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1Sa 23:19  Then came up the Ziphites to Saul to Gibeah, saying, Doth not David hide himself with us in strong holds in the wood, in the hill of Hachilah, which is on the south of Jeshimon?20 Now therefore, O king, come down according to all the desire of thy soul to come down; and our part shall be to deliver him into the king's hand.
Cross Reference: Joshua 15:20 This is the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Judah according to their families….15:55 Maon, Carmel, and Ziph, and Juttah,
 21 And Saul said, Blessed be ye of the LORD; for ye have compassion on me.
Consultation: Family Bible Notes: “Men sometimes invoke the blessing of the Lord in the pursuit of objects which he abhors.”
 22 Go, I pray you, prepare yet, and know and see his place where his haunt is, and who hath seen him there: for it is told me that he dealeth very subtilly. 23 See therefore, and take knowledge of all the lurking places where he hideth himself, and come ye again to me with the certainty, and I will go with you: and it shall come to pass, if he be in the land, that I will search him out throughout all the thousands of Judah. 24 And they arose, and went to Ziph before Saul: but David and his men were in the wilderness of Maon, in the plain on the south of Jeshimon. 25 Saul also and his men went to seek him. And they told David: wherefore he came down into a rock, and abode in the wilderness of Maon. And when Saul heard that, he pursued after David in the wilderness of Maon. 26 And Saul went on this side of the mountain, and David and his men on that side of the mountain: and David made haste to get away for fear of Saul; for Saul and his men compassed David and his men round about to take them. 27 But there came a messenger unto Saul, saying, Haste thee, and come; for the Philistines have invaded the land. 28 Wherefore Saul returned from pursuing after David, and went against the Philistines: therefore they called that place Selahammahlekoth.
Consultation: John Wesley's Notes on the Old and New Testaments: “The wisdom of God is never at a loss for ways, and means to preserve his people.”
 29 And David went up from thence, and dwelt in strong holds at Engedi.
Cross Reference: Song 1:14 My beloved is unto me as a cluster of camphire in the vineyards of Engedi.  See also Genesis 14:7, and 2 Chron. 20:1,2
Consultation: Spurgeon Devotional Commentary: 
“He had come to regard himself as the injured party, and he dared to introduce God's name into his hypocritical speech; thus showing that he had lost all moral sense, and was under a strong delusion to believe a lie.  By a course of sin a bad man may at last convince himself that he is right, and even fancy that God himself is in league with him.  The Lord save us from so terrible a state of mind."
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