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TITLE: A Firm Foundation to Follow Jesus Faithfully
WRITTEN BY: Heather Poe
MAIN SCRIPTURE VERSE OR PASSAGE: 2 Timothy 3:10–17
IN ONE SENTENCE WHAT IS IT YOU WANT THE STUDENTS TO HEAR: Imitate me, just as I imitate Christ.
SERMON MATERIALS NEEDED: Paper, pens or pencils

OPENING ILLUSTRATION/STORY/OBJECT LESSON: 
Everyone has been on a field trip before, right? [Ask several students to share where their favorite field trip was.] No matter where you’re going or what you’re doing, teachers and leaders always remind students as they get on the bus to be safe, be responsible, follow the rules, and have fun. 
When you’re on a field trip, it’s probably a given that you’re traveling somewhere your teacher has been before or knows a bit about. The hosts or guides at the location definitely know everything there is to know about the place. But your job, as the student, is to follow the teacher and the guide, listen, follow directions, become more familiar with the material, learn something through the experience, and—you guessed it—have fun!
This list of what’s expected of a student on a field trip mirrors several things you should learn from our Scripture passage today.
[Read 2 Timothy 3:10–17.]

POINT 1: Know Who to Follow
Verse 10 says, “But you, Timothy, certainly know what I teach, and how I live, and what my purpose in life is. You know my faith, my patience, my love, and my endurance.”
Paul pointed out that Timothy had been watching, listening, and observing Paul as he lived out his faith in God in front of him. Sometimes it takes watching and learning from someone else’s faith walk for us to figure out what we should do in a given situation. But we shouldn’t follow just anyone—it should be someone you trust, who is spiritually mature and wise so that their example can lead you closer to, not further from, God.
So, who do you follow (or need to follow) to learn how to grow in and live out your faith? 
APPLICATION:
Take a moment to think about someone you admire for how they live their life. Write their name down, then write down specific things that you see in them that are good and admirable. 
Observing and recognizing their faith in Christ, what they do, and how they do it can inspire you, teach you, and challenge you to live a godly life. There are people God places in our life and connects us to who can show us the way to walk with Jesus. By their example we can learn how to love and serve others, and how to live out our faith in effective ways. 
Take some time this week to acknowledge what you admire about those meaningful people by connecting with them with a card, a text, or a phone call. 
Give them permission to talk about the right ways they choose to live and what Scripture or word from God encouraged and motivated them to make that choice. Also, if it’s someone you trust, give them permission to correct you or suggest things you can change to live in a way that pleases God. 
It’s like what Paul said in verse 14: “But you must remain faithful to the things you have been taught. You know they are true, for you know you can trust those who taught you” (emphasis added).

POINT 2: Know the Truth and the Wisdom of the Bible to Get through Hard Times 
In verses 11 and 12 Paul wrote, “You know how much persecution and suffering I have endured. You know all about how I was persecuted in Antioch, Iconium, and Lystra—but the Lord rescued me from all of it. Yes, and everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.”
Paul was reminding Timothy of everything that he had seen Paul endure. However, Paul continued trusting and obeying God and was delivered. Then Paul noted that Timothy would likely endure similar experiences and advised him to prepare for those types of experiences.
Despite the knowledge that we will go through difficult and painful things, Jesus said, “I have told you all this so that you may have peace in me. Here on earth you will have many trials and sorrows. But take heart, because I have overcome the world” (John 16:33, emphasis added).
In Matthew 5:10 Jesus also promised, “God blesses those who are persecuted for doing right, for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs.”
ILLUSTRATION/STORY/QUOTE:
[Share a personal story of God’s faithfulness during a difficult season and how you had to trust God and keep following His Word and ways in spite of your circumstances. Consider how you saw His blessing in your life after that season.]


POINT 3: Know God’s Word Is True and Is There to Help Us Live for Jesus
Paul wrote to Timothy, “You have been taught the holy Scriptures from childhood, and they have given you the wisdom to receive the salvation that comes by trusting in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right”           (2 Timothy 3:15–16).
God inspired the Scriptures. As we read them and know them more, the truth in these words can work in our heart to lead us in the right direction, teach us how to live, and correct our thoughts and actions.
This is the foundation God wants us to build our whole life on. The Bible is true and trustworthy. We need to read it. We need to learn from it. We need to follow its guiding principles. We need to trust God to speak to us through it. We need to allow ourself to be corrected by it. 
The Scriptures give us what we need for salvation and to build our faith in Jesus. We gain knowledge and understanding through reading it. God’s Word is what we should look to first when we want to know how we should build and measure our standards, ideas, actions, and words.
ILLUSTRATION/STORY/QUOTE:
[Ask two students to share a simple biblical truth that helps us live life well. You can choose these students from the audience, or select them prior to service so they are prepared to share their thoughts. Examples could be any of the Ten Commandments; love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength; be kind to one another; walk with the wise, etc.]
APPLICATION:
Many of you may have favorite Scripture verses or passages that help you focus on God instead of life’s circumstances. Write one or two verses down now, then when you get home put them in a place you will see them. Reread those throughout the week and spend time thinking about what those Scriptures mean to you and how they encourage you to live for Jesus. 

POINT 4: Know God Has Given Us What We Need to Do Good 
The last verse in our passage today says, “God uses it to prepare and equip His people to do every good work” (2 Timothy 3:17).
God has given us the best tool to accomplish His work—His Word. When we spend time reading the Bible, we find out so many different things: what our purpose is, what He has promised us, what He tells and expects of us, what good He wants to do in and through our life.
We have what we have because God created us that way! And what does He want to see us accomplish? Good!
Here are other Scriptures that reference good work we can do:
· “Trust in the LORD with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding. Seek his will in all you do, and he will show you which path to take.” (Proverbs 3:5–6)
· “If you cling to your life, you will lose it; but if you give up your life for me, you will find it.” (Matthew 10:39)
· “Go into all the world and preach the Good News to everyone.” (Mark 16:15)
· “Do to others as you would like them to do to you.” (Luke 6:31)
· “Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples.” (John 13:35)
· “It is through faith that a righteous person has life.” (Romans 1:17)
· “For we live by believing and not by seeing.” (2 Corinthians 5:7)
· “If you honor your father and mother, ‘things will go well for you, and you will have a long life on the earth.’” (Ephesians 6:3)
· “Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be humble, thinking of others as better than yourselves.” (Philippians 2:3)
· “Always be full of joy in the Lord.” (Philippians 4:4)

CLOSING CHALLENGE/APPLICATION:
[This would be a great time to make sure all of your students have their own personal Bible, know how to use an app like YouVersion, or how they can get involved with a Bible study or a ministry like Bible Quiz.]
We are provided all we need to build a firm foundation of faith as we seek to follow God’s ways. He gives us both the Bible and other believers to model for us the way we should live and walk with God. I want to say to you what Paul said in another of his letters—“Imitate me, just as I imitate Christ.” 1 Corinthians 11:1
ALTAR RESPONSE: 
Either lead a collective response from the front, walking through the four things to know, or ask the students to find a place of prayer and reflect on the four points.
1. Do you KNOW that God has placed people in your life who can show you how to live for Him? Let’s thank the Lord for them right now. Say their name. Tell Jesus what you see in them that you would like to see in yourself.
2. Do you KNOW your Bible? Are you spending time seeking knowledge, wisdom, and understanding from the Bible? Ask God to help you have the desire to read His Word, study it, and live by it. Take a moment to ask Him in your own words.
3. Do you KNOW and believe the Scriptures are God’s words to us? Do you KNOW that they  are true and can show us how to live for God? Ask God to help you with any unbelief you may have in your heart. Ask Him to help you trust and believe that the Bible is one way He speaks to us. He will help you grow to be better at living for Him if you ask for His help.
4. Do you KNOW we have good to do? There will be times when we don’t feel like we know exactly what God wants us to do with this life. We can pursue His will and walk this faith journey with Him as long as we read and follow what Scriptures tells us. Ask God to show you the good things He wants you to do, then ask Him to give you everything you need to accomplish those.
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OUTLINE TEMPLATE
TITLE: A Firm Foundation to Follow Jesus Faithfully
WRITTEN BY: Heather Poe
MAIN SCRIPTURE VERSE OR PASSAGE: 2 Timothy 3:10–17
IN ONE SENTENCE WHAT IS IT YOU WANT THE STUDENTS TO HEAR: Imitate me, just as I imitate Christ.
SERMON MATERIALS NEEDED: Paper, pens or pencils

OPENING ILLUSTRATION/STORY/OBJECT LESSON: 
Everyone has been on a field trip before, right? [Ask several students to share where their favorite field trip was.] No matter where you’re going or what you’re doing, teachers and leaders always remind students as they get on the bus to be safe, be responsible, follow the rules, and have fun. 
When you’re on a field trip, it’s probably a given that you’re traveling somewhere your teacher has been before or knows a bit about. The hosts or guides at the location definitely know everything there is to know about the place. But your job, as the student, is to follow the teacher and the guide, listen, follow directions, become more familiar with the material, learn something through the experience, and—you guessed it—have fun!
This list of what’s expected of a student on a field trip mirrors several things you should learn from our Scripture passage today.
[Read 2 Timothy 3:10–17.]
POINT 1: Know Who to Follow
· 2 Timothy 3:10 
· Know how I live and what I teach
· 2 Timothy 3:14
POINT 2: Know the Truth and the Wisdom of the Bible to Get through Hard Times
· 2 Timothy 3:11–12
· John 16:33
· Matthew 5:10 
POINT 3: Know God’s Word Is True and Is There to Help Us Live for Jesus
· 2 Timothy 3:15–16
· The Bible is true and trustworthy
· It is the foundation God wants us to build our life on


POINT 4: Know God Has Given Us What We Need to Do Good 
· 2 Timothy 3:17
· God gave us His Word to accomplish His work
· Additional Scriptures that reference the good work we can do
CLOSING CHALLENGE/APPLICATION:
[This would be a great time to make sure all of your students have their own personal Bible, know how to use an app like YouVersion, or how they can get involved with a Bible study or a ministry like Bible Quiz.]
We are provided all we need to build a firm foundation of faith as we seek to follow God’s ways. He gives us both the Bible and other believers to model for us the way we should live and walk with God. I want to say to you what Paul said in another of his letters—“Imitate me, just as I imitate Christ.” 1 Corinthians 11:1
ALTAR RESPONSE: 
Either lead a collective response from the front, walking through the four things to know, or ask the students to find a place of prayer and reflect on the four points.
1. Do you know that God has placed people in your life who can show you how to live for Him? Let’s thank the Lord for them right now. Say their name. Tell Jesus what you see in them that you would like to see in yourself.
2. Do you know your Bible? Are you spending time seeking knowledge, wisdom, and understanding from the Bible? Ask God to help you have the desire to read His Word, study it, and live by it. Take a moment to ask Him in your own words.
3. Do you know and believe the Scriptures are God’s words to us? Do you KNOW that they  are true and can show us how to live for God? Ask God to help you with any unbelief you may have in your heart. Ask Him to help you trust and believe that the Bible is one way He speaks to us. He will help you grow to be better at living for Him if you ask for His help.
4. Do you know we have good to do? There will be times when we don’t feel like we know exactly what God wants us to do with this life. We can pursue His will and walk this faith journey with Him as long as we read and follow what Scriptures tells us. Ask God to show you the good things He wants you to do, then ask Him to give you everything you need to accomplish those.
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