[image: Logo

Description automatically generated]




TITLE: Listen and Follow with Actions
WRITTEN BY: Kent Sullivan
MAIN SCRIPTURE: James 1:19–27; 2:14–26
IN ONE SENTENCE WHAT IS IT YOU WANT THE STUDENTS TO HEAR: God wants to see our faith be put into action as we follow Him in our daily life.
SERMON MATERIALS NEEDED: None

OPENING ILLUSTRATION/STORY/OBJECT LESSON:
“There was once a Scotsman who rowed people across a river. On one oar he had carved the word ‘faith’ and on the other oar he had carved the word ‘works’. One day as he was rowing, one of the passengers noticed the carvings and asked him about them. The Scotsman did not reply but pulled in the oar marked ‘works’ and started to row with only one oar. The boat went round in circles. He then pulled in the oar marked ‘faith’ and started to row only with the ‘works’ oar. The boat again went round in circles, but this time in the opposite direction. He then rowed with both oars and reached the other bank safely.
Before his passenger got off the boat he said, ‘A Christian must row his life using both oars, faith and works. Only then will he reach heaven’s shore’” (https://www.sermoncentral.com/sermon-illustrations/77082/faith-and-works-by-david-parks). 
To go further in our faith, it is widely and explicitly taught in Scripture that faith is required first for salvation—faith in Jesus Christ.
The next vital step is that we put God’s truth into practice, actually allowing it to influence the course of our daily life. When it comes to the real testing point, it is not enough to have the theory of Christian living in our mind—we must practice it in our daily life. 
However, we all know that these two can be disconnected from one another in our life—the Bible tells us this. It is possible to know the Word of God without ever becoming a follower of Christ. James talked about how faith and good works are connected, and how “we are shown to be right with God by what we do, not by faith alone.” (James 2:24)



POINT 1: The Discovery
James drew a sharp line of separation between two things that are very closely connected—“hearing” and “doing” the Word of God. They are so closely related that, apart from the first, the second is not possible. No one will ever become a “doer” of God’s Word until they have first become a “hearer” of it. 
Although the two are united in this way, they can be disconnected so it is possible to be a hearer of the Word without ever becoming a doer of it.
This distinction has always been present wherever the Word of God has been proclaimed. Scripture bears widespread testimony to it.
In the days of the prophet Jeremiah, God’s Word came to the people urging them to repentance and warning of coming judgement if they did not turn from their evil ways and start doing good. What was their response? 
The people said, “Don’t waste your breath. We will continue to live as we want to, stubbornly following our own evil desires.” (Jeremiah 18:12) They were hearers, but they refused to become doers of God’s Word.
Judas, one of the twelve disciples, heard the Word from the mouth of Jesus himself. But he was one of a multitude of people who, under the Savior’s ministry, failed to let the Word guide all of his life.
There seems to be a widespread feeling among people today that if we come to hear the preaching of the gospel it will, somehow, do us good. It will cleanse and take away our sin for another week; it will draw the favor of God upon us; and it will make us better people and entitle us to heaven at last. It will do all that regardless of our response (or nonresponse) to it. That just won’t happen!
Our hearing of the Word will do none of these things for us; only our doing of it will achieve them. Our thoughts of what mere hearing will accomplish are closely related to the very worst kind of religious superstition. 
God urges us not only to pay attention to what we hear, but to pay attention to how we hear. Paul demanded of those to whom he wrote the great, redemptive truths of salvation that they must think on things that are true, honorable, right, pure, lovely, and admirable. (Philippians 4:8)
Let us remember what is at stake here. When the gospel is being preached and the Word of God explained, eternal issues are in the balance. That Word under which you have brought yourself as a hearer proclaims nothing less than truth about the eternal destiny of your soul! 
James was aware of this and so, quite bluntly and truthfully, he divided hearers of the Word into two distinct classes—those who are hearers only, then those who are also doers.
It would be like if you when to school, listened to the lectures, read the books, but then refused to take a test. You know the material, but fail to apply what you know.
POINT 2: The Development
James, and God through James, demands that we go further than being just hearers of the Word. No matter how good that is, it is just not good enough. We must progress to the place where we become doers of it as well.
Obviously, the Word James is talking about is designed to have a practical effect upon its hearers. It is intended, and fitted, to act on the heart and life of real, living people. The Word, in fact, has a twofold revelation to bring to its hearers—first, it teaches what we should believe about God and then it goes on to inform as to what God requires of us.
Until, and unless, that believing obedience has been actively awakened into real living, daily exercise, no one has any merit to believe that their hearing of the Word has done them any lasting, saving good. 
The hearer is still in the category Scripture warns about when it says, “This good news . . . did them no good because they didn’t share the faith of those who listened to God.” (Hebrews 4:2)
The King James Version says it like this: “The word preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it.”
What a serious warning is here! It is possible to have a mind filled with Scripture that gives you “the wisdom to receive the salvation that comes by trusting in Christ Jesus” (2 Timothy 3:15)—to have a mental grasp and appreciation of the great biblical doctrine of redemption—and yet to be utterly empty of the saving effects of which it speaks.
The Word is to be accepted, not only into the mind, but also believed in the heart that the entire life will be radically affected by gratitude, admiration, and love to the Savior. 
There must be that repentance which turns someone from sin to God, and faith which actively relies on Christ for salvation.
It sets before us being authentic Christians who make “doing” the Word of God the main business of our life; godly obedience has become so important that it affects, penetrates, and pervades every sphere of life. 
Just as we say that a person is a doctor, a teacher, or a farmer—referencing their lifework and speaking of character—the Christian is to be the kind of person where it is natural to say, “He or she is a doer of the Word of God.”

POINT 3: The Danger
The apostle enforces his counsel with a particularly serious and powerfully strong consideration. Those who are hearers only and not doers of the Word have fallen into one of the most terrible traps that hell has devised to trap those who seek godliness—the trap of self-deception. 
Such people have totally misunderstood the nature of saving religion and unknowingly cheat themselves of their true position before a holy God.
One cannot stop at just hearing and knowing the Word; they must continue with the actions of following and obeying the Word. It is the new life in Christ that compels one to be a doer of the Word—praying, pursuing a godly walk, and living a “doing” life.
Self-deception is an awful thing, something to be feared and avoided at all costs. It is sad to be deceived by others, but to be deceived by oneself is an awful place to be. 
While being a hearer of the Word does carry the promise of reward, this word from the Lord enforces a simple truth: any degree of religious “profession,” such as attending the public worship of God and the hearing of His Word faithfully proclaimed, does not replace even the minimal requirements our God expects of us for salvation.
Let us remember that on no point of religion were the warnings and appeals of Jesus more solemn and alarming than on this one. He was the one who said, “Not everyone who calls out to me, ‘Lord! Lord!’ will enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Only those who actually do the will of my Father in heaven will enter.” (Matthew 7:21)
The real truth stands out with crystal clarity; it could not be more strongly emphasized by God that to be exclusively a “hearer” of the Word is to fall short of being saved. We must also be “doers” of the Word.
If the Word remains outside us and never penetrates our heart and permanently changes our life, then we can be quite certain that we have not yet truly “heard.”

CLOSING CHALLENGE/APPLICATION:
To grow and move further in your faith, take some time to answer these questions and reflect on your answers.
The Discovery:
· What have you learned about yourself?
· Are you paddling with only one oar?
· Are you paddling equally with both faith and obedience?
The Development:
· What positive habits have you developed in your walk with Christ?	
· What areas of your life has God been speaking to you about?
· What changes can you implement this week?
The Danger:
· Who is helping you in your walk with Christ?
· What “religious” duties have you detached from your love of God? 


ALTAR CALL:
Give students an opportunity to have a genuine encounter with God. Ask them to commit to respond to the moving of the Holy Spirit with faith and obedience.
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OUTLINE TEMPLATE
TITLE: Listen and Follow with Actions
WRITTEN BY: Kent Sullivan
MAIN SCRIPTURE: James 1:19–27; 2:14–26
IN ONE SENTENCE WHAT IS IT YOU WANT THE STUDENTS TO HEAR: God wants to see our faith be put into action as we follow Him in our daily life.
SERMON MATERIALS NEEDED: None

OPENING ILLUSTRATION/STORY/OBJECT LESSON:
“There was once a Scotsman who rowed people across a river. On one oar he had carved the word ‘faith’ and on the other oar he had carved the word ‘works’. One day as he was rowing, one of the passengers noticed the carvings and asked him about them. The Scotsman did not reply but pulled in the oar marked ‘works’ and started to row with only one oar. The boat went round in circles. He then pulled in the oar marked ‘faith’ and started to row only with the ‘works’ oar. The boat again went round in circles, but this time in the opposite direction. He then rowed with both oars and reached the other bank safely.
Before his passenger got off the boat he said, ‘A Christian must row his life using both oars, faith and works. Only then will he reach heaven’s shore’” (https://www.sermoncentral.com/sermon-illustrations/77082/faith-and-works-by-david-parks). 
To go further in our faith, it is widely and explicitly taught in Scripture that faith is required first for salvation—faith in Jesus Christ.
The next vital step is that we put God’s truth into practice, actually allowing it to influence the course of our daily life. When it comes to the real testing point, it is not enough to have the theory of Christian living in our mind—we must practice it in our daily life. 
However, we all know that these two can be disconnected from one another in our life—the Bible tells us this. It is possible to know the Word of God without ever becoming a follower of Christ. James talked about how faith and good works are connected, and how “we are shown to be right with God by what we do, not by faith alone.” (James 2:24)
POINT 1: The Discovery
· No one will ever become a “doer” of God’s Word until they have first become a “hearer” of it
· Jeremiah 18:12—They were hearers, but they refused to become doers of God’s Word
· God urges us to pay attention to what we hear and to pay attention to how we hear
· Philippians 4:8


POINT 2: The Development
· We must go further than being just hearers of the Word
· The Word teaches what we should believe about God and what God requires of us
· Hebrews 4:2
· 2 Timothy 3:15
· Authentic Christians make “doing” the Word of God the main business of their life 
POINT 3: The Danger
· Those who are hearers only and not doers of the Word have fallen into the trap of self-deception
· Matthew 7:21
· The Word outside of us has no power over us; if it does not penetrate our heart and permanently change our life, then we have not yet truly “heard”
CLOSING CHALLENGE/APPLICATION:
To grow and move further in your faith, take some time to answer these questions and reflect on your answers.
The Discovery:
· What have you learned about yourself?
· Are you paddling with only one oar?
· Are you paddling equally with both faith and obedience?
The Development:
· What positive habits have you developed in your walk with Christ?	
· What areas of your life has God been speaking to you about?
· What changes can you implement this week?
The Danger:
· Who is helping you in your walk with Christ?
· What “religious” duties have you detached from your love of God? 
ALTAR CALL:
Give students an opportunity to have a genuine encounter with God. Ask them to commit to respond to the moving of the Holy Spirit with faith and obedience.
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