
 
  
#1 II Corinthians 11:1-6  In the early stages of the new church, Paul was faced with the task of keeping the 
young followers of Jesus on the path of Truth. New preachers arose that were gifted speakers, “super-
apostles” as Paul referred to them. But the messages that they were sharing were not always in line with the 
true message of Jesus that Paul taught. He warned them against being drawn in by their crafty words, 
comparing this to Eve being deceived by the serpent (Genesis 3). How timely is this warning for us in today’s 
world! There are some that speak in the name of Jesus, yet their words don’t align with the teaching of 
scripture and are self-serving. Check the message against the authority of God’s Word. One author put it this 
way, “If it isn’t also true for a poor single Christian mom in Haiti, it isn’t true.”  

 
#2 II Corinthians 11:7-11 Paul was intentional in separating himself from those who were preaching a different 
gospel than the True Gospel of Jesus. He did not want to burden this young church by having them pay for his 
needs, but wanted to focus on serving them and redirecting them to the Truth of Jesus. Paul did this out of love 
for them. Who is God is asking you to serve? How do we best serve without looking for anything in return?  
  
#3 II Corinthians 11:12-15 These verses give us a vivid picture of who our true enemy is. Satan is not like the 
cartoon depiction of a horned, red character with a pitchfork and tail. He is described here as an “angel of 
light.” Attractive. Alluring. Satan is crafty. He doesn’t typically come and attack in a way that is easy to see. His 
temptations often seem right, justifiable. But when we look closer, when we are prepared with the armor of God 
(Ephesians 6:10-18), we can see that what he is offering may look good and look like truth, but it misses the 
mark. It takes us off God’s Truth and puts us on a path that is one step further away from God. The next step 
Satan uses is a little further away and a little deeper into darkness. The next thing we know, we are standing in 
utter darkness, afraid, alone, and wondering how we got here. The reality is that sin can never deliver what it 
promises. But when we know God’s Truth, the truth that doesn’t change, that isn’t swayed by public option or 
personal feelings or desires, we can stand firm. God’s truth is real light. Standing on this truth brings comfort 
and security. Pray that God will help you keep your eyes on Him and remove the veil from your eyes so that 
you can live in the Spirit. “Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.” (II Corinthians 3:16-17)  
 
#4 II Corinthians 11:16-21 The false prophets were gifted not only in speaking eloquently, entertaining those 
who were listening, but in persuading them to believe that they spoke with authority. The message that they 
spoke, however, was not the true gospel. Rather, the message led to enslavement and exploitation. Just 
because someone sounds intelligent and confident, does not mean that they are speaking truth. We live in a 
world of relativity. Truth is considered relative based on how one perceives or feels or what is expedient or 
advantageous in the moment. It has never been more imperative for us to study the Word of God so that we 
can recognize real truth. Psalm 119:105 says, “Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path.” When we 
know God’s word, we are able to see where to step, where to turn in the darkness. He will not let us fall. 
 
#5 II Corinthians 11:22-33 The church of Corinth had been deceived by the teaching of the false prophets. In 
order to reestablish his authority, Paul gave his credentials. His pedigree included being a Hebrew, an Israelite, 
and a descendant of Abraham. But this alone is nothing more than lineage. Basing your faith on your 
background or upbringing is simply empty religion. True faith means following Christ where he leads and 
becoming more like Him. Paul recounted the extent to which he served Jesus. He was beaten, imprisoned, 
shipwrecked, hunted down, deprived of food and water, and in addition carried the responsibility of teaching 
the young believers and feeling the burden of their choices. He had suffered greatly so that others may hear 
the gospel and experience the freedom that comes through the grace of Jesus. Although Paul’s life was far 
from easy, he considered “everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus, 
[his] Lord” (Philippians 3:8). Have you ever known anyone that is in the midst of great suffering yet has a real 
peace; one that exudes joy in the midst of pain? Lord, help us to know you and become more like you every 
day so that when trials come we can experience your peace that passes and that we might point others to you.  
 
Devotions written by Karyn Blume 



 
  
#1 II Corinthians 10 Some are saying that Paul talks tough in his letters to the Corinthians but when he is in 
their presence, he is timid and unimpressive. Paul finds himself yet again defending his integrity, character, 
and authority. Paul knows where his confidence lies and tells the Corinthians that he prays that he may not 
have the occasion to deal with them personally as he knows he is quite capable of doing vv2. Paul uses this 
chapter to call-out some in the church but also to help them to move on to what is important…furthering the 
Gospel of Christ. 
As you read this chapter try to sense Paul’s heart to get the church at Corinth away from focusing on 
themselves and their petty issues and on to the important matter of taking the gospel to the next person, town, 
and region.  
 
#2 II Corinthians 10:1-6 Paul reminds the church that the battle’s they wage (among themselves and with 
him) and the weapons they choose to use are worldly and have the wrong focus. The righteous weapons Paul 
is advocating demolish strongholds, arguments, and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge 
of God. He goes on to say that they need to take captive to every thought and make it obedient to Christ. 
Paul is asking the church at Corinth to consider all the evidence before they pass judgement on him regarding 
his character and personal integrity. 
When was the last time you passed judgement on someone based on hearsay, before you considered your 
personal relationship with that person and their intent? How will you handle this situation in the future? 
 
#3 II Corinthians 10:7-11 ‘You are only looking at the surface of things!’ vv7 It appears that some in the 
Corinthian church have passed judgement on Paul, his ministry and his intent. They have set out to plant 
seeds of doubt into the minds of other believers in the church, calling Paul two-faced and hypocritical, acting 
one way in person and quite another in his letters to the church.  
Paul responds to these accusations in one statement when he writes, such people should realize that what we 
are in our letters when we are absent, we will be in our actions when we are present vv11.  
Are you the same person when you are present as you are on social media? If not, how are you different? Paul 
is reminding the church that he is the same person away from them as he is when he is with them. Strive for 
authenticity in your life. 
 
#4 II Corinthians 10:12-14 The measure of a woman or man. Some in the church at Corinth are measuring 
themselves by themselves and comparing themselves with themselves vv12. Paul calls these misguided 
people ‘not wise’! Paul says that the proper way to make comparisons is by using the measuring stick of Christ 
and that any boasting in yourself is foolishness.  
Comparing ourselves to other people is practically a national pastime in our culture. We can always find people 
in our lives whom we feel superior too. The alternative is also true. 
William Barclay, in his commentary on these verses writes, “There can be no finer definition of the church than 
a fellowship of forgiven sinners. When a man realizes that it is to such a fellowship he belongs, there is no 
longer any room for pride. The trouble with the arrogant Christian is that he feels rather that Christ belongs to 
him than that he belongs to Christ.”   
 
#5 II Corinthians 10:15-18 Paul is a man on a mission! He is focused on getting the church at Corinth back in 
fellowship with each other and with him. Why is this so important to Paul? Because Paul is already thinking 
about his next mission destination. The Corinthian church is part of his legacy and his testimony. Paul makes 
this abundantly clear when he writes, “our hope is that, as your faith continues to grow, our area of activity 
among you will greatly expand, so that we can preach the gospel in the regions beyond you” vv15-16. Paul is 
telling the church that they are the catalyst for missionary expansion…They’re his expansion team! The sooner 
they get it right the sooner he can move into his next field. 
How can you expand your mission field? Are you ready? 
 
Written by Bob Anderson 



 
  

#1 II Corinthians 9 Chapter 9 moves from the exercise and examples of giving to the experience of giving.  
Paul is sharing with the church in Corinth that God loves a cheerful giver, and blesses those that live generously.  
Generosity emerges as a symbol of our appreciation for Him. When we willingly share what God gave to us with 
others, we aid to make His goodness known to more people, through our actions.  Heartfelt generosity is a way 
for us to lovingly glorify our Father’s name. 
As you read through 2 Corinthians 9:1-15 allow God to reveal how He already has provided you with gifts 
to share with others.  Recognize that money is only one way and may the Holy Spirit awaken you to the 
many ways to give.  And be assured that God will multiply His gifts to you, as you use them well. 
 
#2 II Corinthians 9:1-5 Paul is saying that he really shouldn’t have to write to the church at Corinth, but that 
they should be eager to help their brothers in Christ who are in need.  At that time, those living in Jerusalem 
were suffering from famine and poverty, so a collection was being taken to help.  Paul had bragged so much 
about the church in Corinth (while in Macedonia) that it caused other churches to want to help.  It seems that a 
great deal of time has passed since the need was known.  So, Paul is calling the Corinthians back to their 
original eagerness and readiness in the offering project.  After promising so boldly it would be embarrassing if 
their giving was not generous.  
Are you getting sidetracked, like those in Corinth, and need a reminder to be eager and ready to help?  
When we give to others, it demonstrates to all, how God is working.  Are there any unresolved issues 
that have caused you to be a reluctant giver? 
 
#3 II Corinthians 9:6-10 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 
generously will also reap generously. Paul now begins to talk about why giving in this way matters so much, 
both for the givers and those who receive the gift. God has factored into His Kingdom that what you give will be 
proportional to what you get back. We are encouraged to give generously and that pleases God, who wants to 
reward our good work. Those receiving the gift, build faith by seeing that other believers sincerely care.  As we 
grow in spiritual maturity, giving should not be an external command, but led by an internal voice in our hearts 
by the Holy Spirit. 
Write a prayer asking our Heavenly Father to develop an even greater generous spirit in you, helping 
you to apply the principle of sowing and reaping abundantly so others will be blessed and God will be 
glorified. 
 
#4 II Corinthians 9:11-13   Paul is talking about giving. He builds everything he says on God’s grace.  God’s 
undeserved gift to us is Jesus. We should look to God as the ultimate giver, the source of every good thing. 
Anything we give to others is actually a re-gifting of what God has first given to us, and that is what He intends 
for us to do. Paul’s goal was bigger than a humanitarian mission. Paul’s ultimate goal is to bring glory to God. 
How is thankfulness developed?  What can we do to grow our gratitude?  Is there anything that we can 
do to affect the thankfulness of someone else? 
 
#5 II Corinthians 9:14-15 If God gives you the grace of giving, then people will pray for you…  We can be 
confident that God will supply all our needs and give us blessings we can share with others.  As we share 
material blessings, we also form spiritual bonds between brothers and sisters in Christ. When others have 
experienced our generosity, they will be intrigued to pray for us.  In the end, Paul’s focus is not on the gift of 
money he wants the Corinthians to collect for the Jerusalem believers, it is on God’s gift of our redemption 
through Jesus Christ. 
Take the time today and thank someone who has modeled being a generous giver.  May I encourage 
you all, to stop and step into the presence of God through prayer, and thank our mighty Lord for 
sending us Jesus, who not only took on the world’s sin, but came to earth to show us the true meaning 
of generosity.     
 
Devotions Written By Gretta Jones 



 
  
#1 II Corinthians 8 Put your money where your faith is!  2 Corinthians 8 was written by Paul to the church of 
Corinth describing how the churches of Macedonia gave in rich generosity to the church of Jerusalem.  They 
set an example that even if you don’t have a lot to give, trusting in the Lord and giving anyway is the Lord's 
obedience. 
 
#2 II Corinthians 8 1-7 GOD’S GRACE. Generosity starts with God. The ability to give is a gift from God. We 
have to be faithful stewards of God’s gifts. The Macedonians exceeded expectations by giving even though 
they had very little. They lived for the Lord and put their hearts into helping others. Joyful hearts are generous 
no matter how poor. Research says that charitable giving delivers a host of benefits to both the body and brain. 
Don’t you think that is God’s perfect design? In what ways have you experienced benefits from giving?  
 
#3 II Corinthians 8:8-15 Giving is a privilege. Give first to the Lord.  You are great at so many things but don’t 
leave out giving. Be good at giving too! Sincerity of love is demonstrated in this chapter. Proof that you love 
and trust Christ is put to the test in our willingness to give our time, money, and resources. Believing that 
whatever we give comes back tenfold in some way, shape or form.  Remembering Jesus was rich but for our 
sake became poor. Do you have a willingness to give or is it only out of obligation or when it is convenient for 
you? Where your treasure is there you will find your heart. What is it that you treasure the most? Is it Jesus? Is 
it his people? Wherever you spend most of your time and money then that is what you probably treasure the 
most. That is a hard pill to swallow and I will be the first to admit it.  
 
#4 II Corinthians 8:16-19 “What is more, he was chosen by the churches to accompany us as we carry the 
offering, which we administer in order to honor the Lord himself and to show our eagerness to help.” vs. 19  
Remember the eagerness you had in the beginning of your faith journey and relight that passion and fire to live 
wholeheartedly for something bigger than yourself.  
God will honor what you are able to give.  
 
#5 II Corinthians 8:20-24 Invest your money where your faith is. A willing heart demonstrates true generosity. 
Honor the Lord, remember you are representatives of the church. “Show these men the proof of your love, the 
reason for our pride in you, so that the churches can see it.” vs 24 When you hear things like “JFM provided 
this”, “JFM helped with that”, “JFM hosted this event”, “JFM created a space”, “JFM showed up to”, “JFM made 
something”, remember this is you. Your generous giving allows the church to show up and be present and 
active in allowing people to see Jesus and they start to believe they are loved. It allows you to be a part of 
something bigger than yourself. (Thank you Pastor Jason!) This is a beautiful thing  
 
When we give without the need to receive, when we trust the Lord will use our contributions to meet needs, 
when we give freely the Lord blesses abundantly.  
We serve a humble God and I want to have a humble heart.  
 
If you haven’t heard about country singer Walker Hayes and his friend Craig Cooper yet you should totally 
check it out. It is a true demonstration of faithful giving with an absolutely powerful ending. Craig Cooper was a 
steward of God’s gifts and what an amazing difference it made. They wrote a book called Glad You’re Here 
and I am looking forward to reading it.  
 
Written by Jessie Holbrook 
 
  



 
  
#1 II Corinthians 7 The overall message of chapter 7 is summed up in a phrase in v. 1, “perfecting holiness in 
the fear of God.”  This reflects the reminder in last part of chapter 6 that “we are the temple of the living God,” 
and therefore we are to “come out from [the world] and be separate.”  However, we do not make ourselves 
holy; rather we are to “work out [our] salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in [us], both 
to will and to work for His good pleasure” (Phil. 2:12b-13). 
 
#2 II Corinthians 7:2-7 Here Paul affirms that in his affliction he has been greatly comforted (another dominant 
theme in II Cor.) at the report of Titus that the Corinthians have responded to Paul’s admonition to exercise 
loving discipline in regard to one among them who had been bringing the church into disrepute by his 
outrageous sexual behavior.  He is gratified that the painfulness of his rebuke has brought about healing, that 
their “mourning” has been productive.  He rejoices that his “boasting” on their behalf has been validated. 
 
#3 II Corinthians 7:8-11 Paul’s term for this productive mourning is “godly sorrow,” which once again fits into 
his overall theme of “perfecting holiness in the fear of God.”  He makes a distinction between godly sorrow and 
worldly sorrow: the first leads to salvation, the second to spiritual death.  Then he describes the lengths to 
which they went in order to set things spiritually right among them. 
 
#4 II Corinthians 7:12-13 We know from Paul’s comments in chapter 2:1-11 that he rejoiced that the offending 
man has repented, has been forgiven, and has been restored to the fellowship.  With that in mind, he goes on 
to say in this chapter that as important as the restoration of the offender was, even more important was it that 
their “earnestness on [Paul’s] behalf might be made known to [them] in the sight of God.”  He’s saying, in 
effect, “You didn’t know you had it in you, did you?”  They are living proof that severe admonition given by a 
righteous person can be fruitful beyond expectations. 
 
#5 II Corinthians 7:13b-16 Paul ends this section of his letter by referring again to his “boasting” to Titus about 
the disciples in Corinth, and emphasizing how “refreshed” he was that his “boasting before Titus proved to be 
the truth.”  Their reception of Titus as a representative of Paul showed that the bond between them and Paul 
has been greatly strengthened.  He now has confidence that they will continue to “perfect holiness in the fear 
of God.” 
 
Devotions written by Elton Higgs 



 
  
#1 II Corinthians 6 “Shot through the heart. And you’re to blame. Darlin’ you give love a bad name.” When Bon Jovi 
wrote these words, I doubt he was referring to 2 Corinthians 6 and what it entails to be an ambassador for Christ. 
However, they seem to ring true. Chapter 6 outlines how to commend (present as suitable for approval or acceptance) 
one’s ministry and self as an ambassador of Christ. Messengers must represent their message–Paul states in verse 3, 
“We put no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry…” What kind of name are you giving 
Love? Love, as in Jesus. The one who, for your sake was made sin so that in him you might become the righteousness of 
God (2 Cor. 5:21). Consider his sacrifice and your response as his ambassador as we dive into 2 Corinthians 6.  
 
#2 II Corinthians 6:1-10 Paul is wanting to “remove obstacles” and “commend his ministry.” Verses 1 and 2 reveal his 
urgency, “we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain. For he says, ‘in a favorable time I listened to 
you’…NOW IS A FAVORABLE TIME.” (vs. 1-2). Do you possess this same kind of urgency when defending the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ? The theologian John Piper, in his message Sorrowful Yet Always Rejoicing, breaks this section down into 
three parts: Paul describes the suffering he endures (vs. 3-5); he describes the character he tries to show (vs. 6-7); 
and he describes the paradoxes of the Christian life (vs. 8-10). THE SUFFERING HE ENDURES: How is this drawing 
people in and not pushing them away? THE CHARACTER HE SHOWS: Instead of bitter resentment, Paul is able, 
through God’s grace and the Holy Spirit, to be patient in suffering, extend kindness, and show love. PARADOXES OF 
THE CHRISTIAN LIFE: In verse 8, Paul reminds us that as Christians we will be ridiculed. However, Jesus tells us in 
Luke 6:26, “woe to you when all speak well of you…” In other words, in Paul’s mind, ridicule and slander was part of his 
commending! Verses 9-10 contrast the unbelievers' perception with the believers' reality. These paradoxes remind us that 
the perception of unbelievers does have some truth in it, but the main truth is found in the second part of the paradox. 
How beautiful is that?! Overall, this small section of scripture reminds ambassadors that Christ far outweighs prosperity, 
health, lavish homes, and anything else this world can offer. It shows us that both pain and joy encompass the Christian 
life. Pain isn’t something to run from but a place to meet Love in. Again, what kind of name are you giving Love?   
 
#3 II Corinthians 6:11-13 On the heels of pouring his heart out to the Corinthians (and to you and I), Paul adamantly tells 
the reader “you are not restricted by us, but you are restricted in your own affection” (vs. 11). In other words, “it’s not me, 
it’s you.” And he begs the reader to open their heart. Paul truly loved the Corinthians, he tirelessly explained the truth of 
Jesus Christ and begged them to be reconciled to God and one another through Christ. As you reflect on these two 
verses, ask yourself: What affections are restricting you from God and others? Who do you need to boldly love with an 
open heart as Paul boldly loved the Corinthians?  
 
#4 II Corinthians 6:14-15 After telling the Corinthians they are “restricted by their affections,” Paul urges them (and us) 
not to team up with unbelievers. By “unbelievers,” Paul is referring to those within the church who still supported the 
leaders that were preaching for their own personal gain (2 Cor. 11:12-13). The NLT asks, “How can light live with 
darkness?” The ESV says, “Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers.” How do you know you are unequally yoked in 
any relationship inside or outside of the church? Strive towards Jesus and see what happens—Is there struggle? Is there 
tension? If so, you are likely “yoked” to the wrong person. Paul isn’t saying to disown, shame, or throw away relationships 
you have with unbelievers–he wants you to be cognizant of who and what you are letting speak into your life. Even more 
than personal application for us, Paul’s message is directed at the church to not allow things that are inconsistent with 
Christ’s example go unaddressed. Again, it beckons the question what kind of name are you giving Love? And what kind 
of name is the church giving Love? 
 
#5 II Corinthians 6:16-18 YOU ARE A TEMPLE OF THE LIVING GOD. Let that sink in. According to The Bible Project 
“Temple” video, after Solomon built the temple he knew it couldn’t contain the God of the universe. After Jesus’ death and 
resurrection EVERYTHING changed. No longer would people have to travel to the temple to be in the presence of God. 
The presence of God dwelt amongst and within his followers! When you have a relationship with Christ you get to 
experience a piece of Eden–where life was without shame, fear, or mistrust. In this light, it is clear why Paul states in 
verse 17, “Therefore, come out from among unbelievers and separate yourselves from them, says the Lord.” Make 
yourself holy! Mike Donehey, of Tenth Avenue North states, in light of being a cathedral (or temple), “My life is no longer 
about…what I can accomplish, it’s about bringing Jesus with me into the world…cathedrals used to be a place of 
‘sanctuary.’ People would seek ‘sanctuary’ in churches to find solace from whatever was plaguing them. I feel like that’s 
our calling for one another–to be a place of sanctuary.” Are you a place of sanctuary? What kind of name are you giving 
Love? Tenth Avenue North has a song called “Cathedrals” that encompasses much of 2 Corinthians 6. Take a listen and 
reflect on the truth in its lyrics and the truth found in Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians! Tenth Avenue North - 
Cathedrals (Official Lyric Video) 
 
Devotions written by Alex Scott 



 
  
 
#1 II Corinthians 5  God is faithful.  This is the message of II Corinthians Chapter 5.  When we, by faith, 
remain faithful to God we have an eternal home and new bodies to look forward to one day.  We know that we 
can have this faith and count on God to be faithful to His promises because He sent Jesus, His Son, the 
Anointed One, to reconcile the whole world to Himself.  God has chosen to use those who are faithful to Him 
as His ambassadors, carrying the message of Christ’s sacrifice for us to the entire world. This passage 
reminds us that while we look forward to our eternal home one day, we must remember that we need to 
remain faithful to God by sharing His message of reconciliation with everyone. 
 
#2 II Corinthians 5:1-5  In the Passion translation II Corinthians 5:4b-5 reads this way, “We crave for all that is 
mortal to be swallowed up by eternal life.  And this is no empty hope, for God Himself is the one who has 
prepared us for this wonderful destiny.  And to confirm this promise, He has given us the Holy Spirit, like an 
engagement ring, as a guarantee.”  As we get older and our mortal bodies begin to ‘break down’, it becomes 
easier and easier for those of us with faith in Jesus to look forward to our eternal home with Him.  This life 
becomes less appealing as our bodies age and the promises given by God become closer to reality.   
Verse 5 reminds us that God is faithful, and He has given us the Holy Spirit as a guarantee, just as a 
fiancé gives their bride-to-be an engagement ring, so God has given us the Holy Spirit, to seal us for all 
of eternity. 
 
#3 II Corinthians 5:6-10  2 Corinthians 5:7 is one of the most recognized verses in the New Testament, “for 
we walk by faith, not by sight.”  There have been many faithful men in the Bible.  Abraham, Moses, and David, 
just to name a few.  In this passage, we have been invited by God to live lives as faithful as any of these well-
known patriarchs!  One day we will all stand before God to give an account of all that we have done, and to 
receive what we are due for our actions in this life, “whether good or evil.”  Choose good, choose 
righteousness, choose faithfulness and choose to trust God in all things and in all circumstances.  Choose to 
live by faith, just like Abraham, Moses and David, because you only get one life to live, and one chance 
to live by faith, and not by sight.  
 
#4 II Corinthians 5:11-15  For those of us who have faith in Jesus Christ, it becomes our mission to spread 
the Good News with the rest of the world.  People cannot put their faith in Jesus if they have never heard of 
Him.  It is our responsibility to tell them about God’s Son and what He has done for us, giving His life willingly 
to save us all from our sins.  Because of our faith in Jesus, and our thankfulness for what He has done, we are 
called to sacrifice our own self-interests and put our calling from God and the needs of others before our own 
desires.  Verse 15 says, “those who live should no longer live self-absorbed lives but lives that are poured out 
for him – the one who died for us and now lives again.”  Put away selfish, self-absorbed lives, and pour out 
your life for the only Savior who died and rose again to give you eternal life. 
 
#5 II Corinthians 5:16-21  2 Corinthians 5:17 assures us, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation.  The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.”  Jesus paid the ultimate price to give every 
believer a clean slate and a fresh start.  His blood cleanses all people with faith in Him from all of their sins.  All 
we have to do is repent of our sins and put our faith in Him to receive this free gift of eternal life.  Those who 
have accepted this gift are then entrusted with the responsibility to tell others about the Son of God and what 
He can do for them too.  Verse 21 tells us, “For our sake he made Him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in 
Him we might become the righteousness of God.”  No matter what you have done in your life, you can accept 
this free gift of the righteousness of God.  Accept His free gift today, and become a new creation in Jesus 
Christ.  One day, your faith in this life will result in righteousness and eternal life, because God is 
always faithful. 
  
Devotions written by Jen DeBiasi 



 

#1 II Corinthians 4:1-18  If you want God to truly use you in a meaningful way, you need to remember this: It’s
not about you; it’s all about Jesus. That is the exact opposite of everything we’ve been taught. Our entire
culture appeals to self-centeredness. Advertisements everywhere tell you, “You’re number one! Do what’s best
for you! Think of yourself first!” But we’re not the center of the universe—God is. That’s why, when we make
every problem, every opportunity, and every criticism about us, we become frustrated, angry and unfulfilled.
“Take the selfishness out of this world, and there would be more happiness than we should know what to do
with” (H. W. Shaw). God used the Apostle Paul in a mighty and marvelous way because he was able to say,
“Our message is not about ourselves. It is about Jesus Christ as the Lord” (2nd Cor. 4:5 GW).

#2 II Corinthians 4:1-6 Scripture reminds us that we’re human beings. We’re feeble and fragile. Jars of clay
break easily. If you drop them, they shatter. Clay pots have to be handled appropriately and with care. If not,
they’ll be destroyed. But the good news is that through our feebleness, the power and glory of God
shine through. Your humanity isn’t something to hide. Instead, you can celebrate the power of God working
through your limitations. When we deny our humanity and try to do it all in our own power, we are actually
robbing God of his glory. Trust in God’s power and not your own to accomplish his work in this world.

#3 II Corinthians 4:7-12 People are watching the way we act more than they are listening to what we say.
Billy Graham once wrote, “We are the Bibles the world is reading; We are the creeds the world is needing; We
are the sermons the world is heeding.” That’s why it is incredibly important that we face difficult things with
grace, faith and persistence. Faithful people keep on keeping on when other people choose to give up. Faithful
people are diligent and determined. They are persistent. They change their perspective and focus on God’s
promises in his Word. Just remember this: God is more interested in what you are becoming than what
you accomplish. Let his light shine through your life today!

#4 II Corinthians 4:13-15 I suspect all of us would avoid pain and suffering if that was possible. But the truth
is that pain and suffering are very much a part of life. Jesus said, “In this world you will have trouble” (John
16:33 NIV). Count on it! But when you use your pain to help others, God will bless you in ways you can’t
possibly imagine. The Apostle Paul went through enormous pain in his life, which is why God was able to use
him in enormous ways. He was shipwrecked, beaten, and robbed. He went without food, water, and sleep. Yet
God used him to spread the Gospel throughout the Roman Empire. In fact, if you were to ask Paul, “How’d you
put up with so much pain?” He’d tell you it was because he wanted to bring people to Jesus Christ. He wanted
to help others. He writes, “These sufferings of ours are for your benefit. And the more of you who are won to
Christ, the more there are to thank him for his great kindness, and the more the Lord is glorified” (2nd Cor. 4:15
TLB). You may never suffer the same ways Paul did, but you will go through pain in life. I encourage you to not
waste your pain. Use it for good.

#5 II Corinthians 4:16-18 At most, you will live a hundred years on earth, but you will spend forever in
eternity. That’s why the Bible tells us to “fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is
seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal” (2nd Cor. 4:18 NIV). When you realize life on earth is just
temporary, it radically alters your values. Eternal values, not temporal ones, become the deciding factor for
your decisions. John Wesley, the Father of Methodism, used to say, “I judge all things only by the price they
shall gain in eternity.” Remind yourself today that God created you to live in heaven with him for eternity.
Heaven is your home—not earth! That will help explain why some of God’s promises seem unfulfilled, why
some prayers seem unanswered, and why some circumstances seem unfair. This life is not the end of the
story!  So fix your eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen.
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Check out this Bible Project video on covenants to enhance your study this week! 
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/covenants/ 

 
#1 II Corinthians 3    A Bible scholar says, “The Corinthians were a ‘letter’ not written with ink, 
but with the Spirit of the living God.  Even in the midst of his defense, Paul gives the glory to 
God.  He says that they are a “letter from Christ” and written by the “Spirit.”  Paul delivered this 
“letter” so to speak.  But he didn’t write it.  God was still the author of salvation.  And Paul was 
his faithful servant.”  Your salvation is a miraculous letter too.  Give God thanks for “writing” you 
by His Spirit. 

 
#2 II Corinthians 3:1-3   According to studyandobey.com:  “Paul’s recommendation letter is the 
Corinthians themselves.  They not only knew who he was, but their faith was a direct result of 
Paul’s work on their behalf.  The church was established by Paul.  Their transformed lives were 
evidence of Paul’s good character and faithful service.”  Who has influenced you in your journey 
to Christ and with Christ?  Thank God for them.  Who thinks of you as their leader to faith and in 
faith?  Thank God for them. 
 
#3 II Corinthians 3:4-6   Sufficiency is from God.  What is the difference between self-
confidence and confidence in God?  What is Paul recognizing when he says his 
confidence/competence is from God?  Paul continues to respond to criticism of his ministry.  He 
turns to Truth, to the One Who is the source of his credibility.  How do you see God 
underwriting your life and ministry?  Do you generate your ministry or does God?  Our 
confidence comes from knowing that God is working through us.  
 
#4 II Corinthians 1:3:7-11  Writing to believers who knew Old Testament history, Paul 
contrasts following the law, the commandments, and knowing what is right and wrong, with new 
life in Christ.  He says that following the law brought death, the recognition of 
sin.  Righteousness is found in Christ, in the ministry of the Spirit.  It is glorious!  Take a 
moment to savor what the Spirit has done in our lives, washing away our sins and uniting us 
with Christ in righteousness.  This is glorious!  
 
#5 II Corinthians 3:12-18   When Moses returned from meeting God, he wore a veil because 
the radiance of his face from meeting God would be fading.  It was transitory.  Paul then takes 
the idea of a veil and uses it to describe how the hearts of the Jews are still covered by a veil 
when they hear Truth.  When we turn to Christ there is no veil, we see the Lord’s glory and we 
reflect it to all.  This glory transforms us into His likeness more and more.  Does it increase your 
praise and confidence to know that Christ by His Spirit is transforming you into His 
likeness?  His glory is magnificent, like nothing else. 
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#1 II Corinthians 1:1-22 Welcome to the JFM summer series on the book of II Corinthians! The Apostle Paul 
wrote this letter to the church in Corinth which he helped to establish on one of his missionary journeys—you 
can read about it in Acts 18:1-17. Paul’s most recent visit had been a “painful one” (2:1) and this letter served 
as his way of instructing and encouraging this young congregation as their spiritual father. To get an overview 
of this book, watch the Bible Project video on II Corinthians: https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/2-
corinthians/  Read 1:1-22 through the lens of reconciliation. Paul loves the people of Corinth and it pains his 
heart to feel tension/division with them. Alongside the theme of reconciliation which is introduced here and 
carried through the first seven chapters, we begin to see a thread that is woven through the whole letter: 
Paul’s desire that the Corinthians would be transformed in the image of Christ.   
 
#2 II Corinthians 1:1-7 Paul opens his letter with a traditional greeting that states the most important 
thing about him—his apostleship to Jesus—and to whom the letter is written. Paul adds his main hope for his 
readers: that they would know the grace and peace of Jesus. Beginning in verse 3, Paul shares one of the 
most beautiful descriptions of the costly suffering we endure as Christ followers. Paul himself was no stranger 
to immense suffering (see 11:23-33). The word comfort or console means to invite someone to come near in 
order to encourage or exhort. At its core, it is about truly being with another person in any  
circumstance. We do this by tapping into our own pain, remembering how it felt and the comfort we received 
in the midst of it; then giving hope or direction to the one currently in pain. Pain is a common denominator 
across humankind—we have all experienced in some form or another. Sharing in the pain of another is one 
way we bring them comfort. One of the worst feelings in the world is suffering alone. Who may the Lord be 
asking you to comfort?  
 
#3 II Corinthians 1:8-11 Paul gives the Corinthians a glimpse into the depth of his suffering which was so 
overwhelming that the NRSV says, “we were utterly, unbearably crushed that we despaired of life itself” (8). 
We read in other places about the immense physical suffering Paul endured, but here he shares his mental 
anguish. Some commentators believe he was contemplating taking his own life because of the internal turmoil 
he was experiencing. Paul and his companions did not allow that dark place to overcome them, they took the 
right next step: “we stopped relying on ourselves and learned to rely on God, who raises the dead” (9, NLT). 
When we suffer, if we turn toward God or away from Him tells us much about the depth and trajectory of our 
faith. In addition, Paul thanks them for praying for him because it helped—the beauty of being a part of a 
praying community means we never have to face life’s hardships alone! Praise the Lord!  
 
#4 II Corinthians 1:12-14 This passage concludes with Paul declaring that when Jesus returns, he will boast 
about the Corinthians and he hopes they will boast about him as their founding apostle. In the preceding  
verses, he explains why they can confidently boast about him and his partners, it is because: “our conscience 
testifies that we have conducted ourselves in the world, and especially in our relations with you with integrity 
and godly sincerity…relying not on worldly wisdom, but God’s grace” (12, NIV). Think about the primary  
relationships in your life and use this verse as a litmus test. Are you conducting yourself with integrity,  
sincerity and the grace of God with those you live or work with? 
 
#5 II Corinthians 1:15-22 After Paul explains why he had to change his earlier travel plans, adding that 
he was not going back on his commitment or vacillating, he shares with the Corinthians two major truths. 
First, he tells them that Jesus was the fulfillment of all of God’s promises; because Jesus came, died and 
rose again, we can trust everything God has ever promised us. Second, Paul states the three-fold blessing 
that we receive as Christ followers. We are anointed by the anointed one—Jesus Himself. We are stamped 
with His seal which means we are marked out as His and share in His eternal life. We have been given 
the spirit in our hearts and this is only a portion of what is to come when we will be in the presence of 
the Almighty God for all of eternity! Spend some time thanking God for His overwhelming goodness! 
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