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May was a month of growth, momentum, and meaningful engagement across
the Global Unites network. From community-led peacebuilding initiatives and
youth leadership development programs to school engagements, volunteer
trainings, and regional partnerships, country chapters continued to create
opportunities for young people to connect, learn, and lead. This month saw the
launch of a new cohort of the Global Unites Master Trainer Academy (GUMTA),
the expansion of Peace Clubs, increased community outreach efforts, and
preparations for major initiatives such as the Future Leaders Conference.
Global Unites Headquarters also launched Mage Rata, a new podcast series
exploring Sri Lankan identity through conversations with influential leaders from
diverse sectors. Across every chapter, young people continued to demonstrate
the power of dialogue, service, and collective action in building stronger, more
inclusive communities. Together, these efforts reflect Global Unites’ ongoing
commitment to nurturing a generation of leaders dedicated to peace, unity,
and positive social transformation.
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Uganda Unites maintained strong
momentum throughout May through
community service, youth leadership
development, and conference
planning. Volunteers organized three
community clean-up projects and
facilitated local engagements that
brought together young people from
diverse backgrounds. The chapter also
conducted volunteer training sessions
and regional meetings to strengthen
leadership skills and community
impact. Preparations for the Future
Leaders Conference (FLC) advanced

COUNTRY CHAPTER SPOTLIGHTS

UGANDA UNITESUGANDA UNITES

"Uganda Unites played a significant role in shaping my leadership journey.
The mentorship, opportunities, and practical experience I received helped
build my confidence and commitment to serving others. Today, I continue to
apply the values and leadership principles I learned through Uganda Unites in
my role as Minister of Internal Affairs."

T E S T I M O N I A L  T E S T I M O N I A L  Onen George,
Former Volunteer and Current Minister of Internal Affairs

“Youth Leading Change
Across Communities”

significantly, including partnership meetings and venue confirmation. A major
achievement was securing a partnership with Viva College in Jinja, which agreed to
host the conference. Uganda Unites also continued promoting youth voices through
community discussions and online engagement platforms.

Kenya Unites reached thousands of young people during May through leadership,
peacebuilding, and youth participation initiatives. The chapter engaged
approximately 3,500 students from more than 50 schools during a major school
assembly, providing opportunities to discuss youth leadership, peacebuilding, and
civic responsibility.
The team also launched applications for the Master Trainers Program and began
preparations for the Future Leaders Conference. Through partnerships with EPI, MPK,
and other organizations, Kenya Unites continued empowering young people to
participate in decision-making processes while promoting dialogue and collaboration
among youth from different backgrounds.

KENYA UNITESKENYA UNITES Reaching Thousands of
Young Leaders
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COUNTRY CHAPTER SPOTLIGHTS

Verification and voting for indicators in Beth Mugo
Kenya Unites

AFGHANISTAN UNITESAFGHANISTAN UNITES
Afghanistan Unites continued strengthening youth leadership and peacebuilding
efforts throughout May. The chapter held engagement sessions with graduates of the
Global Unites Master Trainers Academy (GUMTA), discussing Peace Club
implementation, community projects, and leadership development opportunities.
Significant progress was also made in translating the Global Unites Guidebook and
Peace Club resources into Persian to make training more accessible to local
communities.
A key milestone was the establishment of three new Peace Clubs by Master Trainers,
laying the foundation for future youth-led initiatives. Preparations also advanced for
Platform NextGen, with outreach efforts beginning among schools ahead of the
competition launch. Through leadership development, capacity building, and
grassroots peacebuilding initiatives, Afghanistan Unites continues to empower young
people to become active contributors to positive change within their communities.

BuildingBuilding
Foundations forFoundations for
Peace Clubs andPeace Clubs and

Youth LeadershipYouth Leadership

Building
Foundations for
Peace Clubs and

Youth Leadership

TESTIMONIAL TESTIMONIAL Hadisa Mohammadi
GUMTA Graduate
Afghanistan Unites

"The Master Trainers Academy was more than a training program. It was a
journey of self-discovery and growth. It taught me that even small actions,
when driven by genuine intention, can create meaningful change. The
experience challenged me to think deeply about my purpose and
responsibility as a young leader."
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COUNTRY CHAPTER SPOTLIGHTS

LIBERIA UNITESLIBERIA UNITES

Liberia Unites continued expanding its school and community outreach efforts during
May through leadership activities, volunteer engagement, and creative learning
programs. The chapter conducted school visits, career guidance sessions, Peace Club
activities, and partnership engagements with local organizations and faith
communities.
A standout moment was a creative arts activity at Honoree Preparatory School, where
volunteers worked with students to develop artistic skills while promoting teamwork,
confidence, and self-expression. These activities created positive learning experiences
and strengthened relationships between volunteers and young people.

Inspiring Service Through Creativity and Leadership

T E S T I M O N I A L  T E S T I M O N I A L  
"Joining Liberia Unites has been one of the greatest
experiences of my life. Serving alongside other volunteers has
allowed me to pursue my passion for helping others while
building meaningful friendships. Wearing the Liberia Unites
uniform and contributing to my community makes me proud
and motivates me to continue serving."

Mark Teld,
Student Volunteer
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NEPAL UNITESNEPAL UNITES
Nepal Unites focused on leadership development, planning, and youth empowerment
throughout May. The Future Leaders Conference Organizing Committee held important
planning meetings covering logistics, fundraising, partnerships, and participant
engagement. The team officially confirmed the conference dates for November 20–23,
2026.
The chapter also celebrated youth leadership by awarding a small grant to Samir Pariyar,
winner of the Gender Equality Champion title through the Champions of Change South Asia
Competition. The grant will support his work promoting dignified menstruation and gender
equality initiatives.

"Being recognized as a Gender Equality Champion is deeply meaningful,
but the greatest reward has been becoming part of the Global Unites
family. This support strengthens our work on dignified menstruation and
reminds us that local efforts are connected to a global movement for
justice and equality."

TESTIMONIAL TESTIMONIAL 
Samir Pariyar
Champions of Change Winner - Gender Equality Category

COUNTRY CHAPTER SPOTLIGHTS

India Unites and the Indian Pluralism
Foundation continued advancing
interfaith dialogue, youth leadership,
and community engagement
throughout May. Young peace activists
participated in the Master Trainers
Workshop while selected youth joined
the AI-based IRTIQA learning initiative
designed for underprivileged
communities in Kolkata.
The chapter actively promoted
pluralistic values by participating in
Rabindranath Tagore Jayanti
celebrations, interfaith gatherings,
Buddha Jayanti discussions, and
community events encouraging
collaboration across religious groups.
India Unites was also recognized for its
contribution to peacebuilding and
social harmony during a special
ceremony commemorating 200 years
of Hindi journalism.

INDIA UNITESINDIA UNITES
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T E S T I M O N I A L  T E S T I M O N I A L  
Member
South Sudan Unites

"Being part of South Sudan Unites has helped me grow as a
leader and better understand the importance of teamwork,
community engagement, and non-violence. Through the
organization, I have learned how peace and unity can help
build stronger communities for everyone."

COUNTRY CHAPTER SPOTLIGHTS

SOUTH SUDAN UNITESSOUTH SUDAN UNITES

South Sudan Unites achieved several important milestones during May as the chapter
continued establishing its presence and expanding community engagement. The
organization successfully completed its registration process, launched its official
website, and created social media platforms to strengthen outreach and visibility.
The team conducted school visits to introduce young people to leadership and
peacebuilding initiatives while also organizing a cultural exchange event that
celebrated South Sudan's rich diversity through traditional food and community
dialogue. Planning for the official launch of South Sudan Unites also progressed during
the month.
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Global Unites officially launched the 2026 cohort of the Global Unites Master Trainer
Academy (GUMTA), bringing together a diverse group of emerging youth leaders,
peacebuilders, and changemakers committed to creating positive change within
their communities.
As one of Global Unites' flagship leadership development initiatives, GUMTA provides
participants with an immersive virtual learning experience focused on reconciliation
and conflict transformation, youth leadership and character development, non-
violence, and grassroots movement building. Through interactive learning sessions,
mentorship opportunities, and peer collaboration, participants are equipped with the
practical skills and knowledge needed to become effective trainers and community
leaders.
This year's cohort reflects the growing global interest in leadership development
rooted in peacebuilding, social cohesion, and social justice. Young leaders from
multiple countries have joined the program, bringing diverse perspectives,
experiences, and aspirations to the learning journey.
The launch of the new cohort marks another important milestone in Global Unites'
mission to invest in the next generation of leaders. Over the coming months,
participants will engage in meaningful dialogue, develop leadership competencies,
and design initiatives aimed at creating lasting impact in their communities.
By empowering young people to lead with courage, empathy, and purpose, GUMTA
continues to build a growing network of leaders dedicated to advancing peace,
understanding, and positive social transformation around the world.

GLOBAL UNITESGLOBAL UNITES
MASTER TRAINERS ACADAMYMASTER TRAINERS ACADAMY

GLOBAL UNITES
MASTER TRAINERS ACADAMY

Welcome New 2026 CohortWelcome New 2026 Cohort
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MAGE RATA
EXPLORING IDENTITY THROUGH CONVERSATION
MAGE RATA
EXPLORING IDENTITY THROUGH CONVERSATION

Aravinda de Silva
Former Sri Lankan cricket captain and one of the country's
greatest sporting legends, Aravinda de Silva played a pivotal
role in Sri Lanka's historic 1996 Cricket World Cup victory. Widely
respected for his leadership, resilience, and contribution to the
development of Sri Lankan cricket, Aravinda shares reflections
on national pride, discipline, overcoming challenges, and the
role sports can play in uniting people across communities.
Watch this episode to hear how sporting excellence can inspire
national unity and collective purpose.

M. A. Sumanthiran
Senior lawyer, parliamentarian, and prominent advocate for
constitutional reform, human rights, and reconciliation, M. A.
Sumanthiran has been an influential voice in Sri Lanka's
democratic and peacebuilding discourse. In Mage Rata, he
discusses identity, governance, coexistence, and the
importance of creating a nation where every citizen feels a
sense of belonging.
Watch this episode for a thoughtful discussion on democracy,
reconciliation, and the future of Sri Lanka.

Kushil Gunasekara
Founder of the Foundation of Goodness, Kushil Gunasekara is a
renowned social entrepreneur whose work has transformed
thousands of lives through education, sports, livelihood
development, and community empowerment. In this
conversation, he reflects on servant leadership, social
responsibility, and how grassroots action can create lasting
change across Sri Lanka.
Watch this episode to learn how one person's vision can
empower entire communities and inspire hope.

Nayana Karunaratne
Founder and Chairperson of Salon Nayana, Nayana
Karunaratne is one of Sri Lanka's most respected
entrepreneurs in the beauty and wellness industry. Through
decades of dedication, innovation, and leadership, she has
built Salon Nayana into a trusted national brand while creating
opportunities for thousands of professionals, particularly
women, to pursue careers and financial independence.
Watch this episode to gain insights into entrepreneurship,
women's empowerment, and the values that have guided one
of Sri Lanka's most successful business leaders.

Each Mage Rata episode offers a unique perspective on Sri Lanka's journey, identity, and future. 
We encourage all members of the Global Unites community to watch, share, and engage with these conversations

as we continue exploring what connects us as Sri Lankans and how we can build a more united society together.
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GLOBAL UNITES

SCHOOL
OF PEACE

Be the Change. Build a Better World.

Join youth from around the world for
a life-changing summer experience in
Sri Lanka, Kenya, Liberia, and beyond!

Develop skills in peacebuilding,
dialogue, and leadership.

THIS SUMMER, BE BOLD.

Be the Change.
MAY – AUGUST
2026

SRI LANKA
KENYA | LIBERIA
& MORE!

ARE YOU READY
TO CHANGE THE WORLD?

www.globalunites.orgwww.globalunites.org2026 MAY

GLOBAL COMMUNITY
Connect with peers
from 21+ countries.

PEACE & LEADERSHIP

REAL-WORLD IMPACT
Engage in meaningful community
projects and cultural exchange.

LEARN & EXPLORE
Academic courses, field immersions,
and adventure experiences.

Spots are limited – sign up today!

YOUTH MOVEMENTS FOR CONFLICT TRANSFORMATION

Lead the Change
2026 Programs & Opportunities
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Thank You for Making This Possible!
January was only the beginning. 

The foundation laid this month sets the tone for expanded impact throughout 2026.
We look forward to continuing this journey with you.

Thank You for Making This Possible!
January was only the beginning. 

The foundation laid this month sets the tone for expanded impact throughout 2026.
We look forward to continuing this journey with you.

1 ONLINE DONATION
www.globalunites.org/donate or paypal

2
WIRE MONEY
Account Name : Global Unites 
ACH: Bank of America Routing Number 011000138 
Account Number 466006135717 
Wire: Bank of America Routing Number 026009593 
Account Number 466006135717

3 WRITE A CHECK
in favor of Global Unites and post it to:
Global Unites
14 Robinson Park
Winchester, MA 01890

JOIN THE MOVEMENT

Partner
With
Us in

Building
Peace

Partner
With
Us in

Building
Peace
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	Kenya Unites reached thousands of young people during May through leadership, peacebuilding, and youth participation initiatives. The chapter engaged approximately 3,500 students from more than 50 schools during a major school assembly, providing opportunities to discuss youth leadership, peacebuilding, and civic responsibility.
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	Liberia Unites continued expanding its school and community outreach efforts during May through leadership activities, volunteer engagement, and creative learning programs. The chapter conducted school visits, career guidance sessions, Peace Club activities, and partnership engagements with local organizations and faith communities.
	A standout moment was a creative arts activity at Honoree Preparatory School, where volunteers worked with students to develop artistic skills while promoting teamwork, confidence, and self-expression. These activities created positive learning experiences and strengthened relationships between volunteers and young people.
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