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Introduction
Let’s begin by giving an overview of what the word “doctrine” means.  The word itself comes from doctrina, which comes from docco, meaning to teach, and can be understood as either the act of teaching or the subject taught.  The word “doctor” is closely related to this word, and is used in the Bible to describe someone who is a teacher.  See Luke 2:46, Luke 5:17, and Acts 5:34.  The teachers of doctrine and what they taught can be classified as:
1.  Pharisaical: Handed down from one generation of teachers to another, these humanly conceived doctrines were revered by the religious rulers of Jesus’ day.  We know from several passages in the Bible that Jesus rejected them.  See Matthew 15:9, Matthew 16:12, and Mark 7:7.
2. Christological:  The teaching of Christ derived its power from His personality, character and works, more than from His words.  The teachers of Jesus’ day were astonished at it and fought it.  Matthew 7:28, Matthew 22:33; Mark 1:22, 27; Luke 4:32.  It would be worth our while to trace through the four gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John), all that Jesus taught on the Holy Spirit, faith, prayer, baptism, Satan, sin, etc. 
3. Apostolical: In the early days of the church, the apostles gathered Christ’s teaching and proclaimed it abroad.  The “apostle’s doctrine” (Acts 2:42) consisted of three parts – 
· That Jesus was the Christ (Acts 3:13-18).
· That He rose from the dead (Acts 1:22; 2:24, 32).
· That salvation was by faith in His name (Acts 2:38; 3:16; 4:12).
These outstanding truths were combined with the Old Testament revelation and presented in consecutive fashion by Peter and Stephen (Acts 2:14-26; 5:29-32; 7:2-53). 
The Apostle Paul produced a more thorough collaboration of Christian facts.  Types of his doctrinal statements can be found in his sermons at Antioch (Acts 13:16-41), at Lystra (Acts 14:15-17) and at Athens (Acts 17:22-31).  These sermons reveal that there was a system of beliefs that centered around the Resurrection of Christ, and those beliefs form the substance of Paul’s letters.  
4. Ecclesiastical: In the pastoral and general epistles, there is a repeated emphasis on “sound” or “healthy” doctrine (1 Timothy 1:10, 6:3; 2 Timothy 1:13, 4:13; Titus 1:9, 2:1) and on “good doctrine” (1 Timothy 4:6).  These phrases imply that a body of teaching had emerged which could be generally accepted and serve as a standard of Christian doctrine.  This is the faith which was “once for all delivered unto the saints” (Jude 3)
In the organized churches of our day there are many collections of systematized truth, with denominations having their own expressions of belief that they adhere to.  Our responsibility is to recognize that the standard of authority, however, is the Word of God.


