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Review 
Adapted from CCEF, Freedom from Resentment booklet.  Practical steps for change: Review gospel truths, move towards accountability with a trusted friend, pray for the one who has hurt you and consider practical ways to demonstrate Christlike love.  (For more help with resentment, read the Freedom from Resentment booklet available at the Hospitality Table.  
Observation  
Annotated Bible Notes: 
After Samuel's death, David goes to the southern wilderness (1., 2), and at sheep-shearing sends to Nabal of Maon to ask a present in return for the protection his men had afforded to the flocks (3-8). Nabal's churlish refusal provokes him to revenge (9-13); but Abigail, Nabal's wife, hears of the affair (14-17), and hastens to appease his anger by a liberal present and skilful intercession (18-35). Nabel is informed the next day of the danger she had averted, and is struck senseless, and soon dies (36-39); upon which David marries Abigail, Michal having been given to another (40-44).
Interpretation
1Sa 25:1  And Samuel died; and all the Israelites were gathered together, and lamented him, and buried him in his house at Ramah. And David arose, and went down to the wilderness of Paran.
The best of men are dying worms. Samuel departs in peace; he had lived highly respected, and dies universally lamented. His last days he had spent far from a busy world, in the pleasing employment of presiding in the school of the prophets at Naioth, where he was at leisure to look forward to that rest to which he was going, and wait his joyful dismission. He was buried at Ramah, in his own house or garden, and all Israel mounted his loss; a loss the more sensibly felt in the present distracted condition of their country, under Saul’s outrageous government. Haweis
Ge 21:21 And he dwelt in the wilderness of Paran: and his mother took him a wife out of the land of Egypt.

Nu 20:29 And when all the congregation saw that Aaron was dead, they mourned for Aaron thirty days, even all the house of Israel.

De 34:8 And the children of Israel wept for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days: so the days of weeping and mourning for Moses were ended.

1Sa 28:3 Now Samuel was dead, and all Israel had lamented him, and buried him in Ramah, even in his own city. And Saul had put away those that had familiar spirits, and the wizards, out of the land.

Ec 12:13  Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. 14 For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.

“Those who attend to his life may observe, that he was modest without meanness, mild without weakness, firm without obstinacy, and sever without harshness:”  British Family Bible Notes

1Sa 25:32  And David said to Abigail, Blessed be the LORD God of Israel, which sent thee this day to meet me:

the wilderness of Paran--stretching from Sinai to the borders of Palestine in the southern territories of Judea. Like other wildernesses, it presented large tracts of natural pasture, to which the people sent their cattle at the grazing season, but where they were liable to constant and heavy depredations by prowling Arabs. David and his men earned their subsistence by making reprisals on the cattle of these freebooting Ishmaelites; and, frequently for their useful services, they obtained voluntary tokens of acknowledgment from the peaceful inhabitants.  JFB

Maon and Carmel were cities in the tribe of Judah. Carmel the mountain was in Galilee.  GBN

He was of the house of Caleb, but was indeed of another spirit. He inherited Caleb's estate; for Maon and Carmel lay near Hebron, which was given to Caleb (Jos 15:54,55; 14:14), but he was far from inheriting his virtues. Riches are common blessings, which God often gives to Nabals, to whom he gives neither wisdom nor grace. MHC

Application

Courage 
1Sa 25:18 Then Abigail made haste, and took two hundred loaves, and two bottles of wine, and five sheep ready dressed, and five measures of parched corn, and an hundred clusters of raisins, and two hundred cakes of figs, and laid them on asses.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Humility
1Sa 25:23 And when Abigail saw David, she hasted, and lighted off the ass, and fell before David on her face, and bowed herself to the ground, 24 And fell at his feet, and said, Upon me, my lord, upon me let this iniquity be: and let thine handmaid, I pray thee, speak in thine audience, and hear the words of thine handmaid.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Faith
1Sa 25:28 I pray thee, forgive the trespass of thine handmaid: for the LORD will certainly make my lord a sure house; because my lord fighteth the battles of the LORD, and evil hath not been found in thee all thy days.
29 Yet a man is risen to pursue thee, and to seek thy soul: but the soul of my lord shall be bound in the bundle of life with the LORD thy God; and the souls of thine enemies, them shall he sling out, as out of the middle of a sling.30 And it shall come to pass, when the LORD shall have done to my lord according to all the good that he hath spoken concerning thee, and shall have appointed thee ruler over Israel;31 That this shall be no grief unto thee, nor offence of heart unto my lord, either that thou hast shed blood causeless, or that my lord hath avenged himself: but when the LORD shall have dealt well with my lord, then remember thine handmaid.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
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