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Introduction
The importance of doctrinal study cannot be over-emphasized.  We are living in a time when “sound doctrine” has been replaced with human emotions and selfish ambitions.  Today we are going to look at some rules to follow whenever there is an endeavor to formulate a body of truths into a systematize collection.  
1. Gather all your necessary material.
Once the subject has been chosen, a comprehensive concordance should be used to gather all the Scripture having to do with it. 
2. Trace the progress of doctrine.
Truth should be classified according to the Old and New Testaments.  Because the Church is not the subject of Old Testament teaching, Christian doctrine must be sought for in the New Testament.  
“The New is in the Old concealed; the Old is in the New revealed.”
3. Balance one doctrine by another.
One doctrine must be held consistently with another. 
4. State Biblical doctrines in Scripture language.
When describing the deep themes of the Bible, we should use the words that the Scriptures use rather than press any form of “high sounding” language onto the teaching of Scripture.
5. Combine doctrine with practice.
Right thinking should lead to right living. Scriptural doctrines should result in a consecrated life.  Discovered truth must be applied, because the application of doctrinal truth is what brings it to life. 
6. General principles to observe.  
Do not make a subject into a matter of necessary faith unless the Scripture does.
Let the Word of God decide what is “sound doctrine”. 
Let major doctrines be viewed as important.
When a doctrine is important and necessary, the Bible will be full and clear.
The Bible never contradicts itself.
Bible Doctrines are sometimes referred to as “theology”, a word that means knowledge of God and of divine truths.  Doctrine is teaching as given by Scripture.  Dogma is the teaching authoritatively laid down by the church, and when it is contrary to Biblical doctrine, it must be rejected.  
