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Consider the following statement: “Your attitude towards the Bible determines your ability to understand and appreciate what it says”.  For an example, if you do not believe in the divine inspiration of the Bible, do you have good reason to accept what it says as true?  If 2 Timothy 3:16 is not true, why would we see the Bible as authoritative?  Before we get too far into what the Bible teaches (doctrine), it is imperative that we understand its claims of inspiration, infallibility, and integrity.  The reward of being confident in what the Bible claims of itself will be the ability to withstand heresy, speculation, and ignorance.  
Divine truth is understood when we: 1. Depend on the Holy Spirit to produce clarity of thought which enables us to arrive at well-defined statements of doctrinal truth.  2. Accept the Bible as the authoritative revelation of the purpose and plan of God. 
The 66 different books of the Bible are co-related and are most intelligible when they are not isolated from one another.  When we take all of the books together, their message is complete.  The relationship that the books have with one another makes them one, and this kind of unity is proof of divine inspiration.  
Important terms related to divine revelation:
Revelation – It means to pull the curtain back so that what is behind the curtain can be clearly seen, or to make known what was once unknown.  Divine revelation is the communication of God to man of truths which he could not otherwise know.  Whatever man desires or needs to know about God, must come from God. The Bible is not primarily a record of man’s thoughts of God, but a record of what God has done and revealed of Himself to man. 
Inspiration – Revelation and inspiration are not the same.  Revelation is the substance of what God has said to man, inspiration is the method by which man communicates his God-given message to others.  Inspiration is a special gift of the Holy Spirit by which prophets of the Old Testament and the Apostles and their companions of the New Testament proclaimed the message of God as they received it.  
2 Peter 1:21 For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.
Illumination – Illumination is neither inspiration or revelation.  Illumination is the work of the Holy Spirit in the believer, by which he has his “spiritual understanding” opened to grap the Scriptures.  See John 16:12-15.  Also, it is important to know, 1 Corinthians 2:11 For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God…14But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.  The Holy Spirit, in our day, is illuminating our minds and helping us understand the Bible so that our hearts will come alive as we compare Scripture with Scripture and learn God’s revealed truths. We are learning God’s plan and purpose for the ages, as revealed in His Word.  This illumination is not confined to a select few, which means that no individual has a right to say what the Scriptures mean, according to his own opinion.  The humblest of believers, depending on the Holy Spirit, can receive insight into God’s Word.  See 2 Peter 1:20.  The prayer of the believer is: Psalm 119:18 Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.
