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Review 
· The importance of enquiring of the Lord.
· Support one another as we serve God together.
· Continue to ask God for wisdom throughout your life.
· God is looking for willing, able people to serve him.
· Know who the actual enemy is.
· Sometimes we ask questions that we have not completely thought through.
· We have Psalm 63 because of David’s discomfort.  
Observation  
Let’s read 1 Samuel 23:14-18
Observation: The 5 W’s and an H - Think of the passage of Scripture you’re studying as a witness—and yourself as an interrogator. Like any good journalist would, constantly asking questions of the text is how you’ll find out as many details as possible and get “the whole story”: Who? What? When? Where? Why? How?  When you ask the 5 W’s and an H of the text, and when you let the text provide the answers, you’ll be amazed at what you learn! These questions are the building blocks of precise observation which lay a solid foundation for accurate interpretation. Online source:precept.org
Interpretation
1Sa 23:14 And David abode in the wilderness in strong holds, and remained in a mountain in the wilderness of Ziph. And Saul sought him every day, but God delivered him not into his hand.
“Vain is might or cunning against the Lord; though all the powers of hell, and all the malice of earth join with the corruptions within, to make a prey of the redeemed sinner, yet none can pluck him out of the Saviour’s arms.”  Haweis 1734-1820
15 And David saw that Saul was come out to seek his life: and David was in the wilderness of Ziph in a wood.
“The Wilderness of Ziph is characterized by its rugged terrain, hills, and sparse vegetation, typical of the Judean wilderness. This environment provided natural strongholds and hiding places for David and his men.”  Online Source, Biblehub.com
Cross Reference 1Sa 23:19  Then came up the Ziphites to Saul to Gibeah, saying, Doth not David hide himself with us in strong holds in the wood, in the hill of Hachilah, which is on the south of Jeshimon?
See also Psalm 54
16 And Jonathan Saul's son arose, and went to David into the wood, and strengthened his hand in God.
Cross reference Isa 35:3 Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees.4 Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will come with vengeance, even God with a recompence; he will come and save you.
17 And he said unto him, Fear not: for the hand of Saul my father shall not find thee; and thou shalt be king over Israel, and I shall be next unto thee; and that also Saul my father knoweth.
Cross Reference 1Sa 22:23 Abide thou with me, fear not: for he that seeketh my life seeketh thy life: but with me thou shalt be in safeguard.  (David’s words to Abiathar)
18 And they two made a covenant before the LORD: and David abode in the wood, and Jonathan went to his house.
This is the third time that we read of their making a covenant 1Sa 18:3 and 1Sa 20:16.
· 1Sa 18:3 Then Jonathan and David made a covenant, because he loved him as his own soul.
· 1Sa 20:16 So Jonathan made a covenant with the house of David, saying, Let the LORD even require it at the hand of David's enemies.
Application
Ps 27:1 The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? the LORD is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 2 When the wicked, even mine enemies and my foes, came upon me to eat up my flesh, they stumbled and fell. 3 Though an host should encamp against me, my heart shall not fear: though war should rise against me, in this will I be confident. 4 One thing have I desired of the LORD, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to enquire in his temple. 5 For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion: in the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide me; he shall set me up upon a rock. 6 And now shall mine head be lifted up above mine enemies round about me: therefore will I offer in his tabernacle sacrifices of joy; I will sing, yea, I will sing praises unto the LORD. 7  Hear, O LORD, when I cry with my voice: have mercy also upon me, and answer me. 8 When thou saidst, Seek ye my face; my heart said unto thee, Thy face, LORD, will I seek. 9 Hide not thy face far from me; put not thy servant away in anger: thou hast been my help; leave me not, neither forsake me, O God of my salvation. 10 When my father and my mother forsake me, then the LORD will take me up. 11 Teach me thy way, O LORD, and lead me in a plain path, because of mine enemies. 12 Deliver me not over unto the will of mine enemies: for false witnesses are risen up against me, and such as breathe out cruelty. 13 I had fainted, unless I had believed to see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living. 14 Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the LORD.
As we continue to learn about David’s life, we are seeing that God graciously teaches us how to live faithfully in a fallen world.  One of our many struggles in this fallen world is fear.  Look at the Psalm above and learn how to deal with fear the way that David did.  For example, David did not deny the reality of the situation.  He knew that he had enemies, “when the wicked…”; but he also knew the reality of his Lord, “The Lord is…”  What are you fearful of?  Is it possible to handle your fear in a way that is pleasing to God? 
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