  ad d it io n  
to  th e  r e gu lar  G r ie fSh ar e  se ssio n s, w e  a lso  h o ste d  sp e cia l tw o - h o u r  se ssio n s 
fo r  th o se  gr ie v in g th e  lo ss o f a  sp o u se  an d  fo r  th o se  se e k in g h e lp  in  
su r v iv in g th e  h o lid ay s. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
T o  ce le b r a te  a  w o n d e r fu l e ve n t  in  th e  live s o f m an y  o f o u r  m e m b e r s, w e  
co o r d in a te d  th e  se n d in g o f b ir th d a y  ca r d s to  th o se  in  o u r  co n gr e ga t io n  w h o  
h ave  tu r n e d  9 0  y e a r s o ld  o r  m o r e . O th e r  fo r m s o f co n tact , su ch  as p h o n e  
ca lls an d  e - m ails, w e r e  a lso  e n co u r age d  to  r e m in d  th e se  m e m b e r s th a t  th e y  
a r e  lo ve d  b y  G o d  an d  th e ir  ch u r ch  fam ily . 
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W e  co o r d in a te d  a  Su n d a e s o n  M o n d a y  
e ve n t  in  Ju n e  in  th e  Back  P o r ch . Su ch  
ga th e r in gs a llo w  m e m b e r s to  in v ite  th e ir  
fr ie n d s an d  n e igh b o r s o u t  fo r  a  fu n  
e ve n in g, co m p le te  w ith  fr e e  h o t  d o gs, 
h am b u r ge r s, an d , o f co u r se , ice  cr e am , so  
th e y  can  e xp e r ie n ce  go o d  fo o d , 
fe llo w sh ip , m u sic, an d  a  gr e a t  m e ssage  in  a  
r e laxe d  a tm o sp h e r e .  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

O u r  an n u al F a ll F a ir  lo o ke d  q u ite  d iffe r e n t  
in  20 25 fr o m  p r e vio u s y e ar s. In  Se p te m b e r , 
w e  h ad  p lan ts an d  b ake d  go o d s fo r  sa le  in  
o r d e r  to  co n t in u e  b u ild in g fu n d s so  th a t  w e ’ll 
b e  ab le  to , o n ce  again , o ffe r  o u r  w id e  a r r ay  
o f fr e e  act iv it ie s an d  fo o d  to  o u r  co m m u n ity  
in  th e  fu tu r e . A m u lt itu d e  o f fr e e  se e d s w as 
a lso  sh ar e d .  
 

C h an ge s in  co r e  le ad e r sh ip  p o sit io n s h as 
a lr e ad y  sta r te d . T h is e ffo r t  r e q u ir e s m an y  
vo lu n te e r s fr o m  o u r  co n gr e ga t io n  to  gr e e t  
an d  in te r act  w ith  th o se  w h o  co m e  to  e n jo y  
th e ir  d ay  an d  le ar n  ab o u t  o u r  ch u r ch  an d  
o u r  m in ist r ie s, so  b e  r e ad y  to  ge t  in vo lve d  
w h e n  th e  t im e  co m e s.  
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An o th e r  favo r ite  act iv ity  is v isit in g w ith  an d  sin gin g C h r istm a s ca r o ls to  
th o se  w h o  can  n o  lo n ge r  ge t  to  ch u r ch  o n  a  r e gu lar  b asis. W e  car avan  
a r o u n d  Ro u n d  Ro ck , go in g to  p r iva te  h o m e s an d  assiste d  liv in g an d  n u r sin g 
h o m e  facilit ie s. T h is is a  w o n d e r fu l P a lm  Valle y  t r ad it io n  th a t  b le sse s b o th  
th e  car o le r s an d  th o se  w e  v isit  in  th e  co m m u n ity , m e m b e r s an d  
n o n m e m b e r s a like . Afte r  to u r in g Ro u n d  Ro ck , w e  r e tu r n e d  to  th e  P ar ish  
H all fo r  a  n o u r ish in g m e al an d  m o r e  fe llo w sh ip . All a r e  w e lco m e ! 
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GENEROSITY TEAM 
 
In  20 25, th e  G e n e r o sity  M in ist r y  fo cu se d  o n  fo u r  st r a te gic p r io r it ie s 
d e sign e d  to  st r e n gth e n  e n gage m e n t  an d  su p p o r t  a  cu ltu r e  o f in te n t io n a l 
giv in g a t  G r ace : L e ga cy  o f  G iv in g , T im e  a n d  T a le n t , M o n th  o f  G e n e r o sity , 
an d  th e  G iv in g  C a ta lo g . 

L e ga cy  o f  G iv in g  
T h e  y e ar  b e gan  w ith  th e  lau n ch  o f th e  Lega cy of Giving in it ia t ive . In  
p ar tn e r sh ip  w ith  S ign e  F r e d r iso n , G ift  P lan n e r  w ith  th e  L u th e r a n  
F o u n d a t io n  o f  th e  So u th w e st , w e  h o ste d  se ve r a l o p e n  se ssio n s in  Fe b r u ar y  
to  in t r o d u ce  e sta te - p lan n in g co n ce p ts an d  le gacy - giv in g o p p o r tu n it ie s. T o  
su p p o r t  o n go in g in te r e st , p r in te d  m ate r ia ls a r e  n o w  ava ilab le  a t  th e  
r e ce p t io n ist  d e sk , an d  ad d it io n a l r e so u r ce s h ave  b e e n  ad d e d  to  th e  ch u r ch  
w e b site . 

G r a ce  in  Ac t io n  (T im e  & T a le n t  + M o n th  o f  G e n e r o sity ) 
T o  sim p lify  an d  st r e n gth e n  co n gr e ga t io n a l e n gage m e n t , w e  co m b in e d  th e  
fo r m e r  T ime a nd T a len t p r o ce ss w ith  th e  M on th of Gener osity in to  a  sin gle , 
u n ifie d  e xp e r ie n ce . T h is in clu d e d  a  fu ll r e b r an d  to  G r a ce  in  Ac t io n , a lo n g 
w ith  a  r e d e sign e d  fo r m  ce n te r e d  o n  a  sm all n u m b e r  o f m e an in gfu l, 
in sp ir in g q u e st io n s. T h is st r e am lin e d  ap p r o ach  r e d u ce s co m p le xity , a lign s 
w ith  o u r  b r o ad e r  G RAC E in it ia t ive s, an d  p r o vid e s a  su sta in ab le  fr am e w o r k  
fo r  fu tu r e  y e ar s. 

G iv in g  C a ta lo g  
Afte r  r e v ie w in g th e  r e su lts o f th e  D e ce m b e r  20 24 G ivin g C ata lo g, w e  
d e te r m in e d  th a t  th e  h igh  ad m in ist r a t ive  e ffo r t  p a ir e d  w ith  r e la t ive ly  lo w  
giv in g le ve ls m ad e  it  p r u d e n t  to  p au se  im p le m e n ta t io n  fo r  20 25. T h is a llo w s 
u s to  fo cu s e n e r gy  o n  in it ia t ive s w ith  st r o n ge r  e n gage m e n t  an d  cle ar e r  
im p act . 

O ve r a ll P r o gr e ss 
All fo u r  20 25 p r io r it ie s w e r e  su cce ssfu lly  ad d r e sse d , w ith  th e  lau n ch  o f 
G r a ce  in  Ac t io n  stan d in g o u t  as a  sign ifican t  an d  last in g im p r o ve m e n t . T h is 
t r an sit io n  p o sit io n s th e  m in ist r y  w e ll fo r  co n t in u e d  gr o w th , an d  w e  
an t icip a te  th a t  20 26  w ill r e q u ir e  o n ly  ligh t  u p d a te s r a th e r  th an  m ajo r  
r e d e sign s. 
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HISPANIC MINISTRY 
 

T h e  H isp an ic m in ist r y  co n t in u e d  to  gr o w  as a  co m m u n ity  w ith  th e  
le ad e r sh ip  an d  su p p o r t  o f P asto r  Ko p p e l an d  o u r  C h u r ch  C o u n cil. T h e  lay  
le ad e r sh ip  te am  o r gan ize s m in ist r ie s an d  w o r sh ip . P asto r  F igu e r o a  le ad s th e  
H isp an ic se r v ice  an d  h as a  gr e a t  te am  o f vo lu n te e r  le ad e r s an d  p ar t icip an ts. 
 
W e  h o st  an  o n lin e  Bib le  stu d y  e ve r y  W e d n e sd ay  an d  co n t in u e  w ith  o u r  
M ar th a  gr o u p  e ve r y  th ir d  Sa tu r d ay  o f th e  m o n th . O u r  ch ild r e n  co n t in u e d  
go in g to  Su n d ay  Sch o o l an d  p ar t icip a te d  in  m an y  ch u r ch w id e  ch ild r e n ’s 
act iv it ie s. W e  e n jo y e d  r e gu lar  fe llo w sh ip  as a  co n gr e ga t io n , an d  h o ste d  a  
ch u r ch - w id e  La s Posa da s e ve n t  in  D e ce m b e r .  
 
W e  co n tacte d  o u r  H isp an ic co m m u n ity  th r o u gh o u t  th e  y e ar  to  ke e p  
co n n e cte d  an d  e n su r e  w e  h ave  p e o p le  to  se r ve  e ach  Su n d ay . W e  ar e  
gr o w in g an d  sh ar in g o u r  id e as to  b r in g in  m o r e  m e m b e r s. 
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PERSONNEL TEAM 
 

T h e  P e r so n n e l T e am  p r o vid e s o ve r sigh t , gu id an ce , an d  su p p o r t  fo r  th e  
h u m an  r e so u r ce s an d  sta ffin g fu n ct io n s o f P a lm  Valle y  Lu th e r an  C h u r ch . 
W o r k in g in  co llab o r a t io n  w ith  th e  Se n io r  P asto r , Exe cu t ive  Ad m in ist r a to r , 
an d  C o n gr e ga t io n  C o u n cil, th e  co m m it te e  e n su r e s th a t  P VLC ’s e m p lo y m e n t 
p r act ice s a lign  w ith  th e  ch u r ch ’s m issio n , va lu e s, an d  ap p licab le  law s. 

Q 1 20 25: T h e  T e am  r e vie w e d  ap p lican t  r e su m e s an d  co n d u cte d  in te r v ie w s 
w ith  p o te n t ia l can d id a te s fo r  tw o  vaca te d  p o sit io n s. W e  w e lco m e d  H e le n  
P e lke y , as C h ild r e n  & Yo u n g Fam ilie s D ir e cto r  o n  Ap r il 1st , an d  Jo r d an a  
G u t ie r r e z  as Yo u th  D ir e cto r  o n  Ju n e  1st .  

Q 2  20 25: T h e  T e am  r e vie w e d  r e su m e s, scr e e n e d  ap p lican ts, co n d u cte d  
in te r v ie w s an d  r e fe r e n ce  ch e cks w ith  can d id a te s fo r  tw o  n e w  m in ist r y  
p o sit io n s. W e  w e lco m e d  Be cky  Sim p so n , as P r e sch o o l D ir e cto r  o n  Ju n e  
15th , an d  Ke lle y  Ad am s, as Vo lu n te e r  an d  Sm all G r o u p s C o o r d in a to r  o n  
Ju n e  1st .  

O n  N o ve m b e r  4, th e  T e am  r e vie w e d  cu r r e n t  an d  p o te n t ia l n e w  sta ff 
p o sit io n s. Re co m m e n d at io n s w e r e  m ad e  to  ad d  tw o  n e w  m in ist r y  p o sit io n s 
in  20 26 : 

• Asso cia te  P asto r  
• M u sic D ir e cto r  

T h e  T e am  a lso  d e cid e d  an  an n u al p e r fo r m an ce  r e v ie w  p r o ce ss sh o u ld  b e  
in clu d e d  fo r  a ll te am  m e m b e r s in  e ar ly  20 26 . In  ad d it io n , an  u p d ate  o f th e  
Em p lo y e e  H an d b o o k  sh o u ld  b e  d e live r e d  fo r  C o u n cil ap p r o va l. 

T e am  m e m b e r s a r e : T e am  Le ad e r  C h r ist in e  T e r r y , D e b o r ah  Fr an ke , 
M ild r e d  Kr ie n ke , Jo h n  Re e d , an d  Se n io r  P asto r , D ave  Ko p p e l. Exe cu t ive  
Ad m in , Je n  Ke n d r ick , an d  C ar o ly n  Ko e h n , as C o u n cil P r e sid e n t , a r e  
in clu d e d  in  te am  m e e t in gs an d  co m m u n ica t io n . 
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PVLC STAFF TEAM  
 

 

 
 

D r . D a ve  Ko p p e l 
Se n io r  P asto r   

 

 
 

H e le n  P e lk e y   
D ir e cto r  o f C h ild r e n  an d   
Yo u n g Fam ilie s M in ist r y  
 
 

 
 

Jo r d a n a  G u t ie r r e z   
D ir e cto r  o f Yo u th  M in ist r y  

 
 

P a sto r  Jo a q u in  F igu e r o a   
H isp an ic M in ist r y  
 

 
 

B e ck y  Sim p so n  
P r e sch o o l D ir e cto r  
 
 

 
 

M a r v in  G o a d  
C h o ir  D ir e cto r  an d  O r gan ist  
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P a sto r  M in  W o o  L e e  
Re jo ice ! Ban d  C o - D ir e cto r   
 
 

 
 

B la k e  T a r go n sk i 
Re jo ice ! Ban d  C o - D ir e cto r  
 
 
 
 

 
 

Je ssica  B r u n sse n  
M e d ia  P r o d u ct io n   
 

 
 

Vick i W a ll 
P u b lica t io n s C o o r d in a to r   
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

M o lly  Sa lz w e d e l 
F in an cia l & Ad m in ist r a t ive  
Assistan t  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ke lle y  Ad a m s 
Vo lu n te e r  & Sm all G r o u p s 
C o o r d in a to r  
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Jo h n  C illie r s     B illy  Sm ith  
Bu ild in g M ain te n an ce      G r o u n d s M ain te n an ce   
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Je n n ife r  Ke n d r ick  
Exe cu t ive  Ad m in ist r a to r  
 
 

S ta f f  a s o f  F e b r u a r y  8 , 2 0 2 6  

P o sit io n  Sta tu s  
Se n io r  P asto r  Fu ll- T im e  
H isp an ic M in ist r y  P asto r  P ar t - T im e  
C h ild r e n  an d  Yo u n g Fam ilie s D ir e cto r  Fu ll- T im e   
Yo u th  D ir e cto r   Fu ll- T im e   
C h o ir  D ir e cto r  P ar t - T im e  
Re jo ice ! C o - D ir e cto r s P ar t - T im e  
P r e sch o o l D ir e cto r  Fu ll- T im e  
Exe cu t ive  Ad m in ist r a to r  Fu ll- T im e  
P u b lica t io n s C o o r d in a to r  Fu ll- T im e  
M e d ia  C o o r d in a to r  Fu ll- T im e  
F in an cia l an d  Ad m in ist r a t ive  Assistan t  Fu ll- T im e  
Vo lu n te e r  an d  Sm all G r o u p s C o o r d in a to r  P ar t - T im e  
Re ce p t io n ist  P ar t - T im e  (Vacan t) 
Bu ild in g M ain te n an ce   P ar t - T im e  
G r o u n d s M ain te n an ce  Fu ll- T im e  
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PROPERTY TEAM 
 

It  w as a  b u sy  y e ar  fo r  th e  P r o p e r ty  T e am . In  ad d it io n  to  o u r  r e gu lar  
m e e t in gs o n  a ll G RAC E N igh ts, w e  a lso  h ad  five  sp e cia l m e e t in gs to  fu r th e r  
d iscu ss se ve r a l p r o je cts liste d  in  th e  b o d y  o f th is r e p o r t .  
 
T h e r e  w e r e  n u m e r o u s p r o je cts th a t  we r e  acco m p lish e d , st ill u n d e r  r e v ie w  
an d / o r  su b m it te d  to  C o u n cil fo r  act io n . H e r e  is th e  list  o f acco m p lish m e n ts: 
 
• C o m p le te d  su p e r v isio n  o f im p r o ve m e n ts ap p r o ve d  b y  th e  En d o w m e n t  

T e am  fo r  th e  C o u n se lin g C e n te r  in  th e  p ar so n age . 
• C o m p le te d  stu d ie s an d  se cu r e d  e st im ate s fo r  r e sto r in g th e  w ate r  w e ll 

b e h in d  th e  p ar so n age  an d  p r e se n te d  fin d in gs to  th e  C e m e te r y  T e am . 
• C le an e d  gu t te r s, cle ar e d  le ave s an d  in sta lle d  a  Fr e n ch  d r a in  b e tw e e n  th e  

o ffice s an d  classr o o m s. 
• Re sto r e d  th e  w o o d  o n  a ll cab in e ts in  th e  P a lm  Ro o m . 
• Asse m b le d  a ll n e w  ch a ir s fo r  th e  P a lm  Ro o m . 
• Re se ar ch e d  an d  o b ta in e d  e st im ate s fo r  p u r ch asin g a  n e w  t r acto r  fo r  th e  

C h u r ch  w h ich  w as ap p r o ve d  b y  C o u n cil. 
• C o n tin u e d  r e se ar ch in g an d  o b ta in in g e st im ate s fo r  th e  r e sto r a t io n  o f th e  

ste e p le  in  th e  San ctu ar y  th a t  w as r e co m m e n d e d  to  C o u n cil an d  
ap p r o ve d .  

• Re p air e d  p o th o le s b e tw e e n  th e  C LC  an d  Back  P o r ch . 
• Re vie w e d  an d  ap p r o ve d  Eagle  Sco u t  p r o je cts (2 ). 
• P r o vid e d  a  co m p r e h e n sive  list  o f th e  life sp an  o f H VAC  as w e ll as o th e r  

facility  im p r o ve m e n ts n e e d in g r e p a ir  o r  r e p lace m e n t  in  th e  n e xt  five  
y e ar s. 

• C o n d u cte d  n u m e r o u s r e v ie w s an d  se cu r e d  e st im ate s fo r  th e  fir st  p h ase  
(AVL) fo r  r e n o vat io n s an d  im p r o ve m e n ts to  th e  C LC  an d  San ctu ar y . 
Su b m it te d  fin d in gs to  C o u n cil. 

 
I  w o u ld  like  to  th an k  e ach  o f o u r  m e m b e r s fo r  a ll th e ir  h ar d  w o r k  an d  t im e  
sp e n t  o n  th e se  e n d e avo r s. I a lso  th an k  se ve r a l n o n - T e am  m e m b e r s w h o  
p itch e d  in  to  h e lp  w h e n  n e e d e d . 
 
Su b m it te d  b y  Jo h n  Re e d  
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STEPHEN MINISTRY 
 

Ste p h e n  M in iste r s ty p ica lly  m e e t  w ith  th e ir  assign e d  car e  
r e ce ive r  o n ce  a  w e e k , o r  o n  w h ate ve r  sch e d u le  w o r ks fo r  th e  
car e  r e ce ive r  an d  th e  car e give r . T h e  Ste p h e n  M in iste r s o ffe r  a  
n o n ju d gm e n ta l liste n in g e ar  to  p e o p le  in  n e e d . T h e se  o n e - o n -
o n e  co n ve r sa t io n s a r e  st r ict ly  co n fid e n t ia l. Sin ce  th e  car in g 
r e la t io n sh ip s a r e  d e te r m in e d  b y  th e  n e e d s o f th e  car e  r e ce ive r , 
th e  le n gth  o f th e se  r e la t io n sh ip s can  var y  fr o m  a  fe w  w e e ks to  

se ve r a l y e ar s. It ’s an  h o n o r  an d  a  b le ssin g to  b e  ab le  to  co n n e ct  w ith  p e o p le  
d u r in g th e ir  t im e  o f st r u ggle  an d  to  p r ay  fo r  th e m  an d  th e ir  situ a t io n s.  

Fo r  th o se  in  o u r  co n gr e ga t io n  w h o  h ave  su ffe r e d  th e  lo ss o f a  sp o u se , 
p ar e n t , o r  ch ild , w e  p r o vid e d  a  co m fo r t in g r e so u r ce  in  “Jo u r n e y in g 
T h r o u gh  G r ie f,” a  se t  o f fo u r  b o o kle ts w h ich  a r e  se n t  to  gr ie v in g p e o p le  a t  
fo u r  cr u cia l t im e s d u r in g th e  fir st  y e ar  a fte r  th e  lo ss.  

Ste p h e n  M in ist r y  te am  m e m b e r s a lso  p ar t icip a te d  in  m o n th ly  co n t in u in g 
e d u ca t io n  an d  su p e r v isio n  m e e t in gs. T h e se  gath e r in gs e n su r e  th a t  a ll 
ca r e give r s a r e  p r o vid e d  w ith  r e le van t  t r a in in g an d  n e ce ssar y  su p p o r t  an d  
gu id an ce . P asto r  Ko p p e l, a  t r a in e d  Ste p h e n  Le ad e r , a lso  r e gu lar ly  a t te n d s 
th e se  su p e r v isio n  m e e t in gs. 

Sin ce  th e  fir st  class w as co m m issio n e d  in  20 0 6 , Ste p h e n  M in iste r s fr o m  
P alm  Valle y  h ave  w alke d  a lo n gsid e  m o r e  th an  150  p e o p le  as th e y ’ve  d e a lt  
w ith  cr ise s in  th e ir  live s. Sin ce  r e fe r r a ls an d  p asto r a l su p p o r t  a r e  ke y  to  a  
su cce ssfu l Ste p h e n  M in ist r y  p r o gr am , co n gr e ga t io n  m e m b e r s a r e  aske d  to  
co n tact  P asto r  Ko p p e l o r  o n e  o f th e  Ste p h e n  Le ad e r s w h e n  th e r e  is 
kn o w le d ge  o f so m e o n e  n e e d in g th e  car e  an d  co m p assio n  o f a  Ste p h e n  
M in iste r . T h e  p e r so n  in  n e e d  d o e s n o t  h ave  to  b e  a  m e m b e r  o f P a lm  Valle y , 
b u t  th e y  m u st  b e  a t  le ast  18  y e ar s o f age . 

Ste p h e n  M in ist r y  te am  m e m b e r s in  20 25 in clu d e d  D o n n a  Balsh aw , Jay n e  
Baxte r , P au la  D ie tz , C ar o l D o ve , L in d a  D u fn e r , Lau r a  Jo h an sso n , N an cy  
Ke r ste n , G ar lo n  O e tke n , T am m y  O e tke n , Sh ar o n  Re viso r e , T h a is Ro w lan d , 
P a t  Sch n e id e r , an d  G aile  Sw o y e r . T h an kfu lly , fu n d in g w as m ad e  ava ilab le  
so  th a t  D o n n a  Balsh aw  an d  G ar lo n  an d  
T am m y  O e tke n  w e r e  ab le  to  su cce ssfu lly  
co m p le te  t r a in in g in  20 25, jo in in g P au la  D ie tz  
an d  Lau r a  Jo h an sso n  as Ste p h e n  M in ist r y  
Le ad e r s. 

T h e  te am  r e m ain s t r u ly  gr a te fu l fo r  th e  
co n t in u in g su p p o r t  o f P asto r  Ko p p e l an d  th is 
co n gr e ga t io n . 

Palm Valley’s Stephen Ministry 
team members continued to 
provide care to people within and 
outside our congregation who 
were dealing with serious health 
issues, a death in their family, loss 
of a job, divorce, or other difficult 
situations.  
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WORSHIP AND MUSIC MINISTRY TEAM  
 
T h e  Alta r  G u ild  p r o vid e d  se r v ice s p r o vid e d  fo r  a ll San ctu ar y  w o r sh ip  
se r v ice s b y  m an agin g th e  b an n e r s, p ar am e n ts, b ap t ism al n ap k in s, ch a lice s 
an d  co m m u n io n  se r v in g w ar e . Re sp o n sib le  te am s se t  u p  an d  p r e p ar e d  
co m m u n io n  fo r  r e gu lar  Su n d ay  se r v ice s an d  fo r  so m e  sp e cia l se r v ice s. 

T h e  T e am : 

O r gan ize d  an d  p ar t icip a te d  in  d e co r a t in g an d  u n d e co r a t in g th e  
ch u r ch  fo r  Ad ve n t  an d  C h r istm as. 

O r d e r e d  P o in se t t ias fo r  C h r istm as se r v ice s. 

O r gan ize d  Le n te n  m e als; se r ve d  th e  Ash  W e d n e sd ay  m e al. 

 
T h e  T e am  co n t in u e d  a ll T r ad it io n a l W o r sh ip  an d  M u sic G RAC E T e am  
Fu n ct io n s, su p p o r t in g th e  p asto r  an d  m u sica l gr o u p s in  th e  p lan n in g o f 
r e gu lar  an d  sp e cia l w o r sh ip  se r v ice s. T h e  w o r sh ip  e xp e r ie n ce  w as gr e a t ly  
b r o ad e n e d  w h e n  live  st r e am in g b e gan  o n  P a lm  Su n d ay  (3 / 24/ 24) th e r e b y  
r e ach in g h o m e b o u n d  m e m b e r s an d  o th e r s fo r  a  var ie ty  o f r e aso n s  

 A T r in ity  Su n d ay  b an n e r  w as ad d e d  to  o u r  in ve n to r y  o f b an n e r s fo r  sp e cia l 
se aso n s an d  Su n d ay s. A M ar t in  Lu th e r  C o at  o f Ar m s Ban n e r  w as a lso  
p u r ch ase d  w h ich  w ill h an g y e ar - r o u n d . O ve r  th e  p ast  y e ar , sign ifican t  
im p r o ve m e n t  w as m ad e  in  h avin g su fficie n t  u sh e r s an d  gr e e te r s to  e n su r e  
th a t  v isito r s an d  m e m b e r s a like  fe e l w e lco m e  w h e n  th e y  co m e  th r o u gh  th e  
d o o r .  

T e am  M e m b e r s a r e  Ke n  an d  M ar ie  Bu ch e r  (C h air p e r so n s), M ar vin  G o ad , 
Sh ar o n  Kr ie n ke , Ro lan d  Kr ie n ke , Su e  Ru e , Sh e ila  Sm ith , an d  P asto r  D ave  
Ko p p e l.  
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STATISTICS 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

Active  (C o n fir m e d ) M e m b e r s 710  

Bap t ize d  M e m b e r s 6 59  

#  o f Fam ilie s 46 7 

Bap t ism s in  20 25 7 

C o n fir m e d  in  20 25 6  

F ir st  C o m m u n io n  in  20 25 1 

D e ce ase d  in  20 25 17 

20 25 Ave r age  W o r sh ip  Atte n d an ce  483  

N e w  M e m b e r s in  20 25 14 
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FINANCIAL REPORTS 
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In  20 25, m o st  o f o u r  o p e r a t io n a l in co m e  (84%) cam e  fr o m  m e m b e r  g iv in g .  
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2025 Expenses 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M o st  o f o u r  20 25 o p e r a t io n al e xp e n se s su p p o r te d  th e  p e o p le  an d  fa c ilit ie s 
th a t  m ake  m in ist r y  p o ssib le . 
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D a v id so n  C a p ita l F u n d s–  C u r r e n t  Va lu e s a s o f  D e ce m b e r  3 1, 2 0 2 5 
 

 Endowment $5,056,921.44 
 Restricted – funds are allocated annually by the Endowment Committee 
 Total available for withdrawal as of December 31, 2025 $1,339,957.09 
 
 Church Capital Expansion $150,481.57 
 Restricted use – Future Building Needs 

 Church Capital Reserve (Maintenance) $30,596.54 
 Restricted use – Major repairs and renovations 

 Cemetery $996,358.22 
 Restricted use – day-to-day upkeep of Cemetery, and major improvements 

 Isedor & Pauline Wallin (Maintenance Fund) $376,712.76 
Restricted use – income only; Major repairs and renovations   
Total available for withdrawal as of December 31, 2025 $4,697.90 
 

 Iver Wallin (Capital Expansion/Improvement) $177,214.14 
Restricted use – income only: Future building needs   
Total available for withdrawal as of December 31, 2025 $289.92 
 

 Telander Fund  $133,596.10 
 Benevolence funds and to meet special needs of congregation not covered by Budget 

 Trinity Place Senior Care $623,912.03 
Restricted use – for programs and ministries to support Seniors (income only)   
Total available for withdrawal as of December 31, 2025 $87,366.28 
 

 Designated funds for PTO liability $108,647.33 

 Unrestricted Investments $1,145,456.66 
  

 TOTAL $8,799,896.79 
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AUDIT REPORT 
 
T he Audit of the 20 24 fina ncia ls w a s conducted dur ing the fa ll of 20 25 by Rod 
Dietz, Cindi H a iles, a nd Na ncy Wojna r ski. T heir  r epor ts a r e included on  the 
follow ing pa ges.  

T he Chur ch Council a ppr oved the r epor ts of the 20 24 Audit a t  their  Council 
meeting on  J a nua r y 14, 20 26 , w ith one a ction  item. Sta ff w a s ta sked to confir m if 
ther e is a n  existing w r itten  policy for  ha ndling in ter n a l benevolence r equests fr om 
member s a nd sta ff. If a  cur r en t policy is not a va ila ble, sta ff w ill cr ea te a  w r itten  
policy in  20 26 .  

 
2024 Audit - Credit Cards  
Cindi Hailes 
 

11/19 at 10:06 
Began by looking at the filing systems with Molly. Everything seemed to be organized well and in 
a secure location. I choose to start in January and look at every other month.  
 

I began by looking at the January statement. January had 46 missing receipts. Molly and I took 
some time to see if we could find them in other folders but we did not. I found a RR donut 
receipt for 1/7 in February folder and moved to January when looking at other folders. 
 

I moved on to March and found no issues. 
 

In May I found one missing receipt from HUI*bluesstraing.com as well as the international 
transaction fee associated with that receipt. 
 

In July found that the Murphy express receipts were for preauthorization amounts and the actual 
amount on 6/11, 6/24 and 7/9. The charges line up with the dates, but the amounts are lower 
than the preauthorization. I had a receipt from Augsburg Fortress but no entry the charge of 
$77.93. That probably belongs in another month. 
 

In September there was a receipt from Amazon for $14.84 that belongs in the July billing. There 
was one missing receipt from FedEx on 8/13 for $3.48 as well as a missing receipt from Amazon 
on 8/23 for $28.99. November was well organized and easy to do. The receipts were all in the 
order that was on the VISA bill. There was one missing invoice for Knight Office Solution for 
$1576.27.  
 

The audit took about 6 hours. I am capturing that here so that in the future when asking for 
volunteers we can let them know how long it will take to do this. It would be much shorter if all 
invoices were sorted to be in the same order as the VISA bill.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Cindi Hailes 
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2024 Audit Review Team Report for Account Receivables 

Notes & Comments by Rod Dietz 

I participated in the annual audit review for 2024 activities, conducting in-person review (on 
9/15 & 9/18) of account receivable files made available from the locked cabinet in Molly 
Salzwedel's office. Files were grouped and labeled by month {Jan-Dec '24), and I pulled six 
random months for review. 

Items included and reviewed were: electronic payment documentation (i.e. Pushpay, etc.); 
monetary grants from various outside sources; and Sunday offering "teller counts" and 
corresponding deposits, in addition to special services (Lenten meals/services, etc.), event 
rentals, and cemetery activities. Documentation for "NSF/returned checks" was reviewed along 
with resulting fund corrections and no issues were found. Details of findings are broken out by 
month: 

Feb. 2024 - Traced approximately 50% of electronic payments to fund deposits; no errors found. 
Traced receipt of $5,000 grant to appropriate fund deposit. Reviewed two Sunday offering teller 
counts to deposit; no issues. 

Mar. 2024 - Traced numerous electronic payments to proper deposits along with payment from 
a rental event. Review of Sunday offering from 3/29 was properly documented, but funds 
(currency and checks) were not deposited until 4/11 (two weeks after). 

May 2024 - No issues found with electronic funds/deposits or with documentation of grants and 
rental receipts and deposits. Noted numerous "adjustments" to teller counts, all to increase 
originally reported amounts and properly initialed. Once again, noted delayed offering deposits: 
5/19 receipts deposited on 5/31 and 5/26 receipts deposited 6/3 (Memorial Day was 5/27). 

June 2024 - In review of Pushpay receipts, two payments ($20 & $50) designated for "Water for 
Africa" were received, however, only $50 deposited to appropriate fund, the other ($20) went to 
operating fund where bulk of funds are deposited. Grants and event receipts were properly 
deposited. Once again, found delays in offering deposits as follows: 7/7 receipts deposited 7/15; 
7/21 receipts deposited 8/21 (cash) and 7/29 (checks); 7/28 receipts deposited 8/21 (cash), but 
checks deposited timely on 8/2. I did notice documentation for a staff person working to assist 
VBS and earning 27 hours of "overtime pay." 

Sept. 2024 - No issues found for electronic, grants, and event receipts/deposits. Offering receipts 
for four of five Sundays were properly documented and deposited within the following week, but 
9/8 receipts weren't deposited until 9/19. 

Nov. 2024 - No issues found for electronic, grants, and event receipts/deposits. Offering receipts 
for two of the four Sundays were again much delayed, as follows: 11/17 receipts were deposited 
on 12/4; 11/24 receipts were deposited on 12/4 (cash) and 12/9 (checks). Three activities for 
grant/event/cemetery receipts all occurring on 11/18 were properly documented, but 
documentation was mis-grouped when stapled together; I resorted and reassembled to correct. 
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In Summary - The documentation of receipts with deposit to proper funds was appropriate with 
only one error found (June 2024). Noting there were several different "tellers" signing off on 
"teller counts," I would suggest sharing (or creating?) a written description of procedures to 
hopefully reduce adjustments to reporting offering receipts. My main CONCERN after my review 
is the delay in depositing Sunday receipts. After discussing this with Molly, we recognized that 
Brenda was primarily responsible for making deposits and had numerous personal and family-
related health issues last year which, no doubt, led to delays. However, there should be 
procedures in place to ensure these receipts are timely deposited. We should not have cash on 
the premise for any extended period, nor should checks remain unprocessed, as such delays 
could cause concerns/balancing problems for the issuers. 

 

 

 

2024 Accounts Payable – Nancy Wojnarski 

In my review of the accounts payable documentation, I spoke first with Molly who gave me a 
quick orientation on how the 2024 accounts payable are organized. She then unlocked the large 
black cabinet in her office where the 2024 Accounts Payable documents are stored. They are 
filed alphabetically by vendor. Upon beginning the audit, I found that each invoice or statement 
has a check or check number attached to it. Most of these checks are initiated by church staff. 
Occasionally, depending on the account or person paid, there will be "supporting 
documentation" such as email communication regarding the payment made or a Request for 
Check form filled out by the person receiving payment, or an application for assistance, or 
receipts provided for items purchased, etc. In the S folder in particular, I did find there were 
many checks or check numbers or payments made that had no invoice or statement provided. I 
did discuss these missing items with Molly.  

Once the supporting documents were gathered, I met again with Molly (and Jen) to re-audit the 
S folder. Additionally, I was provided with 2024 bank statements so that the loop for 
this audit could be fully closed - as an example, an invoice is provided with a check or check 
number attached, and then the bank statements provided so that I can see the check being 
debited from the account.  

In conducting this audit, I pulled every folder A through Z. In the majority of folders, I pulled 
every 5th document to review. Any instance where a folder had less than 5 documents, I pulled 
the last document in the folder to audit. Below is my review: 

A: as I had not assisted with this audit previously, and so to familiarize myself with the process 
and documents, I pulled every document in the A folder. I reviewed 52 invoices and the 
corresponding check/check number. No concerns were found. As I continue on below, I will only 
note concerns found. If no note is made below, that folder did not have any concerns for me to 
flag.  
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B: 11 

C: 4 

D: 4 

E: 2 

F: 3 

G: 3 

H: 2 *See note below 

I-J grouped into 1 folder: 2 

K: 3 

L: 3 

M: 2 

N: 1 (only 1 invoice in file) 

O: 3 

P-Q grouped into 1 folder: 10 

R: 2 *See note below 

S: I will detail S below. 

T: 7 

U: 3 

V: 1 (only one in folder) 

W: 2 *See note below 

X-Y-Z grouped into 1 folder: 1 invoice total  

Folder titled 2024 Nursery: 12

H: One document was misfiled in the H folder that should have been in the K folder. Discussed 
with Molly and moved invoice to K folder correctly. 

R: There was a check to Round Rock Serving Center for $17,250 with memo of endowment grant 
2 of 3. No "supporting documentation" attached with this check. Discussed with Molly and she 
did provide me with email communication to support this payment.  

W: There was a Request for Check form attached to a $300 check to Wartburg Theological 
Seminary for InterConference for Dave and Lax. Just the Request for Check was attached, NO 
invoice or e-mail communication or confirmation regarding the conference attended was 
attached here. So, aside from the Request for Check form, lacking supporting documentation. 
This was brought to Molly's attention; she did not have access to any email communication 
about the conference. 

S: Saved S for last as it was the folder lacking the most amount of information. Discussed with 
Molly on two occasions and met with her in her office regarding the S folder. 

• In beginning my audit of S, I found there were many instances of a check or check number 
in the folder with nothing attached to it. So, I decided to do a deep dive and audit the 
entire folder. Here are my findings:  

• 38 total checks audited in the S file. 
• 12 checks - 1 for each month - $2500 each check - checks addressed to Southwest Texas 

Synod with memo of Mission Support - no supporting documents initially provided. Met 
later with Jen and Molly who provided me with "2024 Grant Recommendations" showing 
this amount to be sent to the SWTS. I did ask if this amount is something the council went 
on to approve after those recommendations were made but did not get a copy of the 
minutes showing this. 
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• 1 check for $32, 550 to Southwest Texas Synod with memo Annual SWTS Sustenation - no 
supporting documents initially provided. Met later with Jen and Molly who provided me 
with "2024 Grant Recommendations." I again asked if this is something council went on to 
approve based on the recommendations and did not get a copy of the council minutes 
showing that. 

• "Assistance" to B.S. (using initials to protect privacy) for $6000, no supporting 
documentation provided. Initialed by Sally and Michael. Per Molly, this is employee 
assistance and to protect privacy, no application provided. 

• "Rent Assistance" to B.S (again using initials to protect privacy) $2000 - again, no 
supporting documentation provided. Initialed by Sally and Michael. Per Molly, this is 
employee assistance and to protect privacy, no application provided. 

**Typically on these "Assistance" or "Rent Assistance" checks, an application for assistance 
was provided but not in those two cases for B.S and B.S - I'm told there are no applications 
so as to protect employee privacy. 

3 more checks with no supporting documentation and no initials by church staff.  

• Check to Charles Schwab for $750.10. Per Jen and Molly, this is regarding a Wallin 
endowment fund, and this money was appropriately redirected to the endowment fund. 

• Check to Charles Schwab for $50,000. Per Jen and Molly, this is regarding a member’s 
contributions to the Endowment fund, and this money was appropriately redirected to the 
Endowment fund. 

• Check to Streams in Valley Counseling for "Furnishings" for $2850 - again no supporting 
documentation initially provided with check. Meeting later with Molly, she did provide me 
with email documentation regarding this check.  

Once I had completed the audit, all files were returned to Molly. I want to thank Molly for all of 
her time and information provided.  

Nancy Wojnarski  
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